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TO  THE  READER. 


Our  Arabian  having  met  with  fo  kind  entertain¬ 
ment  in  this  nation,  (ince  he  put  on  the  Englifh 
drefs,  is  refolved  to  continue  his  garb,  and  vifit  you 
as  often  as  convenience  will  permit. 

He  brings  along  with  him  many  foreign  commo¬ 
dities,  to  gratify  the  various  expectations  of  people  j 
his  cargo,  conlifting  of  jewels  and  other  rarities, 
which  are  the  genuine  product  of  the  Eaft,  and  fome 
kinds  of  merchandife,  which  he  has  purchafed  here 
in  the  Weft  during  his  relidence  at  Paris. 

It  will  be  pity  to  affront  this  hoaeft  ft  ranger,  by 
2  railing  fcandals  on  him,  as  if  he  were  a  counterfeit, 
and  I  know  not  what ;  this  will  appear  inhofpitable, 
and  unworthy  of  the  Englifh  candour  and  generality. 

To  fpeak  without  an  allegory,  in  this  third  vo¬ 
lume  of  Letters,  as  in  the  former  two,  you  will  find 
an  exa£t  continuation  of  modern  hiftory,  acquaint¬ 
ing  you  with  all  the  memorable  fieges,  battles,  and 
campaigns,  that  were  in  Europe,  from  the  year  164J 
to  1649;  as  alfo,  with  all  the  remarkable  negotia¬ 
tions  and  tranfadions  of  date,  embaflies,  leagues, 
and  overtures  of  princes  }  the  policies  and  intrigues 
of  public  minifters,  efpecially  thofe  of  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini  ;  the  great  and  ftupendous  revolutions  and 
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civil  wars  in  England,  China,  Naples,  Turkey,  and 
Paris ;  the  prodigious  rife  of  a  poor  young  beardlefs 
fifherman  to  the  height  of  fovereign  power ;  the  dif- 
mal  tragedies  of  an  Englifh  king,  and  Chinefe  em¬ 
peror  ;  with  the  murder  of  a  Turkifh  fultan  ;  and  all 
thefe  intermixed  with  proper  and  ufeful  remarks, 
pleafant  and  agreeable  ftories,  couched  in  a  fly le, 
which  being  peculiar  to  the  Arabians,  cannot  be 
matched  in  any  other  writings  that  are  extant. 

If  his  philofophy  will  not  abide  the  tell  of  our 
learned  virtuofi,  yet  it  may  pafs  rnufter  in  a  Maho¬ 
metan,  fmee  it  is  taken  for  granted,  that  the  men  of 
that  faith  rarely  apply  themfelves  to  fuch  ftudies,  or 
at  leaft  not  in  the  method  ufed  in  Chriftian  fchools ; 
they  may  have  the  fame  ideas  of  natural  things  as 
we,  but  they  exprefs  themfelves  in  a  different  man¬ 
ner. 

As  for  his  morals,  they  are  folid  and  grave,  and 
fuch  as  could  not  be  reprehended  even  in  a  Chriftian 
writer,  if  we  reduce  what  he  fays  to  univerfals  •,  for, 
abftrafting  from  the  particular  obligations  he  had  to 
his  native  religion,  and  to  the  Grand  Signior,  whofe 
flave  he  was,  there  will  be  found  little  difference  be¬ 
tween  his  ethics  and  ours ;  he  every  where  recom¬ 
mends  loyalty,  juftice,  fortitude,  temperance,  pru¬ 
dence,  and  all  thofe  other  virtues  wdiich  are  requifitc 
to  fill  up  the  chara&er  of  a  hero  or  a  faint. 

And  wdio  will  not  bear  with  him  for  patronifing 
the  religion  and  intereft  in  which  he  was  bred  ?  it 
being  natural  for  all  men  to  adhere  to  the  notions 
they  have  fucked  in  with  their  mother’s  milk.  In 
this  alfo  he  fliows  great  moderation,  and  a  more  un- 
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biafled  temper  than  one  would  expedd  from  a  Turk, 
which  may  in  part  be  afcribed  to  his  dudying  in  the 
Chridian  academics,  his  converlation  with  the  learn- 
eded  men  in  Paris,  and  fome  of  the  mod  accom- 
pliflred  perfons  in  the  world.  Hence  it  was  that  he 
was  accufed  by  his  fuperiors  at  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
of  inclining  to  Chriftianity  or  atheifm  ;  as  he  takes 
notice,  in  his  apology  to  a  religious  dignitary,  in  the 
fird  letter  of  the  third  book  of  this  volume,  page 
182,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred  for  farther  fa- 
tisfa&ion. 

In  his  mod  familiar  letters,  fuch  as  this  lad  men¬ 
tioned,  and  others  to  his  intimate  friends,  you  will 
find  fome  expreffions,  difcovering  a  certain  finenefs 
and  drength  of  thought,  which  is  not  very  common 
in  Chridian  writers  ;  which  is  an  argument  that  the 
Mahometans  are  not  all  fuch  blockheads  as  we  take 
them  for. 

And  though  his  picture,  which  we  have  affixed  to 
our  tranflation,  fince  we  had  the  Italian  tomes,  re- 
prefents  no  extraordinary  perfon,  yet  you  know  Ju¬ 
venal’s  remark,  “  Fronti  nulla  fides.”  And  it  has 
been  a  common  obfervation  of  one  of  the  greateft 
philofophers  in  this  age,  “  That  by  his  outward 
afpedd,  no  man  would  guefs  what  an  iiludrious  foul 
lodged  within.” 

If  you  would  know  how  the  Italian  came  by  this 
pi&ure  (for  in  his  preface  he  aflerts  it  to  be  the  true 
effigies  of  this  Arabian),  he  fays,  that  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fecretary  of  Cardinal  Mazarini, 
and  frequenting  his  houfe,  he  faw  a  piddure  hang 
in  his  clofet,  with  this  infcription  at  the  bottom,  xt- 
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TUS  DE  MOLDAVIA,  CLERICUS.  .SEtatis  fuse  LXXII. 
He  a  Iked  the  gentleman  who  this  Titus  was,  who 
informed  him,  that  he  was  a  great  traveller,  and  un¬ 
derflood  many  languages,  efpecially  the  Sclavonian, 
Greek,  and  Arabic,  on  which  account  Cardinal  Rich- 
lieu,  and  his  fuccefior  Mazarini,  had  made- great  ufe 
of  him  ;  and  that  the  latter  had  caufcd  that  pidhure 
of  the  Moldavian  to  be  drawn  and  hung  up  in  his 
clofet,  from  whence  he  had  it.  Our  Italian  being 
fatisficd,  after  fome  difcourfe  about  him,  that  this 
ftranger  was  the  very  Arabian  whofe  writings  he  had 
fo  happily  found,  got  leave  of  the  gentleman  to  have 
a  draught  of  the  pidlure  taken  by  a  Ikilful  limner, 
which  he  afterwards  placed  in  the  front  of  his  trans¬ 
lation. 

There  is  one  of  thefe  letters,  page  218,  wants  a 
beginning  in  the  Italian  copy,  which  the  author  of 
that  tranllation  takes  notice  of  in  his  preface,  fay¬ 
ing,  that  by  Some  accident  or  other,  the  Arabic  pa¬ 
per  had  been  torn  afunder,  and  one  part  was  mif¬ 
fing. 

There  needs  no  more  to  be  faid,  but  to  acquaint 
the  reader  that  we  are  going  forward  with  the  Eng¬ 
lish  tranllation  of  thefe  letters  as  fall  as  we  can  ;  fo 
that  in  all  probability  you  may  expe<Et  a  fourth  vo¬ 
lume  before  Chriftmas,  wherein  you  will  find  more 
particular  remarks  on  our  Engfifh  affairs,  with  poli¬ 
tical  difcourfes  on  the  original  and  diffolution  of  go¬ 
vernments  j  as  alfo-many  curious  paffages  during  the 
wars  of  Paris,  which  have  not  hitherto  come  to  pub¬ 
lic  view.  In  fine,  you  will  there  be  informed  of  all 
the  remarkable  events  that  happened  at  that  time, 
either  in  peace  or  war,  on  the  whole  globe.  Adieu. 
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BOOK  I. 

LETTER  I. — Mahmut,  an  Arabian  at  Paris,  to  Na¬ 
than  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

I  b e lei  v e  the  news  of  my  imprifonment  might  fill  thee 
with  doubts  of  thy  own  liberty,  and  make  thee  careful 
to  avoid,  at  Vienna,  fuch  a  misfortune  as  befel  me  at  Pa¬ 
ris  ;  yet  if  thou  wert  much  furprifed  at  this  accident,  it 
is  an  argument  that  thou  art  but  a  novice  in  the  world, 
and  art  yet  to  learn  the  firft  rudiments  of  ufeful  wifdom, 
which  teach  us  “  that  there  is  no  fledfaflnefs  in  human 
affairs.” 

There  has  nothing  happened  to  me  in  this  which  I 
was  not  before  provided  for  ;  neither  did  the  fuddennefs 
of  the  event  make  me  change  countenance.  I  fmiled  at 
the  fulfilling  my  own  prefages,  and  went  to  prifon  as 
unconcerned  as  I  would  have  gone  home  to  my  lodging  : 
not  that  I  would  have  thee  think  I  was  infenfible  of  a 
lofs  fo  affli&ing  as  that  of  liberty  ;  but  my  chains  did 
Vol.  III.  A 


2 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  III. 


not  appear  fo  very  formidable,  having  made  them  fami¬ 
liar  to  my  thoughts  long  before. 

When  I  firft  came  to  Paris,  I  looked  on  myfelf  but  as 
a  prifoner  at  large,  owing  the  freedom  I  had  to  walk  a- 
bout  only  to  the  carelefsnefs  of  the  Hate  and  the  favour 
of  deftiny  ;  fc  that  when  that  indulgence  was  retrench¬ 
ed,  no  new  thing  happened  to  me.  What  I  had  expect¬ 
ed  for  feven  years  together,  could  not  feem  ftrange  when 
it  came  to  pafs. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  thou  mayeft  learn  to  prepare 
thyfelf  for  the  worlt  events,  which  commonly  Heal  upon 
the  fecure  and  unthinking,  being  wrapped  up  in  greater 
darkr.efs  and  fdence  than  the  moments  which  bring  them 
to  light.  Thefe  Aide  away  without  our  advertifement, 
unfeen,  unheard  :  neither  can  our  watches  or  dials  inform 
us  any  thing  of  them  till  they  are  palled  ;  fo  there  is  no 
index  to  point  out  to  us  the  hidden  decrees  of  fate  till 
they  are  accomplilhed  ;  no  ephemeris  of  deftiny,  but  our 
own  experience. 

Thou,  and  all  thy  nation,  are  fufpeCted  by  the  Chri- 
ftians  ;  they  efteem  you  enemies  of  their  intereft  as  well 
as  of  their  law.  They  dtfpife  and  vilify  you,  calling  you 
“  the  accnrfed  of  God  yet  they  admit  you  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  commonwealth ;  they  receive  you  to  the 
proteCHon  of  their  laws,  and  entruft  you  with  their  fe- 
crets,  that  they  may  ferve  themfelves  of  your  money. 
Thus  are  you  become  bankers  for  your  fworn  enemies  ; 
and  while  vou  profefs  an  eternal  obedience  to  the  injunc¬ 
tions  of  Mofes,  you  make  underhand  leagues  with  the 
difciples  of  Jefus.  I  do  not  accufe  your  commerce  with 
thefe  infidels  ;  but  I  fay  you  have  reafon  to  be  upon  your 
guard  when  you  are  environed  with  fo  many  millions  of 
enemies.  They  are  not  ignorant  of  the  intimacies  be¬ 
tween  the  minifters  of  the  Sublime  Porte  and  thofe  or 
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thy  nation  :  It  is  common  in  the  mouths  of  the  French, 
that  the  jews  are  the  Turks  intelligencers.  Thou  ought- 
eft  therefore  to  have  a  fpecial  regard  to  thy  conduct,  that 
no  imprudent  a&ion  may  expdfe  thee  to  the  jealoufy  of 
the  ftate  where  thou  refideft.  That  court  is  full  of  eyes ; 
and  thou  haft  need  of  a  ftrnfter  veil  than  what  thou  wear- 
eft  in  the  fynagogue.  The  very  walls  of  thy  houfe  will 
betray  thee,  and  thy  domeftics  may  prove  thy  greatelfc 
enemies  ;  yet  fufpeft  none  more  than  thyfelf.  This  will 
not  feem  harftr  counfel,  if  thou  reflefteft  twice  on  it, 
there  being  nothing  more  certain,  than  that  it  is  not  fo 
eafy  to  defend  one’s  felf  from  him  in  whom  we  confide, 
as  from  one  we  are  jealous  of ;  and  every  man  is  apt  to 
put  too  much  truft  in  himfelf.  I  believe  thou  art  faith¬ 
ful,  and  abhorreft  treachery  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  thou 
mayeft  be  remifs  and  weak.  What  could  not  be  extort¬ 
ed  from  thee  by  an  open  enemy,  may  be  difeovered  by 
the  infinuations  of  a  pretended  friend.  Thy  own  good 
nature  may  cajole  thee  ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  no  fmall 
point  of  wifdom  “  to  beware  of  thyfelf.”  As  for  con¬ 
tingencies,  I  advife  thee  not  to  be  perplexed  about  them, 
or  be  uneafy.  Thou  canft  not  avoid  the  inevitable  ap¬ 
pointments  of  Heaven  ;  only  be  ready  for  the  worft  that 
may  happen,  fince  thou  canft  never  be  certain  of  any 
thing. 

Thy  predeceffor  Carcoa  was  a  man  of  exquifite  fore- 
caft,  always  on  his  watch,  prying  into  the  dark  orb  of 
futuiities  ;  yet  an  accident  furprifed  him  once,  of  which 
his  ft  rift  eft  caution  never  gave  him  warning.  I  read  it 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Kaimacham,  which  thou  fent- 
eft  me  from  Vienna.  The  ftcry  is  this  r  As  he  was  one 
day  writing  difpatches  to  the  Porte,  a  certain  tame  bird 
which  he  kept  for  his  divertifemeut,  fnatches  from  the 
table  the  paper  on  which  he  was  writing  to  the  tefter- 
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car,  and  the  window  being  open,  foes  with  it  cut  into 
the  ftreets.  The  paper  was  dropped  in  the  garden  of  the 
Auguftin  friars  at  the  eery  moment  when  the  Spanish  am- 
baffador  was  walking  there  with  the  general  of  that  or¬ 
der.  It  is  true,  the  letter  was  unfinifhed,  no  name  fub- 
fcribed,  and  fo  Carcoa  efcaped  an  imminent  hazard  of 
his  life ;  but  the  fecrets  therein  contained  gave  a  valf 
fufpicion  to  the  Imperial  Court,  it  being  foon  carried  to 
the  principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  by  him  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  emperor  and  divan.  Strift  inquifition  was 
made  throughout  the  city  for  the  author  of  that  letter  ; 
a  reward  of  a  thoufand  rixdollars  promifed  to  any  that 
would  difcover  him.  The  bird  was  feen  by  many  to  fly 
along  with  a  paper  in  her  bill,  but  from  whence  (he  came 
none  knew,  nor  had  any  curious  eye  attended  her  uncer¬ 
tain  motions  back  ;  no  man  divining,  that  that  paper  was 
defigned  to  tranfmit  to  the  ever-happy  Poi'te,  the  mod: 
important  counfels  of  the  German  empire.  Neitner  was 
Carcoa’s  hand  taken  notice  of,  having  lived  very  piivate- 
ly,  and  ufed  another  chat-after  in  his  common  dealings  ; 
but  how  near  was  he  to  adifcovery,  when  he  fays  himfclf 
in  his  letter,  that  he  wanted  but  five  words  to  the  con- 
clufion,  where  he  wouid  have  fubfcribed  his  name  !  Tiom 
hence  thou  mayeft  learn,  that  a  mariner  in  a  tempefc,  a- 
monsft  rocks  and  fands,  runs  not  greater  hazards  than  he 
who  afts  in  thy  ftation. 

However,  thou  mayeft  now  continue  thy  advices  to 
Paris,  but  obferve  the  directions  of  Eliachim,  who  brings 
thee  this  letter.  He  will  inform  thee  of  whatfoever  is 
r.eceffary  for  thee  to  know,  taking  this  journey  on  pur- 
pofe  to  prevent  the  wakeful  jealoufy  and  aftive  inquifi¬ 
tion  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  from  whom  nothing  can  be 
hid  that  is  trufted  to  the  pofts.  Receive  him  with  An¬ 
gular  honour ;  he  is  an  incorruptible  friend  of  the  Otto- 
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man  Porte.  From  him  thou  (halt  learn  the  fafeft  methods 
of  our  future  correfpondence,  He  is  the  Apollo  of  thy 
nation  ;  and  his  wifdom  and  fidelity  will  be  recorded  in 
the  regiffer  of  that  empire,  which  (hall  know  no  earlier 
period  than  the  moon,  whofe  crefcent  is  her  arms,  anu 
the  happy  omen  of  her  encreafing  luftre. 

When  thou  beholdeit  that  noble  enfign  of  Mahomet 
on  the  top  of  the  chief  temple  of  Jefus  in  Vienna,  let  it 
augment  thy  veneration  of  our  law,  and  convince  thee, 
that  all  nations  muft  fubmit  to  the  meflenger  of  God,  and 
feal  of  the  prophets.  Be  faithful  and  wife,  and  thou 
canil  not  mifs  of  happinefs. 

Paris,  28th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645, 
according  to  the  Chriftian  flyle. 


II. — To  the  KaimachaiH. 

Since  my  releafe  I  have  informed  myfelf  of  fome  paf- 
fages  to  which  I  was  a  ftranger  during  my  reftraint.  The 
Tranfylvanian  agent  continues  (fill  at  this  court ;  and  his 
negotiation  is  not  now  a  fecret.  Monfieur  Croiffy  is  gone 
ambaffador-extraordinary  to  Prince  Ragotfki,  on  the 
fame  errand  from  this  crown.  The  fubjedt  matter  of  both 
their  embaffies  is  a  league.  Cardinal  Mazarini  fufpedted 
tergiverfation  in  that  prince,  and  that  he  would  private¬ 
ly  treat  with  the  emperor,  if  the  Grand  Signior  (hould 
withdraw  his  affiftance  and  protection  from  him,  or  if 
he  himfelt  (hould  grow  weary  of  the  war.  Wherefore 
Monfieur  Croiffy,  according  to  the  cardinal’s  inftrudfions, 
would  not  fign  the  league,  till  R.agot(ki  had  called  home 
his  amhaffadors,  who  were  treating  with  the  Imperialifts 
at  Tyrne,  and  fent  away  the  German  envoy  from  his 
camp. 
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The  league  being  concluded,  he  infilled  on  the  necef- 
fity  the  prince  lay  under  of  marching  his  army  nearer  to 
Torftcnfon  the  Swedifh  general,  that  fo  they  might  fup- 
port  one  another  againft  the  German  forces. 

This  was  the  pretence  ;  but  in  reality  it  was  defigned 
to  engage  the  Tranfyl vania ns  beyond  the  power  of  a  re¬ 
treat,  and  to  poll  them  under  the  eye  of  the  Swedifn  ge¬ 
neral,  who  foon  after  polfcffed  himfelf  of  Tyine,  the 
place  appointed  for  treaty  between  the  Imperialifts  and 
Prince  Ragotlki. 

It  is  a  town  in  the  Lower  Hungary,  not  far  from 
Prefburgh.  The  Swedes  entered  this  place  the  17th  of 
the  rth  moon,  but  left  a  garrifon  in  it  of  feven  hundred 
Hungarian  horfe  and  three  hundred  foot,  according  to 
their  articles  with  the  befieged. 

Thefe  were  foon  forced  to  quit  the  town  by  Count 
Forgatfeh,  an  Imperialitl,  the  Swedes  and  Tranfylvanians 
being  marched  a  great  dillance  off ;  and  it  is  faid  this 
Hungarian  garrifon  yielded  not  unwillingly  to  the  Impe¬ 
rial  arms. 

It  is  certain,  General  Torftenfon  puts  but  fmall  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  Hungarian  foldiers  ;  for  above  fix  hundred 
of  the  common  fort  deferted  him  the  29th  of  the  5th 
moon,  and  the  reft  raifed  fuch  frequent  tumults  and  mu¬ 
tinies,  that  their  commanders  Hood  in  more  fear  of  them 
than  of  their  enemies.  It  is  reported  likewife,  that 
there  has  been  lately  no  good  underllanding  between  Ra- 
gotlki  and  Torftenfon,  about  the  defigned  fiege  of  Pref¬ 
burgh';  the  former  feeming  too  much  to  favour  the  Hun¬ 
garians,  and  being  rather  inclined  to  carry  his  arms  into 
the  emperor’s  hereditary  countries  ;  yet  he  would  not 
confent  that  Prelburgh  fhould  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Swedes. 

The  French  fay,  that  the  prince  is  humorous  and  wa- 
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vering,  yet  of  a  fair  intention  ;  but  that  the  greateft 
part  of  his  officers  are  corrupted  by  the  emperor  ;  and 
that  therefore  both  they  and  the  common  foldiers  were 
for  peace  ;  only  his  wife,  his  fon,  and  fome  few  of  his 
oounfeilors,  perfuaded  him  to  adhere  to  the  Swedes. 

They  add,  that  the  young  prince,  "being  inftruCted  by 
his  mother  one  day,  in  a  full  affembly  of  the  chief  com¬ 
manders,  made  the  following  oration,  Ragotfki  himfelf 
being  alfo  prefent. 

“  Permit  me,  moft  ferene  and  illuftrious  Prince,  my 
Royal  Father,  to  perform  the  part  of  a  dutiful  fon,  a 
faithful  counfellor,  and  a  loyal  fubjeCt.  The  law  of  na¬ 
ture  and  of  nations  entitles  you  to  my  obedience  ;  and 
the  particular  honour  you  have  done  me,  in  admitting  me 
to  your  cabinet,  obliges  me  to  exemplify  it,  in  an  humble 
remonftrance  of  my  fentiments,  at  a  time  when  the  inte- 
reft  of  Tranfylvania  calls  for  freedom  of  advice. 

“  It  is  with  no  fmall  complacency  that  I  now  behold 
you  encompaffed  with  a  circle  of  heroes,  whofe  valour 
and  fidelity  may  give  fuch  a  luftre  to  your  victorious 
arms  as  fhall  eclipfe  the  glory  of  the  Roman  and  Grecian 
conquerors.  The  Alexanders,  Caefars,  Scipios,  and  Han- 
nibals,  fhall  no  longer  draw  the  world  into  an  admiration 
of  their  obfolete  achievements.  The  regifler  of  your 
deeds  fhall  foil  their  antiquated  hiftories  ;  whilft  Plutarch, 
Tacitus,  and  Livy,  mud  veil  to  modern  pens,  the  record¬ 
ers  of  your  matchlefs  aCtions. 

“  Let  not  the  crafty  infinuations  of  the  German  court 
warp  your  refolutions,  and  cajole  you  with  the  deceitful 
umbrages  of  peace,  only  to  gain  time,  that  they  may 
more  fuccefsfully  carry  on  the  war.  Neither  fuffer  your- 
felves,  al  ready  in  part  victorious,  to  be  amufed  with 
feigned  treaties  and  overtures,  which  you  cannot  but  fuf- 
peCl.  We  are  now  in  a  condition  to  give  the  law,  and 
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fhould  fortune  turn  the  icale,  it  will  ftiil  be  in  our  power 
to  make  our  own  terms  of  compofition.  The  alliance  of 
Sweden  and  France  have  raifed  us  to  a  capacity  of  brav¬ 
ing  all  Europe,  whilib  the  one  with  a  potent  army  on  the 
Rhine,  the  other  on  the  Danube,  keep  the  Imperialifts 
in  fuch  perpetual  atlion,  that  it  will  be  impoffi'ble  for 
them  to  barrier  Germany  from  our  conquering  arms. 
Now  is  the  time  to  raife  Tranfyl vania  above  the  title  of 
a  tributary  province,  and  reftore  this  kingdom  to  her  an¬ 
cient  renown.  If  we  mil's  this  opportunity,  we  muil  for 
ever  be  flares  to  the  Turks  or  Germans.  Let  us  not 
feek  any  longer  proteftion,  but  from  the  juftice  of  onr 
caufe,  and  the  dint  of  our  fwords.  Let  not  France  and 
Sweden  boa'll  cf  their  Turenr.e,  their  Torftenfon,  as  if  no 
other  nation  could  furniih  the  world  with  famous  gene¬ 
rals  !  Whilft  Prince  Ragotflci  lives,  and  live6  at  the  head 
of  fuch  an  army,  vour  fidelity  and  courage  fha.ll  render 
his  name  more  terrible  than  that  of  Tamerlane,  and  his 
attempts  more  profperous  than  thofe  of  Scanderbeg  ; 
and  our  poiterity  {hall  be  obliged  to  raife  pyramids  to 
your  honour  ;  and,  from  your  prefent  achievements,  to 
date  a  new  epocha,  the  eternal  memoir  of  Tranfylvania’s 
redemption.” 

It  is  laid,  that  Ragotflci  was  not  very  well  pleafed  with 
Lis  fon’s  fpeech,  fulpe&ing  that  he  held  fome  private 
correfpondence  with  Torftenfon,  for  whom  he  had  no 
great  affection.  Laft  moon  he  infilled  earneftly  on  the 
money  and  men  promifcd  him  by  Rebenftock  ;  but  Ge¬ 
neral  Torftenfon  thought  it  fufficient  that  he  himfelf  was 
(o  near  him  with  his  forces  ;  yet,  left  he  fhould  take  an 
occafion  of  difcontent,  he  fent  him  a  fupply  of  money  ; 
though  he  was  not  without  fome  apprehenfions  that  the 
prince,  having  received  it,  would  underhand  treat  with 
the  emperor. 
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It  >s  laid  here,  that  a  Chiaus  was  arrived  in  the  Tian- 
fylvanian  camp,  exprefsly  forbidding  Ragotfki  to  enter 
into  the  hereditary  provinces  of  the  emperor  ;  bat  that 
he,  trailing  to  the  ftrength  of  his  army  (which  confifts 
of  ilve-and-twenty  thoufand  Germans,  IVanfylvanians, 
Hungarians,  and  Wallachians),  was  refolved  to  purfue 
Iris  firft  refolution. 

Thou  knoweft  what  ieafons  the  Porte  had  to  fend  him 
this  prohibition.  The  French  fay  it  was  out  of  fear  that 
he  would  join  with  the  emperor’s  forces. 

By  this  thou  mayeil  know  what  opinion  the-  infidels 
entertain  of  the  meafures  taken  by  tine  fovereign  divan. 
They  defcant  at  liberty,  whiift  I  fend  up  vows  to  Hea¬ 
ven  for  the  exaltation  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  8th  Moon,- of  the  Year  1645. 


III. — To  the  InJlruSed  in  all  Knowledge,  the  Venerable 
Mufti. 

Hail,  holy  interpreter  of  the  facred  law  !  may  the  Di¬ 
vine  light  guide  thee  beyond  the  errors  of  human  frailty. 
I  am  amongft  infidels,  enemies  to  the  truth  ;  who  yet 
feem  as  certain  of  being  in  the  right  as  thou  art  fure  they 
are  in  the  wrong.  They  hate  us  with  an  inveterate  ha¬ 
tred.  I  mull  diffemble  my  refentments  ;  whiift,  with  the 
loweft  proftrations  to  the  Unity,  I  celebrate  his  glorious 
mercy,  who  has  fent  us  fuch  a  ftar  to  guide  our  feet  into 
the  way  of  peace. 

The  Chrillians  feoff  at  the  faithful  people,  as  divided 
into  feveral  fefts.  Would  my  death  could  wipe  outthofe 
reproaches,  and  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  holy  profef- 
fion.  I  coold  retort,  that  error  (hows  itfelf  infinite  ia 
them  ;  but  I  muft  hold  my  peace,  and  reftrain  myfelf, 
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left  my  zeal  tranfport  me  beyond  difcretion  ;  remember¬ 
ing  I  am  not  fent  here  to  difpute,  but  to  adt  fecretly  for 
my  great  mafter,  whofe  empire  be  extended  over  all  the 
habitable  world. 

Thefe  poor  wretches  boaft  much  of  their  traditions, 
their  facred  fynods  and  fathers,  as  if  we  ever  wanted  ho¬ 
ly  men,  working  wonders,  and  penetrating  into  the  pro- 
foundeft  myfteries,  by  only  wiping  their  eyes  with  the 
dull  of  their  feet. 

They  talk  much  of  faith  and  reafon  ;  at  which  I  fmile, 
as  knowing  it  to  be  only  education  :  yet,  as  the  worft  of 
•  people  have  fomething  that  is  good,  fo  thefe  are  not 
wholly  deftitute  of  devotion.  They  pray  often,  but  not 
fo  often  as  the  true  believers,  it  being,  as  thou  knoweft, 
a  juft  exception  againft  a  witnefs  amongft  us,  “  that  he 
prays  not  fix  times  a-day.”  They  pray  to  men  and  wo¬ 
men  deceafed,  whereas  thou  knoweft  there  is  no  Deity 
but  one.  They  faft  often,  but  not  fo  ftridlly  as  the  af- 
fifted  with  the  virtue  of  the  fupreme  difpenfer  of  graces. 
They  are  charitable,  but  this  hinders  them  not  from  ex¬ 
cluding  all  from  the  bleft  abodes,  who  are  not  of  their 
belief ;  whereas  thou  affirmed  (who  art  the  refolver  of 
all  the  problems  of  faith)  that  it  will  go  well  at  the  laft 
day  with  all  honeft  people,  feeing  thefe  have  all  the  fame 
object  of  worlhip,  and  their  different  religions  are  but 
as  fo  many  different  ways,  which  lead  a  man  to  the  fame 
place  of  reft,  like  various  roads  to  the  fame  city. 

Thefe  Chriftians  whip  themfelves  often  with  fmall  cords; 
which  humour,  they  fay,  was  fet  on  foot  by  an  hermit’s 
preaching  and  example.  Not  many  countries  diftant  from 
that  where  I  am,  there  happened  fuch  an  odd  inftance  of 
this  extravagant  zeal  (which  was  to  be  heightened,  it 
£eems,  with  the  fumes  of  wine)  as  plainly  juftifiesour  pro¬ 
phet’s  wifdom,  in  charging  the  faithful  to  avoid  it.  It 
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was  particularly  the  cuftom  of  feveral  people  in  this  place, 
in  their  proceffions,  to  whip  themfelves,  till  the  blood 
Unearned  down  their  frocks,  which  were  fo  made,  as  to 
cover  their  faces,  and  leave  only  their  backs  bare.  One 
of  thefe  zealots,  diftrufting  the  firmnefs  of  hk  conftitu- 
tion,  had  taken  fuch  large  draughts  of  this  intoxicating 
liquor,  that  reeling  up  and  down  with  his  whip  in  his 
hand,  and  his  head  againft.  the  walls,  he  was  followed  by 
all  the  boys  of  the  town  hooting  after  him,  which  fo 
leffcned  the  repute  of  this  fottiih  religion,  as  made  them 
abftain  for  the  future  from  this  pompous  ufage  of  it. 
What  low  thoughts  have  thefe  people  of  the  Almighty 
Lord  of  all ;  when,  allowing  him  to  be  Omnipotent,  yet. 
reprefent  him  to  themfelves  and  others  as  delighting  in 
cruelty  ;  whereas,  thou  knoweft  this  paffion  is  only  to 
be  found  amongft  the  weak  and  miferable. 

That  the  Divine  Prcferver  of  men  may  continue  thee 
long  for  the  edification  of  his  eleft,  are  the  paffionate 
wilhes  of  the  meaneft  of  thy  fervants,  Mahmut. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  cth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


IV. — To  Mustapha,  Berber  Agci. 

Would  to  God  I  could  converfe  with  thee  face  to 
face  in  the  feraglio,  as  in  former  times.  I  vent  many  paf¬ 
fionate  wifhes  to  Conftantinople,  that  happy  refidence  of 
my  beft  friends,  the  nurfery  of  my  childhood,  the  fchool 
of  my  youth,  and,  I  hope,  the  future  repofitory  of  my 
old  age.  When  1  think  of  that  city,  it  is  with  a  paffion 
hardly  fecond  to  that  which  I  chcrilh  for  the  place  of 
my  nativity.  In  Arabia,  it  is  true,  I  firft  faw  the  light 
of  the  fun,  but  it  was  in  Greece  1  received  the  more 
friendly  illuminations  oi  the  moon,  the  fplendours  of  the 
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true  faith ;  which,  though  they  difclofe  not  to  us  fo 
clear  a  profpeCt  of  the  earth  and  all  its  gaieties,  yet  they 
prefent  us  with  an  unveiled  difcovery  of  the  heavens  and 
liars,  fhowing  us  paradife  with  its  glittering  inhabitants, 
the  purpled  colonies  of  true  believers,  champions  and 
martyrs  of  the  eternal  unity.  In  the  defavt  I  left  my 
father,  or  rather  he  left  me,  before  I  found  mvfelf,  be¬ 
ing  but  an  infant  when  he  died,  but  in  the  city  I  found 
friends,  which  is  not  a  lefs  endearing  title.  He  gave  me 
but  my  birth,  whereby  I  entered  on  the  itage  of  mife- 
ries,  with  which  he  foon  after  left  me  to  ftruggle,  before 
I  could  diflinguifh  mifery  from  happinefs.  But  they 
gave  me  education,  which  taught  me  how  to  Ihun  thofe 
evils  which  are  the  natural  confequences  of  our  birth ; 
fo  that  in  the  main,  I  am  more  indebted  to  them  than  to 
him.  Let  it  be  howr  it  will,  I  cannot  ceafe  to  love  them, 
and  often  wilh  myfelf  with  them.  This  is  a  fecond  na¬ 
ture.  And  becaufe  I  cannot  have  my  defires  fulfilled  in 
that,  I  gratify  myfelf  by  often  writing  to  them.  Should 
I  make  comparifons,  thou  wilt  fay,  I  am  a  flatterer. 
Suffice  it  to  tell  thee,  that  thou  art  one  of  the  number, 
whofe  remembrance  affedls  me  w-ith  fenfible  complacency. 
Yet  I  cannot  write  to  thee,  nor  any  of  my  friends,  fo 
often  as  I  would,  without  entrenching  on  the  obligations 
I  have  to-  the  other  minilters  of  the  Sublime  Porte.  I 
fend  difpatches  to  all  by  turns,  facrificing  my  private  re¬ 
gards  to  the  expectations  of  the  Hate,  and  the  pleafure 
of  my  fuperiors. 

Had  I  been  at  liberty,  I  could  have  fent  thee  the  ear- 
lielt  news  of  the  daughter  which  the  Germans  made 
three  moons  ago  in  the  French  army  at  Margentheim. 
It  is  not  too  late  now  to  fay  fomething  of  it..  The  im- 
perialifts  owe  that  triumph  to  the  candour  of  Turenne, 
and  the  degenerate  craft  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  who, 
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to  lull  the  French  in  a  fatal  fecurity,  fent  an  agent  into 
France  to  negotiate  a  peace,  with  deceitful  overtures 
and  umbrages  ;  commanding  alio,  that  none  of  his  fob 
diers  fhould  dare  to  call  the  French  their  enemies.  Yet 
feme  lay  the  blame  of  this  overthrow  on  the  Swedes, 
whofe  unfeafonable  fufpicion  of  a  private  treaty  between 
the  French  and  Germans,  hindered  Torftenfon  from  join¬ 
ing  the  former,  and  expofed  Turenne,  with  his  raw  and  un¬ 
experienced  forces,  to  the  numerous  army  of  veteran  Im* 
perialifts. 

It  was  a  fatal  engagement,  and  the  French  loft  many 
brave  men,  befides  an  hundred  and  fifty  commanders 
taken  prifoners,  fifteen  hundred  of  the  common  foldiers, 
fifty  enfigns,  with  many  waggons,  and  four  mules  laden 
with  money. 

It  is  reported,  that  whilft  Turenne,  in  the  general  re¬ 
treat  and  flight  of  his  army,  betook  himfelf  to  Margen- 
theim,  as  be  lay  on  bis  bed  the  firft  night,  one  of  his  of¬ 
ficers  was  coming  to  alarm  him  with  the  news  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans  approach  to  that  town,  but  unfortunately  ftumbled 
at  his  chamber  door,  with  the  noife  of  which  Turenne 
awaked,  and  fearing  fome  attempt  on  his  life,  leaped 
off  his  bed  with  his  drawn  fword,  and  making  toward 
the  door,  juft  as  the  officer  opened  it,  he  run  him  into 
the  heart ;  by  which  miftake  he  himfelf,  and  the  troops 
that  were  in  the  town  with  him,  had  like  to  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Bavarians.  But  receiving  notice 
of  their  approach  accidentally  by  fome  other  means,  he 
withdrew  his  troops  out  of  the  town  by^ji  contrary  road, 
and  efcaped  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies. 

This  victory  has  given  new  courage  to  the  imperialifts, 
and  has  not  much  difpiritea  the  French,  who  are  by  this 
lofs  en firmed  with  greater  ardours,  meditating  a  fpeedy 
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revenue.  The  renius  of  this  court  feems  to  be  ua- 

O  O 

daunted,  breath:.'  g  nothing  but  war. 

I  Tail  not  fail  to  lend  thee  fuch  intelligence  as  will 
demenilrate  that  Mahmot  panes  not  away  Lis  time  in 
vain. 

I  pra-r  the  fosereign  of  as  many  empires  as  there  be 
worlds,  to  ciitinguiih  thee  by  fome  particular  mark  of  Lis 
favour,  front  the  crowd  of  tacfe  be  makes  happy. 

Paris  4th  of  the  Eli  Mood,  of  the  Year  1645. 


V. — 1 to  Sbashim  Istkam.  a  Bhicl  Eunuch . 

At  length  thou  baft  ccncefeended  to  beg  my  pardon, 
for  the  calumnies  thy  tongue  has  loaded  me  with.  I  ant 
not  ill  pleaded  with  thy  letter ;  it  abounds  with  elegant 
expreiHons  of  thy  forrow,  for  an  offence  to  which  thou 
ha  ail  no  provocation.  Thy  fubmiffion,  though  late,  a- 
bates  my  refentment ;  and,  if  thou  performefi  thy  pro* 
wife,  i:  is  banilhed.  The  firit  crime  fo  ingenucufly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  claims  a  title  to  fbrgivenels.  ILet  eternal 
oblivion  feal  it.  I  am  cot  by  nature  revengeful.  I  ra¬ 
ther  bluth  :Vr  (hame,  than  grow  pale  with  anger  at  him 
that  injures  me.  Y et  fclf  prc-fervatioa  will  roufe  cur  choler, 
which  is  the  moil  active  humour,  and  precipitates  many 
to  violent  courles.  The  effect  it  has  on  me,  is  to  put 
me  on  my  guard,  left  he  who  has  wronged  me,  without 
any  figns  of  repentance,  fhould  continue  his  malice  to 
my  deibru&ion.  Bur  thou  hail  difperfed  all  my  fufpi- 
cioas  by  thy  feafonable  addrefs,  and  if  I  cannot  pro¬ 
nounce  thee  innocent,  I  will  believe  thou  art  not  incor¬ 
rigible.  The  beft  advice  I  can  give  thee  is,  hencefor- 
wards  to  attend  to  thy  own  affairs,  and  refrain  from  thofe 
of  others}  remembering  the  Arabian  proverb,  “  He  that 
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peeps  in  at  his  neighbour’s  window,  may  chance  to  lofe 
his  eyes.”  There  is  a  great  deal  of  wifdom  oouched  in 
thefe  ftiort  fentences.  They  are  not  the  produdl  of  one 
man’s  experience,  nor  of  a  few,  but  they  are  the  refult 
of  univerfal  obfervation  ;  and  our  country  has  been  happy 
above  others  in  the  choice  of  her  proverbs.  This  that  I 
mentioned,  is  peculiar  to  the  eaft,  yet  I  can  produce  an 
inftance  whereby  it  was  lately  verified  in  the  weft. 

There  is  hardly  a  night  pafles  in  this  populous  city, 
wherein  fome  murder  is  not  committed  in  the  ftreets. 
Two  nights  ago  a  man  was  found  dead  on  the  ground  ; 
whereupon  a  tumult  was  gathered  about  his  bleeding  car- 
cafe.  Amongft  the  reft,  a  fellow  came  crowding  in,  in- 
quifitive  what  fhould  be  the  matter.  Thofe  who  flood 
by  beholding  his  clothes  bloody,  which  he  was  not  fen- 
fible  of  himfelf,  feized  on  him  as  the  murderer.  His 
wild  looks  increafed  their  jealoufy,  and  the  incoherent 
words  with  which  he  endeavoured  to  excufe  himfelf,  ren¬ 
dered  him  guilty  in  the  judgment  of  the  rabble.  They 
carried  him  before  a  cadi,  by  whom  he  was  ftricily  exa¬ 
mined  ;  he  ftoutly  denied  the  fad!,  and  no  proof  could 
be  brought  againft  him  but  his  ftained  clothes.  It  is  the 
cuftom  here,  to  put  to  the  torture  perfons  fufpedled  of' 
capital  crimes,  in  ord  r  to  draw  a  confeffion  of  the  truth. 
This  they  did  to  this  poor  wretch  ;  and  in  the  extremity 
of  his  pains,  he  acknowledged  he  had  killed  his  wife 
that  evening,  but  was  altogether  innocent  of  this  poor 
man’s  death  who  was  murdered  in  the  ftreet.  All  the 
torments  they  inflidted  could  force  no  other  confeflion 
from  him,  fave  that  which  his  real  guilt  prompted  him 
to  make,  for  which  he  was  condemned  to  death  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  laws.  Thou  feeft  by  this,  that  had  he  gone 
about  his  bufinefs,  without  prying  into  other  men’s  mat¬ 
ters,  he  might  have  efcaped  a  difcovery.  But  that  med- 
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tiling  itch  of  the  imprudent  betrayed  him  (not  without 
the  particular  direction  of  fate)  to  a  death  which  indeed 
he  merited,  but  not  on  the  fcore  of  the  murdered  man, 
whom  he  went  out  of  his  way  to  fee. 

Thou  wilt  fay,  this  ftory  is  not  applicable  to  thy  cafe, 
nnce  thou  haft  never  yet  embrued  thy  hands  in  any  man’s 
blood.  I  tell  thee,  what  I  have  faid  was  not  defitrned  as 
a  reflection  on  thy  paft  offence  (let  it  be  forgotten)  ;  but 
as  a  caution  for  the  future,  not  to  engage  thyfelf  in  mat¬ 
ters  out  of  thy  fphere  ;  for  a  bufy  body  is  never  without 
troubles. 

Above  all,  I  counfd  thee  to  praftife  the  government 
of  the  tongue,  which  is  a' great  virtue,  efpecially  in  the 
courts  of  princes.  The  Arabians  fay,  “  That  a  wife 
man’s  foul  repofes  at  the  root  of  his  tongue,  but  a  fool’s 
‘is  ever  dancing  on  the  tip.” 

Thou  haft  no  reafon  to  take  in  ill  part  the  freedom 
with  which  I  advife  thee  for  thy  good,  unlefs  thou  think- 
eft  thyfelf  too  old  to  learn.  But  I  have  a  better  opi¬ 
nion  of  thee  than  to  rank  thee  among  Pythagoras's  affes. 

I  have  faid  enough  for  a  friend  too  much  for  an  ene¬ 
my.  It  is  in  thy  own  choice  to  make  me  which  thou 
pleafeft.  Adieu. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


VI.- — To  Zelim  of  Rhodes,  Captain  of  a  Galley. 

T hou  haft  never  vouchfafed  to  acknowledge  the  advice 
I  lent  thee  fome  years  ago,  of  a  Chriftian’s  defign  againft 
thy  life.  Perhaps  he  wanted  an  opportunity  to  put  his 
revenge  in  execution  that  way  ;  and  therefore  the  cau¬ 
tion  I  gave  thee  looked  like  a  falfe  alarm.  Thou  truft- 
rft  in  thy  courage,  the  ftrength  of  thy  veffel,  the  multi- 
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tude  and  fidelity  of  thy  flaves,  ^nd  thinkeft  thyftlf  in¬ 
vulnerable.  But  let  me  tell  thee,  that  neither  thy  courage- 
nor  thy  veffel,  can  defend  thee  from  the  ftroke  of  deftiny, 
and  thou  haft  no  greater  enemies  than  thofe  who  eat  thy 
bread.  Whether  it  be  the  continuance  of  thy  cruelty, 
or  the  natural  regret  of  fervitude  has  rendered  them  fo, 
I  know  not ;  but  if  what  I  am  informed  of  be  true,  thou 
art  the  miferableft  man  in  the  world.  Wert  thou  only 
in  danger  to  lofe  thy  life  by  a  ftab,  a  bullet,  or  the  fwift 
effe&s  of  poifon,  it  would  be  a  happinefs  in  comparifon 
of  the  method  that  is  now  taken  to  deftroy  thee  ;  and 
the  invifible  death  which  thou  wert  formerly  to  receive 
from  a  prayer-book,  would  have  been  foft  as  the  ftroke 
of  Cupid’s  arrow,  in  refpedt  of  the  tragical  and  unheard 
of  fate  which  is  now  preparing  for  thee.  Think  not  I 
go  about  to  amufe  or  affright  thee  with  chimera’s  and 
tales,  fuch  as  nurfes  ufe  to  awe  their  children  into  com¬ 
pliance  and  good  manners.  What  I  tell  thee  is  matter 
of  fadf,  and  confirmed  by  many  letters  from  Italy,  to 
feveral  eminent  merchants  in  Paris  ;  I  have  feen  fome  of 
them,  and  hear  that  the  reft  agree  in  the  fame  relation. 

They  give  an  account,  that  at  Naples,  on  the  fecond 
of  the  laft  moon,  three  witches  were  feized  and  accufed 
of  pradtifing  diabolical  arts  ;  of  enchanting  feveral  per- 
fons  ;  of  doing  great  mifehief ;  and,  in  fine,  of  having 
private  commerce  with  the  devil.  They  ftoutly  denied 
all  at  firft,  and  made  very  fubtle  and  plaufible  apologies, 
infomuch,  as  the  inquifitors  were  almoft  perfuaded  of 
their  innocence,  till  it  was  fuggefted  that  their  houfes 
Ihould  be  fearched.  Officers  were  fent  accordingly,  who 
after  a  narrow  ferutiny,  found  fome  magical  books,  fe¬ 
veral  vials  of  ftrange  liquors,  pots  of  ointment,  with  an 
image  of  wax  refembling  a  man,  but  partly  melted.  There 
were  imprinted  on  the  breaft  of  the  image  feveral  uh- 
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known  charafters,  figures,  and  magical  fymbols  ;  and  on 
the  forehead  was  to  be  read  ZELIM  EBEN  SA- 
GRAN.  All  thefe  were  brought  and  expofed  before 
the  i.iquifitors  (of  whofe  office  thou  art  not  ignorant), 
great  dehberation  was  had  about  this  unufual  emergency. 
The  Imawis  and  Cheiks  were  fent  for  and  confulted. 
The  witches  were  examined  apart,  and  put  to  the  torture, 
as  is  the  cuftom  in  capital  crimes.  Admirable  was  their 
conilancy  lor  a  confiderable  time  j  but  at  length,  over, 
come  by  the  continuance  and  fharpnefs  of  their  pains, 
they  confeffed  they  had  for  fome  years  pradlifed  magic 
arts,  converfed  with  familiar  fpirits,  raifed  tempefts,  earth¬ 
quakes,  and  done  other  wicked  feats.  Being  examined 
about  the  image  of  wax,  they  declared,  that  it  was  the 
image  of  a  Turkifh  captain  of  a  galley  whofe  name  was 
written  on  the  forehead  ;  arid  that  they  were  hired  by  cer¬ 
tain  Italians,  who  had  been  Haves  in  the  galley  of  the  faid 
captain,  to  bewitch  him  to  death,  in  the  moft  lingering 
method  they  could  invent  ;  that  in  order  to  this,  they 
had  made  this  image  ;  that  every  night  they  met  toge« 
ther,  with  a  fourth  of  their  gang  (who  was  not  to  be 
found),  and  made  a  fire  of  the  bones  of  dead  men,  which 
they  Hole  from  the  graves  and  charnel-houfes ;  that  they 
laid  this  image  down  at  a  convenient  diftance  before  this 
fire,  repeating  certain  magical  words  and  charms  ;  and 
as  this  image  gradually  melted,  fo  the  body  of  the  faid 
Turkilh  captain  did  infenfibly  wafte  and  decay.  And,  to 
add  to  his  lingering  death  an  intolerable  torment,  they 
balled  the  melting  image  with  the  oils,  and  other  liquors 
which  were  contained  in  the  vials  and  pots  ;  that  by  this 
means  he  was  perpetually  racked  with  moft  pungent  afcd 
acute  pains  in  his  bowels,  head,  and  nil  parts  cf  his  body, 
raging  under  moft  violent  fevers,  infatiable  thirft,  and 
want  cf  lleep.  Finally,  that  this  lingering  kind  of  death 
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would  continue  as  long  as  they  pleafed  to  protraft  the 
diffolution  of  the  waxen  image. 

This  confefiion,  though  extorted  from  the  witches  in 
the  midft  of  infufferable  torments,  yet  was  delivered  with¬ 
out  any  iuconfiftencies,  and  with  all  the  demonftrations 
of  a  real  penitence.  And  being  feconded  with  the  tefti- 
rnonies  of  many  credible  witneffes,  who  had  overfeen 
them  in  fome  of  their  r.odlurnal  ceremonies ;  the  inquifi- 
tors,  moved  with  a  juft  horror  of  fo  nefandous  abomina¬ 
tions,  fentenced  them  to  be  burnt,  and  their  afhes  to  be 
fcattered  into  the  fea  ;  which  was  accordingly  executed 
on  the  fixth  of  the  laft  moon,  in  the  prefence  of  infinite 
fpe&ators. 

The  news  of  this  extraordinary  event  is  freflt  in  the 
mouths  of  almaft  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  ;  yet  no 
man,  I  dare  fay,  hears  it  with  that  concern  for  tne 
Turkifh  captain  as  I  do.  Even  thofe  among  the  Chri- 
ftians  who  abhor  witchcraft,  would  neverthelefs  rejoice, 
if  not  only  thou,  but  all  the  muftulmans  were  deftroyed 
with  enchantments,  fince  they  can  never  hope  it  will 
come  to  pafs  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms. 

I  am  not  credulous  of  every  ftory  that  is  related  of 
witches,  being  fatisiied,  that  fuperftition  and  ignorance 
has  lifted  many  in  that  infernal  number,  who  were  inno¬ 
cent  and  never  deferved  it  ;  fome  having  been  forced  by 
racks  and  tortures  to  confefs  themfelvcs  guilty  of  prac- 
tiling  enchantments,  when,  after  their  execution,  there 
have  appeared  evident  proofs  to  the  contrary.  Yet  I  can¬ 
not  be  fure,  but  that  there  have  been  fome  in  all  ages 
and  nations,  who  have  entered  into  leagues  and  affocia- 
tions  with  devils,  and  have  been  enabled  thereby  to  per¬ 
form  things  above  the  power  of  nature.  However,  I 
have  a  particular  defire  to  hear  from  thee,  and  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  whether  thou  haft  experienced  the  effect  cf  their 
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enchantments.  It  thou  hall  not,  blefs  thy  liars  that 
thou  wert  born  and  bred  a  muffulman,  againtl  whom  the 
magic  of  the  infidels  cannot  prevail  ;  and  that  thou  hall 
fvvallowed  the  imprefiion  of  Mahomet’s  feal,  which  is  of 
force  to  dilfolve  and  make  invalid  all  the  charms  of  men 
and  devils.  But  if  thou  hall  felt  the  force  of  their  en¬ 
chantments,  and  pitieft  away  with  unaccountable  pains 
and  languors,  then  think  with  thyfelf  that  thou  art  de¬ 
fective  in  keeping  fame  point  of  our  holy  law  ;  that  Ma¬ 
homet  is  angry  with  thee,  withdraws  his  protection,  and 
expofes  thee  to  the  malice  of  evil  fpirits.  Neither  per- 
fuade  thyfelf,  that  becaufe  the  three  witches  are  put  to 
death,  thou  fhalt  prefently  recover  thy  former  health  and 
eafe  again  ;  for,  fo  long  as  there  is  a  fourth  living,  and 
out  of  the  reach  of  juftice,  thou  art  net  fafe.  Nay,  if 
fhe  were  taken  and  executed  too,  fo  long  as  thy  enemies 
are  yet  alive,  who  firil  employed  thefe  hags,  thou  art  {till 
at  their  mercy.  They  will  fearch  every  corner  of  Italy, 
and  of  all  Europe,  but  they  will  find  inftruments  of  their 
revenge.  They  will  rummage  hell  itfelf  to  gratify  their 
fury.  The  belt  counfel  I  can  give  thee  in  this  cafe  is, 
to  pacify  thine  enemies  by  extraordinary  afts  of  civility 
to  the  Chriltians,  wherever  thou  meeteft  them  ;  by  uling 
thy  Haves  mildly,  and  giving  them  their  freedom  after 
a  limited  time  of  fervice,  without  exacting  a  ranfom, 
which  neither  they  nor  their  relations  and  friends  can 
ever  be  able  to  pay.  This  will  abate  the  rancour  of  the 
infidels,  and  turn  their  revenge  into  kindnefs  and  love. 
Thou  wilt  every  where  be  free  from  dangers ;  and  thofie 
very  perfons,  who  now  ftudy  all  means  to  take  away  thy 
life,  will  then  hazard  their  own  to  preferve  thee  from 
death. 

Think  not  that  I  go  about  to  perfuade  thee  to  change 
temper  with  thy  Haves,  and  from  the  refolution  and  bra- 
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very  of  a  true  rrufflulman,  to  fink  into  the  abje&  timor- 
oufnefs  of  a  Chriftian.  Be  fearful  only  ox  thyfelf,  and 
Hand  in  awe  of  none  more  than  of  thy  own  confcience. 
There  is  a  Cato  in  every  man,  a  fevere  cenfor  of  his  man¬ 
ners  ;  and  he  that  reverences  this  judge,  will  feldom  do 
any  thing  he  need  to  repent  of.  Let  not  the  authority 
of  thy  Ration  tempt  thee  to  be  cruel  or  unjufl:  ;  but  in 
all  things  “  Do  as  thou  wouldeft  be  done  unto.”  This 
is  a  precept  engraven  on  every  man’s  heart  ;  and  he 
whofe  aftions  write  after  this  copy, will  always  be  at  eafe 
here,  and  tranfcendently  happy  hereafter.  Follow  this 
rule,  and  thou  wilt  experience  the  effedl.  Adieu. 

Paris,  xfl  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


VII. — To  the  Invincible  ViSiER.  Azem. 

If  one  may  judge  of  future  events,  by  applying  to  them 
the  fymptoms  of  things  pall  ;  and  if  a  man  may  compare 
one  kingdom  with  another,  I  fnould  think  that  France 
will  in  time  extend  the  limits  of  her  empire  as  far  as  any 
of  the  four  great  monarchies,  that  have  been  recorded  in 
hiftories  for  their  univerfal  fway  ;  I  will  not  fay  as  far  as 
the  wide-flretched  empire  of  the  ever-vidtorious  Ofmans. 
Yet  the  genius  of  this  nation  feems  in  fome  manner  to 
infpire  the  French  with  as  ardent  a  thirft  of  glory  and 
conqueft,  as  that  which  has  in  all  ages  appeared  to  be 
the  infeparable  virtue  of  the  muffulmans.  They  prefs 
forward  to  the  mark  for  which  they  take  up  arms  ;  that 
is,  to  fubdue  all  before  them,  and  lay  kingdoms,  provin¬ 
ces,  and  cities,  at  the  feet  of  their  fovereign.  They  are 
not  difeouraged  at  difficulties  and  Ioffes.  The  checks 
and  oppofitions  they  meet  with,  do  but  animate  them 
with  new  arid  freffi  vigours.  So  that  it  is  become  a  fare 
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prognoftic  of  fome  great  fuccefs  to  that  nation,  when  at 
any  time  they  receive  ill  news  from  their  armies.  In  this, 
their  courage  feems  to  be  of  the  quality  of  naptha, 
which  by  pouring  on  of  water  takes  Ere,  although,  thou 
knowefl,  thefe  two  elements  be  contrary  to  each  other. 
So  this  warlike  people,  inftead  of  being  dejedted,  or 
made  timorous  by  any  defeat  given  to  their  armies,  are 
rather  inflamed  with  more  aftive  and  valiant  refolutions, 
as  will  appear  by  the  repulfe  given  them  by  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria,  not  many  moons  ago. 

As  foon  as  that  news  arrived  in  this  city,  one  would 
have  expected  to  have  feen  fome  tokens  of  fear  in  the 
people,  but  it  wrought  a  contrary  effect.  No  tears  of 
women  and  children,  no  compaffionate  fighs  for  their 
flain  hufbands,  fathers,  or  other  relations  ;  no  downcafl 
looks,  or  ominous  fhaking  of  heads  ;  no  melancholy 
vvhil'pers,  or  portentous  ftories,  were  murmured  in  the 
ears  of  the  multitude,  but  all  things  appeared  liv  ely  and 
profperous ;  the  very  women  exciting  the  young  men  to 
litl  themfelves  foldiers,  and  the  boys  in  the  flreets  mak¬ 
ing  all  their  paltimes  confilt  in  imitating  the  men  of  arms, 
and  learning  the  difcipiine  of  war.  There  was  no  need 
to  force  men  to  the  field.  No  fooner  was  the  king’s  in- 
tention  to  raife  new  forces  divulged  in  the  provinces, 
but  thoufands  came  voluntarily  and  took  up  arms,  choof- 
ing  rather  to  feek  honourable  deaths  in  the  toils  and  ha¬ 
zards  of  war,  than  to  lead  inglorious  lives  at  home,  in 
the  10ft  enjoyments  of  peace. 

Thefe  things  appeared  to  me  as  certain  prefages  of  the 
rifing  greatnefs  of  this  monarchy,  and  an  evident  fign 
that  the  French  nation  in  this  age  fhall  outdo  their  ance- 
ftors  in  warlike  deeds. 

The  ftage  of  that  bloody  combat  between  the  forces 
of  the  Duke  of  Bava:ia  and  thofe  under  the  command 
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of  Marefchal  Turenne,  was  Margentheim.  Since  which 
there  has  been  a  more  fierce  encounter  between  the 
French  and  Imperialifts  at  Alleriheim ;  wherein  the 
former  have  recovered  the  honour  they  feemed  to  have 
loft  in  the  Spring,  owing  much  to  the  bravery  of  the 
Landgrave  of  ITeffe-Caffel,  who,  with  his  regiments,  had 
a  confiderable  (hare  in  the  adlions  of  this  day  ;  and 
therefore  he  has  been  prefented  with  magnificent  gifts  by 
the  queen  regent.  The  Bavarians  loft  in  this  battle 
above  two  thoufand  common  foldiers,  befides  many  offi¬ 
cers  of  note.  On  the  French  fide,  the  Duke  cf  Enguiea 
(who  had  newly  joined  his  forces  to  thofe  of  Turenne), 
was  wounded  in  the  arm,  with  two  other  commanders. 
Monfieur  Grammond  was  taken  prifoner,  but  honourably 
treated,  and  fent  away  with  prefents  by  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria,  together  with  inftrutfions  about  a  neutrality, 
who  is  exchanged  for  a  German  of  equal  quality.  The 
French  have  alfo  loft  in  this  battle  above  a  thoufand  of 
the  common  foldiers ;  fo  that  their  vidtory  coft  them 
dear. 

The  Duke  of  Enguien,  notwithftanding  his  wounds, 
marches  on  the  next  day  with  his  army  to  Norlinghen, 
-  offering  to  that  town  a  neutrality,  and  liberty  for  the  gar- 
rifon  to  march  out,  which  confifted  of  three  hundred  Ba¬ 
varians.  But  receiving  a  fierce  anfwer  from  the  gover¬ 
nor,  he  caufed  the  approaches  to  be  made  in  order  to  an 
affault,  which  was  begun  that  very  night,  and  a  breach 
made  in  the  walls ;  upon  which  the  inhabitants  were  for¬ 
ced  to  intercede  with  the  duke,  that  there  might  be  a 
ceffation  of  violence  till  the  next  morning,  promifing  that 
then  the  foldiers  fhould  furrender  at  difcretion  ;  which 
was  done  accordingly. 

There  he  tarried  eight  days  to  refrefti  his  army.  Then 
he  marched  to  Dunkenfpule,  which  was  defended  by  a 
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garrifon  of  five  hundred  Bavarians.  He  took  this  place 
by  ftorm,  yet  gave  quarter  to  the  foldiers,  who  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  yielded  themfelves  prifoners.  Leaving  a 
garrifon  of  three  hundred  French  in  the  town,  he  remov¬ 
ed  his  forces  toward  Heilbrun.  But  in  regard  this  place 
was  defended  by  fifteen  hundred  men,  he  forbore  to  af- 
fault  it,  and  only  quartered  his  army  in  the  neighbouring 
villages. 

Since  that  time,  which  was  about  the  middle  of  the 
laft  moon,  there  has  been  no  confiderable  adtion  between 
the  French  and  the  Germans.  Yet  thofe  who  pretend 
to  be  verfed  in  military  affairs,  laugh  at  the  ill  conduct 
of  the  Archduke  Leopold,  who,  when  he  had  the  French 
fhut  up  in  a  narrow  ftreight,  through  which  it  was  im- 
pofiible  for  them  to  pafs  but  by  fingle  files,  neglected 
that  opportunity  to  cut  them  off,  deferring  the  victory 
(whereof  he  was  too  fecure)  till  the  next  day,  by  reafon 
of  the  prefent  wearinefs  of  his  foldiers.  In  the  mean 
time,  Turenne  with  his  whole  army  paffed  the  ftreight 
in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  came  to  Philipfburgh. 

This  overfight  of  the  general  is  much  talked  of,  be- 
caufe  had  he  purfued  his  advantage  he  had  not  only  en¬ 
tirely  defeated  the  French,  but  in  all  probability7  falling 
with  the  whole  force  of  the  empire  on  the  Swedes,  he 
had  likewife  vanquifhed  them,  and  fo  put  an  end  to  the 
war.  But  it  feems  as  if  the  infcrutable  Providence  had 
determined  to  infatuate  the  minds  of  the  Germans,  and 
referve  thofe  two  potent  nations,  their  enemies,  to  be  a 
farther  fcourge  to  the  empire. 

Adieu,  great  guardian  of  the  eternal  monarchy7,  and 
believe  Mahmut,  when  he  folemnly7  fwears  by7  Mount  Si¬ 
nai,  and  by  the  tenth  night  of  the  moon,  that  he  adores 
thy  confummate  virtue  and  wifdom,  which  never  fail 
thee  in  extremities. 

Paris,  2th  of  the  9th  Me  or.,  of  the  Year  1^45. 
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VIII. — To  Cara  Haly,  a  Phyficiati ,  at  Conjlantinopk. 

I  am  weary  of  writing  news  of  battles  and  fieges  to 
the  grandees,  and  I  know  thou  feldom  troubled;  thyfelf 
with  the  care  of  foreign  tranfaftions.  Befides,  I  have  no 
certain  intelligence  of  moment  to  communicate.  But  I 
can  acquaint  thee  with  fomething  more  agreeable  to  thy 
ftudies  and  genius. 

Here  is  a  man  in  this  city  who  was  not  born  blind,  but 
by  fome  ill  hap  loft  the  ufe  of  his  eyes ;  yet  nature  feems 
to  have  recompenfed  that  misfortune  in  the  exquifitenefs 
of  his  feeling.  Thou  wouldeft  fay  he  carried  eyes  in 
his  fingers  ends,  fince  he  diftinguiihes  thofe  things  by 
his  touch,  which  are  the  only  proper  objects  of  fight. — 
Believe  me,  I  think  there  can  be  no  deceit  or  confedera¬ 
cy,  whereby  he  might  blind  others  inftead  of  being  fo 
himfelf.  I  faw  him  muffled  up  with  a  napkin,  which  co¬ 
vered  all  his  face,  then  divers  pieces  of  eaftern  filks,  of 
various  colours,  were  laid  on  the  table  before  him.  He 
felt  them  attentively,  and  told  us  the  colour  of  each 
piece  exaftly.  I  who  was  never  over  credulous  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  pretences,  fufpedting  that  either  the  finenefs  of 
the  linen  which  veiled  his  face  might  give  him  fome 
glimpfe  of  the  different  colours,  or  that  fome  byftander, 
with  appointed  figns,  might  inform  him,  caufed  all  the 
company  to  withdraw,  except  a  learned  dervife,  who  was 
intimate  with  me.  We  threw  a  thick  velvet  mantle  over 
his  face  which  reached  down  to  his  navel,  girding  it 
about  his  -"’•'ft,  fo  as  to  leave  his  arms  at  liberty.  Then 
I  procure  \  ft  fhreds  of  filks,  fuch  as  I  could  conceal 
in  the  palm  of  my  hand  ;  thefe  I  caufed  him  to  touch 
with  his  fingers,  brought  up  as  high  as  his  chin,  fo  that 
it  was  impofiible  for  him  to  fee  them,  had  he  had  the  ufe 
of  his  eyes  ;  yet  he  made  not  the  leaft  miftake  in  five  fe- 
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veral  colours.  We  changed-the  order  of  the  filks,  and 
fometimes  gave  him  the  fame  piece  four  or  five  times  to¬ 
gether  ;  yet,  as  foon  as  he  had  felt  it,  he  readily  told  us 
it  was  the  fame  colour. 

I  tell  thee,  O  learned  Haly,  fuch  an  uncommon  expe¬ 
riment  afforded  me  matter  both  of  delight  and  wonder. 
I  concluded  from  hence,  that  Nature-is  no  niggard  in  her 
gifts,  but  fupplies  the  defedfs  of  one  fenfe  by  the  fuper- 
abundant  accuracy  of  another.  We  afked  this  blind 
perfon,  By  what  diftin&ion  he  thus  knew  one  colour 
from  another  without  the  help  of  his  eyes  ?  He  was  not 
able  to  exprefs  the  particular  manner  of  this  difcriminat- 
ing  fenfation  ;  but  only  told  us  in  general,  that  he  felt 
as  much  difference  between  the  red  filk  and  black,  as  he 
had  formerly  done  during  the  enjoyment  of  his  eye-fight 
between  the  filks  of  Perfia  and  the  fine  linen  of  Europe, 
which,  thou  knoweft,  are  as  different  to  the  touch  as  fine 
paper  and  vellum. 

Thou  that  daily  pryeft  into  the  faculties  of  human  bo¬ 
dies,  art  beft  able  to  judge  whether  this  man’s  excel¬ 
lency  lay  in  the  tenuity  and  finenefs  of  his  fkin,  the  fub- 
tilty  of  his  fpirits,  or  fome  unufual,  powerful,  yet  delicate 
energy  of  his  foul,  or  whether  it  confided  in  all  thefe 
together. 

The  dervife  who  was  with  me,  feemed  not  much  to  ad¬ 
mire  at  this  rare  quality  of  the  blind  man  ;  telling  me, 
moreover,  that  abou:  ten  years  ago,  in  his  travels,  he  had 
leer,  a  blind  ftatuaryat  Florence, who  undertook  to  make 
the  refemblance  of  an  image  in  the  chief  temple  of  that 
citv,  v/hich  he  finiflied  fo  much  to  the  life,  that  his  work 
could  no  otherwife  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  original 
than  by  the  difference  of  the  materials,  that  being  ala- 
bafter,  his  white  clay,  which  he  fo  tempered  and  meuld- 
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cd  with  his  fingers,  as  he  continually  felt  of  the  other, 
that  no  lineament  was  left  unexpreffed. 

Indeed,  when  I  refle&ed  on  our  mutes  in  the  feraglio, 
and  the  unaccountable  fagacity  with  which  they  appre¬ 
hend  thofe  words  which  they  never  heard,  I  ceafed  to  be 
furprifed  at  what  I  had  feen  the  blind  man  perform,  or 
what  the  dervife  had  faid  of  the  datuary.  I  remember  in 
Sultan  Amurath’s  time  there  was  a  mute,  in  whom  the 
Grand  Signior  took  infinite  delight ;  for,  befides  a  thou- 
fand  pretty  geftures  and  tricks  with  which  the  ufed  to  di¬ 
vert  that  prince,  he  often  made  her  his  fecretary,  employ¬ 
ing  her  in  writing  letters  to  his  baffas  and  others,  whild 
he  dictated  to  her  by  figns.  Although  (he  could  never 
receive  the  found  of  words,  nor  utter  any  that  were  arti¬ 
culate,  yet  I  have  feen  her  tranfcribe  a  whole  chapter  in 
the  Alcoran,  containing  a  hundred  and  feventy  verficles, 
in  as  fine  a  charafter  as  the  mod  celebrated  fcribes  of  the 
empire  ;  and  when  (he  had  done,  would  explain  what  (he 
had  thus  written  by  figns,  which  made  it  evident  that  (he 
perfectly  underdood  the  Alcoran. 

Thefe  are  rare  gifts,  my  friend  ;  yet  were  all  the  mutes 
educated  with  as  much  diligence  and  care  as  was  Saque- 
da  (fo  (lie  was  called),  it  is  podible  they  would  attain  to 
greater  perfe&ion.  I  have  been  told,  that  her  tutor,  one 
of  the  learneded  men  in  Arabia,  bedowed  twenty  years  in 
teaching  her  this  method  of  reading,  underdanding,  and 
writing. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  man  who  was  bred  a  Ma¬ 
hometan,  but  being  taken  captive  by  the  French,  em¬ 
braced  their  religion,  not  in  his  heart,  but  only  in  out¬ 
ward  profeffion.  When  I  find  came  to  Paris,  I  fell  into 
his  company  by  accident,  and  underdanding  that  he  was 
an  African,  I  defired  to  a(k  him  fome  quedions,  but  he 
was  dumb,  fo  that  I  had  almod  laid  afide  my  hopes  of 
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converting  with  him  ;  till  perceiving  that  he  moved  his 
lips,  and  opened  his  mouth,  as  one  that  was  talking,  I 
offered  him  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  making  figns  to  him, 
that  I  would  gladly  know  his  mind  in  writing.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  writ  in  Morefco,  that  he  was  (truck  deaf  and 
dumb  about  eighteen  years  fince,  telling  me  alfo  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  and  how  he  came  hither  ;  I  took  the  pen, 
and  in  the  fame  language  exprefied  my  compaffion  of  his 
misfortunes.  When  he  faw  that  I  understood  Morefco, 
jhe  writ  again,  fignifying  to  me,  that  if  I  opened  my 
mouth  wide  at  the  pronouncing  of  every  fyllable,  he 
could  underftand  my  meaning  by  the  pofture  of  my  lips 
and  tongue.  I  found  his  words  true,  to  my  no  fmall  ad¬ 
miration  ;  for  he  would  write  down  what  I  had  faid.  We 
converted  together  often  ;  and  at  length  I  procured  his 
efcape  in  the  retinue  of  a  Chiaus  that  was  returning  from 
hence  to  Conftantinople. 

I  befeech  the  wife  Architefl  of  nature,  and  Repairer 
of  human  defects,  either  to  continue  to  us  the  ufe  of  our 
fenfes,  or  to  fupply  that  want  by  fome  fuperlative  en¬ 
dowments  of  the  mind. 

Paris,  zoth  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


IX. — To  Useph,  Bajfa. 

T hou  wilt  fay  I  am  unmindful  of  my  duty  in  not  con¬ 
gratulating  thy  new  honour  before  this  ;  and  that  I  for¬ 
get  the  good  offices  which  formerly  paffed  between  us 
in  the  feraglio.  I  tell  thee,  my  obligations  are  infinite^ 
not  only  to  thee,  but  to  many  ethers  of  my  friends  at 
the  Porte :  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  acquit  myfelf  of 
fo  many  engagements.  As  for  the  dignity  to  which  the 
fultan  has  railed  thee,  I  received  the  firft  news  of  it 
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within  thefe  fourteen  days  ;  and  I  dare  affirm,  that 
none  of  thy  friends,  or  of  thofe  whofe  dependence  is  on 
thee,  could  with  greater  complacency  behold  thee  veiled 
by  our  mod  auguft  emperor,  than  I  read  the  letter  which 
conveyed  to  me  this  welcome  intelligence. 

Long  mayeft  thou  live  to  enjoy  the  bleffings  which  thy 
good  fortune  has  heaped  on  thee.  Yet  I  counfel  thee  to 
enjoy  them  fo,  as  not  to  forget  thou  mull  die.  Let  not 
the  grandeur  of  thy  llation  render  thee  proud  and  wil¬ 
ful  ;  but  remember,  when  thou  art  furrounded  with  a 
crowd  of  adoring  fuppliants,  that  death  lhall  level  thee 
with  the  meaneft  of  thy  (laves.  Thus  the  ancient  philo- 
fophers  fpared  not  to  perform  the  office  of  monitors  to 
their  kings  and  princes  ;  and  I  hope,  thou  wilt  not  take 
in  ill  part  the  wholefome  advice  of  Mahmut,  who  dif- 
covers  a  temper  void  of  hypocrify,  in  the  freedom  he 
aflumes.  If  thou  giveft  ear  to  flatterers,  they  will  com¬ 
pliment  thee  to  thy  ruin  ;  and  when  thou  art  on  the  brink 
of  a  precipice,  they  will  perfuade  thee  there  is  no  danger* 
though,  if  thou  goeft  on,  they  know  thy  fall  is  inevit¬ 
able.  They  will  pride  themfelves  in  the  dexterity  of 
their  malice,  and  infult  over  thee  with  fcornful  farcafms, 
whom  not  long  ago  they  idolized. 

The  eminent  command  thou  hall,  requires  thy  fre¬ 
quent  prefence  in  the  fovereign  divan  ;  and  that  thou 
mayell  not  fit  there  only  as  an  auditor  of  other  men’s 
counfels,  and  incapable  of  making  one  in  the  number  of 
thofe  who  become  remarkable  by  their  orations,  or  re¬ 
ports  of  foreign  events,  I  will  now  entertain  thee  with 
fome  paffages  which  have  happened  in  Europe  fince  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  whereof  the  other  bafias  may 
poffibly  be  ignorant. 

The  diet  of  Francfort,  which  had  continued  for  three 
years,  was  dilfolved  on  the  12th  of  the  4th  moon.  This 
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may  be  known  at  the  Porte,  while  they  remain  ftrangers 
to  the  reafon  of  it.  There  are  a  fort  of  Chri Ilians  in 
Germany, whom  they  cali  Evangelics.  Thefe  are  oppo¬ 
se  to  the  Roman  church,  both  in  religion  and  intereft ; 
and  their  caufe  is  chiefly  efpoufed  by  the  Dukes  of  Saxony 
and  Brandenburg  It  was  to  comply  with  thefe  that 
an  afiembly  was  appointed  at  Ofnaburg  ;  but  the  em¬ 
peror  and  the  Catholics  were  either  for  continuing  that 
at  Jtrancfort,  or  tran  dating  it  to  Munfter.  While  the 
contending  parties  were  bickering  and  ftrivirig  to  gain 
their  feveral  ends,  the  deputy  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria, 
tired  out  with  fuch  intolerable  delays,  departed  from 
Francfort,  whom  the  reft  of  the  deputies  followed.  And 
this  thou  may  eft  report  for  the  true  occafion  of  the  difio- 
iution  of  that  diet. 

Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  difputes  which 
thefe  infidels  raifed  about  fafe-conduft,  exadfnefs  of  titles, 
priority  of  addrefs,  and  many  other  vain  pundlilios,  hin¬ 
dered  them  from  coming  to  any  conclufion  about  a  peace, 
which  was  the  principal  caufe  of  their  aftembling.  And 
this  is  a  folly  peculiar  to  the  Nazarenes,  that  in  all  pub¬ 
lic  affemblies  the  very  ftrcngth  and  vitals  of  their  coun- 
fels  are  fpent  in  a  vain  adjufting  of  empty  ceremonies. 

It  is  credibly  reported  here,  that  the  King  of  Poland 
earneftly  folicites  a  match  with  Queen  Chriftina  of  Swede- 
land,  but  has  not  hitheito  had  any  pofitive  anfwer,  or 
effected  any  thing  in  it.  In  the  fecond  moon  of  this 
year,  that  queen  fent  an  ambaffador,  to  give  the  King  of 
Poland  an  account,  that  fhe  had  taken  the  government 
upon  her.  While  he  tarried  in  the  Pelifh  court,  there 
were  not  wanting  fuch,  as  by  the  king’s  order,  fifted  his 
fnclination,  in  reference  to  this  affair.  It  was  propofed 
to  him  that  this  match  would  be  a  happy  occafion  to 
unite  the  two  kingdoms  in  a  firm  and  durable  league  ; 
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that  the  evangelics  in  Poland  would  be  much  eafed  there¬ 
by  ;  that  Uladiflaus  was  not  much  decayed  in  his  natural 
vigour ;  that  Swedeland  might  in  the  mean  while  be  go¬ 
verned  by  the  council,  with  many  other  propofals  -and 
encouragements  to  this  purpofe  ;  among  which  I  mult 
not  omit,  that  it  was  fuggefted,  how  eafy  it  would  be 
for  two  fuch  potent  crowns,  in  conjunfHon,  not  only  to 
humble  the  Germans,  but  alfo  to  put  a  Hop  to  the  vic¬ 
torious  arms  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  But  all  this  came 
to  nothing,  that  wary  queen  fufpecfing  that  there  was  a 
deeper  deflgn  in  the  courtlhip  of  this  old  fox ;  and  that 
by  fuch  a  match,  the  kingdom  of  Swedeland,  in  default 
of  the  iffue  royal,  might  be  fubjedted  to  a  foreign  crown. 

However,  it  is  eafy  to  apprehend  from  this,  that  if 
the  Poles  maintain  at  prefent  their  accord  with  the  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte,  it  is  for  want  of  llrength  to  break  it ;  and 
that  they  only  wait  an  opportunity  to  make  fome  potent 
and  firm  alliance,  which  may  fecond  the  defigns  formed 
by  that  court  againft  the  firft  throne  on  earth,  whereof 
thou  art  one  of  the  principal  pillars. 

Remain  firm  in  thy  ftation,  and  let  neither  the  tem- 
pefts  of  war,  nor  the  convulfions  of  ftate,  which  are  the 
too  frequent  produdls  of  peace,  lhake  thy  conftancy. 
But  above  all,  fuffer  not  thy  integrity,  which  is  the  balls 
of  all  virtues,  to  be  undermined  by  bribes. 

If  thou  followeft  this  counfel,  God  and  his  Prophet 
lhall  eltablilh  thee,  all  men  will  honour  thee,  thy  fove- 
reign  lhall  exalt  thee,  and  Mahmut  will  rejoice  to  fee 
thee  in  time  become  the  atlas  of  the  eternal  empire. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 
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X. — To  Ichingi  Cap’  Oglani,  Preceptor  to  the  Royal 
Pages  of  the  Seraglio. 

Th  ere  is  a  vaft  difference  between  thy  letter  and  that 
of  Shafhim  Iftham.  He  is  eloquent  in  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  his  crime,  thou  rhetorical  in  thy  own  jollifica¬ 
tion.  Thou  haft  plundered  'Demofthenes  and  Cicero, 
and  robbed  them  of  all  the  flowers  and  tropes  of  oratory, 
to  drefs  up  a  faint,  lifelefs  excufe.  Such  an  artificial  a- 
pology,  inftead  of  cancelling,  heightens  thy  offence.  It 
might  have  procured  thee  the  applaufe  of  the  academy  ; 
but  it  comes  fhort  of  giving  me  fatisfaftion  for  the  in¬ 
juries  I  have  received  at  thy  hands ;  I  have  reafon  to 
efteem  them  fuch,  becaufe  fo  defigned,  although  they 
took  no  effeft  ;  for  wrongs  of  this  kind  ought  to  be 
meafured  by  the  intention  of  the  author,  not  by  their 
fuccefs.  The  minifters  of  the  divan  will  hardly  be  pre¬ 
vailed  to  fufpedt  Mahmut,  who  has  given  fubftantial 
proofs  of  his  fidelity. 

Tell  me,  in  the  name  of  God  and  Mahomet,  what 
was  the  motive  that  induced  thee  to  flander  me  ?  Where¬ 
in  have  I  merited  this  perfecution  at  thy. hands  ?  It  could 
not  be  revenge,  becaufe  I  never  gave  thee  occafion,  un- 
lefs  thou  ftili  retaineft  a  grudge  on  the  fcore  of  my  ftudy- 
ing  in  the  academies  ;  and  that  at  my  return  from  Paler¬ 
mo,  thou  wert  not  able  to  expofe  me  in  the  prefence  of 
the  mufti,  in  any  point  of  language  or  learning.  But  I 
had  rather  charitably  believe  it  was  thy  ambition,  not  thy 
malice,  which  gave  birth  to  thofe  calumnies  thou  haft 
vented  againft  me.  Thou  envieft  me  the  honour  of  ferv- 
ing  the  Grand  Signior  in  this  Ration,  thinking  thyfelf 
capable  of  difcharging  this  office  more  fuccefsfully  than 
Mahmut.  I  cenfure  not  thy  abilities,  but  I  think  it  is 
beft  for  every  man  to  be  content  with  his  own  condition, 
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fince  deiliny  diilributes  the  employments  of  the  world  a- 
mong  men,  by  rules  into  which  we  cannot  penetrate. 

Thou  art  mailer  of  the  French  tongue  ;  but  doll  thou 
think  that  a  complete  qualification  for  a  man  in  my  poll  ? 
Art  thou  fit  to  converfe  in  the  court  of  a  foreign  prince, 
who  canil  not  govern  thy  tongue  in  that  of  thy  native 
fovereign  l  Thou  art  yet  to  learn  a  courtier’s  mailer- 
piece,  which  is,  to  diil'emble  even  the  neceifary  art  of 
diffimnlation  ;  that  is,  as  the  Arabians  fay,  “To  have 
a  veil  upon  a  veil  or,  as  the  Italians,  “To  have  a 
mafic  with  a  natural  face  on  the  outfide.”  Thou  art  fo 
far  from  this,  that  thou  canil  not  yet  draw  perfectly  the 
firil  rough  flrokes  of  a  counterfeit. 

To  fpeak  plain,  hadil  thou  by  any  artificial  feigning 
of  friendihip  to  me,  made  way  to  infinuate  thy  ilory  in¬ 
to  the  belief  of  the  grandees,  thou  mighteft  have  praifed 
me  to  my  ruin.  But  to  go  bluntly  to  work,  without  pre¬ 
ventive  encomiums,  difcovered  at  once  the  weaknefs  of 
thy  judgment,  and  the  ilrength  of  thy  paffion  ;  giving 
the  miniilers  occafion  to  think  there  was  lefs  of  truth, 
than  of  defign  in  thy  accufations. 

For  the  future,  I  advife  thee  to  mind  thy  books  and 
fcholars,  and  meddle  not  with  Mahmut,  whofe  bufinefs 
is  to  iludy  men.  Adieu. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  ioth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645, 


XI. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of  State. 

W.r  h  extreme  joy  I  have  received  the  certain  news  of 
the  taking  of  Canea  by  the  invincible  Ottoman  arms. 

I  muil  confefs,  when  I  firil  apprehended  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  Sultan  Ibrahim,  to  make  war  with  the  republic 
of  Venice,  I  was  apt  to  hearken  to  feme  thinking  men- 
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in  this  court,  who,  making  their  obfervations  of  the  ful- 
tan’s  indulging  himfelf  in  female  pleafures,  conjedlured 
from  thence  (as  by  a  common  rule)  that  he  would  not 
Lave  difcovered  fuch  a  martial  and  adtive  fpirit,  in  affert- 
ing  the  honour  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  His  dexterous 
concealing  his  defigns,  even  to  the  very  execution  of  them, 
has  ftruck  a  damp  into  all  the  courts  in  Europe,  infomuch 
as  Cardinal  Mazarini  this  day  told  the  queen  regent,  that 
he  doubted  left  Sultan  Ibrahim  would  prove  another  Ju¬ 
nius  Brutus,  who  being  the  nephew  of  Tarquin,  one  of 
the  primitive  kings  of  Rome  for  fome  years,  counter¬ 
feited  an  extraordinary  fimplicity  and  weaknefs  of  fpirit ; 
but  having  privately  fecured  a  faction  to  his  own  inte- 
refts,  by  popular  arts,  he,  to  gain  the  fovereignty,  changed 
the  form  of  government,  procured  himfelf  to  be  made 
conful,  and  difcovered  a  genius,  furpafiing  in  policy  and 
mature  judgment  all  his  predeceffors. 

Though  the  cardinal’s  comparifon  be  difproportionate 
to  the  grandeur  of  the  fovereign  emperor  of  the  world, 
who  cannot  without  a  vaft  injury  be  poftponed  in  virtue, 
wifdom,  or  power,  as  a  fecond  or  imitator  of  any  prince 
upon  earth  ;  yet  the  character  holds  good  in  the  main, 
that  he  has  timely  and  maturely  diffembled  the  mod  fu- 
blime  abilities  and  endowments  a  fovereign  prince  is  ca¬ 
pable  of,  rendering  thereby  his  enemies  fecure  and  care- 
lefs ;  till  at  length  all  thofe  illuftrious  attributes  exert 
themfelves  on  a  fudden,  breaking  forth  like  the  fun  from 
an  eclipfe,  at  once  dazzling  the  aftonilhed  world,  and 
furpriling  the  enemies  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  in  the 
(lumbers  which  proceeded  from  the  contempt  ot  his  fa- 
cred  majefty. 

I  thought  indeed  once  that  the  Venetians  would  have 
been  in  a  condition  to  have  faced  the  Ottoman  navy,  and 
difputed  their  farther  progrefs  on  the  feas.  I  expe&ed 
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no  lefs  than  that  they  would  have  made  fome  huffing  at¬ 
tempts  on  the  ides  of  the  Archipelago ;  that  they  would 
have  entered  the  Hellefpont,  braved  the  Dardanells,  and 
failing  forward  would  have  blocked  up  the  Ottoman  navy 
in  the  Propontis,  or  driven  them  into  the  Euxine  fea  for 
fhelter.  And  vtho  could  have  thought  otherwife,  had 
they  been  provided  for  a  war  ?  But  our  fage  emperor,  by 
fecrecy,  which  is  the  very  foul  of  all  great  undertakings, 
has  anticipated  their  very  fears,  and  leaped  upon  the  prey 
while  the  keepers  were  afleep. 

Had  the  Chriftian  princes  and  Hates  laid  afide  their 
private  punctilios  and  animofities,  when  the  Venetians 
flrfb  made  their  application  to  them  for  affiftance,  it  might 
have  proved  a  doubtful  war.  But  inftead  of  generoully 
uniting  their  forces  in  the  common  defence  of  Chriften- 
dom,  they  began  to  divide  their  intereds  and  hearts  one 
from  another,  and  that  upon  the  vaineft  motives  in  the 
world,  one  Hate  difputing  with  another  about  precedency 
of  pods  in  the  army,  which  proceeded  to  that  height,  as 
to  frudrate  the  main  deiign  ;  for  the  pope  himfelf  at  lad 
is  forced  to  raife  the  greateft  aids  the  Hate  of  Venice  are 
like  to  have,  joining  his  galleys  with  theirs,  and  fending 
a  thoufand  foot  on  board  at  his  own  cod. 

Thus  does  divine  providence,  out  of  the  difcords  of 
Chridian  princes,  draw  occafions  to  enlarge  the  facred 
empire  of  the  mudulmans,  and  to  fpread  the  Ottoman 
conqueds  over  the  wedern  world. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XII. — To  the  Magnificent  and  Redoubtable  Vi s  1 E  r.  Azem. 

It  appears  that  the  Queen  of  France  is  very  indulgent 
to  her  generals,  having  called  home  the  Duke  of  Enguien 
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from  the  toils  of  war.  This  prince  neglecting  the  wounds 
he  received  in  the  battle  of  Allerfheim,  not  many  days 
arter  fell  into  a  violent  fever,  fo  that  he  was  carried  in  a 
horfe  litter  to  Philipftmrg,  with  no  fmall  danger  of  his 
life.  As  foon  as  he  recovered  his  health,  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  return  to  France,  and  the  charge  of  the  whole 
army  committed  to  Marefchal  Turenne. 

Such  tendernefs  is  never  fhowed  to  the  invincible  Otto¬ 
man  generals,  neither  would  they  efteem  it  a  favour,  but 
a  difgrace.  When  they  go  to  the  wars,  they  make  no 
underhand  leagues  with  the  elements  to  fpare  their  bo¬ 
dies,  but  are  refolved  to  combat  with  cold,  heat,  hunger, 
thirft,  and  all  the  hardfhips  to  which  foldiers  are  liable, 
as  well  as  with  the  fwords  of  their  enemies-  They  take 
no  other  armour  againft  the  rigorous  frofts  of  a  Rufiiau 
winter,  or  the  fcorching  fands  of  a  Perlian  fummer,  but 
an  unihaken  refolution,  an  invincible  patience,  and  a 
mind  incapable  of  bowing  under  the  worft  misfortunes. 
They  are  not  angry  with  the  weapons  of  their  adver- 
faries,  when  they  carve  in  their  limbs  the  marks  of  an 
honour  which  will  far  outlaft  the  pain  of  their  wounds, 
and.  in  their  flefh  hew  deep  characters  of  an  immortal 
fame,  and  a  renown  which  fhall  know  no  period.  They 
are  not  parfimonious  of  their  blood,  but  court  their  ene¬ 
mies  to  fpill  it  on  the  ground,  from  whence  it  will  fpring 
up  in  laurels  and  wreaths,  to  crown  them  with  triumphs 
and  glory  whilft  they  live,  and  to  fweeten  their  memory 
with  the  praifs  of  future  generations. 

Thus,  magnanimous  Vifier,  do  the  muffulman  heroes, 
the  props  of  the  firft  empire,  manifeft  their  courage,  fn 
defying  of  dangers  and  wounds,  and  fcorning  to  capi¬ 
tulate  with  fortune,  for  eafi^  and  exemption  from  death. 
They  know,  that  when  they  march  againft  the  infidels, 
it  is  in  vindication  of  the  eternal  unity  j  and  therefore,  in- 
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ftead  of  endeavouring  to  fhun,  they  court  a  death  fo  glo 
rious,  as  that  which  will  immediately  tranfport  them  to 
the  bofom  of  our  holy  Prophet,  and  to  the  inexprefiible 
deli  'hts  of  the  gardens  of  Eden.  Where  this  truth  is 
firmly  rooted,  there  is  no  room  for  fear  to  plant  itfelf. 
But  the  cafe  is  otherwife  with  infidels,  who  blafpheme 
that  pureft  undivided  effence.  They  affert  and  believe  a 
plurality  of  gods,  and  therefore,  in  time  of  danger,  a- 
mongft  fo  many  deities,  they  know  not  whom  to  ad- 
drefs,  or  whom  to  confide  in.  The  apprehenfion  of  death 
is  terrible  to  them,  whofe  hope  is  only  in  this  life ; 
whofe  confidences  are  ffaiued  with  a  thoufand  pollutions, 
and  yet  renounce  the  very  method  of  being  clean  ;  who 
not  only  err  themfelvea*  but  by  their  evil  example  and 
influence  (for  I  fpeak  of  the  princes  and  great  ones), 
draw  innumerable  after  them,  to  tafte  of  the  tree  Zacon, 
which  grows  in  the  middle  of  hell. 

People  fpeak  varioufly  of  the  Duke  of  Enguien’s  con¬ 
duit  in  the  battle  of  Allerfheim.  His  creatures  extol 
his  valour  and  experience  with  hyperboles,  whillt  his 
enemies  endeavour  to  lefien  his  reputation.  Some  fay, 
he  owes  his  revocation  to  the  queen’s  dillike  j  others  at¬ 
tribute  it  to  the  extraordinary  concern  (he  has  for  his 
health.  But  fuch  as  would  be  efteemed  the  wifer  fort, 
fay  his  return  is  voluntary,  and  fought  by  himfelf,  fcorn- 
ing  to  hold  his  commiflion  any  longer  at  the  pleafure  of 
Cardinal  Mazarini,  who,  it  is  thought,  firft  procured  him 
this  employment,  only  to  have  him  out  of  the  way,  and 
take  off  his  application  from  the  domeftic  affairs  of 
France.  Thefe  are  the  difcourfes  of  the  people  at  pre- 
fent,  who  yet  perhaps  may  change  their  opinions  before 
the  fun  goes  down.  They  will  always  be  cenfuring  and 
defcanting  on  the  aitions  of  their  fuperiors  ;  few  being 
willing  to  think  their  tongues  were  given  them  to  lie 
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idle.  It  is  but  a  little  member,  but  often  does  great  mii- 
ctiief  by  its  activity.  One  of  the  ancients  gave  no  good 
character  of  it,  when  he  called  it  a  daemon.  Yet  we  are 
not  bound  to  believe  all  that  the  philofophers  faid.  _5Lfop 
gave  the  mo  ft  impartial  account  of  this  member,  when 
he  faid  “  It  was  the  beft,  and  the  worft.”  Sometimes  I 
fit  filent  many  hours  together,  not  for  want  of  compa¬ 
ny  (for  here  is  a  glut  of  that  in  this  populous  city)  ; 
nor  becaufe  I  know  not  what  to  fay  (tor  I  could  fpeak 
a  great  deal  more  than  it  is  fit  for  others  to  hear),  but 
that  I  may  ftudy  with  lefs  interruption  how  to  ferve  my 
great  mafter  ;  for  much  talking  enervates  the  judgment, 
and  evaporates  the  mind  into  air.  Befides,  by  thus  prac- 
tifing  filence  in  private,  I  learn  tl*e  art  of  reftraining  my 
words  in  public,  when  it  is  requisite  to  promote  the  ends 
at  which  I  aim.  It  is  not  for  a  man  in  my  ftation  to  be 
open  and  talkative,  but  to  diftinguiih  perfons  and  f«-a- 
fons  ;  to  underftand  the  due  Hops  and  advances  of  mgr 
tongue  ;  fometimes  to  fay  much  in  a  little,  at  other  times 
to  fay  little  or  nothing  at  all  ;  but  ever  fo  to  fpeak,  as 
not  to  lay  myfclf  naked  to  the  hearers ;  yet  to  feern  a 
very  frank,  open-hearted  man,  in  what  I  difcourfe  of. 

I  would  not  have  thee  conclude  from  what  I  have  faid, 
that  Mahmut  ufes  any  referee  to  the  minifters  of  the  di¬ 
van,  who  are  mines  of  fcitnce  and  wifdom,  and  can  eafily 
d; feern  the  heart  through  the  moft  artificial  veil  of  words. 
But  it  is  abfolutely  necefiary  for  me  te  ufe  difiimulation 
in  this  court,  feeming  many  times  ignorant  of  what  I 
really  know,  that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  know  more 
than  they  would  have  me.  I  was  never  yet  fo  indifereet 
as  to  publifti  any  fecret  that  was  committed  to  my 
charge,  whereby  I  have  gained  great  confidence  with 
men  who  delight  to  unbofom  their  intelligence.  They 
efteem  me  a.  man  of  integrity,  and  fit  to  be  trufted.— = 
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Thus  am  T  made  privy  to  many  intrigues  of  the  gran¬ 
dees,  and  a  repofitory  of  the  court  news  ;  whilft  they  wliif- 
per  in  Mahmut’s  ear  what  is  tranfa&ed  in  the  royal  bed¬ 
chambers,  and  private  apartments. 

By  this  means  I  came  acquainted  with  an  amour  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarini,  which  is  known  but  to  a  few.  This  mi- 
nilber  has  none  of  the  word;  faces,  and  a  proportion¬ 
ate  elegance  in  his  fhape ;  much  addicted  alfo  to  the  love 
of  women  ;  yet  he  manages  his  intrigues  with  that  cau¬ 
tion  and  privacy,  as  not  to  expofe  the  honour  of  his  func¬ 
tion.  Among  the  reft,  he  had  frequent  accefs  to  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  a  certain  countcfs-  dowager,  her  hufband  being  lately 
deceafed.  This  was  not  carried  fo  privately  but  it  was 
whifpered  about,  that  a  man  was  feen  often  to  come  out 
of  this  lady’s  chamber  a  little  before  day ;  but  nobody 
knew  who  it  was  (for  the  cardinal  went  difguifed).  At 
laft  it  came  to  the  queen’s  ear,  who  was  refolved  to  un¬ 
ravel  this  intrigue.  She  caufed  fpies  to  be  placed  at  a 
convenient  diftance  from  the  lady’s  chamber-door,  which 
opened  in  a  gallery  of  the  royal  palace,  with  orders  to 
trace  him  home.  That  night  the  defigned  watch  was 
firft  fet ;  it  fortuned  that  the  cardinal  being  in  the  count- 
efs’s  chamber,  her  maid,  who  was  privy  to  this  amour, 
overheard  thefe  fpies  talking  to  each  other  concerning 
her  lady,  which  made  her  more  attentive  (being  in  a 
place  where  (he  could  not  be  feen),  till  at  length  fhe  plain¬ 
ly  difcovered  that  they  lay  in  wait  to  find  out  who  it  was 
that  had  been  feen  coming  out  of  the  chamber.  She 
quickly  acquaints  the  countefs  with  this  news.  She  con- 
fults  the  cardinal  what  was  beft  to  be  done  to  avoid  dif- 
covery.  In  fine,  it  was  agreed  between  them,  that  the 
countefs  fhould  put  on  the  cardinal’s  difguife,  and  he  a 
fuit  of  her  clothes ;  that  fhe  fhould  go  out  at  the  ufual 
hour  of  his  retreat,  and  walk  in  the  gardens  ;  that  if  ex- 
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amine d,  ihe  ihould  pretend  this  difguife  was  to  guard  her 
from  the  rude  attempts  of  men,  who,  if  they  found  a  la¬ 
dy  alone  in  the  night-time,  would  not  fail  to  offer  fome 
incivilities ;  that  foon  after  her  departure,  the  cardinal 
fhould  go  forth  in  her  drefs,  and  fhift  for  himfelf.  This 
was  performed  accordingly.  The  countefs  walked  into  the 
gardens  in  the  cardinal’s  difguife,  followed  by  the  fpies, 
whilft  he  goes  to  an  intimate  friend’s  houfe,  an  Italian, 
whofe  fortune  depended  on  this  minifter,  and  changes  his 
female  accoutrements  for  the  proper  apparel  of  his  fen. 
— The  countefs  having  walked  about  half  an  hour  in 
the  garden,  was  feized  on  by  fome  of  the  guards,  under 
fufpicion  of  fome  ill  defign.  She  was  carried  before  the 
queen,  and  examined  ;  fire  then  difcovered  herfelf,  beg¬ 
ging  the  queen’s  pardon  ;  and  telling  her,  that  a  particu¬ 
lar  devotion  had  obliged  her  to  take  that  courfe  for  feve- 
ral  mornings  ;  but  if  it  offended  her  majeffy,  Ihe  would 
hold  herfelf  difpenfed  with,  and  would  forbear.  The 
queen  feeming  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,  difmiffed  her. 
Thus  the  amours  of  the  cardinal  and  the  countefs  remain¬ 
ed  a  fecret ;  and  there  are  but  three  perfons  beffdes  them- 
felves  that  know  any  thing  of  it,  among  which  Mahmut 
is  one. 

Thou  feeft,  illuftrious  minifter,  that  the  reputation  of 
my  fecrecy  has  gained  me  the  confidence  of  one  of  the 
cardinal’s  privadoes  ;  for  I  had  this  relation  from  the  Ita¬ 
lian,  whom  I  mentioned  at  whofe  houfe  the  cardinal 
changed  his  difguife..  I  am  not  without  hopes,  by  the 
prudent  management  of  this  difcovery,  to  penetrate  far¬ 
ther  into  the  court  intrigues  ;  for  he  that  told  me  this 
ftorv,  confidered  not  that  he  made  me  thereby  mailer  of 
his  fortune  ;  and  that  it  is  no  longer  fafe  for  him  to  deny 
me  any  intelligence  I  require  of  him.  He  has  put  a  key 
»to  my  hand  which  will  open  his  breail  at  my  pleafure- 
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Yet  I  need  not  magillerially  claim  difcoveries  from 
him,  as  the  only  conditions  on  which  he  is  to  expedt  my 
concealing  what  he  has  already  difclofed.  There  is  a 
more  dexterous  and  ferviceable  way  to  become  his  con- 
fefforj  without  fuch  an  ungrateful  infult  ;  whillt  with  a 
vvell-adted  candour,  I  feign  a  relation  of  fuch  things  as  I 
fufpedt,  yet  cannot  be  certain  are  true,  till  attelled  by 
himfelf,  profeffing  at  the  fame  time  not  to  believe  thofe 
pretended  reports  I  heard.  If  I  fhall  be  fo  happy  as  to 
do  any  effectual  fervice  to  the  Grand  Signior  by  this  en¬ 
gagement,  it  will  anfwer  my  ends,  and  I  fhall  not  repent 
of  my  craft. 

Mahmut  falutes  thee,  fovereign  Balfa,  in  the  humbleft 
pollure  of  adoration,  lying  proffrate  on  the  ground,  in 
contemplation  of  thy  grandeur,  befeeching  God  that  he 
would  grant  this  favour  to  thee,  to  live  happily,  and  to 
die  in  thy  bed. 

Paris,  aoth  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XIII. — To  Egri  Boynou,  a  White  Eunuch. 

Thou  giveft  me  abundant  proofs  of  thy  affe&ion  and 
friendlhip,  in  frankly  telling  me  what  they  fay  of  Mah¬ 
mut  in  the  feraglio.  I  do  not  expedl  to  be  free  from 
cenfure  ;  and  am  fo  far  from  being  difcouraged  at  the 
obloquies  fome  men  fallen  on  me,  that  it  adds  to  my  com_ 
fort  ;  it  being  an  allured  mark  of  innocence  to  be  tradu. 
ced.  I  am  not  defirous  that  the  Arabian  proverb  Ihould 
be  verified  in  me,  which  fays,  “  That  he  deferves  no 
man’s  good  word,  of  whom  all  men  fpeak  well.”  I 
dread  to  be  popular  at  fuch  a  price  ;  and  will  rather 
court  the  Handers  of  the  envious,  by  a  lledfaft:  perfever- 
ance  in  my  duty,  than  lay  a  train  for  the  compliments  of 
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flatterers,  by  favouring  fedition.  Thou  knoweft  what 
reafon  I  have  to  fay  this  ;  there  needs  no  interpreter  be¬ 
tween  us.  Though  the  black  eunuch  has  recanted  his 
afperfions,  yet  there  are  others  who  perfift  in  their  ma¬ 
lice  ;  and  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  mafter  of  the  pages, 
with  his  bell  rhetoric,  to  exempt  himfelf  from  the  num¬ 
ber. 

I  have  received  both  their  apologies,  and  have  anfwer- 
ed  them.  I  vviih  they  would  reform  this  vice  ;  not  fo 
much  for  my  fake,  who  am  proof  againft  their  accufa« 
tions,  as  for  their  own  ;  for  the  injury  they  intended  to 
do  me,  will  redound  moll  to  themfelves.  Mifery  is  on 
him  that  perfecuteth  his  neighbour. 

He  that  is  merciful  and  gracious,  who  hath  feparated 
the  brightnefs  of  the  day  from  the  obfcurityof  the  night, 
defend  both  thee  and  me  from  the  malice  of  whifperers, 
from  the  enchantments  of  wizards,  and  fuch  as  breathe 
thrice  upon  the  knot  of  the  triple  cord. 

Paris,  noth  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XIV. —  To  Mustapha,  Berber  dga. 

T hod  wilt  laugh  at  the  hypocrify  and  folly  of  the  Na- 
zarenes,  when  thou  (halt  know  the  articles  agreed  upon 
between  the  Eledlor  of  Saxony,  and  Koningfmark,  one 
of  the  Swedilh  generals,  on  the  27th  of  the  8th  moon. 

The  Swedes  had  prevailed  on  the  fon  of  the  elector 
to  intercede  with  his  father  for  a  truce  ;  but  the  old  duke 
would  not  hearken  to  any  thing  of  that  nature,  till  Tor- 
ftenfon  gave  orders  to  the  Swedilh  army  in  thofe  parts, 
that  they  fhonld  opprefs  the  eledtor’s  fubjedls,  by  exadt- 
ing  from  them  unreafonable  taxes  and  contributions ;  and 
that  they  ffiould  lay  defolate  all  the  countries  about  Dref- 
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den,  if  they  refufed  to  pay  what  was  demanded  of  them. 
Accordingly  they  took  a  cattle,  which  commanded  a 
large  valley  of  meadows  and  corn-fields.  The  Swedes 
burnt  the  corn  on  the  ground,  led  away  the  peafants  pap- 
tives,  and  demolilhed  many  towns  and  villages ;  yet  not 
without  fome  lofs  on  their  fide  ;  for  the  Saxons  one 
night  ftcle  upon  them  while  they  were  fecurely  fleeping, 
and  flew  an  hundred  and  twenty,  taking  above  three  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners.  Thofe  who  were  left  in  poffeffion  of  the 
cattle,  met  with  no  better  fortune  ;  being  compelled  in  a 
few  days  to  furrender  this  their  new  conqueft,  with  five 
enfigns,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  which  were  all 
carried  in  triumph  to  Drefden. 

One  would  have  thought  that  thefe  fuccefies  fliould 
have  confirmed  the  elector  in  the  averfion  he  had  already 
conceived  for  a  treaty ;  that  he  would  rather  have  purfu- 
ed  his  good  fortune  with  arms,  efpecially  when,  by  en¬ 
tering  into  a  private  feparate  treaty  with  the  Swedes,  he 
mutt  needs  give  a  great  fufpicion  to  the  aflembly  of  the 
deputies  ;  but  the  old  duke  dated  ;  and  what  neither  the 
repeated  follcitations  of  his  fon,  nor  the  continual  rava¬ 
ges  which  General  Koningfmark  made  in  his  territories, 
could  procure  from  him,  that  he  granted  to  the  charm¬ 
ing  addrefles  of  a  beautiful  lady. 

The  ele&or’s  fon  adhering  much  to  the  Swedilh  inte- 
reft,  and  finding  all  other  means  ineffe&ual  to  oblige  his 
new  friends,  it  was  agreed  upon  between  him  and  Ko¬ 
ningfmark,  that  he  fliould  at  leaft  perfuade  his  father  to 
a  truce  of  a  few  days ;  that  during  this  ceffation  of  arms, 
the  fon  fliould  invite  his  father  to  a  banquet,  where  Ko¬ 
ningfmark  fliould  be  prefent,  with  fome  of  the-  principal 
Swedes  in  his  army.  All  this  fucceeded  according  to 
their  wifhes.  The  good  old  man  confented  to  a  cefla- 
tion  of  arms,  and  to  give  Koningfmark  a  meeting  at  his 
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foil’s  banquet.  The  German  gallantry,  and  indeed  that 
of  all  North  Europe,  confifts  much  in  their  exceffive 
drinking  ;  he  is  efteemed  the  moll  polite  man  who  can 
bear  moft  wine,  with  lead  alteration  of  his  temper.  This 
they  call  Caroufing.  The  fon  had  provided  plenty  of 
thofe  wines  which  grow  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
efteemed  the  wholefomeft  and  moft  delicious  of  all  thefe 
parts.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  repeat  particularly  their  firft 
falutes  and  addreffes  :  both  parties  feemed  emulous  to  ex¬ 
ceed  in  civilities ;  they  fell  , to  their  wine  with  freedom  and 
mirth,  after  the  manner  of  the  country.  When  in  the 
midft  of  their  glaffes,  whilft  the  heart  of  the  old  duke 
was  elevated  with  the  juice  of  the  grape,  came  into  the 
room  a  tall  perfonage  all  in  armour,  and  making  his 
obeifance  to  the  company,  delivered  a  letter  to  General 
Koningfmark.  The  general  having  received  it,  the  ftran- 
ger  was  invited  by  the  eledtor’s  fon  to  fit  down  with 
them.  He  was  mafter  of  the  feaft,  and  only  Koningf¬ 
mark  and  the  ftranger,  befides  himfelf,  were  privy  to  the 
intrigue. 

The  ftranger  unbuckling  his  helmet,  and  pulling  it  off 
(for  all  the  reft  of  the  company  were  uncovered,  it  be. 
ing  the  hotteft  day  in  all  the  fummer),  difcovered  a  face, 
and  hair,  much  like  one  of  thofe  nymphs  defcribed  by 
poets  and  painters. 

The  duke  could  not  withdraw  his  eyes  from  this  fur- 
prizing  beauty,  nor  fix  his  roving  thoughts  :  Sometimes 
it  put  him  in  mind  of  Ganymede,  the  difcarded  minion 
of  Jupiter;  but  Ganymede  was  never  feen  in  armour. 
Then  he  thought  of  Adonis,  then  of  the  Babylonian  Py- 
ramus,  the  Indian  Atys.  In  fine,  he  run  over  all  the 
celebrated  youths  of  the  eaft,  to  match  the  beauty  of 
this  illuftrious  ftranger.  He  drank  and  gazed,  whilft 
his  fon  and  Koningfmark  were  pleafed  tc  fee  the  bait. 
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take.  From  ruminating  on  our  fex,  he  paffed  to  that  of 
women ;  and  remembering,  that  in  fome  former  battles 
between  the  Swedes  and  Germans,  feveral  ladies  had  dif- 
guifed  themfelves  in  armour,  and  followed  General  Tor- 
ftenfon  to  the  field,  he  concluded  prefently,  that  this 
was  fome  beautiful  female  of  Swedeland. 

This  thought  put  the  old  duke  into  a  pleafant  fit  of 
raillery,  yet  not  without  fome  mixture  of  pafiion  for  this 
lovely  heroine.  There  was  fomething  fo  peculiarly  grace¬ 
ful  in  all  her  carriage  and  addrefs,  as  charmed  the  elec¬ 
tor’s  heart.  The  women  in  thofe  parts  of  Europe  are 
not  fo  precife  in  their  converfation  with  men  as  in  the 
eaft  ;  and  it  is  a  great  point  of  education,  fo  to  adjuft 
the  punftilios  of  their  department,  as  neither  to  appear 
too  open,  nor  too  referved.  This  was  her  mafterpiece  ; 
for  fhe  fo  equally  divided  the  parts  Ihe  was  to  aft,  both  of 
a  maid  and  a  foldier,  that  neither  entrenched  on  the  other, 
but  fhe  acquitted  herfelf  with  exquifite  honour  and  gal¬ 
lantly. 

The  next  day  after  the  banquet,  the  fon  renewed  his 
mediation  for  a  treaty,  but  the  eleftor  feemed  cold.  All 
his  thoughts  were  bufied  in  ruminating  on  his  fair  enemy. 

Not  to  detain  thee  longer  in  expectation  of  the  iffiie, 
the  love  of  this  young  Amazon  had  taken  fo  deep  root 
in  his  heart,  that  he  would  grant  nothing  but  for  her 
fake,  neither  could  he  deny  any  thing  which  (he  defired. 
Thus,  by  this  ftratagem,  they  accompliihed  their  aims, 
and  he  condefcended  to  a  treaty,  after  fourteen  days 
debate  on  the  articles,  of  which  I  here  fend  thee  a  true 
and  particular  copy,  that  thou  mayeft  find  fome  divertife- 
ment  in  the  folly  of  the  infidels.  The  articles  are  as 
follow  : 

“  That  it  Ihould  be  lawful  for  the  duke  to  keep  due 
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faith  to  the  emperor,  r.or  fhould  he  be  obliged  to  admit 
any  thing  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the  empire. 

“  That  the  eledlor  fhould  not  lend  the  emperor  above 
three  regiments  of  horfe,  nor  fhould  permit  him  to  raife 
foldiers  in  his  principality. 

“  That  the  Swedes  fhould  have  free  and  fafe  paffage 
through  Saxony,  provided  they  came  not  within  three 
miles  of  Drefden. 

“  That  there  fhould  be  free  traffic  between  the  ele6tor’s 
fubje&s  and  the  Swedes  by  land  and  water. 

“  That  at  the  end  of  three  months,  each  party  fhould 
be  obliged  to  declare,  whether  they  would  prolong  the 
truce  or  break  it  off. 

“  That  the  elector  fhould  again  enjoy  his  revenues, 
except  thofe  which  were  drawn  from  Leipfick.  That  he 
fhould  pay  the  Swedes  eleven  thoufand  rixdollars  a-month, 
and  a  certain  quantity  of  corn. 

“  That  the  elector  fhould  do  nothing  which  might 
hinder  the  fiege  of  Magdeburg.” 

Thefe  articles  at  firft  fight  appeared  to  be  equally 
favourable  to  the  Saxons  as  to  the  Swedes  ;  but  in 
reality,  they  ferved  only  as  an  umbrage  to  deeper  dcfigns, 
which  the  Swedes  had  in  agitation  ;  for  this  was  the 
firft  ftep  to  draw  the  Saxon  off  from  the  emperor’s 
party  ;  and  Torftenfon  was  now  fecure,  that  whilft  the 
Swedes  rufhed  farther  into  Germany,  the  Saxons  would 
not  moleft  them  behind. 

For  my  part,  I  neither  underftand  the  policy  nor  the 
integrity  of  the  elector  in  figning  thefe  articles,  nor  how 
he  can  reconcile  the  firft  of  them  with  any  of  the  reft  ; 
to  give  fafe-conduct  and  kind  entertainment  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  his  fovereign  ;  to  be  obliged  not  to  lend  him  any 
more  affiftance  than  his  enemies  fhall  allow,  nor  fuffer 
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him  to  raife  forces  at  his  own  charges ;  to  be  cheated  of 
his  own  revenues,  and  tamely  yield  to  pay  a  monthly 
tribute  befides  ;  to  be  tied  up  from  fuccouring  one  of  the 
principal  towns  in  his  principality,  at  that  time  beiieged 
by  the  Swedes  ;  this  is  a  new  method  of  keeping  due 
faith  to  fovereigns,  or  of  obferving  common  prudence  for 
one’s  felf.  But  “  women  and  wine  caufe  a  wife  man  to 
{tumble, ”  as  the  Arabians  fay.  And  this  old  prince  is 
bleffed  in  a  hopeful  fon,  who  is  not  afhamed  to  turn 
pimp,  that  fo  he  may  betray  his  father  to  his  mortal  ene¬ 
mies.  But  let  the  Chriftians  proceed  in  their  falfehood 
and  treachery  one  againit  another,  whilft  every  good 
mulfulman  proftrates  himfelf  five  times  a-day,  and  prays 
in  his  integrity  for  the  confummation  of  that  time,  where¬ 
in  God  has  determined  to  put  a  period  to  the  monarchies 
of  thefe  infidels,  and  to  reduce  them  to  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  his  holy  law. 

I  wifh  fome  of  my  friends  would  fend  me  fome  rela¬ 
tion  of  what  paffes  in  the  eaft  ;  I  have  heard  nothing  of 
moment  out  of  Afia  thefe  many  moons.  I  could  almofl 
think  myfelf  banifhed  from  the  eternal  providence,  whilft 
I  refide  among  thefe  uncircumcifed. 

Think  fometimes  on  Mahmut,  and  if  thou  canft  not 
relieve  his  melancholy,  at  leaft  pity  him,  whom  all  the 
honours  and  pleafures  of  thefe  weftern  parts  would  not  be 
able  to  exhilerate,  fo  long  as  he  apprehends  himfelf  for¬ 
gotten  by  his  friends  at  Conftantinople. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 
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XV. — To  Mahummed  Hogia,  Dervife,  Eremlt,  Inha¬ 
bitant  of  the  Sacred  Cave  at  the  Foot  of  Mount  Uriel  in 
Arabia  the  Happy. 

T  h  y  remembrance  is  as  the  dew  of  the  evening,  or  the 
midnight  breezes  in  Afric,  after  the  fcorching  fervours  of 
a  fummer’s  day,  when  neither  trees,  nor  houfes,  nor  high- 
eft  mountains,  afford  any  fhadow.  Such  are  the  employ¬ 
ments  of  ftate,  keeping  the  mind  in  as  reftlefs  an  a&ivity 
as  that  which  the  philofophers  fay  is  the  occafion  of  heat. 
Such  alfo  is  the  refrefhment  I  find  in  thinking  on  thee, 
whofe  foul  is  a  manfion  of  tranquillity,  an  umbrella  of 
temperance,  and  all  virtue.  Thither  I  retreat  for  refpir- 
ation  from  the  fatigues  of  worldly  bufinefs.  Pardon  the 
bold  accefs  of  an  humble  flave,  who  cannot  be  fo  happy 
as  to  vifit  thee  any  otherwife  than  by  letters,  yet  would 
be  miferable  in  the  want  of  this  privilege. 

Ever  fince  I  had  the  honour  to  kifs  the  duft  of  thy 
feet  in  that  facred  retirement,  I  was  filled  with  love  and 
admiration  of  thy  fanclity.  Thrice  happy  are  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  fhepherds,  whofe  flocks  feed  under  thy  aufpici- 
ous  protection.  No  fierce  lions,  nor  ravenous  tigers,  dare 
violate  that  fandfuaryyor  hunt  for  prey  within  thofe  mea¬ 
dows  confecrated  by  thy  prefence.  That  rich  and  flow¬ 
ery  vale  was  firft  fecured  with  an  eternal  immunity  from 
fpoil  and  rapine  by  the  blefiing  of  our  holy  Prophet ; 
now  that  blefiing  feems  to  be  redoubled  by  thy  prayers 
and  abftinences,  who  inherited:  his  fpirit  as  well  as  his 
abode.  It  was  in  that  holy  cave  the  meflenger  of  God 
faded  for  the  fpace  of  three  moons.  Thy  whole  life  there 
is  one  continued  abftinence.  When  thou  lifteft  up  thy 
venerable  hands  to  heaven  in  prayer,  the  enemies  of  our 
holy  law  are  feized  with  fear  and  trembling  ;  thou  art 
the  guardian  angel  of  the  Ottoman  empire ;  thy  body, 
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attenuated  with  twenty  years  failing,  is  purified  almofl  to 
immortality  ;  thou  art  become  a  denizon  among  the  fpi- 
rits  ;  neither  the  beads  of  the  earth,  nor  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  nor  the  fifh  of  the  fea,  will  charge  thee  with  their 
blood  ;  thy  table  never  fmoked  with  flaughtered  dain¬ 
ties  ;  every  tree  affords  thee  a  feaft,  and  the  meadows  re¬ 
gale  thee  with  a  thoufand  harmlefs  delicacies;  thy  third;  is 
allayed  with  the  cryftal  ftreams  ;  and  when  thou  art  dif- 
pofed  to  banquet,  the  Arabian  fheep  fupply  thee  with 
ne6lar  ;  thus,  like  a  prudent  traveller,  thou  accuftomeft 
thyfelf  beforehand  to  the  diet  of  the  country  whither 
thou  art  going  ;  thou  liveft  the  life  of  paradife  here  on 
earth. 

Thou  art  not  privy  to  the  wickednefs  of  the  age  ;  that 
cell  guards  thee  from  other  mens  vices,  while  thy  incom¬ 
parable  humility  defends  thee  from  thy  own  virtues;  thou 
art  not  puffed  up  with  thy  fublime  perfections ;  pride  is 
a  ferpent  which  commonly  poifons  the  root  of  the  faireft 
endowments,  but  thou  haft  crufhed  this  ferpent  in  the 
egg- 

In  that  folitude  the  angel  opened  the  heart  of  the  Sent 
of  God,  and  took  out  from  thence  the  devil’s  feed-plot. 
When  Mahomet  awaked  (for  this  was  done  while  he  lay 
in  a  trance),  he  faid,  I  am  a  worm.  When  Gabriel  faw 
his  humility,  he  pronounced  a  bleffing  on  the  place,  that 
whofoever  fhould  dwell  in  that  cave,  fliould  be  meek  as 
Abraham,  cliafte  as  Jofeph,  and  temperate  as  Ifmael. 
Thou  haft  experienced  the  effeCl  of  his  benediction. 

There  is  another  liappinefs  alfo  attends  thy  retire¬ 
ment  :  thou  liveft  free  from  cares  and  anxieties  ;  thou 
committed  the  public  good  to  the  conduCt  of  thy  fove- 
reign,  and  thy  private  welfare  to  the  protection  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  neither  difquieted  for  the  one,  nor  folicitous  for 
the  other.  Who  rifes,  and  who  falls,  in  the  favour  of 
Vol.  III.  c 
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the  fultan  ;  who  purchafes  the  government  of  the  em¬ 
pire  by  their  merits,  or  who  by  their  money  ;  whether  it 
be  better  to  remain  in  the  feraglio,  or  to  be  made  baffa 
of  Egypt,  are  cares  that  never  moleft  thee.  Thou  canft 
fit  in  that  fandtuary  of  peace,  and  pity  thofe  whofe  am¬ 
bition,  and  the  love  of  glory,  has  driven  into  the  toils  of 
war.  Thou  canft  behold  with  compaffion  the  burden- 
fome  attendants  of  the  great ;  their  labours  by  day,  and 
their  watchings  by  night ;  their  reftlefs  thoughts  and  bu- 
fy  aftions ;  macerated  bodies,  and  uneafy  fouls :  while 
with  indefatigable  pains  they  purfue  mere  Ihadows,  and 
endeavour  to  grafp  the  wind,  or  fecure  to  themfelves  a 
bubble,  which  is  no  fooner  touched  than  it  vanifhes  ; 
thou  in  the  mean  time  art  filling  thy  mind  with  folid 
knowledge,  and  laying  up  poffeffions  which  fhall  never 
be  taken  from  thee  ;  for  the  foul  carries  her  goods  along 
with  her  to  that  other  world. 

I  often  wifh  myfelf  with  thee  ;  and  the  remembrance 
-of  what  I  once  enjoyed  in  thy  converfation,  cannot  be 
effaced  by  diftance  of  time  and  place  ;  the  farther  I  am 
from  thee,  the  more  ardently  do  I  long  to  fee  thee.  But 
even  in  thefe  innocent  defires,  there  is  a  neceffary  morti¬ 
fication  ;  fince  we  are  not  born  for  ourfelves,  but  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  myfterious  ends  of  fate.  I  am  appointed  to 
ferve  the  Grand  Signior  in  this  place,  where  I  endea¬ 
vour  to  acquit  myfelf  a  faithful  flave,  and  a  good  mufful- 
■man.  If  I  fail  in  the  firft,  my  great  mafter  will  punilh 
me  ;  if  in  the  laft,  God  and  his  prophet  will  revenge  it. 
Yet  I  hope  every  frailty  will  not  be  efteemed  a  tranfgref- 
fion,  fince  the  heart  and  the  hands  go  not  always  toge¬ 
ther.  I  often  ft  rive  to  imitate  thy  abftinence,  but  my 
appetites  are  too  ftrong  for  me  :  I  return  to  my  old 
courfe  again,  like  a  bow  that  is  forcibly  bent.  Yet  I  fin 
not  in  this,  fince  it  is  not  required  at  my  hands. 
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Pray  for  me,  holy  man  of  God,  that,  while  I  aim  at 
the  bell  things,  I  may  not  fall  into  the  worft  ;  and  by 
ftriving  to  arrive  at  perfection,  I  may  not  crack  thofe  pow¬ 
ers  which  are  requifite  to  keep  me  ftedfaft  in  the  high¬ 
way  of  moral  virtue.  I  leave  thee  to  thy  contemplations, 
and  the  fociety  of  thy  courteous  angels,  who  ever  wait 
at  the  door  of  thy  cell. 

Paris,  a«th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XVI. — To  Useph,  Bajfa. 

X  formerly  acquainted  thee,  that  Uladiflaus  King  of 
Poland,  fought  Chriftina  Queen  of  Sweden  in  marriage; 
but  that  his  propofal  was  rejected.  Now  thou  mayeft 
know,  that  this  monarch  has  made  a  more  fuccefsful 
amour,  being  married  to  Louife  Marie  de  Gonzague, 
Princefs  of  Mantua.  The  nuptial  folemnities  were  per¬ 
formed  in  this  city  by  the  ambafiador  of  Poland,  who 
was  his  mailer’s  proxy.  The  greatell  part  of  the  laft 
moon  was  fpent  in  malks,  banquets,  and  court-revels,  to 
honour  the  efpoufals  of  this  new  queen,  who  is  fince  gone 
towards  Poland,  being  attended  to  the  frontiers  by  a  nu¬ 
merous  train  of  the  nobility,  with  all  the  ceremonies  and 
regard  due  to  a  perfon  of  her  rank. 

The  French,  who  are  never  fparing  in  words,  are  too 
liberal  in  the  praifes  they  bellow  on  this  princefs ;  for  if 
all  were  true  they  fay  of  her,  Ihe  might  be  lifted  in  the 
number  of  angels ;  whereas,  fome  more  impartial  eyes 
have  difcovered  fuch  imperfedtions,  as  fpeak  her  yet  on 
this  fide  a  faint.  But  ordinary  virtues  in  princes  dazzle 
the  multitude,  borrowing  a  greater  luftre  from  the  nobi¬ 
lity  of  their  blood,  and  the  eminence  of  their  quality  ; 
whilft  their  vices  are  either  Ihrouded  from  the  vulgar,  or 
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made  to  pafs  for  virtues,  in  the  artificial  drefs  which  flat¬ 
terers  put  on  them.  It  is  under  this  advantage  the  new 
Queen  of  Poland  is  cried  up  for  a  Diana  ;  though  a  late 
fatireft  vindicates  her  from  being  half  fo  cruel  as  that 
gcddefs  ;  it  being  no  fecret,  that  a  young  Italian  mar¬ 
quis  had  fomething  kinder  ufage  than  had  Adfeon,  when 
he  accidentally  encountered  this  princefs  as  fhe  was  walk¬ 
ing  alone  one  evening  in  a  grove  belonging  to  her  pa¬ 
lace. 

I  am  no  patron  of  libels ;  nor  would  I  fpeak  irreve¬ 
rently  of  thofe  whofe  royal  birth  claims  refpedl  from  all 
mortals  ;  but  the  ftupidity  of  the  Nazarenes  provokes 
my  pen,  who  allow  their  women  all  the  uncontroulable 
freedom  and  opportunities  that  commonly  give  birth  to 
the  moll  irregular  amours,  and  yet  believe  them  innocent. 
They  are  perfect  idolaters  of  that  fex,  not  having  learn¬ 
ed,  with  the  illuminated  muffulmans,  that  women  are  of 
a  creation  inferior  to  that  of  men,  have  fouls  of  a  lower 
ftamp,  and  confequently  more  prone  to  vice  ;  and  that 
they  fhall  never  have  the  honour  to  be  admitted  into  our 
paradife. 

But  thou  who  believeft  the  doftrines  clear  and  intelli¬ 
gible,  and  haft  killed  the  garment  of  the  Sent  of  God, 
wilt  not  fuffer  thy  reafon  to  be  blinded  by  the  enchant¬ 
ments  of  thefe  deluding  fair  ones  ;  but  fo  love  women,  as 
Hill  to  remember  thou  art  a  man,  which  is  fomething 
more  fublime. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  rath  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XVII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Jt  is  hard  to  guefs  where  the  French  victories  will  ter¬ 
minate.  Either  fear,  or  the  defire  of  novelties,  opens  the 
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gates  of  moft  cities  to  them;  and  when  that  will  not  do, 
the  force  of  their  cannon  makes  a  paffage  into  the  ftrong- 
eft  holds  of  their  enemies,  and  puts  whole  provinces  un¬ 
der  their  fubjection. 

Their  enemies  fay,  that  the  French  never  befiege  a 
town,  but  their  firft  affaults  are  made  with  bullets  of 
gold  ;  and  when  that  will  neither  prevail  on  the  gover¬ 
nor,  nor  win  a  party,  then  they  only  try  the  force  of  the 
coarfer  metal.  Yet  this  will  appear  but  a  Hander,  if 
thou  confidereft  a  late  adlion  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
when  he  lay  down  before  Bourburg. 

He  had  fcarce  finifhed  his  trenches,  when  the  next 
morning  an  arrow  was  found  with  a  letter  fattened  to  it, 
not  far  from  his  tent.  The  letter  was  dire&ed  to  the 
duke,  and  fubfcribed  by  the  governor  of  the  town.  The 
contents  of  it  were,  to  fignify  to  him,  that  if  he  would 
give  him  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  and  continue  him 
in  his  office,  he  would  the  next  night  open  the  gates,  and 
let  in  his  army  ;  and  that  before  mid-day  he  would  fend 
a  meffenger  to  know  his  pleafure.  The  duke  waited  the 
arrival  of  the  meffenger,  who  feconded  what  his  matter 
had  faid.  But  the  magnanimous  prince,  inftead  of  ac¬ 
cepting  his  offer,  fent  him  back  to  his  matter,  with  this 
meffage,  “  That  he  came  not  before  the  town  as  a  mer¬ 
chant,  to  purchafe  it  at  the  price  of  a  needlefs  treafon  ; 
but  as  a  foldier,  at  the  head  of  an  army  flufhed  with  con¬ 
tinual  victories  fummoning  him  forthwith  to  furren- 
der  at  difcretion,  that  being  the  only  way  to  experience 
his  generolky. 

This  year  has  been  fignalized  with  much  adlion  in 
Flanders,  Catalonia  and  Italy.  The  field  was  lhared  a- 
mong  many  brave  generals. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  had  the  command  of  the  army 
in  Flanders,  where  he  took  the  forts  of  Vandreval,  Bour- 
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burg,  Link,  Dringhen,  Bethune,  S.  Venant,  Guifca, 
Lens,  Mardyke,  Lillers,  Mening  and  Armentiers. 

Thefe  places  were  won  by  feveral  parties,  under  the 
commands  of  the  Marefchals  de  Gaftion,  de  Rantzan,  and 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  who  all  a<fted  in  feparate  bodies  un¬ 
der  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

Nor  was  the  Count  de  Harcourt  idle  in  Catalonia, 
where  he  fucceeded  in  the  charge  of  the  Marefchal  de  la 
Mothe.  The  firft  effort  of  his  arms  was  the  retaking  of 
Agramont,  which  the  Spaniards  had  feized ;  a  ftrong 
city,  and  which  kept  a  large  part  of  Catalonia  in  fubjec- 
tion. 

From  hence  he  marched  toward  Rofes,  one  of  the 
moft  important  places  for  ftrength  under  the  Spanifh 
king’s  dominions,  and  governed  by  an  experienced  fol- 
dier,  who  failed  not  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  ex¬ 
tremes  ;  but  after  a  fiege  of  two  moons  was  compelled  to 
yield  for  want  of  provifions. 

After  this,  the  French  general  cut  off  feven  hundred 
Spaniards,  who  were  polled  to  hinder  his  paffage  over 
a  river.  The  next  day  the  whole  armies  meeting  in 
the  plains  of  Liorens,  there  was  a  furious  encounter,  in 
which  the  Spaniards  loft  ten  regiments  of  horfe  on  the 
fpot  •,  the  reft  threw  down  their  arms  and  yielded.  The 
Marquis  of  Mortare,  one  of  the  Spanifh  generals,  was 
taken  captive,  with  other  perfons  of  note  ;  among  which 
was  the  ftandard-bearer  of  Spain. 

Yet  this  was  but  the  engagement  of  one  wing  ;  for 
when  the  other  entered  the  combat,  the  daughter  was 
dreadful.  Of  the  Spaniards  were  flain  fix  thoufand  horfe, 
and  fixteen  hundred  foot ;  and  three-and-twenty  hundred 
of  them  were  made  prifoners.  The  French  loft  not  a- 
bove  three  hundred  in  all,  and  had  but  a  few  wounded. 
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This  battle  has  brought  infinite  glory  to  the  Count 
de  Harcourt.  After  which  there  happened  nothing  re¬ 
markable  in  Catalonia,  fave  the  taking  of  Balaguier, 
which  is  like  to  end  this  year’s  campaign  on  that  fide. 

Prince  Thomas  of  Savoy  commanded  in  Italy,  but 
had  no  great  number  of  French  in  his  army,  the  main 
body  being  drawn  off  to  ferve  in  Catalonia.  Yet  vexed 
to  fee  the  fuccefs  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  polfelfed 
themfelves  of  a  ftrong  caftle,  and  kept  the  field  in  a  bra¬ 
vado,  as  if  he  were  not  able  to  face  them,  he  raifed  fome 
recruits  and  entered  the  Milaneze,  where  he  took  the 
city  and  caftle  of  Vigevano.  After  this,  defigning  to  re¬ 
turn  into  Piedmont,  he  found  all  the  paffages  blocked  up 
by  the  Spaniards,  who  had  a  far  greater  army  than  his. 
Yet  afluming  courage,  he  attempted  to  pafs  the  river 
Moura  ;  and  the  enemy  prefenting  themfelves  to  oppofe 
his  defign,  he  gave  them  battle,  and  killed  five  hundred 
and  threefcore  of  them,  among  which  were  nine  officers 
of  principal  command  and  quality  ;  on  his  fide  were  loft 
two  hundred  common  foldiers  and  twelve  officers,  among 
which  was  his  brother  Prince  Maurice  of  Savoy.  Thefe 
are  the  chief  a&ions  on  that  fide.  As  for  Portugal, 
there  has  happened  nothing  in  that  kingdom  worthy  of 
remark. 

I  have  in  this  letter,  fage  governor  of  the  imperial 
city,  obferved  the  method  thou  enjoinedft  me  y  I  have 
acquainted  thee  with  whatfoever  has  occurred  in  the  pre- 
fent  wars  of  France  and  Spain  dining  this  year. 

It  is  difcourfed  here,  that  the  Venetians  will  lay  fiege 
to  Canea  next  fpring,  in  hopes  to  recover  that  important 
place  from  the  arms  of  the  viftorious  Ottomans. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  will  be  on  his  march  to  Flan¬ 
ders  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  next  moon,  refolving  to 
make  an  early  campaign,  being  alarmed  with  the  late  lofs 
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of  Mardyke  which  the  Spaniards  took  by  furprife,  with¬ 
out  much  bloodfhed,  having  not  the  fourth  part  of  an 
hundred  men  killed  on  their  fide  ;  whereas,  when  the 
French  took  it  from  them,  it  cod  five  thoufand  lives  of 
the  belt  loldiers  the  King  of  France  had  in  his  army. 

The  hour  of  the  poll  will  not  permit  me  to  fay  more, 
than  that  I  am  the  humbled  of  thy  fiaves. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XVIII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

i  will  not  make  trial  of  the  virtue  of  friendfhip  at  this 
time,  in  the  way  that  philofophers  propofe  to  be  ufed 
between  fuch  as  own  that  title.  I  will  not  complain  of 
the  dolours  I  undergo,  that  fo  by  making  thy  compaffion 
{hare  them  with  me,  I  may  eafe  myfelf  of  a  part.  It 
appears  to  me  a  pufillanimous,  if  not  an  unjud  adlion, 
for  a  man  to  transfer  his  fufferings  by  difcovering  them 
to  his  friend,  and  defignedly  throw  that  upon  another, 
which  is  fcarce  tolerable  to  himfelf. 

I  am  fick,  and  cudom  has  rendered  this  almod  as  na¬ 
tural  to  me  as  health.  My  conditution  is  not  proof  a- 
gaind  the  envenomed  arrows  that  are  {hot  from  the  dars; 
nor  am  I  condellated  to  refid  the  fecret  contagions  that 
lurk  in  the  elements.  The  herbage  of  the  field  languifh- 
es  w'hen  poifoned  with  invifi'ole  atoms  from  above  ;  and 
all  the  leaves  of  the  fored  wither  when  touched  with  the 
baneful  emiffions  of  certain  meteors,  or  fcorched  with 
the  winged  exhalations  of  the  night.  So  our  bodies  re¬ 
ceive  a  thoufand  impreffions  from  things  without  us,  and 
not  a  few  maladies  from  ourfelves.  The  very  channel  of 
life  proves  many  times  the  vehicle  of  death,  while  our 
lungs  fuck  in  unwholfome  airs,  and  our  very  breath  be- 
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comes  our  bane.  We  have  radical  poifons  in  our  com* 
plexians,  which,  though  they  do  us  no  hurt  while  we  let 
them  lie  dormant,  yet,  once  excited  by  our  pafiions  and 
vices,  they  become  noxious  and  fatal,  hurrying  us  into 
the  chambers  of  death,  by  unaccountable  difeafes  and 
pains,  which  are  under  no  predicament. 

This  makes  me  bear  my  prefent  diftemper  with  an 
equal  mind,  becaufe  I  know  its  original,  and  it  is  not  in 
the  lift  of  thofe  maladies  which  have  no  name ;  whereby 
I  can  eafily  calculate  its  duration,  and  almoft  point  to  a 
day  when  I  fhall  be  well  again  ;  for  it  is  in  the  number 
of  thofe,  phyficians  call  acute  ;  and  the  anguilh  it  inflifts 
confirms  that  title. 

Take  not  this  for  a  complaint,  nor  what  I  am  about- 
to  fay  for  a  paradox,  when  I  tell  thee,  that  I  know  not 
which  is  greater,  my  pleafure  or  pain,  during  this  excru¬ 
ciating  fever.  Tliefe  affedtions  border  fo  near  one  upon 
another,  that  I  find  it  difficult  to  diftinguifh  them.  They 
feem  to  be  inmates  to  each  other,  and  blended  together 
in  their  roots.  Sure  I  am,  they  are  fo  twilled  and  inter¬ 
woven  in  my  conftitution,  that  I  never  felt  one  without 
the  other.  Every  man  may  experience,  that  his  ftrong- 
cft  defires  are  compounded  of  thefe  two  pafiions,  and  the 
very  moment  of  fruition  itfelf  cannot  feparate  them.  The 
minute  of  enjoyment  it  but  confecrated  to  his  lofs,  while 
the  height  of  his  joy  is  the  rife  of  his  grief,  fince  the 
fmalleft  particle  of  time  cannot  diftinguifh  the  life  and 
death  of  his  pleafure. 

Do  but  reverfe  this  contemplation,  and  apply  it  to  my 
ficknefs,  and  thou  wilt  find  no  riddle  in  my  words,  when 
I  allure  thee,  that  as  the  torment  of  my  fever  advances, 
fo  does  my  eafe  ;  pleafure  and  pain  fit  and  lhake  hands 
in  my  heart,  embrace,  and  equally  divide  its  fyftole  and 
diaftole  between  them. 
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Yet  I  muft  needs  own,  I  am  indebted  for  this  allay  of 
my  dolours  to  the  prefence  of  my  mind,  which  I  fuffer 
not  to  be  torn  from  itfelf,  or  carried  away  by  the  violent 
motion  of  my  agitated  fpirits.  Were  it  not  for  this,  a 
fever  would  prove  a  hell  upon  earth,  and  every  pulfe  a 
tormenting  fury.  My  very  drink  (which  is  all  my  fubfift- 
ence  now)  would  appear  but  the  loathfome  diftillation  of 
that  tree,whofe  unpalatable  and  fealding  gum  is  appoint¬ 
ed  for  a  beverage  to  the  damned.  The  fofteft  entertain¬ 
ment  of  my  bed,  while  awake,  would  but  be  a  tranflation 
of  the  torments  of  Ixion  and  Syfiphus  ;  and  the  flatter¬ 
ing  intervals  of  deep  would  but  renew  the  fufferings  of 
Tantalus.  Whereas  now,  whether  afleep  or  awake,  my 
mind,  keeping  aloft  in  her  proper  fphere,  bufied  in  the 
contemplation  and  enjoyment  of  herfelf,  andfuperior  ob¬ 
jects,  partakes  not  in  the  fever  of  my  body,  but,  as  if  on 
the  cool  top  of  fome  high  mountain,  furveys  all  the  val- 
lies  beneath,  without  being  fenfible  of  their  raging  heats. 

I  owe  this  tranquillity,  in  the  midit  of  bodily  pertur¬ 
bations,  to  the  examples  of  ancient  philofophers,  which 
thou  knoweft  have  far  more  influence  than  precepts. 
Ever  fince  I  read,  that  Plotinus  could  chace  away  the 
racking  tortures  of  the  gout  and  ftorie,  by  the  foie  force 
of  his  thought,  I  daily  tried  the  experiment,  fpurred  on 
by  emulation  of  his  virtue,  as  judging  it  ignoble  in  a 
muffulman  to  give  the  palm  to  a  pagan  in  any  point  of 
mafeuline  bravery. 

It  is  recorded  of  the  fame  philofopher,  that,  by  the 
mere  ftrength  and  majefty  of  his  mind,  he  diflipated  the 
enchantments  of  Apollonius  Tyanaeus  ;  and  the  infernal 
fpirits  confefled  they  were  baffled  by  that  thinking  man  : 
As  if  his  foul  were  of  the  nature  of  Medufa’s  head,  which 
turned  all  into  ina&ive  ftatucs  who  did  but  look  on  it. 

Surely  great  is  the  efficacy  of  contemplation  hinted  at 
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in  the  Arabian  proverb,  which  fays,  “  He  that  can  fee 
his  own  eyes  without  a  glafs,  (hall  be  able  to  move  the 
bull’s  horns.”  Which  myfterious  expreffion  is  thus  in¬ 
terpreted  by  the  learned  Avicen  :  A  prophet,  or  fpiritual 
man,  who  always  converi'es  within,  (hall  have  power  to 
(hake  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ;  which,  thou  know- 
eft,  refts  on  the  horns  of  a  bull,  according  to  the  dodtrine 
of  our  holy  lawgiver. 

I  need  fay  no  more  to  convince  thee  that  I  am  in  a 
fever.  My  thus  expatiating  and  running  from  one  thing 
to  another  (when  I  thought  to  haye  faid  all  in  a  few 
words)  will  fatisfy  thee  what  temper  I  am  in.  Yet  re¬ 
collecting  myfelf  with  comfort,  that  I  know  my  diftem- 
per,  I  will  crave  leave  to  tell  thee  a  (liort  (lory  of  a  man 
who  was  fick  for  many  years,  and  yet  the  ableft  phyfi- 
cians  in  Paris  could  not  difeern  his  malady. 

This  perfon  was  an  officer  of  the  city,  whofe  bufinefs 
it  was  to  arreft.  men  that  were  in  debt.  He  was  obferv- 
ed  to  be  the  fubtleft  of  all  his  brethren,  and  the  moft 
dexterous  at  plotting  another  man’s  ruin.  This  augment¬ 
ed  his  eftate,  and  he  grew  extremely  rich.  But  in  the 
one-and-fortieth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  feized  with  an 
unknown  malady,  a  diftemper  to  which  the  moft  fkilful 
were  ftrangers.  He  languilhed  five  years,  in  a  condition 
which  moved  all  men  to  pity.  It  will  be  tedious  to  re¬ 
count  the  fymptoms  of  his  illnefs.  At  length  he  died, 
and,  according  to  his  own  will,  was  differed.  The  phy- 
ficians  found  all  parts  of  his  body  decayed  and  wafted  ; 
but  when  they  came  to  his  head,  they  were  above  mea- 
fure  aftonilhed  to  fee  a  neft  of  ferpents,  inftead  of  brains. 
This  was  concluded  by  all  to  be  the  fource  of  his  diftem¬ 
per  ;  and  people  defcant  varioufly  on  it.  Some  fay  it 
was  a  judgment  of  God  inflifted  on  him  for  his  cruel  fub- 
tlety,  in  trepanning  men  out  of  their  liberties  by  a  thoufand 
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wiles :  Others  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  a  natural  pro- 
du£l,  it  being  ufual  in  fome  conftitutions  for  this  fort  of 
creature  to  be  bred  out  of  their  vitals.  A  merchant 
that  had  been  in  Peru  told  me,  that  in  a  province  of  that 
empire,  there  were  people,  who,  by  drinking  the  water 
of  a  certain  river,  had  ferpents  often  engendered  in  their 
bowels  ;  that  he  had  feen  one  prefented  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  which  was  taken  out  of  a  dead  man’s  heart,  a  cu- 
bit  in  length.  He  faid  it  was  of  a  crimfon  colour,  with¬ 
out  fcales  or  eyes ;  neither  was  it  venomous.  This  he 
afferted  very  folemnly,  and  with  imprecations. 

I  tell  thee,  dear  friend,  if  thefe  things  be  true,  who 
can  be  fure  he  harbours  not  fome  fuch  loathfome  inmate 
in  his  body  ;  yet  I  wouiti  not  have  thee  grow  melancho¬ 
ly  upon  it,  and  difturb  thy  repofe.  The  day  will  come 
when  we  (hall  all  be  metamorphofed  into  worms  and  fer¬ 
pents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  meanwhile,  live  thou  happily  in  the  favour  of 
thy  fovereign,  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy  health,  the  vigour 
of  thy  fenfes,  and  have  fometimes  in  thy  thoughts  a  man 
full  of  infirmities,  without  murmuring,  Mahmut,  that 
loves  his  friend  in  all  conditions. 

Paris,  a6th  of  the  mh  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XIX. — To  the  Selictar.  Aga,  or  Sword-Bearer  to  his 
Highncfs. 

wish  I  could  time  my  letters  fc,  as  to  gratify  all  the 
minifters  of  the  bleffed  Porte,  by  making  each  alternate¬ 
ly  the  firft  relater  of  fome  acceptable  news  in  the  myfte- 
rious  divan,  where  all  human  events  are  fcanned  with  im¬ 
partial  judgment.  But  every  moon  does  not  prefent  us 
with  lieges  or  battles  ;  neither  can  I  receive  intelligence 
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of  all  remarkable  events,  fo  foon  as  they  come  to  pafs. 
What  I  (hall  now  tranfmit  to  thee,  is  an  account  of  what 
has  been  omitted  in  my  difpatches  to  the  other  minifters. 

Europe  is  a  field,  fertile  in  rebellions,  tumults,  dif- 
orders,  and  unnatural  wars.  No  part  of  Chriftendom, 
which  is  not  polluted  with  treafons,  perfidies,  and  maf- 
facres  ;  no  corner  undefiled  with  human  blood.  The  fon 
confpires  the  death  of  him  who  firft  gave  him  his  life  ; 
the  brother  lays  trains  to  enfnare  the  partner  of  his  blood, 
the  offspring  of  her  that  bare  himftlf.  No  bond  of  af- 
fedfion,  or  tie  of  confanguinity,  is  of  force  to  reftrain 
thefe  infidels  from  purfuing  each  other  with  malice.  Nei¬ 
ther  has  their  religion  any  more  influence  on  their  paf- 
fions,  than  the  fables  of  the  ancient  poets.  In  public 
and  private,  all  things  are  governed  by  intereft.  Thus, 
while  every  man  and  every  ftate  are  only  biaffed  by  the 
narrow  principles  of  felf-prefervation,  they  abandon  the 
general  good  of  Chriftendom,  and  expofe  it  as  a  prey  to 
the  next  daring  invader. 

There  is  no  reafon  that  we  fhould  grieve  at  this  folly 
of  the  Nazarenes.  It  is  from  their  impiety  and  vices,  the 
virtue  and  wifidom  of  the  viftorious  muffulmans  receive 
the  greater  luftve,  who  are  created  to  difplant  thefe  un- 
circumcifed,  and  inftrucf  the  nations  which  they  pof- 
feffed  in  the  faith  free  from  blemifh. 

Yet  fince  the  depredations  which  the  Swedes  have 
made  in  Germany  and  Denmark,  the  neighbouring  crowns 
and  ftates,  notwithftanding  their  infincerity,  have  feem- 
ingly  interpofed  their  endeavours,  to  prevent  the  worft 
effeils  of  a  war,  fo  deitruftive  to  the  common  intereft  of 
Chriftendom.  Deputies  were  fent  from  all  parts  to  Mun- 
fter  and  Ofnaburg,  with  inftruftions  from  their  refpec- 
tive  fovereigns.  They  have  fquandered  away  much  time 
in  vain  overtures  of  peace ;  whilft;  the  Swedes  daily  get 
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ground  on  one  fide  of  the  empire,  and  the  French  are 
not  unfuccefsful  on  the  other. 

The  enemies  of  France,  fenfible  that  they  cannot  re¬ 
duce  this  crown  by  open  force,  have  recourfe  to  artifice. 
They  endeavour  to  corrupt  her  allies,  and  infinuate  into 
the  minds  of  the  United  States  of  the  Low  Countries, 
all  thofe  apprehenfions  which  may  ferve  to  improve  the 
jealoufy  they  had  already  conceived  of  the  French  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ;  fuggefting  that  the  Spanilh  Netherlands  are 
the  only  bar  which  ftops  the  armies  of  France  from  over¬ 
running  Holland,  and  the  reft  of  the  United  Provinces. 
In  fine,  they  have  prevailed  on  them  to  enter  into  a  fe- 
parate  alliance,  and  not  to  treat  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  minifters  at  Munfter. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  French,  by  their  agents  in  Hol¬ 
land,  endeavour  to  unmalk  the  artifice  of  the  Spaniards 
reprefenting  that  they  have  no  other  defign  in  thefe  in- 
finu'ations,  but  to  breed  an  ill  underftanding  between  this 
crown  and  the  United  Provinces,  that  fo  by  their  ill  of¬ 
fices,  in  time,  things  may  come  to  a  rupture,  and  the 
States  be  deprived  of  the  friendfhip  and  protection  of 
France,  which  alone  is  able  to  fupport  that  common¬ 
wealth  againft  the  pretenfions  of  their  old  enemies,  the 
Spaniards.  All  Europe  is  aftonifhed  to  fee,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  utmoft  condefcenfions  of  the  French 
court  to  conferve  peace,  yet  the  States,  led  by  their  ill 
deftiny,  Ihould  embrace  the  propofals  of  Spain.  This 
makes  a  great  imprefiion  on  all  the  minifters  affembled  at 
Munfter  and  Ofnaburg,  who  now  conclude,  that  the  Spa¬ 
niards  only  feek  occafions  to  perpetuate  the  war  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  that  whilft  the  princes  of  the  empire  are  engaged 
in  a  defence  of  their  territories,  and  the  Swedes  and 
French  are  bufied  in  purfuing  their  conquefts,  they  may 
pick  a  quarrel  with  their  new  friends,  whom  they  have 
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deprived  of  a  more  powerful  protection,  and  re-eftablifh 
themfelves  in  the  revolted  provinces. 

The  deputies  have  had  feveral  conferences  about  this 
important  affair  ;  and  the  refult  of  their  counfels  is,  to 
folicit  the  French  court  to  ufe  its  utmoft  power  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  ill  confequences  which  this  feparate  treaty  will 
bring  along  with  it. 

It  is  difeourfed  here,  that  Monfieur  de  la  Tuillerie  will 
be  recalled  from  the  court  of  Swedeland,  being  efteemed 
the  fitted:  man  to  diffuade  the  Hollanders  from  this  new 
alliance  ;  he  having  been  already  employed  in  feveral  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  the  States,  and  is  well  verfed  in  the  me¬ 
thods  of  treating  with  that  nation. 

This  fome  judge  to  be  the  reafon  of  the  Sieur  Cha- 
nut’s  being  fent  to  Swedeland,  that  he  may  refide  at 
Stockholm,  and  continue  to  adl  there  in  the  abfence  of 
la  Tuillerie.  So  nice  and  delicate  is  this  affair,  that  all 
France  cannot  afford  another  man  duly  qualified,  to  ma¬ 
nage  it  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  If  he  fhow  not 
more  candour  in  this  negociation  than  he  did  when  he 
was  fent  to  mediate  a  peace  between  Swedeland  and 
Denmark,  he  will  receive  but  flender  thanks  at.  his  re¬ 
turn  ;  but  if  he  fucceeds,  it  is  faid,  that  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini  has  declared,  he  will  merit  to  be  inftalled  in  the 
order  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  have  formerly  fpoke  of  this 
in  one  of  my  letters,  as  the  moft  eminent  order  of  knight¬ 
hood  in  France. 

I  wifh  the  Chriflians  may  ever  find  difficulties  to  ob- 
ftrudf  the  meafures  they  take  to  eftablifh  an  univerfa! 
peace,  and  may  continue  to  amufe  and  vex  one  another, 
till  the  day  of  the  fcourge. 

Paris,  aoth  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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XX. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

It  is  not  yet  publicly  known  what  defigns  have  moved 
this  court  to  order  a  mighty  fleet  to  be  fitted  out  to  fea ; 
but  it  is  privately  whifpered,  that  they  will  fail  to  the 
Levant,  to  aflitt  the  Venetians  again!!  the  Turks. 

People  difeourfe  varioufly,  according  to  the  flrength 
or  weaknefs  ef  their  reafon  ;  and  five  days  ago  an  old 
man  went  to  Cardinal  Mazarini,  pretending  to  fpeak  by 
infpiration  :  He  told  him,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  trull  to 
their  winged  caftles  (fo  he  called  the  ihips),  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  their  armies,  or  in  the  treafures  of  their  money  ; 
for  a  decree  was  figned  in  Heaven  again!!  ah  the  nations 
in  Europe  ;  that  the  war  was  begun  above,  bttween  the 
potentates  who  have  the  cuftody  of  kingdoms  and  em¬ 
pires  ;  that  they  fliould  foon  fee  the  banner  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  difplayed  in  the  firmament ;  that  the  liars  fliould  fight 
in  their  courfes  again!!  the  wicked  profeffors  of  Chri- 
ilianity  ;  that  the  Ifmaelites  fliould  come  out  of  their 
holes,  and  fliould  flow  down  like  a  torrent  from  the 
mountains  of  the  eaft,  overrunning  all  Chrillendom  ;  in 
fine,  that  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  fliould 
be  laid  defolate,  their  beautiful  cities  facked,  and  the 
inhabitants  led  into  captivity ;  that  the  pope,  with  all  his 
priefts,  fliould  be  exterminated  ;  and  that  all  nations  fliould 
embrace  one  law. 

They  put  him  in  prifon,  but  he  was  found  walking 
next  day  in  the  ftreets.  The  keeper  chained  him  in  irons, 
but  in  the  morning  he  was  Handing  at  the  gate  of  the 
prifon,  preaching  to  the  people.  Some  fay  he  is  a  che- 
mift,  and  has  found  out  the  mafter  fecret ;  others  fay,  he 
is  a  prophet ;  but  moil  judge  him  to  be  a  magician.  He 
feems  now  to  have  loll  his  vigour,  not  being  able  to  re- 
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leafe  himfelf  from  the  chains  which  fatten  him  to  the 
ground  where  he  lies ;  yet  he  continues  to  foretel  the 
ruin  of  Chriftendom.  It  is  faid  he  will  be  fent  to  Rome, 
there  to  receive  fentence  of  the  holy  father,  according  to 
hi3  demerits.  I  am  no  admirer  of  vifionaries ;  yet  there 
appears  fomething  extraordinary  in  the  conftancy  of  this 
man.  Time  will  demonftrate,  whether  he  be  a  true  or  a 
falfe  prophet. 

A  courier  came  to  this  city  laft  night  from  Swede- 
land,  who  brings  letters  from  Montteur  Chanut,  which 
fay,  that  he  has  received  great  encouragement  to  hope 
for  the  Ihips  which  he  was  to  buy  in  Swedeland.  Thou 
haft  already  heard,  that  Monfieur  la  Tuillerie,  ambaffa- 
dor  from  this  crown  to  Queen  Chriftina,  was  thought 
the  only  proper  inftrument  to  diffuade  the  United  States 
of  the  Low  Countries  from  entering  into  a  feparate  treaty 
with  Spain ;  and  that  therefore  Monfieur  Chanut  was 
fent  to  refide  in  his  abfence  at  Stockholm,  to  obferve 
what  paffes,  and  to  continue  the  alliance  between  the 
two  crowns. 

This  minifter  arrived  in  Swedeland  the  15th  day  of 
the  moon  of  December,  in  the  laft  year,  where  Mon¬ 
fieur  la  Tuillerie  had  prepared  all  things  ready  for  a 
fpeedy  aifpatch  of  his  negotiation  ;  having  the  day  be¬ 
fore  his  arrival  made  known  to  that  court  the  pleafure  of 
the  King  of  France,  and  the  Queen- Regent,  whofe  let¬ 
ters  were  received  by  Queen  Chriftina  with  all  the  marks 
of  royal  affe&ion  ;  fhe  telling  the  ambaffador,  that  fhe 
infinitely  honoured  the  perfons  of  the  king  and  the  queen- 
regent  ;  and  that  fhe  would  give  them  fuch  proofs  of  the 
integrity  of  her  friendfhip,  as  would  demonftrate  that  fhe 
was  fenfible  of  her  obligations  to  them,  for  what  they 
had  contributed  to  the  good  fuccefs  of  her  affairs  ;  and 
that  there  was  nothing  more  dear  to  her,  nor  more  fixed 
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in  her  refolution,  than  to  conferve  inviolably  the  league 
that  was  between  them.  She  farther  told  the  ambaffa- 
ders,  that  it  was  with  no  ordinary  complacency  (he  now 
beheld  two  minifters  of  France  in  her  court,  after  (he 
had  been  without  any  for  a  long  time.  In  fine,  (he  af- 
fured  them,  that  whatfoever  could  be  fpared  from  the 
necefiary  defence  and  fervice  of  the  kingdom,  whether 
(hips,  arms,  or  men,  (hould  not  be  wanting  to  the  aid 
of  the  King  of  France. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  perceive,  that  though  the  King 
of  France  has  powerful  armies  by  land,  yet  he  is  defec¬ 
tive  in  naval  forces  ;  or,  if  he  has  (hips  enough  to  de¬ 
fend  his  own  realms  by  fea,  and  to  ferve  as  convoys  to 
his  merchants,  it  mud  be  concluded,  that  fome  foreign 
expedition  is  defigned,  which  has  put  him  upon  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  method  to  increafe  his  fleet. 

I  thought  it  highly  necefiary  to  acquaint  thee  with 
this  pafiage,  that  the  minifters  of  the  Porte,  auguft  and 
ever  happy,  may  confult  what  mcafures  to  take  with 
this  prince,  if  it  be  true  that  he  defigns  to  break  the 
league  which  he  made  with  Sultan  Ibrahim  four  years 
ago.  There  is  but  little  confidence  to  be  repofed  in  the 
moft  folemn  oaths  of  Chriftian  monarchs,  who  hold  not 
themfelves  obliged  to  keep  faith  with  thofe  whom  they 
efteem  infidels  ;  and  thou  knoweft  that  is  the  beft  title 
they  can  afford  the  obfervers  of  the  moft  perfect  law  in 
the  world.  Yet  the  French,  among  all  the  nations  of 
the  Meffias,  feem  to  bear  the  greateft  refpecft  to  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire.  But  they  are  inconftant  and  changeable, 
which  is  an  argument  of  infincerity.  They  are  very 
prompt  and  warm  in  contrafting  friendftiips,  and  as  ready 
to  infringe  thofe  facred  bonds,  on  the  lead  occafion, 
efpecially  where  intereft  and  ambition  have  the  afcend— 
ant. 
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The  Venetian  refident  at  this  court  makes  daily  vifits 
to  the  queen-regent,  and  has  frequent  conferences  with 
Cardinal  Mazarini.  Many  couriers  pafs  between  Mun- 
fter,  Stockholm,  and  this  city.  Yefterday  one  arrived 
from  the  Venetian  ambaffador  at  Munfler,  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  that  the  fecretary  of  that  embafly,  whom  he  had 
fent  to  Queen  Chriftina,  was  returned  with  the  promife 
of  eight  (hips  of  war,  lent  by  that  queen  to  the  republic, 
to  aflift  them  againft  the  all-conquering  muffulmans. 

It  feems  as  if  Sweden  were  become  the  common  arfe- 
nal  of  Europe,  from  which  the  other  kingdoms  are  fup- 
plied  with  all  the  inftruments  of  war.  But  what  is  moil 
obfervable  is,  that  the  Venetians  obtained  not  this  fa¬ 
vour,  without  the  mediation  of  the  French  minilter  at 
Stockholm  ;  by  which  it  feems  evident,  that  this  court 
has  newly  entered  into  a  private  league  with  the  republic  ; 
and  that  they  deiign  to  furprife  the  Ottomans  with  fome 
fudden  enterprife  by  fea. 

I  (hall  not  let  a  moment  efcape  which  may  prefent  me 
with  the  leaft  opportunity  to  difcover  what  is  in  the 
hearts  of  thefe  infidels. 

If  thou  wilt  favour  me  with  thy  inftru&ions,  I  fhall 
make  the  fafer  fteps.  God,  whofe  eye  penetrates  into  all 
obfcurities,  enlighten  us  with  a  ray  to  that  wifdom,  which 
once  revealed  to  his  meffenger  the  fecret  confpiracy  of 
the  Coreis,  when  they  plotted  to  deftroy  the  temple  built 
without  hands. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XXI. — To  William  Vospel,  a  Reclufe  at  Halmerjladt 
in  Aujiria . 

I  received  thy  letter  with  abundance  of  complacency, 
in  that  it  argues  the  continuance  of  thy  friendlhip  ;  and 
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that  I  trace  therein  no  footfteps  of  an  angry  pen,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  liberty  I  took  to  defcant  on  thy  man¬ 
ner  of  life.  On  the  contrary,  thou  fendeft  me  an  apo- 
logy,  full  of  meeknefs.  Thy  reafons  have  a  marvellous 
force  in  them  ;  they  feern  to  fpring  from  a  foul  vegete 
and  living,  yet  dead  to  palfion.  Thou  almoft  perfuadeft 
me  to  affedt  a  monaftic  life,  which  may  not  unfitly  be 
termed  a  fociable  folitude. 

I  much  admire  what  thou  fayeft  concerning  filence, 
and  wifh  I  could  pradtife  that  paffive  virtue.  It  is  the 
firft  ftep  to  wifdom,  the  nurfe  of  peace,  and  the  guardian 
of  virtue.  Words  do  but  ruffle  and  difeompofe  the 
mind,  betraying  the  foul  to  a  thoufand  vanities.  There¬ 
fore  Pythagoras  enjoined  his  difciples  five  years  filence 
before  he  admitted  them  to  his  myfterious  philofophy. 

But  tell  me  why  thou  didft  not  rather  choofe  to  live  in 
a  defart  remote  from  men,  where  thou  vvouldft  have  no 
temptation  to  fpeak,  un'lefs  thou  wert  difpofed  to  hold  a 
conference  with  the  trees  or  beafts,  or  hadft  a  mind  to 
fport  thyfelf,  and  have  thy  words  retorted  by  mocking 
echoes  ?  If  a  reclufe  life  be  thy  choice  for  the  fake  of 
contemplation,  I  would  advife  thee  to  turn  hermit.  But 
perhaps  thou  dare  ft  not  venture  thyfelf  among  the  fa- 
tyrs  of  the  wildernefs,  or  thou  art  afraid  of  the  wild 
beafts.  As  for  the  firft,  they  are  either  the  dreams  of 
poets,  or  if  there  be  any  fuch  beings  in  reality,  they  will 
not  hurt  thee,  fince  thou  voluntarily  forfakeft  the  compa¬ 
ny  of  men,  to  become  a  fylvan,  as  they  are.  As  for  the 
latter,  I  muft  confefs  I  cannot  difeommend  thy  fear,  there 
being  no  fricndfhip  or  intelligence  common  between  us 
and  the  lions,  tigers,  bears,  &c.  of  the  foreft.  Yet  I  can 
tell  thee,  for  thy  comfort,  that  by  long  and  afiiduons 
practice,  the  fierceft  of  thefe  creatures  have  been  taught 
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to  cenverfe  with  men,  to  obey  their  commands,  and  to 
perform  the  parts  of  diligent  fervants,  and  faithful  friends. 

The  wildernefs  will  afford  thee  a  fair  opportunity  of 
ftudying  the  nature  of  plants  and  animals,  the  various 
alterations  in  the  elements,  the  influence  of  the  winds 
and  rains,  meteors  and  exhalations,  with  many  other  fe- 
crets  which  are  hid  from  the  greateft  part  of  men,  who 
are  buried  alive  in  populous  towns  and  cities,  banifhed 
from  the  familiarity  of  their  mother  earth,  and  molt  of 
her  genuine  produdts. 

In  the  defart,  the  unforced  harmony  of  birds  (hall  lull 
thy  foul  in  innocent  and  grateful  flumbers  ;  the  gentle 
winds  fhall  waft  immortal  whifpers  to  thy  ravifhed  ears, 
breathing  unutterable  founds  from  paradife.  The  mur¬ 
muring  ftreams  fhall  warble  forth  their  foft  and  fweet 
eternal  ftories.  All  fhall  confpire  to  ferve  thy  contem¬ 
plation,  and  to  tranfport  thy  mind  with  facred  ecftafies. 

If  after  all  this  thou  fhall  prefer  the  monaftic  enclo- 
fure,  follow  thy  refolution,  and  be  happy.  Only  remem¬ 
ber,  that  though  thy  body  be  fhut  up  within  thofe  walls, 
yet  if  thy  mind  ftraggle  in  vain  and  worldly  thoughts, 
thou  art  no  longer  a  reclufe.  Adieu. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XXII. — To  the  Captain  Bassa. 

If  all  be  true  that  I  have  reafon  to  fufpedt,  thou  wilt 
find  a  warm  divertifement  at  fea  this  fpring.  Though 
the  Europeans  have  feemed  flow  in  their  pieparations  to 
affift  the  ftate  of  Venice,  fuffering  their  feparate  intereffs  to 
fuperfede  the  care  of  that  republic,  yet  now  they  turn 
their  eyes  thither.  Their  backwardnefs  hitherto  is  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  fecrecy  with  which  our  fage  emperor  meditat- 
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ed  the  prefent  war.  His  counfels  were  never  whifpered 
out  of  the  feraglio,  till  the  fame  winds  tranfported  the 
news  which  wafted  our  invincible  fleet  to  the  fnore  of 
Candy.  Now,  they  behold  the  ocean  covered  with  the  (hips 
of  the  eaftem  empire,  fear  furprifes  them  ;  the  princes  of 
the  Nazarenes  tremble  ;  they  look  no  longer  on  the  re¬ 
public  of  Venice  with  the  eyes  of  envy,  becaufe  of  her 
pre-eminence  in  traffic,  but  with  another  regard  :  They 
confider  her  as  the  bulwark  of  Chriftendom,  the  only 
bank  which  has  hitherto  Hemmed  the  tide  of  the  Otto¬ 
man  puiflance,  and  flopped  our  victorious  armies  from  o- 
verflowing  all  Europe. 

I  have  informed  the  Reis  Effendi  of  what  I  knew  con¬ 
cerning  the  naval  forces  which  are  fitting  out  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  north  and  weft  to  aid  the  Venetians  ;  but  I 
have  not  told  him  what  the  Chriftians  fay  of  thee,  nei¬ 
ther  am  I  willing  to  believe  it.  They  fpeak  of  thee  as 
of  a  man  not  more  difficult  to  be  corrupted  than  was  thy 
predeceffor,  who  was  ftrangled  by  the  order  of  the  ful- 
tanefs  mother.  This  cenfure,  I  hope,  is  an  effedl  of  their 
impotence  ;  while  they  flatter  themfelves  with  the  ima¬ 
gination  of  bribing  him,  from  whofe  courage  and  fortune 
they  can  expedt  nothing  but  defeats. 

They  truft  much  in  the  force  of  thy  birth  and  educa¬ 
tion,  and  difcourfe  of  a  certain  magical  character,  imprint¬ 
ed  in  thy  foul  when  thou  waft  baptized,  which  they  fay, 
is  indelible.  And  they  promife  themfelves,  that  thy  na¬ 
tive  Chriftianity  has  more  influence  on  thy  heart  than 
forced  circumcifion  ;  and  that  thou  wilt  not  fight  with 
any  zeal  againft  men  of  the  fame  principle  as  thofe  who 
gave  thee  thy  breath.  But  they  confide  more  in  the 
charms  of  their  gold,  with  which  they  defign  to  bribe 
thee.  In  fine,  they  drink  healths  to  the  honeft  renega- 
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do ;  fo  they  term  him  who  commands  the  whole  fleet  of 
the  Ottoman  empire. 

I  do  not  give  credit  to  theft  calumnies,  having  good 
grounds  to  boaft  of  thy  integrity.  However  I  counfel 
thee,  by  fome  extraordinary  fervice  to  thy  mafter,  to  give 
the  lie  to  thefe  infidels:  And  fuffer  not  that, which  atpre- 
fent  may  be  but  a  bare  fufpicion,  to  be  improved,  by  thy 
neglecft  or  cowardice,  into  a  palpable  evidence,  that  thou 
art  falfe  and  perfidious  to  the  fupreme  lord  of  the  globe. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646, 


XXIII.— To  Adonai,  a  Jew,  at  Vemce. 

Now  thou  art  fixed,  it  is  time  to  write  to  thee.  Thou 
haft  been  a  rambler  thefe  three  or  four  years,  and  nobody 
knew  where  to  find  thee.  I  have  received  eleven  dif- 
patches  from  thee  fince  thy  firft  departure  from  Genoa, 
wherein  thou  haft  informed  me  of  many  paffages  of  ftate. 
Now  1  defire  thee  to  fend  me  fome  remarks  on  the  diffe¬ 
rent  nature  of  the  people  thou  haft  feen,  their  various 
cuftoms  and  laws,  with  whatfoever  was  worthy  obferva- 
tion  in  thy  travels. 

Italy  is  a  fair  field,  yet  produces  darnel  as  well  as 
wholefome  corn ;  it  is  a  beautiful  garden,  yet  bears  aco¬ 
nite  intermixed  with  her  rofes ;  great  virtues,  and  no  lefs 
vices.  This  region  is  famous  for  the  wifdom  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  for  their  proverbs  ;  it  is  the  Arabia  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  in  many  fenfes,  yet  much  leffened  in  its  renown 
fince  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  Goths  and 
Vandals  turned  all  into  defarts  where  they  came,  and 
have  left  fuch  impreffions  of  their  northern  barbarifm  be¬ 
hind  them,  as  made  the  people  they  conquered  half  fava- 
ges.  Hence  came  the  general  decay  of  learning  and- 
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knowledge  in  thefe  wellern  parts  ;  hence  the  corruption 
of  ancient  manners.  The  great,  the  noble,  and  the  wife, 
bowed  under  the  yoke,- -if  their  new  mailers,  learned  their 
falhions,  and  gloried  in  their  lhame.  Their  examples  in¬ 
fluenced  the  vulgar ;  debauchery  became  modilh  and  au¬ 
thentic.  Thus  a  general  depravation  of  prilline  integrity 
took  place,  and  men  became  vicious  by  a  law. 

Neither  has  vvickednefs  planted  itfelf  only  in  Europe  ; 
the  fea  could  not  flop  this  boundlefs  evil.  Afia  is  infedl- 
ed  alfo,  and  the  vice  of  Italy  is  tranfported  to  the  em¬ 
pire  of  the  true  believers.  Thou  hall  feen  all  the  chief 
cities  between  the  Alps  and  Rhegium,  which  is  the  ut- 
moll  angle  of  Italy,  to  the  fouth  ;  tell  me  whether  So¬ 
dom  could  exceed  any  of  them  in  licentioufnefs  ;  we  will 
not  except  even  Rome  the  feat  of  the  Chrillians  mufti. 
Thefe  uncircumcifed  have  learned  of  thy  nation  to  call 
the  ancient  philofophers  infidels  ;  but,  had  any  of  thofe 
fages  lived  to  fee  the  abominations  of  the  modern  Naza- 
renes,  they  would  have  defpifed  the  faith  which  produ¬ 
ced  no  better  works. 

Adonai  put  in  pradlice  the  import  of  thy  name  ;  be 
lord  of  thyfelf,  and  if  thou  Itumblell  at  the  light  of  the 
muflulmans,  walk  in  that  of  Mofes,  but  fhun  the  paths 
of  the  Chrillians,  for  they  are  enveloped  in  darknefs  and 
grope  at  mid-day.  Live  according  to  reafon  and  thou 
lhalt  be  happy.  Adieu. 

Paris,  iSth  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1C4 6. 


XXIV. — To  Mu  staph  A,  Berber  Aga. 

Tk  e  prefent  war  of  Candy  is  like  to  render  that  iliand 
as  much  the  fubjecl  of  the  world’s  difeourfe,  as  it  was 
formerly  famous  for  being  the  cradle  of  Jupiter.  In 
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thofe  days  it  was  called  Crete,  much  celebrated  in  the 
writings  of  the  Greek  poets  ;  afterwards  it  became  a 
province  of  the  Roman  empire,  then  of  the  Grecians, 
next  it  fubmitted  to  the  Saracens.  But  in  the  time  of 
the  Chriftian  expeditions  in  Paleftine,  when  Baldwin  Earl 
of  Elanders  was  crowned  emperor  of  Conftantinople,  this 
ifland  came  into  his  polfeflion,  which  he  gave  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  valiant  commander  in  his  army,  a  man  of  a  noble 
defcent,  of  whom  the  Venetians  purchafed  it,  and  in 
their  hands  it  has  continued  ever  fince.  But  now,  in  all 
probability,  it  will  be  the  prize  of  thofe  arms  which  no¬ 
thing  fublunary  can  refill. 

The  polls  from  Italy  and  the  fea-coafts  of  this  king¬ 
dom  confirm  each  others  news ;  all  agreeing,  that  not- 
withllanding  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  Venetians  and 
Candiots  to  hinder  the  relief  of  Canea,  yet  our  general 
is  got  into  that  haven,  with  vail  quantities  of  provifions, 
and  a  fufficient  reinforcement  of  men.  They  add,  that 
forty  thoufand  of  our  foldiers  have  made  a  defcent  in 
another  part  of  the  ifland,  have  gained  the  forts  of  Cif- 
ternes,  Colmi,  and  Bicorno,  and  were  on  their  march  to¬ 
wards  Suda,  with  a  defign  to  befiege  that  place.  They 
accufe  our  general  of  barbarous  cruelty,  in  that  he  caufed 
five  of  the  principal  noblemen  of  that  kingdom  to  be 
put  to  death,  becaufe  they  refufed  to  betray  their  coun¬ 
try,  or  enter  into  the  interefts  of  the  Grand  Signior. 

I  mull  confefs,  magnificent  Aga,  that  whatever  may 
be  faid  in  commendation  of  this  general’s  policy  and  fide¬ 
lity  to  hi3  mailer,  it  is  no  argument  of  the  goodnefs  of 
his  difpofition.  I  rather  admire  the  temper  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  who,  when  Graveling  was  furrendered  to 
him,  juft  as  he  entered  the  town,  was  heard  to  fay  thefe 
words,  “  Let  us  endeavour,  by  generous  aftions,  to  win 
the  hearts  of  all  men,  fo  may  we  hope  for  a  daily  vic- 
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tor)'.  Let  the  French  learn  from  me  this  new  way  of 
conqueft,  to  fubdue  men  by  mercy  and  clemency.” 

Thefe  are  heroic  fentiments,  and  agree  well  with  the 
character  of  this  prince,  who  is  faid  never  to  have  been 
the  author  of  any  man’s  death,  nor  to  have  revenged 
himfelf  of  any  injury,  yet  a  valiant  foldier,  an  expert 
commander,  and  no  bad  politician. 

It  is  not  hid  from  the  court,  with  what  a  matchlefs 
virtue  he  diftniffed  a  gentleman  that  was  hired  to  murder 
him.  This  affaffin  was  buffered  to  pafs  into  the  duke’s 
bed-chamber  one  morning  early,  pretending  bufinefs  of 
great  moment  from  the  queen.  As  foon  as  the  duke  caff 
his  eyes  on  him,  he  fpoke  thus :  “  I  know  thy  bufinefs 
friend  ;  thou  art  fent  to  take  away  my  life  ;  what  hurt 
have  I  done  thee  ?  It  is  now  in  my  power,  with  a  word, 
to  have  thee  cut  in  pieces  before  my  face  ;  but  I  pardon 
thee,  go  thy  way,  and  fee  my  face  no  more.” 

The  gentleman,  ftung  with  his  own  guilt,  and  aftonilh- 
ed  at  the  excellent  nature  of  this  prince,  fell  on  his  knees, 
confeffed  his  defign,  and  who  employed  him  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  promifed  eternal  gratitude  for  this  royal  favour,  de¬ 
parted  without  any  other  notice  taken  of  him  ;  and  fear¬ 
ing  to  tarry  in  France,  entered  himfelf  into  the  fervice 
of  the  Spanifh  King.  It  was  his  fortune  afterwards  to 
encounter  the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  a  battle  in  Flanders. 
The  duke,  at  that  irritant,  was  oppreffed  with  a  crowd 
of  Germans  who  furrounded  him,  and  in  the  conflict  he 
loft  his  fword,  which  this  gentleman  perceiving,  nimbly 
ftepped  to  him,  and  delivered  one  into  the  duke’s  hands, 
faying  withal,  “  Now  reap  the  fruit  of  thy  former  cle¬ 
mency.  Thou  gaveft  me  my  life,  now  I  put  thee  into  a 
capacity  to  defend  thy  own.”  The  prince,  by  this  means, 
at  length  efcaped  the  danger  he  wa*  in  ;  and  that  day 
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the  fortune  of  war  was  on  his  fide.  The  French  had  a 
confiderable  vi&ory. 

Thou  feed;  by  this,  that  heroic  a&ions  have  fomething 
divine  in  them,  and  attraft  the  favours  of  heaven.  No 
man  ever  was  a  lofer  by  good  works  ;  for  though  he  be 
not  prefently  rewarded,  yet  in  trail  of  time  fome  happy 
emergency'  or  other  arifes  to  convince  him,  “  That  vir¬ 
tuous  men  are  the  darlings  of  providence.” 

Thou  that  art  near  the  perfon  of  the  Grand  Signior, 
mayeft  find  an  opportunity  to  relate  this  ftory  to  him, 
which  may  make  no  unprofitable  impreffion  on  his  mind. 
Princes  ever  Hand  in  need  of  faithful  monitors. 

Adieu,  great  miniflier,  and  favour  Mahmut  with  the 
continuance  of  thy  protection  and  friendlhip. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XXV. — To  Nassuf,  Bajfa  of  Nafolla. 

I  received  thy  letter  as  an  argument  of  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  that  friendlhip  which  was  between  us,  when  we 
lived  together  in  the  feraglio.  Since  that  time,  thou  and 
I  have  been  employed  abroad,  in  different  fervices  of  our 
augull  emperor,  who  has  now  rewarded  thy  fidelity  with 
a  command,  which,  if  it  be  not  adequate  to  thy  merit, 
is  neverthelefs  agreeable  to  thy  wilhes. 

I  congratulate  thy  honour,  and  wilh  thee  a  gradual  in- 
creafe  of  it ;  for  fudden  and  violent  leaps  are  dangerous. 
But  our  glorious  fultan  difeovers  his  abilities  in  nothing 
more  eminently,  than  in  adapting  places  of  truft  to  the 
deferts  and  capacities  of  his  faithful  Haves ;  fo  that  if  he 
fhould  in  time  think  fit  to  exalt  thee  to  the  higheft  dig¬ 
nity  in  the  Hate,  we  might,  from  the  choice  of  fo  wife 
a  prince,  prefage  thee  a  better  fortune  than  befel  one  of 
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thy  name,  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Achmet  III.  who  from 
a  (lave  fold  in  the  market  for  three  fequins,  was  advanced 
to  an  honour  too  weighty  for  his  virtue,  being  made 
Vifier  Azem,  and  lord  of  the  mofl  delicious  provinces  in 
Alia  ;  but  being  ambitious  of  abfolute  fovercignty,  he 
plotted  treafon  againfl  his  mailer,  which  being  difcover- 
ed,  the  fatal  firm  was  figned,  and  all  his  defigns  were 
Hided  with  a  bow-firing. 

By  this  thou  mayell  comprehend,  how  neceffary  it  is 
for  princes  not  to  overload  any  man  with  dignities  be¬ 
yond  the  proportion  of  his  humility  and  faithfulnefs.  Yet 
rewards  well  placed,  give  new  vigour  to  the  endeavours  of 
a  Have  ;  whereas,  when  good  fervices  are  flighted,  it  does 
but  quench  the  ardour  with  which  they  were  performed. 
Few  men  are  fo  fpiritual,  as  to  do  great  and  heroic 
things,  purely  for  the  fake  of  internal  complacency  ;  and 
I  doubt  not  but  the  Decii  themfelves,  in  fo  freely  facri- 
ficing  their  lives  for  their  country,  had  regard  to  human 
glory.  Even  Seneca,  whom  one  would  take  for  the  moll 
mortified  floic  of  that  age,  by  his  writings,  yet  is  con¬ 
ceived  to  have  found  more  encouragement  in  the  trea- 
fures  of  gold,  with  which  Nero’s  bounty  had  filled  his 
coffers,  than  in  all  his  morals,  of  which  he  had  fucli  re¬ 
fined  fentiments  and  elegant  expreflions. 

What  I  have  faid,  thou  hail  wifdom  enough  to  apply 
to  thyfelf,  without  being  vain-glorious :  Let  thofe  whom 
thou  employe!!  in  any  meritorious  fervices,  and  who  dif- 
charge  their  trull  well,  be  encouraged  with  the  fame 
proportions  of  bounty.  Munificence  will  not  only  add 
to  thy  glory,  but  alfo  advance  thy  interefl,  fince  thou 
wilt  ever  have  occafion  for  thy  Haves  ;  and  he  who  has 
once  tailed  thy  liberality,  as  a  reward  for  any  eminent 
performance,  had  he  no  other  motive  than  the  pleafure 
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of  renewing  fo  profitable  an  experiment,  will  freely  hazard 
his  life  to  ferve  thee  in  an  extremity. 

This  method  thou  wilt  find  of  no  fmall  ufe  to  thee  in 
the  wars  to  which  thou  art  going,  where  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  thee  to  recompenfe  the  lead  Angular  bravery 
of  the  meaned  foldier,  not  only  with  applaufe,  but  with 
fome  preferment  in  the  army.  This  will  not  only  prove 
a  fpur  to  others,  but  even  to  the  perfon  fo  rewarded,  and 
put  him  upon  new  efforts  of  courage,  to  attradl:  the  eyes 
of  his  munificent  general.  This  will  be  the  way  for  thee, 
in  time,  to  have  an  army  compofed  all  of  captains,  or 
men  qualified  for  fuch. 

Yet  let  not  this  diminilh  the  feverity  of  that  difcipline, 
which  is  requifite  to  retain  a  profperous  army  in  their 
obedience.  I  counfel  thee  to  be  dridd  in  requiring  the 
lead  military  duty,  and  indudrious  in  performing  thy 
own  part,  which  will  be  an  example  to  the  red  ;  yet  ra¬ 
ther  be  forward  to  lead  in  labours  than  in  dangers,  in  re¬ 
gard  thou  wilt  be  more  ferviceable  in  a  battle,  by  thy 
counfels  and  orders,  than  by  perfonally  entering  the  com¬ 
bat.  In  all  things,  prefer  the  welfare  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  to  whatfoever  elfe  is  mod  dear  to  thee,  even  to 
thy  own  honour,  which  yet  ought  to  be  dearer  to  thee 
than  thy  life. 

If  thou  thinked  I  have  taken  too  much  liberty  to  ad- 
vife  thee,  accufe  thyfelf  for  having  honoured  me  with,. 
thy  friendlhip,  which  admits  of  no  referves  in  converfa- 
tion. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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XXVI. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

It  is  a  vaft  difappointment  to  the  Venetians,  that  our 
general  in  Candy  has  fo  opportunely  revidlualled  Canea 
and  increafed  the  gamfori  there.  Morofini  is  blamed  for 
this  by  thofe  that  wifh  him  no  good.  What  will  not  envy 
fuggell,  when  it  beholds  a  man  on  the  top  of  honour  ? 
This  general,  to  give  an  enemy  his  due,  is  a  man  of  fpi- 
nt  and  true  fortitude  ;  neither  courting  nor  fhunning 
dangers  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  but  when  once  en¬ 
gaged  in  perils  for  that  caufe,  he  is  fearlefs  as  a  lion.  If 
he  has  not  hitherto  had  occafion  to  give  the  date  fo  def- 
perate  a  proof  of  his  loyalty,  as  once  did  the  Roman 
Curtius  (who  bravely  galloped  into  the  bottomlefs  chafm 
to  pacify  their  angry  gods),  yet  he  has  often  demon- 
drated,  that  his  courage  and  fidelity  come  not  fhort  of 
the  ancient  heroes.  In  a  word,  he  has  done  too  much 
for  the  republic  of  Venice,  to  efcape  the  fpleen  of  other 
grandees.  All  muil  be  generals,  or  the  war  will  not 
profper.  Each  man’s  ambition  dictates  this  to  the  date, 
that  a  man  of  conduct  would  foon  expel  the  Turks  out 
of  that  iflar.d  ;  thus,  in  his  conceit,  laying  a  train  for  his 
own  promotion. 

„  Woulded  thou  know  Morofini’s  crime,  that  excites  all 
this  paffion  ?  To  fpeak  the  truth,  it  was  an  overfight  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  Ottomans.  He  put  out  with  his  whole 
fleet  to  fea,  and  left  the  port  of  Canea  open,  by  which 
means,  three  of  our  fhips  got  in  with  plenty  of  provi- 
fions ;  fo  that  the  town  is  now  in  a  condition  to  fudain  a 
long  liege,  and  the  Venetians  dtfpair  of  ever  recovering 
it  ;  yet  Morofini  has  made  fo  plaufible  an  apology,  that 
the  fenate  have  acquitted  him,  not  judging  it  confident 
either  with  judice  or  their  intereft,  to  fuffer  one  mifcar- 
riage,  the  effedl  of  a  fair  intent'on,  to  outweigh  his  nu- 
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inerous  merits  and  fervices ;  for  the  occafion  of  his  thus 
fuddenly  abandoning  the  avenue  of  that  haven,  was  to 
chafe  fome  of  our  veffels  then  under  fail  not  many  leagues 
off ;  and  the  taking  of  thofe  veffels,  on  board  of  which 
were  abundance  of  Haves,  juftified  to  the  fenate  the  truth 
of  his  pretenfions.  However,  there  are  not  wanting  fuch 
as  fay,  he  held  a  private  correfpondence  with  our  gene¬ 
ral  ;  others,  that  the  prefent  governor  of  Canea  had  for¬ 
merly  taken  captive  at  fea  a  fon  of  Morofini’s,  whom  he 
now  offered  to  reftore,  in  cafe  he  would  withdraw  his 
fhips  from  before  the  haven  for  a  few  days.  I  know  not 
how  far  this  may  be  credited  ;  but  it  is  a  certain  truth 
that  Morofini  has  his  fon  again,  and  he  defended  himfelf 
by  pleading,  that  he  redeemed  him,  by  exchanging  a  Ma¬ 
hometan  captive  of  equal  quality,  whom  he  had  aboard 
his  fhip. 

And  thou  knowell,  that  this  manner  of  barter  is  law¬ 
ful  in  war.  Adonai  the  Jew  fends  me  this  intelligence, 
and  I  dare  believe  him  ;  for  fince  the  inftruftions  I  fent 
him  to  Genoa,  he  has  taken  care  to  afeertain  his  reports. 
I  wifh  it  were  as  true  that  Morofini  could  be  prevailed 
on  to  accept  the  friendlhips  of  the  Sublime  Porte  ;  but 
the  character  of  that  general  gives  me  no  encouragement 
to  hope  for  fo  fortunate  a  treachery  from  his  fevcrc 
virtue. 

However,  I  will  hope  and  believe,  that  the  eternal  pa¬ 
tron  of  true  believers,  will  give  fuch  a  happy  iffue  to  the 
Ottoman  arms  in  Candy,  and  all  other  parts,  as  {hall  dif- 
pofe  the  Nazarenes  that  remain  unconquered,  to  honour 
HIM  whom  they  have  hitherto  defpifed  and  blafphemed, 
even  the  prophet,  who  could  neither  write  nor  read. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


So 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vo!.  III. 


XXVII. — To  Cara  Hali,  a  Phyjician,  a: ' Conjlantlnople. 

Thh  time  of  year  is  now  come,  wherein  the  earth 
turns  her  infide  out,  and  nature  calls  forth  the  hidden 
virtues  of  that  element,  to  grace  the  world  with  an  in¬ 
finite  variety  of  pleafant  forms  and  colours.  The  eye  is 
loft  in  fuch  a  crowd  of  different  beauties,  and  every  fenfe 
is  ravilhed  with  delightful  objedfs.  The  young  men  and 
virgins  throng  the  fields,  to  behold  the  refurredlion  of 
flowers  and  herbs  ;  and  the  old  feel  new  vigour  fpringing 
in  their  bodies,  as  though  they  had  been  in  Medea’s  caul¬ 
dron.  Even  Mahmut  himfelf,  who  has  drooped  all  the 
winter,  now  begins  to  lift  up  his  head,  and  partake  in  the 
common  reftauration  of  all  things. 

If  I  am  capable  of  gueffing  at  the  occafion  of  my  fre¬ 
quent  ficknefs,  I  believe  it  may  in  part  be  attributed  to 
the  want  of  frefir  air  in  the  place  where  I  lodge.  There 
is  a  vaft  difference  between  the  llreets  of  Paris  and  thofe 
of  Conftantinople.  I  feem  to  myfelf  to  be  buried  alive 
in  this  clofe  city,  where  iny  chamber  window  affords  me 
no  farther  profpedl  than  I  can  fpit ;  whereas,  in  Conftan¬ 
tinople  the  gardens  are  fo  intermixed  with  houfes,  that  it 
looks  like  a  city  in  the  midft  of  a  foreft,  and  by  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  its  fituation,  is  always  refrelhed  with  breezes 
from  the  fea. 

Befides  the  impurity  of  thefe  infidels,  who  empty  all 
their  filth  in  the  ftreets,  fo  that  the  dirt  of  Paris  may  be 
fmelt  fome  miles  off,  the  uncleannefs  of  their  diet  contri¬ 
butes  in  no  fmall  meafure  to  my  diftemper,  being  forced 
either  to  feed  on  flelh  with  the  blood  in  it,  of  live  on 
herbs.  They  laugh  at  the  nicenefs  of  the  muffulmans, 
who  will  eat  no  meat  that  was  knocked  down  or  ftran- 
gled.  They  feem  to  be  greedy  of  blood,  faving  it  in  vef- 
fels,  and,  mixing  it  with  flour  of  wheat,  make  a  certain 
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bread  thereof,  which  they  devour  without  the  lead 
fqueamiihuefs.  A  true  believer  would  tremble  at  the 
light  of  fuch  impiety.  I  tell  thee  it  is  impoffible  to  live 
among  them,  and  not  be  polluted  :  They  have  no  me¬ 
thods  of  purification  ;  they  wallow  and  hug  themfelve6 
in  their  uncleannefs  j  they  are  worfe  than  the  beafts. 

Now  the  fpring  has  provided  a  new  banquet,  wherein 
there  is  no  impurity,  I  am  refolved  to  live  like  a  mufful- 
man,  and  conform  to  the  precepts  of  our  holy  Lawgiver, 
who,  when  he  beholds  my  zeal  and  abftinence,  will  fend 
the  angel  of  health  from  his  paradife  to  repair  my  decay¬ 
ed  conftitution. 

The  French  philofophers  are  bufied  in  an  inquifition 
after  certain  kinds  of  birds,  which,  from  the  fecond  day 
of  this  moon,  they  fay  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  though  the  woods  and  fields  were  full  of  them 
during  the  winter.  Some  are  of  opinion,  that  they  fly 
to  the  moon  ;  aflerting,  that  if  their  wings  will  but  car¬ 
ry  them  beyond  the  magnetic  force  of  the  earth,  it  will 
be  no  pain  to  glide  through  the  upper  aiiy  region  till 
they  arrive  within  the  attractive  energy  of  that  planet, 
where  they  will  naturally  feek  reft.  Others,  with  more 
probability,  fay,  that  thefe  birds  take  their  flight  to  fome 
other  region  on  earth,  whofe  climate  is  more  agreeable  to 
their  nature,  at  this  time  of  year. 

I  wifh  I  could  as  eafily  once  a-year  take  my  flight  to 
Conftantir.ople,  where  my  heart  is  winter  and  fummer. 
Adieu,  dear  Hali,  and  pity  Mahmut,  who  counts  himfelf 
unhappy  in  nothing  fo  much  as  in  being  abfent  from  his 
friends. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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XXVIII— To  t  he  Tefterdar,  or  Lord-Treafurer. 

It  appears  that  France  has  feme  extraordinary  defign 
by  fea.  When  and  where  it  will  be  put  in  execution  is 
not  yet  known  ;  but  the  vaft  preparations  that  are  mak¬ 
ing,  feem  to  threaten  fome  foreign  invafion  rather  than  a 
naval  combat :  It  looks  as  if  they  had  an  expedition  in 
hand  greater  than  that  of  Xerxes,  to  make  a  bridge 
over  the  ocean,  and  join  the  feparated  parts  of  the  world 
together.  New  arfenals  are  built  in  feveral  maritime 
towns,  and  all  the  forefts  are  cut  down  to  fill  them  with 
timber  for  fhips  of  war  ;  the  mountains  are  left  naked  of 
trees,  and  the  {lately  woods  are  tranfplanted  into  the  ha¬ 
vens.  An  infinite  number  of  men  are  employed  in  mak¬ 
ing  cordage,  chains,  bullets,  anchors,  ordnance,  and  all 
other  neceffaries  belonging  to  a  navy\ 

This  is  Cardinal  Mazarini’s  project,  under  pretence  of 
fetting  the  poor  of  the  kingdom  at  work,  and  difburden- 
ing  the  commonwealth  of  vagabonds  and  idle  perfons. — 
But  Mahmut  is  not  placed  here  to  be  amufed  with  ftate- 
umbrages.  It  is  evident  that  this  minifter  defigns  to 
render  his  mailer  formidable  on  both  elements.  Agents 
are  fent  to  buy  fhips  in  all  parts ;  and  the  very  peafants 
are  forced  from  the  vineyards  and  fields  to  man  the  great- 
eft  fleet  that  ever  this  kingdom  fitted  out  to  fea. 

Laft  moon  the  Sieur  de  Quefne  was  fent  to  afiift  Mon- 
fieur  Chanut  in  purchafing  veffels  in  Swedelana.  It  feems 
there  had  been  fome  demurs  in  his  negotiation  ;  to  re¬ 
move  which  this  latter  was  fent  with  freflr  inftrudlions. — 
But  Monfieur  Chanut  rejected  him  ;  and  ten  days  ago 
came  an  exprefs  from  that  minifter,  defiring  that  a  more 
intelligent  colleague  might  be  fent  him,  in  regard  he 
found  it  difficult  to  treat  fuccefsfully  with  a  people  too 
much  elated  with  continual  victories. 
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Upon  this  the  court  have  fent  a  courier  to  Stockholm, 
with  new  orders,  whereby  he  is  forbid  to  make  any  far¬ 
ther  overtures,  in  order  to  the  continuance  of  the  league 
between  thofe  two  crowns  ;  that  France  may  not  always 
appear  in  a  fuppliant  pofture,  whilft  the  Swedes  feem 
carelefs  to  conferee  a  friendfnip  which  they  themfelves  firft 
coveted. 

Thefe  mifunderftandings  may  in  a  Ihort  time  proceed 
to  a  greater  alienation,  and  in  the  end  to  an  open  rup¬ 
ture  ;  which  has  the  more  probability,  in  that  General 
Koningfmark  lately  flopped  feme  French  troops  in  their 
march,  under  pretence  of  feeing  their  paflports,  but  real¬ 
ly,  as  it  is  thought,  to  corrupt  the  foldiers,  and  withdraw 
them  from  the  fidelity  they  owe  their  fovereign. 

This  is  highly  refented  here  ;  and  they  begin  to  dif- 
courfe  of  making  peace  with  Germany. 

What  the  iiTue  of  thefe  tilings  will  be  is  yet  in  the 
dark  ;  but  God,  from  whofe  throne  hangs  the  chain  of 
deftiny,  which  reaches  to  the  centre  of  the  earth,  will,  I 
hope,  fo  difpofc  of  all  human  events,  that  the  quarrels  of 
the  Nazarenes  fhall  minifter  occafion  to  the  Ofmans  to 
increafe  the  territories  of  our  puiflant  emperor. 

Paris,  lit  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XXIX. — To  Nathan-  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

I  cannot  but  highly  applaud  the  refolution  thou  haft 
taken,  as  thy  letter  intimates,  to  inquire  into  the  grounds 
of  the  religion  thou  art  of.  This  ftiows  that  thou  fet- 
teft  a  value  on  thy  reafon,  and  thinkeft  thyfelf  beyond 
the  pupillage  of  a  child  ;  that  thou  efteemeft  thyfelf  of 
years  to  make  a  choice  of  thy  religion,  and  not  to  take 
it  upon  the  bare  credit  of  thy  forefathers.  It  is  certain, 
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that  error  may  be  traditional  as  well  as  truth  ;  and  the 
Pagan  idolaters  pleaded  a  greater  antiquity  for  the  altars 
of  their  gods,  than  could  the  followers  of  Mofes  for  the 
temple  of  Jerufalem,  the  tabernacle  in  the  defart,  or  for 
the  promulgation  of  the  law  itfelf  on  Mount  Sinai  j 
iince  there  was  fcarce  a  region  on  the  continent  which 
had  not  eftablifhed  rites  and  ceremonies  of  worlhip  long 
before  Mofes,  or  even  Jacob,  the  great  father  of  the 
Ifraelites,  were  born. 

Among!!  the  reft  of  the  nations,  Arabia,  my  native 
country,  was  peculiarly  bleffed  with  the  footfteps  of  the 
illuftrious  Ibrahim,  grandfather  to  Ifrael,  from  whom  the 
Jews  defcend.  In  this  happy  country  that  renowned 
prophet  fojourned,  converfed  with  angels,  and,  with  the 
majefty  which  cannot  be  uttered,  he  preached  the  unity 
of  the  divine  effence,  converted  the  people  from  their 
idolatry,  built  an  oratory  at  Mecca,  and  was  taken  up  in¬ 
to  Paradife. 

Ifmaei,  his  eldeft  fon,  and  heir  of  his  father’s  fpirit,  as 
of  his  territories,  trod  in  the  footfteps  of  the  affumpt  of 
God.  He  brake  down  the  idols,  afferted  one  God,  the 
refurredlion,  the  day  of  judgment,  the  joys  of  paradife, 
and  the  torments  of  hell.  His  offspring  multiplied,  and 
peopled  all  the  eaft  ;  the  princes  of  this  holy  line  fubdued 
the  infidel  nations,  and  rooted  themfelves  in  the  raoft  fer¬ 
tile  regions  of  Afia,  profefiing  themfelves  muffulmans,  or 
true  believers.  Thus  paffed  the  light  of  God  from  the 
face  of  Ibrahim  to  his  pofterity,  by  fucceffive  generations, 
till  at  length  it  refted  on  the  face  of  Mahomet,  our  holy 
lawgiver,  and  was  increafed  with  admirable  fplendour  by 
the  frequent  vifits  of  the  angel  Gabriel.  He  took  the 
root  of  evil  out  of  the  prophet’s  heart,  brought  hip 
down  the  Alcoran  from  Heaven,  and  gave  him  vidlory 
and  honour ;  called  him  by  a  new  name,  THE  SEAL 
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OF  THE  PROPHETS  ;  carried  him  to  the  throne 
of  God,  through  legions  of  devils  that  waited  below 
the  moon  to  deftroy  him;  and  finally,  made  his  fepulchre 
glorious,  and  reforted  to  by  the  believers  of  all  nations 
on  the  earth. 

I  fend  thee  this  abftradt  of  the  muffulman  hiftory,  to 
the  end  thou  mayeft  fee  what  pretenfions  the  children  of 
Ifmael  have  to  the  true  law,  which  you  of  the  pofterity 
of  Ifaac  would  monopolize  to  yourfelves  ;  as  if  God 
had  not  fent  prophets  to  all  nations,  to  lead  them  into 
the  right  way,  and  not  into  the  way  of  infidels.  Never- 
thelefs,  take  not  thefe  things  on  my  credit,  but  examine 
the  records  of  thy  own  nation,  and  the  hiftory  of  paft 
times.  Weigh  all  things  in  the  balance  ;  confult  thy 
reafon,  which  is  an  indencient  light  to  thofe  who  follow 
it.  Your  law  was  once  pure  and  uncorrupted  ;  but  in 
time  the  devil  inferted  many  errors:  He  feduced  your  fa¬ 
thers  ;  they  returned  upon  their  fteps,  and  fell  back  into 
idolatry.  Then  God  raifed  up  the  Mefiias,  to  reform  all 
things  ;  but  Him  ye  rejected  ;  and  when  he  was  taken  up 
into  paradife,  ye  reported,  “  That  he  was  hanged  on  a 
tree.’'  In  this  the  Nazarenes  are  your  fools,  and  fight 
againft  themfelves  ;  whilft  they  affert,  as  you  do,  that  he 
who  is  immortal  and  triumphant  among  the  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thouiand  prophets,  “  was  crucified  between 
two  thieves thus  bringing  a  reproach  on  the  apoftle  of 
God,  and  on  their  own  faith,  in  believing  things  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  goodnefs  and  power  of  the  divine  raa- 
jefty.  Without  doubt,  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  is  a- 
feended  body  and  foul  into  paradife ;  wdio,  whilft  he  was 
on  earth,  faid,  “  Worfnip  one  God,  your  Lord  and  mine.” 

Let  me  not  feem  importunate  or  troublefome.  I  feek 
not  to  circumvent  thy  reafon,  but  to  direft  it.  Think 
feven  times  before  thou  change  once.  I  will  procure  the 
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books  of  our  law  ;  perufe  them  with  judgment,  and  tell 
me  then,  whether  thou  haft  ever  feen  any  writing  com¬ 
parable  to  the  Alcoran  :  The  majefty  of  the  ftyle  (peaks 
it  above  human  original ;  it  is  exempt  from  contradic¬ 
tion  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  it  confirms  the  Old 
Teftament,  which  thou  believeft ;  it  is  all  over  clothed 
with  light  ;  doubtlefs  it  is  no  other  than  a  tranfcript  of 
the  book  written  in  Heaven. 

If  after  all  thy  fearch  thou  fhalt  determine  otherwife, 
follow  thou  thy  law,  and  I  will  follow  mine.  We  both 
vvorfhip  one  God,  Lord  of  the  univerfe. 

Faris,  roth  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XXX.— To  the  fame. 

Let  not  the  fear  of  difpleafing  thofe  of  thy  nation  hin¬ 
der  thee  from  embracing  the  truth.  God  (nail  pioteft 
thee  from  the  malice  of  unbelievers.  Thy  intereft  is  al¬ 
ready  great  among  the  muffulmans ;  our  auguft  emperor 
will  augment  both  that  and  thy  honour.  Take  hold  of 
the  ftrongeft  knot,  and  adhere  not  to  Tagot.  The  clean- 
linefs  and  delicacy  of  the  muffulmans  may  invite  thee, 
which  far  exceeds  that  of  the  Jews,  and  yet  is  void  of 
fuperftition  :  We  only  obey  the  fincere  diftates  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  teach  us,  that  fo  long  as  the  foul  dwells  in 
this  manfion  of  flefh,  it  partakes  of  bodily  pollutions.  It 
is  to  avoid  thefe  we  abftain  from  certain  meats  and  drinks, 
which  cannot  be  touched  without  contamination.  To 
this  end,  do  we  obferve  that  fuperlative  nicenefs  in  our 
waihings  and  purifications,  which  diferiminates  us  from 
all  the  world  befide.  Doubtlefs,  our  law  is  but  the  law 
of  Mofes,  refined  and  fublimated  from  the  dregs  of  ad¬ 
ventitious  error. 
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Write  often  to  me,  and  whatever  reafons  may  prevail 
on  thee  not  to  change  thy  religion,  let  no  arguments 
tempt  thee  to  fwerve  from  thy  fidelity  to  the  fovereigti  of 
fovereigns  on  earth,  the  Grand  Signior,  in  whofe  veins 
runs  the  moft  exalted  blood  of  the  human  race. 

Here  is  a  report  in  this  city,  that  the  Eledlor  of  Bran¬ 
denburg  will  demand  the  Queen  of  Sweden  in  marriage. 
Let  me  know  if  it  be  true,  that  I  may  inform  the  mini- 
fters  of  the  lofty  Porte,  from  whom  nothing  ought  to 
be  concealed  that  occurs  of  moment  betwixt  the  two 
Poles. 

Inform  me  alfo  what  paffes  remarkable  in  the  alfembly 
of  the  deputies  at  Muniler,  and  whether  it  be  true,  that 
the  Danube  has  lately  overflowed  its  banks,  and  carried 
away  four  hundred  houfes  in  its  rapid  courfe. 

Such  ftories  are  told  here,  by  thofe  who  know  not  how' 
to  pafs  away  their  time,  but  in  hearkening  after  foreign 
news,  to  fumifh  themfelves  with  matter  to  amufe  the  cre¬ 
dulous,  and  beget  admiration  of  their  intelligence. 

I  have  fent  thee  a  watch  of  my  making  ;  if  thou  ac- 
cepteft  it  with  good  will,  it  is  a  fufficient  acknowledg¬ 
ment. 

May  God,  whofe  prefence  fills  the  univerfe,  difclofe 
himfelf  to  thee,  in  the  way  of  falvation,  and  continue  to 
breathe  good  motions  into  thy  foul, 

Paris,  10th  of  the  5  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XXXI. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Adonai  the  Jew  has  much  improved  himfelf  in  his  late 
progrefs  through  Italy.  He  is  grown  a  perfect  ftatef- 
man,  having  found  out  the  way  to  penetrate  into  fecrets, 
and  to  difpalch  bufmefs  without  any  noife.  He  may 
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prove  very  ferviceable  at  Venice,  during  the  prefent  war 
of  Candy.  His  acquaintance  in  that  city  gives  him  ac- 
cefs  to  the  cabals  of  the  fenators,  who  fpare  not,  over 
their  wine,  to  whifper  the  counfels  of  the  ftate,  and  to 
defcant  upon  the  ineafures  that  are  taken  to  defend  the 
republic  againil  the  invincible  prowefs  of  the  Ottoman 
armies. 

It  is  publicly  known,  that  they  have  fent  ambaffadors 
to  the  crown  of  Mafcovy,  that  of  Poland  and  to  the 
Coffacs,  inviting  them  to  enter  into  a  league  againil  the 
Grand  Signior.  But  few  are  acquainted  with  the  pri¬ 
vate  treaty  they  are  making  with  the  baffa  of  Aleppo, 
We  owe  this  difcovery  to  the  diligence  and  wit  of  this 
fon  of  Iirael.  He  has  drawn  the  fecret  from  the  mouths 
of  feveral  eminent  counfellors  of  ftate  ;  and  affures  me, 
that  the  lenate  have  made  fuch  propofals  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  as  cannot  fail  of  inducing  him  to  revolt. 

This  may  prove  of  ill  confequence,  if  not  timely  pre¬ 
vented  ;  the  pernicious  example  of  this  baffa,  may  in¬ 
cite  others  to  tread  in  his  ftepsy  efpecially  his  neighbours 
of  Sidon  and  Damafcus,  who  have  for  a  long  time  me¬ 
ditated  a  fovereignty,  independent  of  the  throne  which 
firft  eftabiiihed  them  in  thofe  charges.  Beftdes,  the  fingle 
forces  of  this  baffa  will  be  able  to  give  a  powerful  diver- 
fion  to  the  arms  of  the  empire  already  engaged  in  Candy, 
Dalmatia,  and  other  parts,  by  fea  and  land-  He  fays, 
the  Venetians  fpeak  much  in  praife  of  this  baffa’s  juftice, 
whereof  they  relate  many  examples ;  among  the  reft,  a 
certain  cook  among  the  Franks  of  that  city,  was  accufed 
of  duelling  and  felling  putrified  flelh,  whereby  many  that 
eat  thereof  were  infe&ed  with  the  plague.  Complaint 
being  made  of  this  to  the  baffa,  he  fends  for  the  cook 
and  examines  him  about  it ;  he  replied,  that  he  fold  none 
but  good  and  wholefome  meat,  for  if  it  happened,  that 
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at  any  time  he  was  forced  to  keep  any  flefh  in  his  hqufe 
above  three  days,  he  fo  feafoned  it  with  fpices  and  herbs, 
as  made  it  very  favoury,  and  without  any  ill  fcent. 

The  bnffa  not  having  patience  to  hear  any  more  of  this 
fetid  apology,  commanded  his  arms  and  legs  to  be  cut 
off,  and  the  veins  to  be  feared  up ;  ordering,  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  fhort  time  he  had  to  live,  he  fhould  have  no  other 
food  but  what  was  made  of  his  own  limbs. 

They  relate  one  more  paflage,  of  a  complaint  that 
was  made  by  a  peafant,  whole  daughter  this  baffa’s  only 
fon  had  ravifhed.  The  baffa  compelled  him  to  marry  her, 
with  this  charge,  “  Let  me  hear  no  more  complaints  of 
thee,  unlefs  thou  art  refolved  to  leave  me  without  a 
fon.” 

It  is  reported  here,  that  the  King  of  Perfia  has  made 
a  peace  with  the  Great  Mogul,  and  that  they  will  both 
turn  their  forces  again!!  our  auguft  emperor. 

Here  is  alfo  a  courier  arrived  from  Marfeilles,  who 
brings  news  of  the  revolt  of  Cavarra  ;  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place  having  fhaken  off  the  obedience  they  owe  to 
the  fultan,  and  put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of 
the  Venetians ;  and  that  General  Grimani  has  taken  four 
Ihips  of  Ragufa,  laden  with  ammunition  for  our  army. 
He  adds  alfo,  that  Morofini  has  thirty  fmall  veffels,  be- 
fides  galleys,  under  the  very  walls  of  the  Dardanelles.  I 
long  ago  fuggefted  to  the  Vifier  Azem,  that  the  weak- 
nefs  of  thefe  cailles  would  one  time  or  other  encourage 
the  Chriftians  to  perform  fome  notable  exploit  in  the 
Hellefpont.  But  Mahmut’s  counfel  was  not  regarded. 
Now  the  event  juflifies  my  advice,  the  Porte  will  confult 
the  fecurity  of  that  avenue.  I  wifh  they  do  not  prac¬ 
tice  the  Trojan  wifdom.  The  Venetians  have  a  power, 
ful  fleet :  If  they  block  up  the  Hellefpont,  and  hinder 
our  fhips  from  failing  into  the  Archipelago,  and  the 
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Coffacs,  in  the  mean  while,  cover  the  Black  Sea  with 
their  barks,  committing  a  thoufand  piracies  and  ravages, 
what  will  become  of  the  imperial  city  ?  Whence  will  they 
provide  fuftenance  for  fo  many  millions  of  people  as  in¬ 
habit  that  city,  and  the  parts  adjacent  ? 

Thefe  things  are  worthy  of  confideration ;  and  thou 
who  haft  the  care  of  that  capital  feat  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  wilt  not  blame  Mahmut  for  putting  thee  in  mind 
of  the  danger  which  threatens  even  the  feraglio  itfeif  at 
this  junflure.  However,  I  have  done  my  duty,  fage  mi- 
nifter,  and  refer  the  reft  to  thy  wifdom.  My  letters  are 
all  regiftered  ;  and  if  affairs  fhould  fucceed  ill,  it  will  be 
mar.ifefted,  that  Mahmut,  who  watches  night  and  day  to 
ferve  the  great  mafter  of  the  world,  has  not  been  want¬ 
ing  to  give  timely  notice  of  what  might  be  advantageous 
to  the  monarchy  of  the  true  faithful. 

Thou,  who  art  celebrated  for  thy  juftice  and  probity, 
pardon  the  liberty  which  my  zeal  for  thy  mafter  and 
mine  renders  worthy  of  excufe. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  jth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


BOOK  II. 

LETTER  I. — To  the  mojl  Magnificent  and  Illujlrtom 
Visier.  Azem,  at  the  Porte. 

Os  min  the  dwarf,  whom  I  formerly  mentioned,  re¬ 
mains  ftill  in  the  court,  and  continues  his  good  offices  in 
communicating  to  me  fuch  paffages  as  come  to  his  know¬ 
ledge.  He  has  a  fubtle  wit,  and  bears  no  hearty  love  to 
the  Chriftians,  though  he  be  one  himfelf  in  profeffion. 
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He  frequently  vifits  me,  and  trufts  me  with  his  fecrets. 
One  day  he  convinced  me  by  evident  circumftances,  that 
Cardinal  Mazarini  was  projecting  to  give  fome  fccret  and 
fudden  blow  to  the  Ottoman  empire,  for  which  Ofmin 
feems  to  be  concerned  by  a  natural  inclination,  being,  as 
I  told  thee,  born  of  Mahometan  parents  ;  he  was  uneafy, 
till  he  had  acquainted  me  with  his  apprehenfions  ;  and  I 
gave  him  fuch  inftruCtions  as  I  thought  rnoft  proper  on 
this  occafion.  I  fet  my  thoughts  on  the  rack,  to  pre¬ 
vent  fo  dire  a  mifchief ;  and  having  premeditated  well  on 
this  affair,  I  pitched  on  a  courfe  which  wmuld  at  once 
clear  me  from  the  cardinal’s  fufpicion,  and  by  feeming 
to  favour  his  defigns,  would  abfolutely  overthrow  them. 
I  went  to  him  boldly  one  day,  and  being  admitted  to  his 
clofet,  I  thus  addreffed  that  politician  : 

“  There  are  now  nine  years  elapfed,  great  minifter, 
fince  I  firff  breathed  the  air  of  France,  during  all  which 
time  I  have  not  only  flrared  in  common  with  the  natives, 
the  benefits  which  have  accrued  to  this  noble  kingdom, 
under  the  aufpicious  miniftry  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  and 
his  no  lefs  eminent  fucceffor,  but  have  alfo  received  many 
particular  honours  from  that  illuftrious  prince  of  the 
church,  to  which  your  eminence  has  been  pleafed  to 
make  fome  undeferved  additions.  It  is  to  you  both  I 
owe  the  character  which  has  introduced  me  into  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  favour  of  the  nobility,  who  on  that  fcore 
have  thought  me  worthy  to  initruCt  their  children  in  the 
Greek  and  Arabic  tongues,  have  vouchfafed  to  admit  me 
to  their  fait,  and  to  encourage  me  with  the  hopes  of  find¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  repofe  in  the  bofom  of  the  Gallican 
church,  after  a  tedious  peregrination  from  my  own 
country. 

“  When  I  reflect  on  all  the  accumulated  bleffing*  I 
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enjoy,  under  the  protection  of  your  eminence,  bleffings 
equally  tranfcending  my  ambition  as  they  do  my  merits, 
I  apply  all  my  ftudies,  to  find  out  fome  acceptable  way 
of  acknowledgment  to  my  gracious  benefactor  :  And  be- 
eaufe  nothing  can  be  more  welcome  to  the  guardian  of 
France,  than  the  means  of  advancing  the  public  good  of 
the  kingdom  committed  to  his  care,  I  how  prefume,  as 
a  teftimony  of  my  gratitude,  to  propofe  to  your  emi¬ 
nence  fome  fpeculations,  which,  if  put  in  execution,  will, 
in  my  judgment,  not  only  render  France  the  moll  for¬ 
midable  and  abfolute  monarchy  on  earth,  but  alfo  the 
whole  Catholic  world  in  eternal  obligations  to  her,  and 
give  juft  reafon  to  change  the  ftyle  of  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  from  Eldeft  fon  of  the  Church,  to  that  of  Fa¬ 
ther  of  all  Chriftendom. 

“  Your  eminence  will  not  wonder  at  the  zeal  of  a 
ftranger,  or  the  care  that  Titus  of  Moldavia  takes  for 
France.  In  being  folicitous  for  this  kingdom,  I  confult 
the  welfare  of  my  own  country,  and  of  all  the  nations 
which  profefs  the  faith  of  Jefus ;  fince  it  is  eafy  to  fee, 
that  in  the  fate  of  France,  that  of  all  Europe  is  in¬ 
volved. 

“  It  is  a  long  time  fince  the  difmembered  relics  of  the 
Roman  empire  bordering  on  Afia  found  themfelves  too 
weak  to  refift  the  puifiance  of  the  Ottoman  arms.  All 
Greece  was  foon  overrun  by  the  warlike  Turks.  Tran- 
fylvania,  Wallachia,  Moldavia,  with  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Upper  Hungary,  quickly  became  tributaries  to  the 
inveterate  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  name  ;  and  Germany 
itfelf  is  fo  enfeebled  by  their  repeated  incurlions,  that  all 
the  emperor  can  do,  is  to  make  diihonourable  and  coftly 
compofitions,  buying  a  precarious  peace  with  little  lefs 
charges  than  would  ferve  fome  more  fortunate  prince  to 
carry  on  a  glorious  and  fuccefsful  war.  Neither  is  the 
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ftate  of  Venice  in  any  better  condition  of  defence,  the 
Turks  having  pared  away  whole  provinces  from  that  once 
flourilhing  commonwealth,  and  by  their  continual  inva- 
fions  and  hoftilities,  reduced  her  to  a  neceflity  of  mer- 
chandifing  with  the  Ottoman  Porte  for  peace,  which  is 
no  fooner  concluded,  but  on  the  leaft  pretence  is  broke 
again  by  thofe  who  hold  themfelves  not  obliged  to  keep 
faith  with  Chriftians.  Behold  at  this  time,  without  pro¬ 
vocation  on  the  part  of  Venice,  or  a  declaration  of  war 
by  the  Grand  Signior,  the  late  league  broken  on  a  fud- 
den,  and  in  a  moft  clandeftine  manner  :  Behold,  Candy 
environed  with  their  fleet  by  fea,  and  her  fertile  plains 
covered  with  armies  of  Mahometans  by  land.  Behold 
her  cities  in  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  and  her  villages 
laid  defolate,  her  nobles  put  to  the  fword,  and  her  mer¬ 
chants  led  into  captivity.  In  fine,  behold  this  affli&ed 
commonwealth  yet  ftruggling  with  her  fate,  and  fending 
her  ambaffadors  to  all  the  princes  and  ftates  of  Chriften- 
dom,  demanding,  or  rather,  in  a  fuppliant  manner,  im¬ 
ploring  their  afiiftance  ;  yet  fhe  finds  little  or  no  help 
from  any  but  the  Pope  and  the  knights  of  Malta  ;  and 
his  holinefs  has  enough  to  do  to  preferve  the  patrimony 
of  the  church  from  violence.  The  ftate  of  Genoa  is  too 
intent  upon  her  traffic,  to  regard  the  calamities  of  her 
neighbours ;  and  all  the  princes  of  Italy  have  fuch  di- 
verfions  at  home,  as  render  their  application  to  things 
abroad  very  cold  and  indifferent.  In  the  mean  while, 
the  Turks  gain  ground,  double  their  ftrength,  and  in- 
creafe  their  victories  !  O  deplorable  ftate  of  Chriftendom  ! 
Is  there  no  redrefs  for  thefe  miferies  ?  Yes,  furely  there 
is !  and  fuch  a  redrefs,  as  only  lies  in  your  power,  great 
minifter,  to  apply ;  which,  in  the  experiment,  I  dare  af- 
fure  will  prove  effedtual. 

“  I  do  not  pretend  to  the  vifions  and  infpirations  of 
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Peter  the  Hermit,  who  garbled  fecular  and  divine  offices, 
and  arming  himfelf  in  habiliments  of  Heel,  went  dragoon¬ 
ing  up  and  down  Chriftendom,  at  the  head  of  a  confufed 
rabble,  to  render  himfelf  popular,  and  acquire  the  triple 
charafter  of  pilgrim,  prieft,  and  captain.  The  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  hi3  ra(h  expeditions  (flowed,  that  he  was  only  (lung 
with  a  religious  caprice,  and  that  God  approved  not  his 
folly.  I  do  not  go  about  to  propofe  another  crufade,  or 
contrive  a  way  to  (hed  whole  deluges  of  human  blood, 
with  no  other  confequence,  than  to  (lain  hiftory  with  the 
fanguine  memoirs  of  Chriftendom’s  vanity  and  misfor¬ 
tune.  Befides,  that  would  be  found  impracticable,  in 
this  age,  which  was  eafy  to  put  in  execution  five  or  fix 
hundred  years  ago.  The  world  is  not  fo  devout  now,  as 
it  was  in  thofe  days ;  neither  are  men  fo  prompt  to  run 
the  rifle  of  their  lives  on  religious  errands,  for  the  honour 
of  being  efteemed  martyrs.  It  will  be  difficult  to  find 
out  a  new  lift  of  Godfreys,  Baldwins,  Guys,  and  other 
heroes,  t©  lead  the  champions  of  the  crofs  through  all 
the  hardfhips  of  fea  and  land,  fo  many  hundred  miles, 
into  remote  and  defolate  regions,  to  combat  not  only 
with  flefh  and  blood,  but  with  famine,  peftilence,  and  all 
the  miferies  of  human  life  ;  and,  as  if  this  were  not 
enough,  to  (heath  their  fwords  alfo  in  each  others  bowels, 
for  punClilios,  mere  trifles  of  miftaken  honour,  and  ill- 
timed  emulation  ;  and  all  this  only  to  purchafe  the  empty 
title  of  King  of  Jerufalem,  or  the  precarious  authority 
of  a  Grecian  emperor ;  both  fhort-lived  honours  ;  the  one 
to  be  loft  in  a  little  time,  with  all  Paleftine,  to  the  Sara¬ 
cens  ;  the  other  depending  only  on  the  pleafure  of  the 
multitude  !  Such  were  the  glorious  fruits  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  arms  in  thofe  days  !  Such  the  triumphs  attending 
our  vidories !  Thefe  the  trophies  which  our  fathers  e- 
retfted  to  their  own  difgrace  ;  when,  after  a  war  of  fo 
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many  years,  they  left  the  Holy  Land  in  a  worfe  con¬ 
dition  than  they  found  it  ;  and  of  fo  many  hundred 
thoufana  men  as  marched  thither,  threatening  the  utter 
fubverfion  of  the  Saracen  empire,  there  fcarce  returned 
enough  to  difperfe  the  news  of  their  own  overthrow. 

“  Waving  therefore  thefe  vifionary  rafli  expeditions, 
I  now  propofe  to  your  eminence  an  undertaking,  which, 
though  it  may  make  lefs  noife  in  the  world,  yet  carries 
more  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  will  not  only  promote 
the  intereft  of  France,  but  redound  to  the  advantage  of 
all  Europe. 

“  No  man  who  is  acquainted  with  hillory,  can  be  ig¬ 
norant  what  claims  the  Kings  of  France  have  made  to 
the  empire  of  the  well  fince  the  days  of  Charlemaigne, 
the  royal  predecelfor  of  his  prefent  majefty,  who  was  dig¬ 
nified  with  the  imperial  title  by  the  fovereign  bifhop. 
Neither  is  it  unknown,  by  what  artifices  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  have  procured  the  tranflation  of  this  facred  au¬ 
thority  to'their  own  family. 

“  Your  eminence  is  fenfible  by  what  tyrannous  and 
unjull  methods  they  have  maintained  themfelves  in  this 
highelt  pitch  of  human  glory  ;  and  not  content  with  this, 
how  they  have  afpired  after  the  monarchy  of  the  whole 
world.  All  the  north  have  groaned  under  the  burden  of 
their  infupportable  tyranny  ;  and  their  encroachments  on 
the  fouth,  have  rendered  that  line  little  lefs  infamous. 
They  fpare  neither  civil  nor  ecclefiallical  rights,  in  the 
purfuit  of  their  ambition,  not  even  the  patrimony  of  St. 
Peter,  which  has  ever  been  efteemed  facred  and  invio¬ 
lable  by  Chriltian  princes.  They  have  facked  Rome  it- 
felf,  and  led  the  fupreme  pallor  of  the  church  into  cap¬ 
tivity.  What  Ihould  I  fpeak  of  the  Hollanders,  Swit¬ 
zers,  Grifons,  and  other  nations,  which,  impatient  of 
the  Auftrian  yoke,  revolted  from  their  cruel  mailers,  and 


96 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  III. 


have  ever  fince  afierted  their  liberty  by  the  force  of  their 
arms  ?  What  fhould  I  mention  the  frequent  troubles  in 
Bohemia,  Tranfylvania,  and  Hungary,  when  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thofe  countries,  grown  defperate  with  their 
daily  oppreffions,  have  bravely  endeavoured  to  redeem 
themfelves  and  their  poflerity  from  perpetual  fervitude, 
but  for  want  of  a  powerful  proteclo'r,  have  been  forced 
to  yield  to  their  old  mailers  ?  That  incelluous  race  are 
grown  odious  to  the  whole  world  ;  even  the  princes  of 
the  empire  arc  forced  to  fmother  their  refentments,  when 
they  eletl  one  to  poffefs  the  imperial  diadem  whom  they 
cannot  but  hate. 

<£  That  therefore  which  I  aim  at  in  this  addrefs,  is, 
to  reprefent  to  your  eminence,  how  eafy  it  will  be  in  this 
juncture,  for  his  moll  Chriftian  majeily  to  recover  the 
imperial  crown,  which  of  right  belongs  to  none  but  tiie 
fuccellbrs  of  the  renowned  Charlemaigne  ;  and  which 
even  the  greatell  part  of  the  Germans  themfelves  wilh  to 
fee  placed  on  the  head  of  Lewis  XIV.  Moll  of  the  e- 
ledlors  are  already  inclining  to  the  interells  of  France  : 
It  will  not  be  difficult  to  win  the  reft.  The  Hunga¬ 
rians,  See.  long  for  a  deliverer  ;  and  the  other  provinces 
beyond  the  Danube,  will  freely  open  the  gates  of  their 
cities  to  let  in  his  armies,  whom  they  look  on  as  the  hope 
of  all  Chrillendom.  The  Helvetians,  who  are  allies  of 
this  crown,  will  not  fail  to  perform  their  part.  The 
Swedes  have  already  plucked  many  feathers  from  the 
ravenous  eagle  ;  and  the  forces  of  this  crown  have  blunt¬ 
ed  her  talons.  Another  campaign  will  quite  deplume 
her,  enervate  her  lafl  vigour,  and  end  the  tedious  con- 
troverfy. 

“  Let  not  therefore  an  untimely  peace  with  the  em¬ 
peror,  fo  much  talked  of,  flop  the  current  of  the  French 
triumphs !  Let  not  the  finifler  pra&iccs  of  German  pen- 
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fioners  in  the  Swedifh  court,  occafion  a  rupture  between 
two  the  moft  potent  and  vi&orious  crowns  in  Europe  ! 
Or  rather,  let  not  Queen  Chriftina  reap  the  foie  glory 
of  fo  fortunate  and  profitable  a  war  !  His  majefty  has  a 
formidable  army  by  land,  and  in  a  fhort  time  will  have 
an  invincible  fleet  by  fea.  Continual  viftories  court  the 
perfeverance  of  the  French  valour,  whilft  thejuftice  of 
your  caufe  invites  to  the  battle. 

“  All  things  confpire  to  put  a  period  to  the  Auftriaa 
grandeur.  Only  fnatch  the  prefent  opportunity,  which, 
once  loft,  may  never  be  recovered  again.  It  was  only 
the  fudden  and  unexpected  fate  of  Henry  IV.  this  king’s 
grandfather,  of  eternal  memory,  that  hindered  him  from 
putting  in  execution  the  fame  defign  I  now  propofe  ;  and 
if  Lewis  XIII.  did  not  profecute  it,  it  was  becaufe  he 
wanted  a  favourable  juncture.  Now,  behold  it  offers  it- 
felf ;  it  is  in  your  power,  fupreme  dire&or  of  the  ftate, 
under  his  majefty,  to  build  the  fortune  of  France  fo 
high,  that  all  the  nations  of  Chriftendom  may  repofc 
under  its  fhadow.  Purfue  the  fuccefs  which  Heaven  has 
already  granted  ;  and  when  all  Europe  is  thus  fettled  in 
a  durable  peace,  either  making  honourable  friendlhips 
with,  or  entirely  fubmitting  to  this  new  Gallic  empire, 
then  will  be  the  time  to  call  the  Ottomans  to  an  account, 
for  the  ravages  and  fpoils  they  have  committed  in  Chrif- 
tian  countries,  and  to  carry  our  arms  to  the  walls  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  drive  thefe  barbarians  back  to  their  pri¬ 
mitive  rocks  and  defarts,  from  whence  they  have  thus 
long  ftraggled,  to  ruin  the  moft  defirable  provinces  of  Afia 
and  Europe,  nay,  and  of  the  whole  world. 

“  There  is  no  other  way  but  this,  in  my  judgment,  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  the  Turkifh  vidories ;  fince  it  is  im- 
pollible  to  make  a  durable  peace  among  Chnftian  princes 
but  by  conqueft,  I  mean  fuch  a  peace  as  will  infpire  them 
Vo/.  III.  E 
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with  the  rcfolution,  and  put  them  into  a  capacity,  to 
unite  all  their  forces  in  a  war  againft  the  Mahometans. 
As  for  the  prefent  condition  of  the  republic,  if  thei-r 
lolTes  were  greater  than  they  are  like  to  be,  yet  they  will 
be  mconfiderable,  in  comparifon  of  the  mighty  gain 
which  will  afterwards  accrue,  not  only  to  them,  but  to 
all  the  Chriftian  nations,  by  advancing  the  French  crown 
to  that  height  of  grandeur  defigned  for  it  by  fate.  Hi¬ 
therto  the  Chriftian  princes  have  only  endeavoured  to  ap¬ 
ply  a  remedy  to  the  part  particularly  affedted  ;  from 
whence,  if  by  fortune  they  chafed  the  dirtemper,  it  foon 
brake  out  in  fome  other  member  ;  whence  it  came  to 
pafs  that  we  loft:  province  after  province,  and  the  Turks 
are  almoft  gotten  into  the  heart  of  Europe.  If  there¬ 
fore  we  delign  to  drive  them  thence,  .it  is  neceflary  to  fol¬ 
low  this  method,  which  will  be  found  the  only  way  to 
pluck  this  evil  up  by  the  roots. 

“  Go  on  then,  moft  prudent  and  illuftrious  guardian 
of  the  crown,  deftined  to  command  the  earth  :  Go  on, 
and  lift  up  our  great  mafter  to  the  wreath  with  which 
the  tutelar  angel  of  Europe  is  ready  to  environ  his  facred 
temples.  Let  not  the  German  deputies  at  Munfter  any 
longer  amufe  you  with  feigned  overtures  of  peace  ;  but 
purfue  the  propitious  fate  of  France,  which  waits  to  lead 
our  armies  to  victories,  triumphs,  and  glories,  and  to  efta- 
blilh  a  new  empire  in  the  world,  to  which  all  nations 
fhall  pay  homage,  and  fly  for  protedtion.” 

Tlrou  feed,  illuftrious  and  ferene  vifier,  that  I  have 
ufed  much  flattery  in  this  addrefs.  It  is  a  neceflary  vice 
in  the  court  of  France,  where  no  Diogenes  can  have  au¬ 
dience.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  I  ftiould  difeover,  by 
the  cardinal’s  anfwer,  what  his  fentiments  were  of  my 
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project.  He  is  of  a  deboifeir  humour,  and  will  rather 
feign  virtues  to  commend  in  another  man,  than  put  him 
to  the  blufli  by  mentioning  his  real  vices;  This  is  an  ef¬ 
fect  of  his  natural  difpofition,  which  he  is  wife  enough 
to  improve  to  the  ends  of  policy  ;  there  being  no  fubtiler 
artifice  to  gain  a  popular  efteem,  than  by  the  reputation 
of  a  generous  temper. 

However,  I  think  I  faid  nothing  that  could  juffly  of¬ 
fend  him,  unlefs  he  were  endued  with  the  incommunica¬ 
ble  gift  of  difeerning  hearts  ;  for  otherwise,  at  the  word, 
he  could  but  tax  me  with  a  loyal  prefumption  and  mif- 
take,  in  propofing  things  altogether  impra&icable. 

Thefe  were  fuch  as  thou  wilt  eafily  difeern,  when  thou 
confidcreft,  that  though  they  appear  fair  and  eafy  in  the 
attempt,  as  the  eircumftances  of  Europe  are  at  prefent, 
yet  the  revolution  of  a  few  moons  may  quite  change  the 
face  of  affairs  :  New  and  unthought-of  difficulties  may  a- 
rife  ;  the  emperor  may  make  a  peace  with  Swedeland, 
the  pope  might  interpofe  his  mediation  and  authority,  the 
affemhly  at  Munfter  might  have  a  conclufion  according 
to  their  vviffies,  the  electoral  princes  might  be  more  firm¬ 
ly  fattened  to  the  intereft  of  the  empire  ;  befides,  another 
campaign  may  prove  as  fatal  to  the  French,  as  the  for¬ 
mer  have  been  propitious.  After  all,  if  they  fliould  find 
encouragement  to  begin  this -enterprife,  and  ffiould  meet 
with  anfwerable  fuccefs  in  the  profecution  of  it,  yet  a 
thoufand  occurrences  would  emerge,  to  hinder  them  from 
enjoying  their  new  gotten  empire  long,  or  from  being 
able  to  maintain  a  war  againft  the  empire,  whofe  fubje&s 
are  infinite,  and  treafurcs  inexhauftible. 

Ii  thou,  who  art  the  light  of  the  Ofman  monarchy, 
fnalt  approve  of  what  I  have  done,  my  happinefs  will  be 
great  ;  neverthelefs  thy  reproofs  will  not  make  me  mifer- 
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able,  fince  they  are  arguments  of  thy  condefcenfion  and 
favour. 

Paris,  xoth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


II. — To  Ismael  Mouta  Faraca,  a  White  Eunuch. 

T  hy  letter  is  come  fafe  to  my  hands,  accompanied  with 
a  munificent  prefent  from  Egri  Boynou,  who  thou  telleft 
me  is  deprived  of  his  eyes  by  the  Grand  Signior’s  order. 
1  condole  the  calamity  of  my  friend,  yet  accufe  not  the 
juftice  of  him  who  is  mailer  of  us  all.  We  are  mufiul- 
mans,  and  muft  not  difpute  the  pleafure  of  Heaven,  or 
the  commands  of  our  fovereigns.  It  is  an  argument  of 
their  clemency,  when  they  retrench  their  anger,  and  fpare 
the  lives  of  their  {laves.  The  fultan  is  merciful  in  a  high¬ 
er  degree,  in  not  extending  his  hands  to  the  wealth  of 
our  friend,  but  has  left  that  and  his  liberty  untouched, 
whereby  he  is  ftill  in  a  capacity  of  enjoying  many  plea- 
fures,  which  are  denied  to  thoufands  who  have  their 
fight. 

I  do  not  write  this,  as  if  I  were  void  of  companion 
toward  my  friend.  I  owe  him  ftill  the  fame  affedlion,  as 
when  he  was  able  to  read  the  fincerity  of  it  in  my  face. 
But  I  would  not  have  the  lofs  of  his  eyes  abate  the  fight 
of  his  foul,  which  is  his  reafon.  Let  him  remember,  that 
a  famous  philofopher  has  done  that  voluntarily  to  him- 
felf,  for  the  fake  of  a  lefs  interrupted  contemplation, 
which  is  impofed  on  our  friend  as  a  punifhment.  There 
is  no  outward  difafter  can  hurt  the  optics  of  a  mind 
guarded  with  patience,  and  {hut  up  within  the  circles  of 
its  own  light.  Such  a  foul  is  impregnable  againft  all  the 
affaults  of  fortune,  and  triumphs  over  deftiny  itfelf. 

Befides,  our  beloved  eunuch  can  ftill  converfe  with  his 


Book  II. 


A  SPt  AT  PARIS. 


IOI 


friends,  which  is  a  privilege  the  deaf  would  almoft  give 
their  eyes  to  enjoy.  It  is  hard  to  determine  which  of 
thofe  two  fenfes  would  be  miffed  with  leait  regret,  efpe- 
cially  to  a  man,  who,  by  his  excellent  voice  and  fkill  in 
finging,  feems  to  be  the  very  foul  of  mufic. 

What  is  it  in  all  this  infinite  variety  of  vifible  objedls 
that  affedts  the  eye  with  fa  refined  a  pleafure,  but  the 
harmonious  difpofition  and  fymmetry  of  the  parts,  which 
compofe  the  whole  fcene  of  the  univerfe  ?  And  may  not 
that  pleafure  be  tranfiated  to  the  ear,  when  it  receives 
the  proportionate  meafures  and  exquifite  cadences  of 
founds?  Certainly  mufic  is  no  other  than  beauty  to  the 
ear,  as  beauty  is  mufic  to  the  eye. 

But  our  friend  Egri  needs  not  thefe  encouragements ; 
he  underftands  the  way  to  make  himfelf  happy,  and  has 
wifdom  enough  to  put  it  in  practice. 

The  Grand  Signior’s  fury  is  pacified.  Egri  lives  :  He 
has  houfes  and  gardens  ;  gardens  repleniihed  with  all 
manner  of  fruits  and  flowers  to  gratify  his  tafte  and  fmell : 
He  is  mafter  of  much  treafure  in  filver  and  gold,  and  of 
many  flaves.  If  all  thefe  cannot  contribute  to  his  feli¬ 
city,  he  is  mafter  of  himfelf,  which  is  effential  happi- 
nefs. 

Thou  who  fucceedeft  him  in  that  honourable  poft,  and 
guarded  the  avenue  of  the  majeftic  chamber,  where  the 
addreffes  and  fupplications  of  all  the  princes  of  the  earth 
are  made  at  the  feet  of  our  auguft  emperor,  watch  thy 
fenfes,  and  obey  thy  reafon.  Remember  thy  predeceffor’s 
fate,  and  forget  not  Mahmut:  But  above  all  things,  for^ 
get  not  thyfelf.  Adieu. 

Paris,  iflth  of  the  6  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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III. — To  Dgjjet  Oglou. 

I  am  extremely  furprifed,  and  equally  troubled,  at  the 
fevere  punithment  which  Sultan  Ibrahim  has  inflicted  on 
Egri  Boynou.  His  fucceffor,  Ifmael  Mouta  Faraca,  lent 
me  the  firft  news  of  it,  but  laid  nothing  of  the  eunuch’s 
crime.  Neither  would  I  requclt  that  fatisfadtion  of  a  man, 
who  derives  a  new  luftre  from  the  tragical  eclipfe  of  my 
friend,  left  my  love  fhould  have  betrayed  my  difcretion, 
and  tempted  me  to  utter  that  which  is  not  proper  for  a 
Have  of  the  Sultan’s  to  exprefs.  Our  thoughts  are  our 
own  whillt  we  keep  them  chained  up  in  our  breads ;  but 
if  once  we  fuffer  them  to  take  air  in  words,  they  become 
another  man’s,  who  may  make  ufe  of  them  to  our  ruin. 
I  never  had  familiarity  enough  with  Ifmael,  to  truft  him 
with  reflections  of  this  nature.  Befides,  his  own  letter 
to  me  difcovered  too  much  freedom  to  be  void  of  defign, 
it  being  the  firft  that  ever  puffed  between  us  ;  which  for 
that  reafon  ought  to  have  been  dictated  in  a  ftyle  more 
referved.  I  fet  him  a  pattern  in  my  anfwer,  not  letting 
a  word  efcape  my  pen,  which  might  fpeak  lefs  rcfignation 
to  the  will  of  our  matter,  than  tendcrnefs  for  my  friend’s 
fuffering. 

But  with  thee  I  dare  ufe  greater  freedom  :  My  long 
experience  of  thy  integrity  will  juflify  this  boldnefs. 
Tell  rne,  my  Dgnet,  was  it  not  the  blindnefs  of  Sultan 
Ibrahim’s  paffion,  which  has  robbed  Egri  of  his  fight  ? 
Anfwer  me  without  difguife,  Was  it  not  fome  caprice  of 
jealoufv  ?  Was  it  not  becaufe  the  matter  thought  he  fa-.v 
too  much,  that  the  fiave  fees  not  now  at  all?  If  that  fenfe 
was  not  judged  criminal  in  Egri,  why  was  it  in  particular 
puniihed  ?  But  it  is  in  vain  to  meafure  the  cruel  frolics  of 
a  fovereign  monarch  by  a  rule,  who  makes  his  will  a  law. 
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The  Chriilians  fay,  the  Ottoman  princes  are  butchers, 
and  the  whole  empire  fhambles,  where  perfons  of  all  de¬ 
grees  are  facrihced  to  the  lull  or  palfion  of  a  tyrant.  I 
tell  thee,  though  I  approve  not  the  licentious  tongues  of 
thefe  infidels,  yet  it  appears  too  true,  that  fo  uncontroul- 
able  a  power  as  the  Eaftern  monarchs  are1  nvefted  with, 
prompts  them  to  commit  many  violences,  for  which  juf- 
tice  can  make  no  plea.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the 
pradfiees  of  the  fublime  feraglio  did  not  too  often  verify 
it.  Suffer  me  to  be  exafperated  a  little  for  the  cruel  fen- 
tence  executed  on  my  friend,  the  mofl  accomplifhed  per- 
fan  within  the  walls  of  that  magnificent  palace.  Doubt- 
lefs,  he  owes  the  lofs  of  his  eyes  to  the  grudge  of  fome 
envious  minion,  who  would  not  brook  fo  dangerous  a  ri¬ 
val  in  the  fultan’s  favour ;  for  this  unfortunate  eunuch, 
who  charmed  all  hearts,  had  made  fome  impreffion  alfo 
on  the  cruel  Ibrahim’s.  He  often  loved  to  hear  him  fing 
the  lively  Doric  {trains  to  chafe  away  his  melancholy;  for 
Egri  is  a  fecond  Orpheus,  whofe, voice,  thou  knoweft, 
infpired  the  trees  and  rocks  with  paffion.  Befides,  he 
has  many  other  gifts,  which  rendered  his  perfon  and  con- 
verfation  deledtable  to  all,  and  taught  the  whole  feraglio 
new  leffons  of  Platonic  love. 

When  thou  haft  received  this,  I  defire  thee  to  give  him 
a  vifit.  Thou  knoweft  his  houfe  at  Galata.  Embrace 
him  in  my  name,  and  give  him  a  kifs  of  faithful  friend- 
ftiip.  Forget  not  alfo  to  return  him  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  diamonds  he  fent  me  ;  and  cheer  him  with  this 
thought,  that  one  day  his  eyes  (hall  be  renewed  in  para- 
dife,  far  brighter  than  thofe  glittering  jewels.  Adieu,- 

Paris,  rcth  of  the  6th  Moon  of  the  Year  164.5. 
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IV. —  To  Dichieu  Hussein,  Bnjfa. 

Xt  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  at  the  motive  which  induced  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  to  begin  this  year’s  campaign  in  fo  ri¬ 
gorous  a  feafon.  It  was  the  firft  moon,  and  the  ground 
was  covered  with  deep  fnows  (an  ill  time  to  march  in  an 
enemy’s  country)  ;  and  when  thefe  fnows  were  diffolved, 
floods  followed.  It  feems  as  if  he  were  thirfty  of  fame, 
and  would  acquire  the  charafter  of  a  hardy  warrior ;  re- 
folving  to  fhun  no  fatigue  which  might  advance  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  his  arms. 

The  Duke  of  Enguien,  fpurred  on  with  a  glorious  e- 
mulation,  foon  followed  with  another  army,  but  by  a  dif¬ 
ferent  road.  There  are  four  marefchals  of  France  gone 
with  them.  Thefe  early  marches  make  a  great  noife. — 
But  little  of  aftion  could  be  expe&ed,  while  the  wary 
Flemings,  knowing  the  panes  of  the  country,  and  the 
force  of  the  floods,  have  kept  their  winter-quarters, 
fpending  that  time  at  eafe,  in  preparing  all  things  necef- 
fary  for  a  more  feafonable  campaign,  which  they  have 
now  begun. 

In  this  the  Spanilh  policy  deferves  commendation, who 
would  not  expofe  the  health  and  lives  of  their  foldiers  to 
unneceffary  rigours,  but  waited  till  the  fun  had  well  dried 
up  the  unwholefome  damps  of  theearth,  and  ffiedding  his 
benigner  influence  through  the  air,  invited  them  forth 
into  the  field.  But  when  I  thus  approve  the  wifdom  of 
the  Spaniards,  think  not  that  I  condemn  the  fprightly 
genius  of  the  French,  who  feem  to  approach  neareft  the 
bravery  of  the  muffulman  armies. 

The  a£lion  of  a  French  officer  was  worthy  of  remark, 
who  being  fent  from  the  camp  with  letters  to  the  king 
and  queen,  arrived  at  the  court,  the  24th  day  of  the  fe- 
cond  moon,  whilft  the  ground  was  yet  frozen  hard.  Af- 
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ter  he  had  delivered  his  meffage,  the  chamberlain  of  the 
royal  houfehold  appointed  him  a  lodging  for  that  night 
in  the  king’s  palace,  he  being  to  return  to  Flanders  the 
next  day.  But  he  getiercufly  refufed  it,  faying,  “  It  be¬ 
came  not  him  to  lie  in  a  bed  of  down,  when  his  general, 
with  the  whole  army,  were  forced  to  fleep  on  the  frozen 
earth.  Therefore,  caufing  fome  ftraw  to  be  brought  out 
of  the  ftables,  he  took  his  repefe  thereon  in  the  open  air. 
The  young  king,  extremely  pleafed  with  his  gallan¬ 
try,  ordered  him  an  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans  as  one  of  the  brav- 
eft  men  in  his  army. 

I  fwear  by  the  whiffling  of  the  winds,  and  the  ruffling 
of  the  leaves,  that  I  honour  fuch  virtue  even  in  an  infi¬ 
del. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


V _ To  Kerker  Hassan,  Bajfa. 

i.  hy  letter  is  come  to  my  hands,  with  the  prefent  of 
kopha,  which  is  fo  much  the  more  acceptable,  becaufe 
thou  broughteft  it  thyfelf  from  the  valley  of  Admoim,  the 
place  of  my  nativity.  It  is  an  evident  fign  that  thou  haft; 
not  forgot  thy  countryman,  in  that  thou  condefcendeft  to. 
oblige  him  in  fo  pecu'iar  a  manner.  The  place  where 
we  drew  our  firft  breath  is  always  dear  to  mortals  ;  and 
the  remembrance  of  that  delicious  vale  affects  Mahmut 
with  Angular  delight.  It  is  true  indeed  I  was  brought 
from  thence  before  I  could  diftinguifh  one  place  from  an¬ 
other  ;  but  I  have  vifitea  that  region  fince,  and  have  rea- 
fon  to  pronounce,  it  the  moil  deledtablc  part  of  Arabia. 
Had  the  Grecian  poets  feen  that  paradife,  they  would 
not  have  fo  extolled  the  celebrated  fields  of  Tempe  in 
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:  belfaly.  i  his  happy  vale  is  the  elyfium  of  the  world, 
b’efied  with  an  eternal  fpring. 

1  hou  art  highly  obliged  to  the  fultan  for  the  liberty 
he  has  given  thee  to  vilit  the  place  of  thy  cradle,  and  to 
fojourn  fo  long  among  thy  kindred.  Thy  father  was  fa¬ 
mous  in  that  country  for  hunting  of  lions,  and  other 
beafts  of  prey.  I  have  heard  feme  of  our  tribe  praife 
iris  valour  and  dexterity  in  the  chace  of  thofe  fierce  ani¬ 
mals.  They  told  me,  that  in  the  fpace  of  two  years  he 
had  prefcnted  the  Beglerbeg  with  twenty  lions  heads 
killed  by  his  own  hand  ;  that  he  had  three  tame  ones  in 
his  houfe,  which  he  had  taken  when  whelps  from  a  lion- 
efs  of  prodigious  hulk ;  that  the  walls  of  his  houfe  were 
hung  with  the  {kins  of  tigers,  panthers  and  lions,  the 
trophies  of  his  indefatigable  diligence,  {kill,  and  courage, 
in  purfuit  cf  wild  beafts.  In  a  word,  they  faid  he  was 
the  moft\f.iccefsfu!  hunter  in  all  Arabia.  If  thou  inhe- 
riteft  his  inclinations  as  well  as  his  blood  (for  they  com- 
monlv  go  together),  thou  haft  had  a  fair  time  to  range 
the  forefts,  and  purge  the  defart  of  thofe  ravenous  crea¬ 
tures.  Were  it  not  for  the  enmity  of  the  gnats,  the  eaft 
would  be  overrun  with  thefe  lavages.  They  fay,  this 
little  defpicable  infect  defttoys  more  lions  than  all  the 
huntfmen  in  Afia  ;  for,  fwarming  about  them  in  the  heat 
cf  furnmer,  they  chiefty  fafteh  on  their  eye-lids,  which 
they  fting  fo  vehemently,  that  the  lions,  thinking  to  eafe 
thernfelves  by  fcratching,.  often  tear  their  own  eyes  out, 
and  fo  ve  famifhed. 

To  understand  well  the  different  natures  of  beafts,  is 
..  ftady  fit  for  kings.  Ic  was  the  glory  of  Solomon,  to 
be  accurate  in  this  knowledge;  and  Alexander  the  Great 
had  futh  an  efteem  for  it,  that  he  beftowed  on  Ariftotle 
the  philofopher  eight  hundred  talents,  only  for  writing  a 
treaiiif  of  animals.  Our  tloly  Prophet  was  eminent  a- 
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bove  all  ether  mortals,  for  his  familiarity  with  the  brutal 
generations,  underftanding  their  qualities  and  language, 
and  often  difeourfing  with  them.  When  he  lived  in  the 
defart,  a  libard  continually  waited  at  the  door  of  his 
eave,  and  did  all  the  offices  of  a  kind  and  faithful  fer» 
vant.  Such  grace  is  given  but  to  a  few. 

But  I  forget  my  own  opportunity  of  venting  my  af-- 
fedfions  to  my  country  and  my  friends.  I  forget  that  I- 
am  writing  to  one  who  is  newly  come  from  Arabia. 
Would  to  God  I  could  fee  thee,  were  it  but  for  an  hour. 
I  have  a  thousand  oueftions  to  alk  about  my  relations, 
and  what  changes  have  happened  fince  I  was  there. 

But  I  muff  (ucrifice  tliefe  natural  fondneffes  to  the  will 
of  deftiny.  1  am  a  double  exile  ;  and  fmee  it  is  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Grand  Signior,  I  am  refigned. 

Adieu,  happy  miniffer ;  and  if  Mahmut  may  "be  ad¬ 
mitted  fometimes  to  mingle  with  the  train  of  thy  better 
thoughts,  he  (hall  count  himfelf  happy  wherever  he  is. 

Paris,  2d.of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


VI. — To  Hussein,  Baja.- 

i-  he  taking  of  Rctimo  in  Candy,  has  filled  the  Na* 
zarenes  with  apprehenfions  of  greater  calamities. 

The  firft  fortunate  ftrokes  in  a  war,  make  deep  irn- 
preffions  on  the  enemy,  the  vulgar  looking  on  them  a» 
the  index  of  their  future  deftiny.  But  repeated  fucceffes 
chill  their  vitals,  bereave  them  of  courage  and  hopej 
leaving  them  nothing  but  ominous  portents,  and  fuper- 
flitious  prefages  of  their  approaching  ruin.  So  hard  a 
thing  it  is  to  judge  of  human  events,  without  being  car¬ 
ried  into  extremes.  They  already  give  over  the  whole 
jfland  for  loft,  I  wifti  and  believe  it  may  prove  true. 
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Yet  at  the  fame  time  I  know  the  fortune  of  war  is  un¬ 
certain,  and  another  campaign  may  repair  or  revenge 
the  damage  they  have  fuflained  in  this  and  the  former. 

The  Venetians  loft  five  thoufand  men  before  the  walls 
of  that  town,  among  whom  was  General  Cornaro,  the 
viceroy  of  the  iiland,  flain  in  the  firft  onfet,  befides  what 
r/ere  killed  by  our  foldiers  when  they  entered  with  the 
retreating  Candiots,  and  facrificed  all  to  the  heat  of  mar¬ 
tial  pafiion. 

But  that  which  appeared  moft  ominous  to  their  caufe, 
though  the  prefent  damage  were  lefs,  was  the  falling  out 
of  the  fopraveditor,  and  the  proveditor  of  the  ifle,  who 
not  agreeing  about  the  extent  of  their  different  com- 
miffions,  formed  two  parties,  between  whom  there  hap¬ 
pened  a  furious  encounter,  in  which  four  hundred  were 
flain  on  both  fides. 

Thefe  finifter  events  occafioned  the  republic  to  make 
frefn  applications  to  the  court  of  France  ;  and  an  am- 
haffador  is  fent  from  this  crown  to  Conftantinople,  in  or¬ 
der  to  mediate  a  peace.  They  call  him  Monfieur  de  Va- 
rennes,  a  man  of  a  prefumptuous  difpofition,  and  who 
delights  to  attempt  difficult  things.  When  there  could 
not  be  found  a  perfon  willing  to  undertake  a  negotiation 
which  carries  fo  little  probability  of  fucceeding,  this  gen¬ 
tleman,  in  a  bravado  offered  himfelf ;  telling  the  queen, 
that  he  made  no  doubt  of  fo  reprefenting  matters  to  the 
Grand  Signior,  as  would  infallibly  produce  a  peace. 

It  had  been  eafy  for  Cardinal  Mazarini  (whofe  coun- 
fel  the  queen  follows  in  all  things)  to  have  hindered  this 
man’s  voyage.  But  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
pique  that  is  between  them,  conclude,  that  the  cardinal 
confented  to  his  commiffion,  on  purpofe  to  lay  a  train 
for  his  future  difgrace  ;  as  knowing  the  boldnefs  of  his 
temper  was  far  from  being  feconded  with  equal  wifdom 
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and  conduct ;  and  that,  though  he  was  prone  to  under¬ 
take  great  and  hazardous  a&ions,  yet  he  never  had  the 
good  fortune  to  accomplilh  any  thing  of  moment. 

They  that  know  this  gentleman’s  charadter,  fay,  that 
any  example  will  encourage  him  to  rulh  into  labyrinths 
and  perils ;  and  where  examples  are  wanting,  he  is  am¬ 
bitious  to  be  made  one  himfelf.  He  fears  not  to  tread 
in  the  footfteps  of  fuch  as  have  mifcarried  in  the  moft 
defperate  enterprifes  ;  but  promifes  himfelf  fuccefs,  where 
a  thoufand  have  failed.  In  fine,  he  is  efteemed  the  raffi- 
eft  man  living. 

I  fend  thee  this  defcription  of  the  French  ambaffador, 
that  thou  mayeft  communicate  it  to  the  fovereign  divan. 
It  will  be  no  fmall  advantage  to  know  the  temper  and 
qualifications  of  foreign  miniilers  refiding  at  the  auguft 
Porte,  efpecially  at  this  juncture,  whereon  the  fate  of 
Chriftendom  depends.  Befides,  there  cannot  be  too  great 
caution  ufed  to  obviate  the  fubtle  trains  of  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini,  who,  I  fear,  is  contriving  no  kind  offices  to  the 
Ottoman  empire. 

I  kifs  the  hem  of  thy  veft,  illuilrious  baffa,  and  bid 
thee  adieu. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  7  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


VII. — To  the  fame. 

T he  captain  baffa  has  the  reputation  of  a  good  feaman 
among  the  French.  They  highly  applaud  his  expedi¬ 
tious  relief  of  Canea,  and  no  lefs  commend  the  fecrecy 
with  which  he  landed  his  army,  and  took  the  town  of 
Retimo.  The  French  are  generally  great  critics  in  mi¬ 
litary  affairs,  and  are  not  fo  partial  to  the  honour  of  the 
Chriftians,  as  to  deny  the  praifes  that  are  due  to  an  ex- 
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pert  leader  among  the  muflulmans.  Yet  they  are  incon- 
ftant,  and  feldom  retain  the  fame  fentiments  long.  Every 
circulation  of  their  blood  begets  new  friendihips,  new 
opinions,  new  cenfures.  In  this  they  feefti  to  inherit  the 
vices  of  the  ancient  Gauls,  as  well  as  their  country. 

A  Roman  emperor,  who  made  war  in  this  nation, 
has  left  excellent  memoirs  behind  him  ;  wherein,  among 
other  things,  he  defcribes  the  nature  of  the  Gauls,  their 
difpofitions,  and  genial  inclinations.  He  that  {hall  read 
his  writings,  which  were  penned  above  fixteen  hundred 
years  ago,  and  {hall  converfe  with  the  prefent  French,- 
will  eafily  conclude,  that  the  latter  are  a  living  tran- 
fcript  of  the  former,  and  that  their  humours  and  afticns 
are  exactly  copied  from  his  words.  Yet  in  nothing  does 
the  character  of  the  primitive  Gauls  fuit  more  truly  to 
the  prefent  inhabitants,  than  in  their  furious  onfets  in  a 
battle,  and  their  tqual  readinefs  to  flight.  Their  ftrft 
aflault  feems  to  fpeak  them  more  than  men ;  their  fecond, 
lefs  than  women  ;  and  they  feldom  venture  on  a  third. 

Wilt  thou  know  then,  how  they  obtain  fo  many  fignal 
vi&ories  ?  It  is  by  ftratagems  and  money.  Where  they 
cannot  circumvent  their  enemies,  they  corrupt  a  party  of 
them  with  bribes  and  penfions.  Thus  they  purchafe 
their  conquefts  with  a  more  powerful  metal  than  fteel. 
The  force  of  gold,  to  which  all  things  yield,  lays  cities 
and  provinces  at  the  feet  of  this  invincible  monarch. 

But  I  pray  Heaven  fo  to  profper  the  armies  of  the 
empire  founded  on  virtue,  that  this  infidel  prince,  and  all 
the  Nazarenes,  may  expet  ience  their  gold  to  be  as  inef- 
fe&ual  as  their  fwords,  againft  the  valour  and  juft,  re¬ 
venge  of  the  true  believers. 

Paris,  id  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1 646. 
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VIII. — To  the  JTencralle  Mufti,  Sovereign  Guide  of  the 
Tine  Believers. 

T  h  ou.j  who  art  all  goodnefs,  the  arch-type  of  clemency 
and  virtue,  wilt  not  number  me  among  the  importunate, 
for  fo  often  troubling  thee  with  difputes  cf  our  holy  law. 
I  afk  thee  no  common  questions,  neither  am  I  captious, 
feeking  occafions  to  darken  what  is  apparent,  or  invali¬ 
date  the  tefHmony  of  him  who  touched  the  hand  cf  God. 
I  revere  the  holy  oracles,  and  the  book  not  dictated  on 
earth.  Every  chapter  I  read  in  the  Alcoran,  makes  me 
blefs  the  angel  who  took  fo  many  flights  to  bring  down 
the  facred  pages  from  heaven  ;  and  my  reverence  is  in- 
cFeafed  towards  that  volume  of  glory,  when  I  confider 
it  was  not  haflily  compofed,  every  verficle  being  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  divine  premeditation.  Doubtlefs  it  excels  all 
the  writings  in  the  world.  No  feripture,  before  or  f:nce, 
has  approached  to  the  myfterious  elegance  of  thofe  ce- 
leftial  lines.  Yet  methinks  I  find  a  great  profundity  of 
wifdom  in  the  treatifes  of  the  ancients. 

Thou  wilt  fay,  my  flation  requires  me  to  read  men 
more  than  books,  being  not  fewt  hither  to  contemplate, 
but  to  aft  for  the  intereft  of  my  mailer  and  the  Ottoman 
empire.  It  is  true,  my  bufinefs  is  now  to  unravel  the  defigns 
of  the  infidels  ;  but  bear  with  me,  if  I  tell  thee,  that  in 
order  to  this  I  took  no  wrong  courfe,  when  in  my  young¬ 
er  years  I  applied  myfelf  to  books,  which  are  but  men 
turned  in  fide  out,  or  metamorphofed  into  letters  ;  againft 
whom,  thus  furviving  themfelves,  thefirokeof  death  can¬ 
not  prevail. 

Thofe  who  have  erefled  llatues  of  gold,  filver,  brafs, 
or  marble,  to  the  memory  of  departed  heroes,  can  but 
tranfmit  the  effigies  of  their  bodies  to  pofteritv,  which 
thou  knoweft  is  the  ignobler  part  of  man ;  and  kereiq 
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they  come  fhort  of  the  Egyptians,  who  have  the  art  of 
preferving  the  bodies  theinfelves  incorruptible  for  a  thou- 
fand  generations.  But  they  who  left  their  writings  to 
pofterity,  have  obliged  the  world  with  an  immortal  and 
lively  image  of  their  mind  e  this  is  properly  the  man,  and 
lives  for  ever,  when  the  body  is  confumed  in  the  grave, 
and  the  ftatue  perhaps  is  eat  up  by  time,  or  demolifhed 
by  envy. 

Pardon  this  digreffion,  oraculous  and  unerring  mouth 
of  God.  I  have  a  great  deal  to  fay,  and  cannot  com¬ 
prehend  it  in  a  few  words.  It  has  been  enjoined  by  our 
holy  doCtors,  that  a  muffubnan  Ihould  not  read- the  books 
of  profane  infidels.  But  tell  me,  thou  who  art  the  rcfolv- 
er  of  doubts,  whether  this  oreceDt  is  extended  to  all  with- 
out  exception,  or  whether  a  difpenfatioft  may  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  fuch  as  read  thofe  books  with  one  eye,  whilft 
the  other  is  fixed  on  the  law,  which  balances  the  mind 
with  truth  ?  The  Alcoran  tells  us,  that  the  devil  has  in- 
ferted  fome  falfities  in  the  belt  writings  ;  but,  is  it  not 
poffible  for  a  man  to  feparate  the  good  from  the  bad  ? 
I  read  in  the  book  of  glory  many  remarkable  things  con¬ 
cerning  Alexander  the  Great :  But  is  it  unlawful  alfo  to 
perufe  what  has  been  writ  by  others,  of  the  life  of  that 
famous  warrior,  and  holy  prophet  ?  Both  Grecian  and 
Roman  hiftorians  have  related  his  adventures  in  Afia,  his 
battles  with  Darius  the  Perfian  monarch,  and  Porus  the 
Indian  :  they  praife  his  continence  and  modeft  regard  to 
Syfigambis  and  her  daughters,  when  they  were  his  cap¬ 
tives  ;  his  inviolable  friendfhip  to  Epheftion,  whilft  living, 
and  the  affectionate  tears  he  flied  for  him  after  his  death  ; 
yet  they  condemn  him  of  cruel  ingratitude,  for  facrifi- 
cing  Ciitus  to  his  choler,  and  the  fumes  of  wine,  who  was 
a  faithful  friend,  a  valiant  foldier,  and  once  had  faved  his 
life  in  a  battle.  They  cannot  pafs  over  the  burning  of 


Book  II. 


A  srr  AT  PARIS. 


IJ3 


Perfepolis,  without  fome  reflections  on  the  unmanly  foftnefs 
of  this  warrior,  who,  to  pleafe  his  concubine,  gave  orders 
that  the  fairefl  and  moll  magnificent  city  in  Afia  Ihould 
be  fet  on  fire.  The  Perfians  boaft,  that  that  city  was 
built  all  of  cedar  ;  that  Cyrus  had  wholly  difplanted,  not 
only  Mount  Libanus,  but  the  choiceft  nurferies  of  that 
fragrant  wood,  through  all  Afia,  to  build  this  glorious 
city,  in  emulation  of  Solomon  king  of  the  Jews,  who 
was  by  other  princes  thought  to  value  himfelf  too  high, 
for  building  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  of  the  fame  materi¬ 
als.  They  add,  that  Alexander  found  in  this  city  ninety 
millions  of  caracks  in  gold  ;  that,  after  the  debauch  was 
over,  and  the  flames  had  confumed  to  afhes  this  phoenix 
of  Afia,  the  conqueror  wept,  and  commanded  the  money 
he  had  found  there  Ihould  be  expended  in  raifing  another 
in  its  room,  more  glorious  than  the  former  ;  but  that 
Thais,  who  had  perfuaded  him  to  ruin  it,  was  the  only 
obllacle  to  its  re-edification  ;  for  fuch  was  her  empire 
over  this  monarch,  that  he  could  deny  her  nothing. 

What  I  have  faid  of  Perfepolis  is  recorded  by  Perfian 
hiilorians  ;  other  writers  make  fome  mention  of  it,  but 
not  fo  particularly.  There  are  fome  alfo  who  mention 
his  demolifhing  of  Tyrus,  a  city  fo  ancient,  that  it  is  faid 
to  be  firft  built  by  one  of  the  grandchildren  to  Noah, 
of  whom  thou  knoweft  the  Alcoran  fpeaks  often.  They 
tax  him  alfo  with  cruelty,  in  caufing  two  thoufand  of  the 
chief  Tyrians  to  be  crucified  as  a  facrifice  to  Hercules. 
Thou  art  bcft  able  to  judge  whether  this  be  agreeable  to 
truth  ;  for  what  muffulman  will  believe,  that  the  victori¬ 
ous  prophet  was  guilty  of  fo  barbarous  an  idolatry  ? 

The  method  he  took  to  fubdue  this  impregnable  city 
is  an  argument  of  his  invincible  courage,  and  that  there 
is  nothing  impracticable  to  a  mind  armed  with  refolution 
and  perfeverance. 
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Tyrus  was  fitaated  above  half  a  mile  in  the  fea.  When 
tjie  Macedonian  demanded  a  furrender,  the  citizens, 
trufting  to  the  ftrength  and  height  of  the  rock  whereon 
they  lived  (for  it  was  a  perfect  Hand),  and  to  their 
diftance  from  the  fhore  of  the  continent,  bid  defiance  to 
him,  whom  God  had  ordained  to  fubdue  all  nations  be¬ 
tween  the  extremities  of  India  and  the  pillars  of  Hercu¬ 
les.  The  conqueror,  inflamed  at  their  refufal  of  offered 
peace,  prepares  for  an  affault.  He  attempted,  without 
the  miracle  of  Moles,  to  make  a  path  for  his  army 
through  the  Sea.  He  followed  the  ffeps  of  the'  Babylo¬ 
nian  monarch,  who,  not  three  ages  before,  had  joined 
this  proud  neft  of  merchants  to  the  firm  land.  Twice 
Lis  induftrious  foldiers  railed  a  caufeway  above  the  waves 
to  the  very  walls  of  Tyrus,  and  as  often  was  their  labour 
defeated  by  the  watchful  Tyrians ;  when  the  third  time 
he  proved  fuccefsful,  and,  in  fpite  of  all  their  refiftance 
by  fire  and  fword,  after  a  fiege  of  fix  moons,  he  fcaled 
the  walls  of  that  queen  of  maritime  cities,  and  convinced 
the  world,  that  no  human  force  could  put  a  flop  to  his 
conquefts,  whom  Deftiny  had  appointed  to  chaflife  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

That  chapter  in  the  Alcoran  which  fpeaks  of  this  re¬ 
nowned  worthy,  tells  us,  “  That  he  marched  To  far  eaft- 
ward,  till  he  came  to  a  country  where  the  fun  rifes.” 
This  paffage  the  Chriftians  ridicule,  faying,  that  the  fun 
rifes  and  fets  in  all  countries  ;  and  that  there  is  no  ftated 
point  of  eaft  and  weft  in  the  fabric  of  the  world,  fince 
the  fame  place  which  is  eaft  of  one  country,  is  weft  of 
another.  Thus  the  defpifers  of  our  holy  law  cavil  at  the 
Alcoran,  and  fay,  it  is  compofea  of  old  wives  tales,  a 
rude  indigefted  collection  of  eaftern  romances  and  fupe,‘- 
ftitious  fables,  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  ignorance, 
firft  promulged  in  the  favage  and  unpojiflied  defarts  of 
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Arabia,  and  afterwards  propagated  by  the  fword  through 
thofe  countries,  whofe  vices  had  banifhed  their  learning, 
and  rendered  them  flexible  to  a  religion,  whofe  higheft 
pretenfions  confifted  in  gratifying  the  fenfes. 

Thefe  critics  confider  not  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
argue  againft  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  (which  is 
efteemed  the  Alcoran  of  the  Chriftians),  wherein  there 
is  often  mention  made  of  the  rifing  and  going  down  of 
the  fun,  of  eaft  and  weft,  as  proper  points  or  marks  from 
which  to  take  the  fltuation  of  countries.  Affuredly  in 
this  they  are  captious  ;  for  though  there  be  no  Hated, 
point  of  eaft  or  weft  in  the  globe,  yet  India  being  the 
neareft  region  of  this  continent  to  that  part  of  the  ho¬ 
rizon  where  the  fun  daily  firft  appears,  it  has,  not  with¬ 
out  reafon,  gained  the  additional  epithet  of  Eaft.  And 
it  was  here  the  Macedonian  hero  fweat,  becaufe  he  could 
conquer  no  farther,  uplefa  he  would  have  begun  a  war 
with  the  flfh  of  the  fea. 

There  are  many  other  paflages  related  of  Alexander’s 
temperance,  moderation,  jaftice,  fortitude,  and  fuch  like 
virtues,  and  fomething  of  Lis  vices  ;  but  I  will  not  tire 
t-hee  with  all  that  is  faid  of  this  invincible  monarch,  nor 
trace  him  in  all  his  marches  through  Afia.  I  will  not 
trouble  thee  with  what  they  fay  of  his  journey  into 
Egypt,  and  afpiring  to  be  called  the  fun  of  Jupiter  Am¬ 
mon  ;  his  being  poifoned  at  Babylon,  in  the  height  of 
all  his  triumphs  ;  and  the  cantonifing  his  empire  among 
his  chief  captains.  Whatfoever  in  thefe  hiftories  is  a- 
greeable  to  the  holy  Alcoran,  I  acquiefce  to  ;  what  is 
repugnant  to  that  fummary  of  truth,  I  rejedt  as  a  fable. 

Tell  me,  thou  fovereign  refolver  of  doubts,  whether 
on  thefe  terms  I  may  not  read  the  writings  of  infidels  i 
Books  are  relief  to  the  mind  opprefled  with  melancholy, 
and  efpecially  hiftories,  which  alfo  bring  profit,  by  right- 
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Iy  informing  us  of  the  tranfaiftions  of  paft  ages  ;  fo  that 
things  which  were  done  thoufands  of  years  ago,  are 
made  prefent  to  us.  Where  then  is  the  crime  in  read¬ 
ing  thefe  memoirs  of  the  ancients  ?  Is  it  not  confiftent 
with  the  faith  of  a  muflulman  to  read  thefe  hiftories,  be- 
caufe  they  were  penned  by  heathens  ?  Muft  we  rejeft  all 
that  the  Pagans  did  or  faid  ?  Why  then  are  the  works 
of  Plutarch  had  in  fuch  veneration  by  the  princes  of  out¬ 
law  ?  I  tell  thee,  I  not  only  read  Plutarch,  Livy,  Ta¬ 
citus,  Xenophon,  Polybius,  with  many  other  hiftorians 
that  were  pagans,  but  I  improve  by  their  writings.  Such 
rare  examples  of  virtue,  fuch  illuftrious  patterns  of  juf* 
tice,  fuch  folid  precepts  of  morality,  as  thefe  authors  a- 
bound  with,  cannot  in  my  opinion  hurt  any  man,  who 
defires  to  fquare  his  life  by  the  beft  rules. 

I  read  alfo  the  poets,  whofe  fables  and  parables  feem 
to  me  but  to  veil  many  excellent  and  profitable  maxims 
of  human  life. 

The  ftory  of  the  birth  of  Typhon,  his  warring  with 
Jupiter,  and  his  final  overthrow,  denotes  the  monftrous 
rife  of  factions  in  a  ftate,  and  their  ruin. 

The  Cyclops  being  employed  by  Jupiter  in  making 
thunderbolts  and  killing  aEfculapius,  for  which  they 
themfelves  were  afterwards  (lain  by  Apollo,  intimates  the 
ufe  which  fovereign  princes  make  of  cruel,  covetous,  and 
unjuft  officers,  who,  when  they  have  fulfilled  the  plea- 
fure  of  their  mafters,  are  abandoned  by  them  to  the  re¬ 
venge  of  the  opprefied  fubjedls.  This  is  commonly  ex¬ 
perienced  in  all  monarchies,  and  efpecially  in  the  mighty 
empire  of  the  Ofmans,  where  the  baffas,  though  the 
Grand  Signior,  for  the  ends  of  ftate,  connives  a  while 
at  their  unjuft  oppreflion  of  the  muffulmans  under  their 
government,  yet  in  due  time,  to  ftsow  his  abhorrence  of 
their  villanies,  configns  them  over  to  the  executioner. 
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Thou  knoweft  to  whom  the  bowftring  was  fent  laft  ;  I 
wifli  his  fucceffor  may  not  equally  merit  it. 

Adtaeon’s  being  devoured  by  his  dogs,  only  for  feeing 
Diana  in  a  bath,  might  have  ferved  as  a  warning  to  Ufeph 
the  black  eunuch,  who  could  not  reftrain  his  tongue 
from  babling  out  the  private  amours  of  Sultan  Ibrahim. 
It  was  danger  enough  to  know  the  fecret ;  but  to  di¬ 
vulge  it,  was  a  fare  way  to  incur  the  revenge  of  the 
prince. 

Not  much  unlike  was  his  error,  who,  though  he  did 
not  report  it  to  others,  yet  had  the  prefumption  to  check 
his  fovereign  to  his  face,  and  reproach  him  with  lux¬ 
ury.  Had  he  been  acquainted  with  the  fable  of  En- 
dymion  and  the  rnoon,  it  would  perhaps  have  taught 
Kim,  that  it  is  not  the  part  of  a  favourite  to  take  notice 
of  his  maker’s  ftolen  pleafures,  but  rather  to  invite  him 
fometimes  from  the  toils  of  ftate,  and  unbend  his  mind 
with  recreations. 

There  arc  many  other  profitable  remarks  hidden  under 
the  fidlions  of  the  poets,  which,  though  they  may  feem  my- 
fterious  at  firft  view,  yet,  being  examined  with  a  little  at¬ 
tention,  prove  as  eafy  to  be  underftood,  as  the  hierogly¬ 
phics  were  of  old  to  the  Egyptians,  who  knew  no  other 
letters. 

God  the  firft  Intellect,  who  imprinted  his  mind  on  ta¬ 
blets  of  marble,  in  letters  of  Arabic,  and  writ  the  deca¬ 
logue  with  a  beam  of  his  glory,  having  alfo  infpired  all 
nations  with  the  knowledge  of  letters,  grant,  that  whilft 
I  tead  the  records  of  the  Gentiles,  I  may  not  forget  the 
precepts  of  the  Alcoran. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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IX. —  To  Murat,  Bajfa. 

A  courier  came  to  this  city  laft  night,  bringing  news  of 
die  taking  cf  Courtray  by  the  French  army.  This  is  a 
confiderable  town  in  Flanders,  and  commands  a  great 
part  of  the  country.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  inverted  it 
on  the  ninth  of  the  lart  moon,  and  on  the  eighteenth  lay 
down  before  it  with  the  whole  army.  The  Spaniih  ge¬ 
nerals  haftened  to  its  relief,  and  brought  thirty  thoufand 
men  of  fix  nations,  to  combat  with  the  French  ;  but  they 
quarrelled  about  precedency  of  port.  High  words  parted 
between  the  Duke  of  Lcrrain  and  General  Lamboy. 
Thus,  while  they  fpent  their  time  in  needlefs  contefts, 
the  French  took  the  town  ;  and,  having  left  a  ftrong 
garrifon  there,  part  of  the  army  commanded  by  the  Ma- 
refchal  de  Grammont  is  marched  to  join  the  Flollanders, 
with  dtfign  to  attack  Antwerp ;  and  the  reft  follow  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  who,  they  fay,  intends  to  befiege  Mar- 
dyke.  This  is  a  fea-town  that  has  nothing  in  it  confi- 
derable  enough  to  tempt  a  conqueror,  fare  the  haven, 
which  is  of  great  importance  in  thofe  feas. 

We  have  had  no  rains  here  thefe  three  moons,  which 
makes  the  people  fear  a  famine.  Provifion  of  all  forts  is 
very  dear^;  and  thofe  who  have  great  quantities  of  corn 
will  not  bring  it  to  the  markets.  The  fruits  are  all  blaft- 
ed,  and  a  diftemper  rages  in  the  city,  which  fills  all  places 
with  death  and  mourning  ;  the  cattle  drop  down  dead  in 
the  fields,  and  the  rivers  are  almoft  dried  up;  men  languifh 
and  wither,  as  if  parched  up  by  fome  inward  fire  ;  fearful 
apparitions  are  feen  in  the  air  ;  each  night  brings  forth 
new  prodigies  ;  the  people  lament  the  prefcnt,  and  pre- 
fage  greater  calamities  to  come  ; — while  Mahmut  perfe- 
veres  unmoved,  and  neither  molefts  himfelf  nor  others 
about  the  inevitable  decrees  of  deftiny.  I  keep  in  the 
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path  of  my  duty,  without  turning  to  the  right  hand  or 
to  the  left ;  I  ferve  the  Grand  Signior  faithfully  ;  I  pray 
for  his  health,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  empire.  I  nei¬ 
ther  give  alms  to  the  infidels,  nor  do  them  any  injuries. 
In  fine,  if  I  cannot  reap  any  profit  from  other  mens  vir¬ 
tues,  I  take  care  their  vices  (hall  do  me  no  harm. 

It  is  faid  there  will  be  a  procefiion  here  fhortly,  where¬ 
at  the  king,  the  queen-regent,  and  the  whole  court,  will 
afiift  barefoot,  for  an  example  of  others.  The  body  of 
a  certain  female  faint,  whom  they  efieem  the  patronefs  of 
this  city,  will  be  taken  out  of  the  church  where  it  lies, 
and  will  be  carried  with  other  rtliques  of  faints  through 
the  ftreets  of  Paris,  to  atone  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  which 
feems  to  be  kindled  again!!  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  pray  Heaven  to  fend  down  its  blef- 
fings  on  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  preferve  the  true  faith- 
tul  from  the  three  fcourges  of  God. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  164$. 


X. — 7o  the  Ac  a  of  the  f amjfarlcs . 

I  perceive  thou  haft  followed  the  advice  I  formerly 
gave  thee  to  read  hiftories,  wherein  thy  letter  fpeaks  thee 
very  con-venant.  Thou  wilt  have  no  reafon  to  repent  of 
a  labour  that  affords  fo  agreeable  a  diverfiem,  efpecially 
to  a  foldier  and  a  ftatefman.  They  open  the  graves,  and 
cull  forth  the  dead,  without  diflurbing  their  repofe,  and 
prefent  to  usthofe  heroes  living,  talking,  and  adting  great 
things,  whofe  bodies  have  lain  buried  in  filence  and  ob- 
feurity  many  ages  ;  they  introduce  us  into  the  clofets 
of  princes,  revealing  their  mo  ft  fecrct  counfels  ;  they 
make  us  lamiliar  with  the  intrigues  of  politicians,  and  the 
flratagems  of  warriors.  In  fine,  there  is  nothing  public 
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or  private,  in  the  courts  or  camps  of  the  greateft  mo- 
narchs,  to  which  an  hiftorian  is  a  ftranger. 

I  applaud  the  choice  thou  haft  made  of  Grecian  hifto- 
ries,  and  others  of  the  eaft  ;  yet  I  counfel  thee  not  to 
negledl  thofe  of  the  weft.  The  ancient  Roman  writers 
are  full  of  rare  examples  ;  and  modern  France,  which 
emulates  all  great  and  glorious  undertakings,  takes  equal 
care  to  commit  to  pofterity  the  lives  of  illuftrious'perfons. 
I  fay  not  this  in  contempt  of  other  countries  in  Europe. 
The  Chriftians  of  thefe  parts  in  general  are  accurate  hif- 
torians.  They  are  univerfally  learned,  in  regard  there  is 
no  kingdom  in  Europe  where  they  have  not  fchools  and 
academies  where  all  languages  and  fciences  are  taught. 
The  ploughmen  in  the  field  fpeak  Latin  and  Greek, 
which  thou  knoweft  are  now  grown  obfolete,  and  no 
where  to  be  learned  but  in  books.  The  mechanics  are 
philofophers  ;  and  every  man  fets  up  for  an  hiftorian,  or 
an  antiquary.  It  was  not  fo  in  former  times,  when  the 
ecclefiaftics  had  engroffed  all  manner  of  learning  to  them- 
felves,  except  fome  few  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who 
had  the  advantage  of  patrimonial  libraries,  and  leifure  to 
apply  themfelves  to  ftudy  ;  for  then  it  w'as  difficult  to 
purchafe  books,  there  being  but  few,  and  for  thefe  they 
were  obliged  to  the  labour  of  the  feribe.  Hence  it  came 
to  pafs,  that  only  fuch  as  had  plenty  of  money,  and  a 
ftrong  inclination  to  knowledge,  monopolized  the  choiceft 
manuferipts  into  their  hands,  and  bequeathed  them  as  a 
legacy  to  their  offspring.  But  fince  the  invention  ef 
printing,  books  are  infinitely  multiplied,  grown  cheap 
and  common  ;  and  thofe  hiftories  and  fciences,  which  be¬ 
fore  were  Ihut  up  in  the  Latin,  Greek,  or  fome  of  the 
•  Oriental  languages,  are  now  tranflated  into  the  vulgar 
fpeech  of  every  nation,  whereby  the  loweft  fort  of  peo¬ 
ple,  who  can  but  read,  have  the  privilege  to  become  as 
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knowing,  as  their  fuperiors,  and  the  Have  may.  vie  for 
learning  with  his  fovereign.  This  makes  the  Nazr.renes 
upbraid  the  true  faithful  with  ignorance  and  barbari'  n, 
becaufe  printing  is  not  fuffered  throughout  the  muiiul- 
man  empire.  They  confider  not  the  bad  confequences 
of  this  art,  as  well  as  the  good,  and  that  the  liberty  id 
the  prefs  has  filled  the  world  with  errors  and  lies.  Bt- 
fides,  they  are  ftrangers  to  the  education  of  the  mufful- 
mans,  who  are  generally  taught  the  Arabic  and  Perfian 
tongues  from  their  childhood  ;  in  which  two  .languages 
how  many  famous  hiftories  have  been  written  !  There  is 
no  point  of  ufeful  wifdotn  which  is  not  comprifed  in  the 
writings  of  the  eaftern  fages ;  and  a9  for  unprofitable 
treatifes  and  pamphlets  with  which  the  Europeans  abound, 
they  are  fuperfluous  and  burdeniome,  bringing  a  double 
lofs  both  to  writer  and  reader,  while  they  rob  them  of 
their  time  and  money,  and  commit  a  rape  on  their  under- 
ftandings.  Add  to  this,  the  fatal  effe&s  which  this  de» 
prayed  indulgence  of  printing  has  produced  in  Chriften- 
dom.  What  facrileges,  mafiacres,  rebellions  and  impie¬ 
ties,  have  overflowed  mod  parts  of  the  weft  in  this  licen¬ 
tious  age  ;  what  hatred  among  Chriftians ;  what  fedi- 
tions  among  fubjetfts,  diverfities  in  religion,  contempts  of 
all  laws,  both  divine,  natural,  and  t’nofe  of  nations. 
The  vices,  at  which  former  times  would  have  blulhed, 
nay,  at  the  very  naming  of  which  our  fathers  would  have 
ftarted,  as  at  a  prodigy,  are  in  thefe  days  committed 
openly,  without  fhame,  without  contradi&ion ;  whilft 
there  are  authors  who  dare  publicly  aflert  the  caufe  of 
impiety,  and  patronize  all  manner  of  profanations. 

But  thou,  who-  haft  the  honour  to  guard  the  incor¬ 
ruptible  feat  of  juftice  and  virtue,  the  bright  throne  of 
the  Ofman  emperors,  who  are  tbs-  fhadows  of  God  on 
earth,  haft  made  luck  a  choice  of  books  as  commends  thv 
Vol.  III. 
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wifdom,  and  the  fincerity  of  thy  morals.  Thou  wilt  not 
fuffer  thy  imagination  to  be  tainted  with  thofe  enchant¬ 
ing  ideas  of  evil,  which  are  drawn  by  the  pens  of  fome 
elegant  writers  :  All  that  thou  feekeft  in  books  is  to  in¬ 
form  thy  underftanding,  reCtify  thy  judgment,  and  in¬ 
flame  thy  affections  with  the  love  of  virtue.  To  this  end 
ferve  the  divine  precepts  of  our  holy  doctors,  and  other 
learned  fages  ;  the  writings  of  philofophers,  and  the  ex¬ 
amples  of  renowned  heroes.  From  thefe  thou  gathered; 
ftrength  to  practife  the  four  maternal  virtues,  and  all  the 
good  qualities  that  fpring  from  thofe  roots. 

G<3  on,  and  incneafe  in  the  graces  and  accomplifhments 
which  (hall  render  thee  worthy  to  be  made  the  fubject  cf 
a  particular  hiftory  ;  while  the  old  fhall  recommend,  and 
the  young  fhall  covet  nothing  more  paffionately  than  to 
read  the  life  of  Caffim  Hali  janizar-aga. 

Mahmut  falutes  thee  with  a  kifs  of  affection.  Reve¬ 
rence  thyfclf,  and  all  men  will  honour  thee.  So  taught 
Pythagoras. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Yea-  1646. 


XI. — To  the  fame. 

I  had  forgot  to  perform  in  my  other  letter  what  thou 
commandeft  me  ;  yet  knowing  the  efteem  thou  haft  for 
women  of  virtue  and  rare  endowments,  and  with  what 
pleafure  thou  readeft  their  ftories,  I  fhould  never  fend  any 
difpatch  to  thee  wherein  there  is  not  a  relation  of  fome 
heroine.  I  will  be  more  diligent  hereafter  to  obferve  the 
difpofltion  of  my  fuperiors,  and  will  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  collection  of  the  lives  and  characters  of  all  the  fa¬ 
mous  women  that  have  been  recorded  in  hiftory.  In  the 
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mean  while,  hear  what  the  French  fay  of  Chriftina  Queen 
of  Swedeland,  of  whom  thou  required  a  defcription. 

She  is  the  only  daughter  of  Gudavus  Adolphus,  the 
mod  victorious  prince  that  ever  governed  that  nation, 
and  one  of  the  mod  fuccefsful  warriors  in  the  world.  As 
his  whole  life  was  led  in  the  field,  fo  there  he  received 
an  honourable  death,  being  {lain  in  the  battle  of  Lutzen  ; 
fome  fay,  by  the  treachery  of  Duke  Albert,  who  had 
in  appearance  deferted  the  emperor,  and  offered  himfelf 
a  volunteer  to  Gudavus  Adolphus.  I  formerly  mention¬ 
ed  this  duke,  and  that  he  was  killed  by  a  Swedifh  lady. 
If  the  fufpicion  of  the  Swedes  be  well  grounded,  and 
that  Duke  Albert  was  really  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
Gudavus,  it  may  be  this  was  the  motive  which  brought 
thofe  Amazons  into  the  field  to  revenge  the  death  of 
their  prince.  But  it  is  impoffible  to  be  affured  of  the 
truth  among  f®  many  different  opinions. 

When  the  French  fpeak  of  Gudavus  Adolphus,  they 
cannot  redrain  their  words  on  this  fide  a  panegyric.  They- 
fay  he  w'as  a  prince  above  all  praife.  It  is  certain,  his 
very  enemies  admired  his  inimitable  courage  and  inatch- 
lefs  fortune.  I  have  fent  thee  the  true  effigies  of  his 
face,  wherein  thou  wilt  fee  a  mod  agreeable  mixture  of 
majedy  and  benignity,  creating  refpeCt  and  love  at  the 
fame  time  in  the  beholders.  He  was  fo  familiar  with 
every  one,  as  if  he  had  forgot  himfelf,  as  well  as  he  was 
a  dranger  to  pride.  He  was  a  great  dudent  in  his  youth, 
and  made  himfelf  mader  of  Latin,  French,  and  Italian ; 
being  alfo  perfectly  lkilled  in  ancient  and  modern  hido- 
ries.  He  had  a  wonderful  faculty  in  difeovering  im- 
podors ;  a  dexterous  wit  in  time  of  danger  and  difficulty} 
being  ready  at  counfeh  and  fwift  in  execution,  and  as 
cunning  at  a  dratagem  as  he  was  bold  at  an  onfet.  He 
was  liberal  to  his  officers,  and  to  all  men  of  merit  j  but 
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a  fevere  panifher  of  diforders  ir.  Lis  army;  and  that  which 
crowned  all  the  reft  of  his  virtues,  his  piety  to  God  was 
lingular  and  worthy  of  remark.  The  French  relate  a 
memorable  Taping  of  this  king,  when  he  was  once  in  his 
camp  before  Werben.  He  had  been  folitary  in  the  ca¬ 
binet  of  his  pavilion  fome  hours  together,  and  none  of 
his  attendants  dnrft  interrupt  him  ;  till  at  length  a  fa¬ 
vourite  of  his,  having  fome  important  matter  to  tell  him, 
came  foftly  to  the  door,  and  looking  in,  beheld  the  king 
very  devoutly  on  his  knees  at  prayers.  Fearing  to  rnoleft 
him  in  that  facred  exercife,  he  was  about  to  withdraw  his 
head,  when  the  king  fpied  him,  and  bid  him  come  in, 
faying  unto  him,  “  Thou  wondered  to  fee  me  in  this 
pofture,  frnce  I  have  fo  many  thoufands  of  fubjects  to 
pray  for  me.  But  I  tell  thee,  that  no  man  has  more 
need  to  pray  for  himfelf,  than  he,  who  being  to  render  an 
account  of  his  actions  to  none  but  Gcd,  is  for  that  rea- 
fon  more  clofely  affaulted  by  the  devil,  than  all  other 
men  befide.” 

Guftavus  was  born  in  tire  year  1594,  at  which  time 
they  fay,  a  comet  was  feen  in  the  form  of  a  fword,  with 
its  point  diredted  toward  Germany,  which  the  aftrc’ogers 
of  thofe  times  interpreted  as  a  prefage  of  that  king’s 
warlike  genius,  and  of  his  future  conqueiis  in  the  em¬ 
pire.  He  came  to  the  government  before  he  had  feen 
full  Seventeen  winters,  and  was  cut  off  in  the  eight-and- 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

It  is  faid,  that  a  few  days  before  his  death,  when  his 
foldiers  received  him  with  infinite  acclamations,  and  all 
the  marks  of  an  unufual  and  intemperate  joy,  he  feemed 
to  be  troubled  at  it,  faying,  “  That  he  took  that  excef- 
five  demonftration  of  his  foldiers  love,  for  an  omen  of 
fome  approaching  difafter  5  and  that  he  was  allured  Gcd 
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would,  by  taking  him  away,  teach  them,  that  there  is 
no  confidence  to  be  repofed  in  any  mortal. 

After  the  death  of  Guftavus,  the  (la,tes  of  the  king¬ 
dom  affembling,  proclaimed  Chfiftina  queen,  and  during 
her  minority  committed  her  to  the  tutelage  of  five  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  of  the  kingdom,  who  alfo  took  on  them 
the  whole  care  of  the  commonwealth. 

Site  is  perfedl  in  feven  languages,  well  verfed  in  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  philofophy,  and  a  complete  hiftorian. 
In  fine,  fhe  has  acquired  the  title  of  the  moll  learned 
princefs  of  her  time. 

She  is  of  a  graceful  and  majeflic  afpedl,  has  a  piercing 
eye,  wears  part  of  her  hair  loofe  about  her  temples,  and 
flowing  down  in  curls  to  her  (boulders  ;  the  rell  braided 
up  behind  in  form  of  a  wreath,  Thus  is  (he  reprefented 
by  her  pifture,  which  I  have  feen  in  a  gallery  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarini’s  palace,  who  profefles  a  great  veneration 
;or  this  queen.  Could  I  have  purchafed  her  portraiture, 
a6  I  did  her  father’s,  I  would  have  fent  it  thee ;  but  all 
the  pencils  in  Paris  are  hardly  fufficient  to  fupply  the 
clofets  and  galleries  of  the  nobles  with  this  admired  fi¬ 
gure.  She  is  become  the  idol  of  the  French. 

Many  great  matches  have  been  offrcd  her,  but  (lie  re- 
fufes  all,  either  for  reafon  of  (fate,  or  difiike  of  the 
perfons,  or  an  averfion  fhe  has  for  a  married  life  ;  or 
through  oppofit  ion  of  her  nobles,  who  feem  to  covet  to 
be  governed  by  a  maiden  queen.  Soon  after  her  father’s 
death,  the  King  of  Denmark  attempted  to  make  her  his 
wife  ;  but  his  addrefs  was  abruptly  rejected. 

No  better  encouragement  did  the  King  of  Poland 
lately  meet  with,  who  twice  folicited  the  fame  thing  for 
himfelf,  and  was  as  often  repulfed.  But  this,  it  is 
thought,  proceeded  from  fome  politic  reafons,  he  being 
dt'fcended  of  Sigifmund,  a  former  abdicated  king  of 
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Sweden  ;  all  whole  posterity  are  for  ever  excluded  from 
enjoying  the  Swedifh  crown  by  a  law. 

The  Englifh  alfo  gloried  in  a  virgin  queen  the  laft 
age  ;  her  name  was  Elizabeth,  whom  thou  canft  not  but 
have  heard  of.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  VIII. 
king  of  that  nation.  She  was  a  princefs  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  genius,  remarkable  for  her  wit  and  learning.  It 
Was  one  of  her  fubjedts,  who  the  firft  of  all  mortals  fail¬ 
ed  round  the  globe  ;  and  by  his  fortunate  fervice,  ftie 
vanquifhed  the  reputed  invincible  Armada  of  Spain.  She 
governed  her  kingdom  with  fuch  exquiftte  condudt,  as 
made  the  gveateft  potentates  revere  her  wifdom.  It  is 
to  her  bounty  the  United  Provinces  owe  the  rife  of  their 
preferit  grandeur  and  riches  ;  when  they  addreffed  this 
potent  queen  in  form  of  humble  fuppliants,  intitling 
themfelves,  “  The  Poor  Diftrefled  States.”  But  now 
they  are  high  and  mighty,  puftn’ng  for  an  equality  with 
fovereign  princes. 

I  cannot  comprife  in  a  letter  all  that  may  be  faid  of 
this  great  queen.  Befides,  hiftorians  vary  in  her  cha- 
radter.  Thofe  that  fpeak  moil  impartially,  fay,  that  he 
had  extraordinary  virtues,  yet  was  not  free  from  great 
vices.  We  muft  not  expedt  in  any  mortal  a  temper  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  common  maledidtion,  much  lefs  in  that 
fex,  whofe  natural  weaknefs  claims  our  indulgence  and 
excufe.  It  is  admirable  to  fee  or  hear  of  a  female,  whofe 
a £tive  foul  can  difengage  itfelf  from  the  common  frail¬ 
ties  of  women,  and  perform  things  fcarce  below  the 
power  of  mafculine  virtue. 

If  thou  thinkeft  my  letter  too  tedious,  accufe  thyfelf 
for  commanding  me  to  write  of  perfons  whofe  uncom¬ 
mon  gifts  and  tranfcendent  virtues,  the  moil  accurate 
hiftorians  can  but  render  in  epitome,  and  the  mod  dur- 
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able  records  of  fame  will  injure,  in  not  being  capable  to 
tranfmit  them  to  eternity. 

We  ought  not  to  contemn  the  excellencies  of  the  Na- 
zarenes,  who,  though  they  are  unhappy  in  not  know¬ 
ing  the  Alcoran,  yet  they  have  a  law  engraven  on  their 
hearts,  which,  if  they  cbferve,  they  {hall  be  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  blefled. 

I  am  no  ftranger  to  thy  moderation  and  judice,  being 
fully  fatisfied  that  thou  honoured:  virtue,  even  in  the  moll 
prejudifed  enemy  of  our  holy  profefiion.  Let  the  furio- 
fos  among  the  mufiulmans  or  Chridians  fay  their  plea* 
fure  ;  thou  and  I  {hall  be  conformable  to  our  holy  law¬ 
giver,  in  believing,  that  the  innocent  and  good  of  all  re¬ 
ligions  {hall  have  no  reafon  to  tremble  at  the  fecond  found 
cf  the  trumpet. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XII. — To  the  Selictar  Aca,  or  Sword-Bearer  to  the 
Grand  Signior. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  is  newly  returned  from  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  Flanders.  He  feems  to  be  either  tired  with  the 
fatigues  of  war,  or  at  lead:  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  ex¬ 
ploits  this  fummer. 

After  the  conqued  of  Courtray,  of  which  thou  haft 
heard  in  the  divan,  this  prince  marched  diredtly  to  Ber- 
gues,  which  he  took  after  a  fiege  of  fix  days ;  then  being 
joined  by  the  Duke  of  Enguien’s  forces,  he  laydown  be¬ 
fore  Mardyke.  This  town  had  been  in  the  Spaniards 
pofleflion  ever  fince  lafl  winter ;  now  it  held  out  to  a  mi¬ 
racle  ;  but  after  a  flout  refidance  was  at  lafl  forced  to 
furrender.  There  were  flain  before  it  many  of  the  chief 
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nobility  of  France.  The  French  entered  it  on  the  four- 
and-twentieth  of  the  laft  moon. 

The  churches  here  are  hung  with  mourning,  and  the 
efcutcheons  of  the  heroes  who  loft  their  lives  in  the  bed 
of  honour.  The  bullets,  which  know  no  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  noble  and  vulgar,  feem  in  this  battle  to  have 
been  directed  by  art  or  envy,  as  if  the  flower  of  the  ar¬ 
my  had  been  culled  out  for  marks. 

In  a  letter  to  Murat  Baffa,  I  gave  an  account  of  a 
grievous  drought  and  mortality  in  thefe  parts.  Now 
Heaven  feems  to  be  pacified  ;  and  the  angel  of  deatli  has 
put  up  his  fword.  Yet  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  and  other 
neccffaries,  continues  ftill  ;■  only  there  is  plenty  of  wine, 
which  the  poor,  who  have  mod  need  of  it,  abftain  from, 
left  it  fttould  enrage  their  appetites,  already  lharpened. 
with  hunger,  whilft  they  have  little  or  nothing  to  eat. 

Thou  wilt  wonder  at  the  diet  of  thofe  miferable 
wretches,  whom  oppreffion  and  poverty  has  forced  to 
feed  on  frogs  and  other  vermin  ;  yet  they  extol  it  for  a 
dainty  difn.  Both  poor  and  rich  reckon  it  a  feaft  when 
they  can  make  an  addition  of  a  few  muftrooms,  which 
they  commonly  gather  themfelves  This  is  a  vegetable!, 
of  which  the  Italian  proverb  fays,  “  Mufhrooms,  well 
pickled  with  fpices,  may  do  no  harm,  but  can  do  no 
good.” 

God,  who  has  comibanded  us  to  fcparate  the  clean  from 
the  impure,  and  has  taught  us  what  we  may  eat  without 
pollution,  grant,  that  we  may  not,  either  through  neceffi- 
ty,  or  to  indulge  our  appetites,  tafte  of  any  thing  which 
has  in  it  the  leaft  of  the  feven  maledidions. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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XIII. — To  Abubechir  Hali,  Merchant  in  Aleppo. 

Thou  telleft  me  a  tragical  ftory  of  one  of  thy  wives, 
that  fhe  is  become  a  fugitive,  and  gone  away  with  thy 
Have  Lorenzo,  whom  I  remember  to  have  feen  at  thy 
houfe  at  Conftantinople.  Either  thou  wert  too  unkind  to 
them  both,  or  gaveft  them  both  too  much  liberty:  which¬ 
soever  of  thefe  ways  thou  haft  exceeded,  thou  art  in  the 
fault.  Too  great  an  indulgence,  either  to  a  wife  or  a 
fervant,  makes  them  prefumptuous ;  and  too  great  Seve¬ 
rity  hardens  them  to  defpair.  However,  Since  it  is  fo,  I 
•advife  thee  to  comfort  thyfelf  with  this  thought,  that 
thdU  art  rid  of  two  evils.  Had  they  proved  faithful, 
they  would  not  have  merited  that  title  ;  but  now  they 
are  neither  worthy  of  thy  grief,  nor  of  thy  revenge. 

But  if  thou  art  refolved  to  purfue  them,  a  lie  not  my 
counfel  or  afiiftance  in  this  place,  where  I  ihould  have  as 
much  reafon  to  apprehend  danger  as  they.  It  is  true  1 
know  thy  flave  ;  but  were  I  to  meet  him  in  the  ftreets  of 
this  city,  I  ihould  be  very  unwilling,  by  difeovering  him, 
to  be  made  known  myfelf.  Befides,  thy  paffion  has  made 
thee  forget  that  the  Nazarenes  would  commend  his  wit, 
and  rejoice  in  his  fortune,  who  being  a  Have  to  one 
whom  they  efteem  an  inftdel,  has  now,  by  his  wife  con¬ 
duit,  purchafed  both  his  liberty  and  a  beautiful  mate, 
with  no  fmall  treafure. 

I  rather  advife  thee  to  apply  thyfelf  to  Jafmir  Sgire 
Rugial,  the  little  aftrologer  in  Aleppo,  who  perhaps  may 
tell  thee  fome  news  of  them.  There  is  not  a  ftar  in  the 
eighth  Sphere  can  ftir  without  his  being  privy  to  it  ;  and 
he  pretends  to  behold  in  their  motions  whatever  is  done 
on  earth. 

But  to  be  ferious,  thy  flave  was  an  ungrateful  fellow 
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thus  to  abufe  all  thy  favours.  Thou  hadft  made  him  in 
a  manner  mafter  of  all  thy  riches,  only  referving  thy 
wives  to  thyfelf ;  and  if  the  defire  of  liberty  tempted 
him  to  efcape,  he  ought  in  juflice  to  have  facriticed  his 
luft  to  the  regards  he  owed  thee.  But  every  flave  is  not 
a  Jofeph.  Lorenzo’s  villany  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  con¬ 
tinence  of  an  Italian  marquis. 

This  young  lord  fell  in  love  with  a  duchefs  of  fingular 
beauty,  but  knew  not  how  to  make  her  fenfible  of  it.  At 
length  fortune  favoured  him  with  an  opportunity  beyond 
his  expectation.  One  evening,  as  he  returned  from  hawk¬ 
ing,  he  paifed  through  the  fields  of  that  duchefs,  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  palace.  The  duke  her  hufband  and  fhe 
were  walking  together  as  the  young  lord  came  by.  The 
duke  feeing  his  train,  and  what  game  they  had  been  at, 
alked  him  fome  queftions  concerning  their  fport,  and  be¬ 
ing  of  an  hofpitable  dilpofition,  invited  him  into  his 
palace  to  take  a  collation.  Nothing  could  be  more  a- 
greeable  to  the  young  lover.  He  accepted  the  offer  ; 
and  here  commenced  an  acquaintance  which  made  way  in 
time  for  an  affignation  between  the  duchefs  and  him. 
He  was  let  into  the  gardens  one  night,  and  fo  conduded 
privately  to  her  chamber,  where  fhe  lay  ready  in  bed  to 
receive  him.  After  fome  compliments,  the  duchefs  faid, 
**  My  lord,  you  are  obliged  to  my  hufband  for  this  fa¬ 
vour,  who,  as  foon  as  you  were  gone  from  our  houfe,  the 
firft  time  we  faw  you,  gave  you  fuch  commendations  as 
made  me  conceive  an  immediate  paffion  for  you.” — “  Is 
it  true,  Madam  ?  (replied  the  young  lover,  already  half 
undreffed),  then  far  be  it  from  me  to  be  fo  ungrateful  to 
my  friend.”  With  that  he  put  on  his  garments  again, 
and  took  his  leave. 

But  it  cannot  be  expected  that  fo  much  virtue  fhould 
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be  found  in  a  have.  I  would  not  have  thee  vex  thyfelf 
for  what  cannot  be  recovered.  Adieu. 


Paris,  14th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XIV. — To  Solyman  his  Couftn. 

X  cannot  approve  thy  Angularity,  in  prefcribing  to  thy¬ 
felf  a  rule  of  life  different  from  that  wherein  thou  wert 
educated,  and  from  the  laudable  manners  of  all  true  be¬ 
lievers.  Thou  hafl  not  done  well  in  deferting  the  public 
congregations  of  the  faithful,  to  follow  the  fuperftitions 
of  new  upflart  feels,  who,  whilft  they  profefs  greater 
purity  than  others,  do  fecretly  undermine  the  credit  of 
our  holy  lawgiver,  reproach  all  the  muffulmans  through¬ 
out  the  world,  and  introduce  libertinifm,  and  a- contempt 
of  the  majefty  which  cannot  behold  uncleannefs. 

Are  they  wifer  than  their  fathers,  who  for  fo  many 
ages  have  obeyed  the  facred  traditions  ?  Or  will  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  corredl  the  meffenger  of  God  ?  He  commanded 
us  to  obferve  the  purifications  taught  by  the  angel. — 
Whence  do  thefe  innovators  derive  their  new-founded  au¬ 
thority  of  difpenfing  with  the  pofitive  injunctions  of  Hea¬ 
ven  ?  Will  they  enter  into  the  blafphenry  of  the  infidels, 
and  fay,  the  Prophet  was  a  feducer,  and  that  the  Alco¬ 
ran  is  but  a  colledlion  of  fables  ?  If  they  believe  the 
pages  replenifhed  with  truth  and  reafon,  why  do  they 
feek  to  retrench  the  divine  commandments,  and  traverfe 
the  law  tranfported  from  Heaven  ?  Is  it  an  argument  of 
their  piety,  that  they  carve  out  to  themfelves  fuch  a  reli¬ 
gion  as  fuits  with  their  licentious  fpirits  ?  and  that  they 
pick  and  choofe  fuch  precepts  as  indulge  them  mod;  in  a 
earelefs  life  ?  Is  this  to  be 'muffulmans,  that  is,  rengned, 
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when  they  will  not  obey  the  fovereign  lawgiver  of  heaven 
and  earth,  but  upon  their  own  conditions  ?  Coufin,  I 
counfel  thee  to  beware  of  thefe  fchifmatics,  who,  by 
breaking  the  union  of  the  true  believers,  fecretly  oppofe 
the  eternal  unity  itfelf,  on  which  our  mighty  empire  is 
founded,  and  rolls. 

I  am  obliged  to  the  poll,  who  waits  at  my  door  till  I 
have  finilhed  my  difpatches  ;  therefore  I  cannot  now  an- 
fwer  thy  letter  at  large  :  another  time  expedl  a  more  am¬ 
ple  expollulation.  Meanwhile,  I  advife  thee  to  return 
to  the  practice  from  which  thou  art  fallen  :  Go  to  the 
alfemblies  of  thofe  who  pour  out  devout  orifons  :  keep  a 
clean  Ikin,  and  a  pure  heart,  and  make  not  thyfelf  a  com¬ 
panion  of  fwine. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  164^. 

/ 


XV. —  To  Hasnadar  Bassy,  Chief  Treafurer  to  the 
Grand  Signior. 

T his  day  Paris  makes  a  figure  like  ancient  Rome,  when 
that  millrefs  of  the  world  honoured  her  generals  with 
public  triumphs,  at  their  return  from  the  conquered  na¬ 
tions.  The  llreets  are  hung  with  tapeftry,  and  ftrewed 
with  laurels  ;  the  (hops  are  Ihut  up  ;  the  young  men  and 
virgins  are  clothed  in  their  bell  array  ;  they  walk  up  and 
down  in  conforts,  finging  the  Duke  of  Enguien’s  praife; 
whillt  the  old  and  decrepid  lit  at  their  doors  to  fee  the 
hero  make  his  entry,  and  rehearfe  the  memoirs  of  their 
former  years.  With  tears  of  joy  they  heap  bleflings  on 
the  vi&orious  youth,  as  he  rides  along  ;  and,  throwing 
their  age  and  crutches  by  for  a  while,  they  confecrate  the 
xeft  of  the  cjay  to  t,he  public  jubilee. 
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Wouldft  thou  know  the  occafion  of  all  this  joy  ?  It  is 
to  welcome  this  prince  home  from  the  fuccefsful  toils  of 
war  ;  for,  let  his  courage  and  conduft  be  what  it  will,  if 
he  had  made  a  fruitlefs  campaign,  his  entertainment  had 
been  different  :  but  Fortune  has  been  propitious  to  him; 
and  the  happy  event  of  his  arms  crowns  him  with  glory. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  the 
camp,  the  command  of  the  whole  army  devolved  on  this 
general,  whofe  fiery  genius  would  not  let  him  reft,  till  he 
had  done  fomething  worthy  of  the  chara&er  he  aimed 
at. 

His  firft  attempt  was  on  a  place  of  no  great  ftrength, 
called  Furnes,  which  he  took  with  eafe.  Then  he  march¬ 
ed  to  Dunkirk,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  towns  in  Europe. 
There  was  in  it  at  that  time  a  garrifon  of  five-and-twenty 
hundred  foot,  arid  three  hundred  horfe,  commanded  by  a 
nobleman  of  great  valour ;  I  think  they  call  him  the 
Marquis  de  Leide.  This  governor  did  fo  many  brave 
things  in  defence  oft  this  place,  as  even  furpaffed  his  own 
fame,  and  the  expe&ations  of  others,  though  both  were 
very  great.  Yet,  at  length,  he  was  forced  to  yield  to 
the  courage  and  fortune  of  the  young  duke,  and  that  at 
a  time  when  the  other  Spanifh  generals  were  coming  to 
his  relief.  The  town  was  furrendered  on  the  7th  of  this 
moon  ;  and  the  duke,  having  left  the  necelfary  commands 
to  the  marefchals  his  lieutenants,  is  come  home  to  receive 
the  acclamations  of  the  people,  the  honour  of  a  public 
triumph,  and  the  particular  careffes  of  the  king,  and  the 
whole  court.  Amidft  all  this  applaufe  and  glory,  he  mull 
be  content  to  Hand  the  fhock  of  envy,  which  always  en¬ 
deavours  to  leffen  the  reputation  of  the  brave  and  he¬ 
roic. 

As  for  Mahmut,  he  neither  envies  nor  admires  the 
fading  honours  of  mortality  ;  knowing,  that  when  a  man 
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is  on  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  human  glory,  he  Hands 
uneafy,  nor  can  he  defcend  from  thence  but  by  a  pre¬ 
cipice. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646, 


XVI. — To  Ibrahim  Hali  Cheik,  a  Man  of  the  Law. 

If  it  be  a  fign  of  a  ilouriihing  Hate  when  vices  are  fup- 
preffed,  one  would  prefage,  that  Paris  is  in  a  thriving 
condition.  The  governor  of  this  city  has  newly  publifn- 
ed  an  edict,  forbidding  all  Hews  and  brothel-houfes,  un¬ 
de;  fevere  penalties,  banifhir.g  all  harlots,  and  fuch  as,  by 
the  toleration  of  the  government,  have  hitherto  made  a 
profeffion  of  whoredom,  getting  a  livelihood  by  debauch¬ 
ing  the  youth  of  the  city.  This  appears  a  great  novelty 
to  the  French,  who  in  this  matter  have  been  permitted 
all  along  to  live  in  an  unbridled  licentioufnefs.  The  lewder 
fort  exclaim  with  open  mouth  againft  this  unfeafonable  ri¬ 
gour  (as  they  call  it),  andthofe  who  are  alhamed  to  ap¬ 
pear  public  advocates  for  harlots,  yet  privately  murmur 
againft  their  fuperiors,  for  retrenching  a  liberty,  without 
which,  they  fay,  their  lives  would  be  uncomfortable. 

They  give  a  very  favourable  character  of  a  whore,  call¬ 
ing  her,  “  A  certain  kind  creature,  born  to  mitigate  the 
labours  and  foften  the  cares  of  human  life."  They  plead, 
that  fuch  women  are  neceffary  members  of  a  common¬ 
wealth  ;  whiLft,  with  their  careffes,  they  reftrain  libidi¬ 
nous  youth  from  falling  into  greater  enormities :  That 
the  Hate  receives  no  fmall  profit  from  the  tribute  which 
is  levied  on  thefe  houfes  of  pleafure  ;  and  that  therefore 
they  have  been,  and  are  permitted  in  all  countries :  That 
the  Holy  Father  himfelf  tolerates  an  infinite  number  of 
them  in  Rome,  which  neverthelefs  has  acquired  the  title 
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of  the  Holy  City  :  That  all  the  princes  in  Italy  have 
followed  his  example,  there  being  no  other  way  to  pre¬ 
vent  adulteries,  incefts,  and  the  vice  which  ought  not  to 
be  named :  That  the  ftate  regarded  not  the  morality  or 
immorality  of  mens  actions,  any  farther  than  they  tended 
to  the  public  welfare :  And,  in  fine,  that  fo  vail  a  num¬ 
ber  of  priefts,  and  religious,  ferved  for  no  other  end  but 
to  atone  by  their  facrifices,  prayers,  alms,  and  fadings, 
for  the  fins  of  the  people. 

Thefe  are  the  difcourfes  of  fuch  as  patronife  the 
corruption  of  government,  and  are  unwilling  to  be  wean¬ 
ed  from  a  wickednefs,  eftablifhed  by  immemorial  cu- 
ftom  in  the  city.  But  thofe  who  cherifh  an  efteem  for 
virtue,  and  an  incorrupt  life,  applaud  the  vvifdom  and  re- 
folution  of  the  magiftrate,  faying,  that  he  deferves  a  ila- 
tue  to  be  erected  to  his  memory,  who  firft  had  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  check  this  popular  evil,  and  introduce  an  inte¬ 
grity  of  manners. 

I,  who  was  bred  in  the  proreffion  of  purity,  and  the 
law  which  admits  no  pollution,  cannot  but  acquiefce  to 
the  fer.timents  of  the  latter ;  our  holy  lawgiver  having 
exprefsly  forbidden  the  practice  of  uncleannefs  and  for¬ 
nication  with  ftrangers,  and  women  that  proftitute  them- 
felves  to  all  lovers  ;  it  being  fufficient,  that  to  gratify  hu¬ 
man  paffion,  and  to  fweeten  the  toils  of  life,  he  has 
indulged  us  the  ufe  of  four  wives,  and  as  many  other 
females  as  we  can  purchafe,  either  by  the  fword  or  mo¬ 
ney. 

Adieu,  fage  Cheik  ;  and,  if  I  have  interrupted  thy 
more  important  ftudies  with  fo  trivial  a  fubiedt,  believe, 
that  it  is  for  want  of  a  proper  occafion  to  fignify  to  thee 
how  much  thou  art  in  my  thoughts  ;  and  that  I  would 
not  have  our  friendfhip  die  through  too  long  fiienge. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  loth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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XVII. — To  Mustapha,  Bajfa  of  SUt/lna. 

T he  fortune  of  war  lias  ravhhed  Afac  from  the  Grand 
Signior,  but  has  not  robbed  thee  of  the  glory  thou  ac- 
quiredft  three  years  ago  in  the  conqueft  of  that  city,  nor 
fullied  thy  prefent  arms  with  any  marks  of  difgrace,  that 
were  of  late  fo  vigorously  employed  to  relieve  it.  Had 
the  Mufcovites  performed  the  fame  part,  when  thou  didft 
encircle  that  neft  of  pirates  with  the  Ottoman  forces,  as 
they  have  now  done,  the  Coffacks  would  not  then  fo 
tamely  have  abandoned  their  native  feat,  and  left  the 
chara&ers  of  their  defpair  imprinted  in  the  ruins  of  their 
habitations.'  The  protedlion  of  that  potent  crown  has 
given  them  new  vigour  ;  and  it  is  to  the  valour  of  thofe 
northern  favages  they  owe  The  liberty  they  now  enjoy,  to 
fit  by  their  own  fires. 

The  Mufcovites  are  a  fierce  and  warlike  nation,  inur¬ 
ed  to  hardfhips  from  the  womb.  The  midwives  plunge 
the  new  born  infants  in  cold  water  ;  and  if  they  outlive 
not  that  trial,  the  mother  thinks  her  child  not  worth  a 
tear.  The  women  have  no  partial  tenderneffes  for  their 
babes,  but  cherifh  all  for  the  fervice  of  their  country ; 
they  teach  them  when  young,  to  roll  in  fnow,  and  bathe 
themfelves  in  ice  diffolved  to  water  ;  tney  make  them  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  extremities  of  heat  and  cold,  hunger, 
thirft  and  labour,  that  when  they  come  of  age,  and  can 
bear  arms,  they  may  go  boldly  to  the  wars,  and  bravely 
throw  their  lives  away  to  ferve  the  public  good.  In  this 
they'  feem  to  revive  the  wifdom  of  the  ancient  Spartans, 
who  gloried  in  nothing  fo  much  as  in  educating  their 
youth  hardy,  and  free  from  the  effeminate  foftneffes  of 
other  nations.  They  efteemed  infancy  and  youth  the 
fpring-time  of  good  manners,  when  virtue  is  in  the  blof- 
fom  :  If  that  be  nipped  or  blafted,  the  fruit  muff  prove 
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abortive  and  unprofitable  ;  therefore  they  took  care  to 
feafon  their  early  years  with  wholefome  inftru&ions,  and 
male  uline  exercifes. 

Who  among  the  warlike  Ofmans  does  not  laugh  at 
the  unmanly  education  of  the  Perfian  Sophi's,  who  being 
for  fo  many  years  confined  to  the  company  and  difci- 
pline  of  females,  feem  fitter  to  be  made  overfeers  of  a 
nurfery,  than  to  afcend  a  throne. 

But  thou  wilt  fay,  I  take  large  leaps  from  the  north 
of  Europe  to  one  of  the  moil  fouthern  tradls  in  Afia.  I 
was  difcourfing  of  the  Mufcovites,  and  the  afliftance  they 
afforded  the  Coffacks  in  recovering  Afac ;  I  paffed  from 
thence  to  the  manner  of  their  education  :  Permit  me  now 
to  divert  thee  with  fomething  peculiar  and  uncommon,  in 
the  character  of  the  Ruffian  women.  I  am  acquainted 
with  a  gentleman  in  this  city,  who  has  travelled  through 
all  that  part  of  Europe,  and  refided  fome  years  at  Mof- 
cow.  He  fays,  the  Ruffian  wives  think  themfelves  not 
beloved  by  their  hufbands,  unlefs  they  beat  them  every 
day.  They  take  his  correction  as  a  mark  of  his  favour 
and  efteem.  If  thefe  filly  females  are  angry  or  peevifh, 
he  has  no  other  way  to  court  them  into  a  better  humour, 
but  by  ftripes.  This  is  the  only  convincing  argument  of 
his  fovereignty  over  them,  the  demonftration  of  his  man- 
hood,  the  charm  which  fattens  both  their  love  and  obe¬ 
dience. 

He  highly  applauds  the  abfolute  refignation  which  the 
people  (how  to  their  great  duke,  in  that  they  pretend  not 
to  poffefs  their  eftates  and  lives,  but  through  his  favour, 
and  during  his  pleafure.  He  fays,  the  fucceffion  of  the 
Czars,  or  great  dukes  of  Ruffia,  was  in  former  times  de¬ 
termined  after  this  manner  :  A  great  ttone  was  placed  in 
a  large  field  belonging  to-  the  city  of  Mofcow  :  When 
any  Czar  died,  his  fons,  or  the  next  of  kin,  were  conduct- 
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ed  into  this  field,  and  placed  all  at  an  equal  diftance  from 
the  ftone  ;  then,  at  a  certain  fignal  given,  they  all  ran  to¬ 
gether  toward  it ;  and  he  that  firft  reached  it,  fo  as  to 
ftand  on  the  top  of  it,  was  eftablifhed  in  the  throne. 

The  reverence  which  thefe  people  pay  to  their  prince, 
may  in  part  be  afcribed  to  his  feldom  appearing  in  per- 
fon  to  them,  and  then  furrounded  with  his  boyars  or  no¬ 
bles,  in  the  moll  magnificent  equipage  that  can  be  flip- 
pofed  proper  to  ftrike  a  terror  and  awe  into  his  fubjedts, 
and  caufe  them  to  honour  him  as  little  lefs  than  a  god. 
The  eyes  of  the  vulgar  are  dazzled  with  fo  many  fplen- 
dours  of  filver,  gold  and  jewels  ;  and  when  the  great 
duke  makes  his  folemn  appearance,  or  cavalcade,  they  are 
almoft  ready  to  think,  that  heaven  has  defcended  to 
earth,  to  do  them  the  honour  of  a  vifit.  Thefe  are  the 
arts  of  Ruffian  policy,  by  which  fuch  an  infinite  number 
of  people  are  charmed  into  an  obedience  to  the  fovereign. 
Doubtlefs  the  majefty  of  a  king  receives  no  fmall  lultre 
from  external  ornaments,  the  multitude  being  captivated 
with  wliatfoever  is  gay  and  glittering.  Yet  our  glorious 
Sultans  fcorn  to  borrow  advantage  from,  or  owe  their 
grandeur  to  any  thing  but  their  exalted  blood,  and  fu- 
blime,  innate  virtues. 

But  every  nation  have  their  peculiar  cuftoms,  and  di- 
ftindt  reafons  of  ftate.  The  conftitution  of  all  govern¬ 
ments  is  not  alike.  The  model  of  Lacedemonian  policy 
would  fuit  ill  with  Athens. 

Thou  whofe  education  was  in  the  royal  Seraglio  of  the 
Ofman  emperors,  that  haft  been  inftrudted  to  imitate  the 
bee,  which  fucks  honey  from  every  flower  ;  thou  that 
knoweft  how  to  make  a  choice  of  good  examples,  and  to 
reject  the  ill ;  pradtice  the  valour  of  one  nation,  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  another,  the  frugality  of  a  third  ;  fo  {halt  thou 
be  confummate  in  virtue,  and  acquit  thyfelf  a  good  general. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  164 6. 
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’  XVIII. — To  Solyman,  Kyzlar  Aga,  Chief  of  the 
Black  Eunuchs . 

1am  juft  now  returned  to  my  chamber,  from  the  palace 
of  the  king.  As  I  pafted  along  the  ftreets,  I  faw  in  every 
face  the  fignaturea  of  a  profound  forrow,  which  feems  to 
have  diffufed  itfelf  over  their  whole  bodies  ;  for  both  the 
court  and  city  have  put  on  mourning  for  the  death  of 
Henry  Bourbon,  late  prince  of  Conde. 

He  was  not  full  fixty  years  of  age,  when  he  left  this 
vifible  world  to  be  new-born  in  a  region  utterly  unknown 
to  mortals.  The  French,  not  without  reafon,  lament  the 
lofs  of  a  man,  who,  to  fpeak  the  leaft  of  him,  buoyed  up 
the  domeftic  intereft  of  this  kingdom,  which  feemed  o- 
therwife  inclining  to  totter.  He  was  the  balance  which 
poifed  the  different  paffions  of  the  court  and  city,  by  his 
prudence  and  juftice  calming  both  into  a  peaceable  medi« 
ocrity. 

He  was  born  fome  moons  after  his  father’s  death, 
whom  the  moft  execrable  method  of  murdering  would  not 
fuffer  to  fpin  out  thofe  years  which  nature  would  have  in¬ 
dulged  him,  being  fnatched  away  by  poifon. 

Henry  IV.  fo  long  as  he  remained  without  ilfue,  fixed 
his  eyes  on  this  pofthumous  young  prince,  and  gave  him 
an  education  fuitable  to  one  whom  fate  had  defigned  to 
be  the  heir  of  the  crown.  Yet  afterwards  jealoufy  cool¬ 
ed  his  affeflion,  when  the  prince  had  married  Charlotte 
the  duke  of  Montmorency’s  daughter,  whom  Henry  IV. 
loved  to  a  degree  of  pafiion. 

It  is  dangerous  to  have  a  fovereign  prince  one’s  rival 
in  love.  That  match  had  well  nigh  ruined  the  young 
prince  of  Conde.  He  was  forced  to  fly  into  Holland 
with  his  princefs,  and  make  that  province  the  fanttuary 
of  her  honour.  From  thence  he  travelled  through  Ger- 
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many,  and  returned  not  to  France  till  after  the  murder 
•of  Henry  IV. 

During  the  minority  of  Lewis  XIII.  he  headed  the 
fa&ions,  affe&ing  to  become  popular.  Were  it  not  for 
this  ambition,  his  life  had  been  without  blemifh,  and  he 
might  have  blown  out  Diogenes’s  mid-day  candle  :  but 
no  man  is  free  from  fault.  All  the  difference  between 
the  virtuous  and  vicious  confifts  in  this,  that  one  commits 
fewer  crimes  than  the  other,  and  thofe  not  by  intention 
or  habit,  but  through  the  infuperable  proclivity  of  na¬ 
ture.  Every  man  has  his  genial  vices,  his  conflitutional 
errors  ;  and,  though  he  may  appear  a  faint  in  all  things 
elfe,  yet  in  thefe-he  will  ftill  be  a  flnner. 

He  fuffered  five  years  imprifonment  in  the  Eaflile, 
which  is  a  place  put  to  the  fame  ufe  as  the  Caftle  of  the 
Seven  Towers  in  Conflantinople.  The  princefs  his  wife 
was  his  companion  all  the  time,  and  fhared  in  his  misfor¬ 
tunes  as  well  as  his  profperity. 

During  that  tedious  confinement,  he  became  father  of 
a  daughter,  who  was  afterwards  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Longueviile  ;  and,  when  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  he  begot 
the  Duke  of  Enguien,  now  Prince  of  Conde,  and  t^ie 
Prince  of  Conti. 

The  French  fpeak  well  of  the  departed  prince.  He 
was  of  a  lively  fpirit,  cheerful  and  affable  in  converfation, 
mixing  daily  recreations  with  his  feverer  bufinefs,  regu¬ 
larly  obfervmg  order  in  all  his  affairs.  Yet  they  fay  he 
was  covetous,  having  heaped  up  great  treafures  by  a  par- 
fimony  which  none  of  that  blood  had  ever  before  prac- 
tifed. 

On  his  death-bed,  he  recommended  two  things  to  the 
pra&ice  of  his  fon,  the  Duke  of  Enguien,  “  Never  to  re¬ 
venge  a  private  injury  and,  “  freely  to  hazard  his  life 
for  the  public  good.” 
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I  chofe  to  tranfmit  to  thee  the  news  of  this  prince’s 
death,  w:th  this  brief  account  of  his  life,  and  character  of 
his  difpofition,  in  regard  thou  haft  fecn  him  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  I  remember  to  have  heard  thee  fpeak  in  his 
praife. 

Continue  to  love  Mahmut,.  who  is  never  forgetful  to 
oblige  his  friends. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XIX. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Th  e  polls  front  Catalonia  cante  in  laft  night  laden  with 
ill  news  from  the  army,  which  has  been  forced  to  decamp 
from  before  Lerida,  leaving  the  greateft  part  of  their  ar¬ 
tillery  to  the  Spaniards.  That  place  was  always  fatal  to 
the  French  ;  yet  the  paffion  of  the  court  vents  itfelf 
on  the  Count  de  Harcourt,  becaufe  he  could  not  reverfe 
the  decrees  of  deftiriy.  Ail  his  former  meritorious  ac¬ 
tions  feem  now  to  be  cancelled  by  this  one  difgrace, 
though  it  was  unavoidable  ;  fo  peevilh  are  princes  when 
their  expectation';  are  crofted.  Some  fufpeft  him  guilty 
of  private  correfpondence  ;  others  tax  him  with  cowar¬ 
dice.  All  this  is  during  the  heat  of  their  refentments  : 
the  fame  perfons,  it  may  be,  will  change  their  cenfure, 
when  they  confider  that  he  had  lain  before  it  feven 
moons,  even  till  the  trenches  of  his  camp  were  filled 
with  fnow,  and  that  his  foldiers  died  of  famine  or  cold  ; 
for  the  winter  began  to  be  infupportable,  and  the  coun 
try  was  barren  of  all  things  necelfary  to  fuftain  fuch  an 
army.  I  cannot  fee  wherein  this  general  deferves  re¬ 
proach,  unlefs  it  be  a  crime  to  be  a  man,  and  to  have 
the  command  ol  fuch  as  are  made  of  flelh  ar.d  blood  as 
•well  as  he. 


142 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  III. 


In  Italy  the  French  have  taken  Piombino  and  Porto 
Longone.  This  latter  is  the  moil  important  town  in  the 
Ifle  of  Elbe,  yet  was  not  able  to  fuftain  above  nineteen 
days  fiege. 

They  fay  there  is  a  fountain  in  this  ifland  whofe  wa¬ 
ters  flow  at  the  fun-rifing,  but  in  the  evening  are  dried 
up.  The  fuperftitious  have  odd  conceits  of  this  fountain, 
relifhing  of  the  ancient  pagan  vanities  ;  but  the  learned 
attribute  it  to  natural  caufes.  So  the  Jews  tell  of  a  ri¬ 
ver  in  the  eaft  that  Hands  ftill  on  the  feventh  day  of  the 
week.  This  they  adduce  as  a  confirmation  of  their  law, 
which  commands  them  to  reft  from  labours  on  the  fe¬ 
venth  day,  becaufe  on  that  day  God  refted  from  forming 
the  creatures  of  the  world,  i  hey  fay  alfo,  that  the  fa- 
tyrs  and  other  monfters  of  the  defart  fhun  the  light  of 
the  fun  that  day,  hiding  themfelves  in  caverns  of  the 
earth,  and  curfing  the  Sabbath,  becaufe  it  furprifed  God 
before  he  had  quite  finiflied  their  forms ;  for  which  rea- 
fon  they  are  imperfect  and  monftrous  to  this  day. 

The  Divine  Unity,  who  is  the  root  of  all  numbers, 
and  has  confecrated  the  number  feven  to  many  myfterious 
ends,  grant,  that  neither  thou  nor  I  may  forget  the  an- 
fwers  we  muft  give  to  the  feven  queftions  of  the  porter  of 
paradife. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  rath  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 


XX. — To  Bajazet,  Bcffa  of  Greece. 

Xt  appears  to  me.  by  evident  fymptoms,  that  there  is 
fome  deep  deflgn  a-foot  in  this  court.  The  grandees  al- 
femble  often,  and  fit  late.  Extraordinary  couriers  are 
fent  out,  and  come  in  at  all  hours  of  the  night.  Strange 
reports  are  induftrioufly  fpread  about  the  citj .  1  lading 
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is  at  a  Hand,  the  bankers  referved,  and  little  money  ftir- 
ring,  which  makes  the  populace  murmur.  They  com¬ 
plain  of  the  times,  as  is  ufual  in  public  difcontents  :  The 
old  difeourage  and  incenfe  the  young,  by  making  compa¬ 
nions  of  this  age  and  reign  with  the  happy  days  of  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Great.  They  fill  their  ears  with  golden  ftories  of 
former  times  ;  and  infpiring  into  them  a  love  of  the  paft, 
they  equally  introduce  a  hatred  of  the  prefent  govern¬ 
ment.  Thefe  are  the  common  artifices  of  fa&ion ;  and 
though  none  appears  yet  under  any  diftind  name  or  title, 
yet  it  is  eafy  to  prognofticate  from  thefe  preludes,  that 
ere  long  the  mafk  will  be  taken  off,  and  fedition  will  fhow 
herfelf  barefaced. 

The  other  day  a  fellow  run  crying  through  the  ftreets, 
God  fave  the  king,  but  the  devil  take  the  Italian.  He 
was  followed  by  a  few,  and  thofe  of  the  moft  contempt¬ 
ible.  Yet  no  officer  or  magiftrate  in  this  city  would 
caufe  him  to  be  apprehended,  or  attempt  to  fupprefs  the 
mutiny  he  was  railing.  The  citizens  fmiled  at  his  bold- 
nefs,  and  money  was  brought  him  from  unknown  hands  : 
The  women  bleffed  him  as  a  prophet,  and  the  virgins  fell 
down  before  the  altars  on  his  behalf ;  the  temples  were 
crowded  with  votaries,  or  rather  with  the  fautors  of  this 
new  fedition ;  as  if  they  ftrove  to  draw  their  gods  into 
the  cabal,  and  would  make  heaven  itfelf  abett  their  tu¬ 
mults.  His  train  increafed  as  he  meafured  the  ftreets  ; 
till  at  length  he  was  feized  by  the  royal  guards,  the  rab¬ 
ble  difperfed,  and  all  things  reftored  to  quiet.  That 
night  a  double  watch  was  kept  throughout  the  city  ;  the 
fellow  was  ftridtly  examined,  and  put  to  the  rack  ;  yet 
no  confeffion  could  be  extorted  from  him,  fave,  “  That 
the  public  good  induced  him  to  take  this  courfe  ;  that 
the  tyranny  and  oppreffion  which  Cardinal  Mazarini  ex- 
ercLed  were  infvipportable  ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  fa- 
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crifice  his  life  for  the  welfare  of  his  country.”  He  is 
condemned  to  the  galleys  during  his  life  ;  and  great  en¬ 
deavours  are  ufed  to  find  out  the  authors  of  this  novelty; 
for  he  is  looked  on  but  as  an  inftrument  fet  at  work  by 
fome  malcontents  of  higher  quality,  and  the  forerunner 
of  fome  more  formidable  infurredlion. 

Proclamations  are  iffued  out  to  forbid  all  difeourfe  of 
{late  matters  ;  but  the  people  fpare  not  to  whifper  their 
fentiments. 

The  young  king  is  taken  ill,  which  augments  the  pub¬ 
lic  jealoufy  :  Men  ihake  their  heals,  and  look  dejected  as 
they  walk  along  the  ftreets.  Some  menace  revenge  with 
their  furrowed  brows,  others  fpeak  openly  that?  the 
kingdom  is  fold  to  ftrangers.  A  general  conRernation 
'  and  diforder  has  feized  all,  while  their  fears  prompt  them 
daily  to  expedt  a  change.  To  obviate  the  mifehiefs 
which  thofe  popular  paihons  threaten,  foldiers  are  drawn 
from  divers  parts  of  the  country  by  Ivlazarini’s  order, 
and  by  infenfible  companies  quartered  up  and  down  Pa¬ 
ris.  Between  thefe  and  the  citizens  there  happen  divers 
quarrels  ;  frequent  murders  are  committed  ;  while  the 
night,  which  covers  all  things  with  darknefs,  ferves  to 
fhroud  their  mutual  outrages  and  piivate  revenges.  Thus 
the  public  calamities  are  cherifhed  :  What  will  be  the  if- 
fue,  time  will  evince. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  affairs  of  Germany  and  Swede- 
land  feem  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  compofqre.  Divers 
treaties  are  on  foot  in  order  to  a  general  peace  in 
ChriRendom.  The  ambaffadors  and  deputies  cf  the  fc- 
veral  contefting  crowns  have  frequent  conferences;  but 
each  party  infills  fo  vehemently  on  circumftantials,  that 
nothing  but  fruitlefs  demurs  conclude  their  meetings. 
France  has  a  great  ftroke  in  all  thefe  affairs ,  and  it  is 
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grown  to  a  proverb,  “  That  Cardinal  Mazarini  carries  all 
the  courts  of  Europe  in  his  bcfoui.” 

The  Swedes  >:reat  like  viftors  ;  and  the  Germans, 
though  much  enfeebled,  yet  cannot  forget  the  majefty  of 
the  imperial  fceptre.  The  Danes  have  an  intereft  to  pro- 
fecute,  and  the  Poles  are  not  without  their  pretenllons. 
National  pride  and  honour  have  a  great  influence  on 
thefe  crowns.  But  the  Hollanders,  like  merchants,  aft 
according  to  the  rules  of  profit :  They  ftand  on  no  punc» 
tilios,  but  fucli  as  advance  their  traffic,  knowing  that 
money  is  the  nerves  of  war.  In  this  they  are  to  be 
efteemed  wife,  their  commonwealth  being  as  yet  but  in  her 
nonage,  her  ftrength  not  knit,  nor  fhe  in  a  capacity  to 
wreitle  with  her  potent  neighbours. 

England  finds  bufinefs  enough  at  home  to  employ  both 
her  money,  wit  and  arms  ;  nor  can  fhe  be  at  Ieifure  to 
attend  to  foreign  tranfaftions. 

Spain  ever  follows  the  intereft  of  the  German  court,  it 
being  the  unalterable  maxim  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  To 
remain  united,  and  aggrandife  itfelf. 

Italy  has  various  interefts  ;  and  Venice,  in  particular, 
is  in  ftrift  friendfhip  with  this  court. 

Portugal  is  {till  upon  her  guard  againft  the  reftlefs 
Spaniards;  and  Don  Juan  de  Braganza  makes  foreign 
alliances. 

The  Supreme  Monarch  of  the  vifible  and  invifible 
worlds,  who  fits  on  the  throne  of  Adamant,  under  the 
covert  of  the  eternal  tree,  grant,  that  the  diftraftions  of 
thefe  infidel  princes  and  ftates  may  continue  till  the  time 
appointed  by  fate  (hall  come,  wherein  the  faithful  Ofmarie 
{hall  poflefs  the  red  apple. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1646. 
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XXI. — To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  Brother. 

I  thought  myfelf  forgotten  by  the  fon  of  my  mother, 
who  has  fuffered  fo  many  decades  of  moons  to  meafure 
out  the  term  of  his  unkind  filence,  and  of  my  melan¬ 
choly.  It  is  now  three  years  fince  I  heard  from  thee  :  But 
I  will  not  complain  of  a  fault  fo  ingenuoufly  expiated, 
though  late.  Thou  haft  made  me  ample  amends  in  fend¬ 
ing  me  fuch  an  elaborate  and  fuccinft  hiftory  of  thy  tra¬ 
vels  ;  in  reading  of  which  I  know  not  whether  my  plea- 
fure  or  profit  is  greater.  Thoti  haft  fo  interwoven  de¬ 
lightful  adventures  of  thy  own,  and  pleafant  paflages  of 
others,  with  curious  and  folid  obfervations,  that  a  man 
improves  himfelf  infenfibly,  whilft  the  charming  language 
and  mifcellany  ferve  as  a  fpur  at  once  to  roufe  and  fallen 
his  attention  to  points  of  rnoft  ufeful  knowledge. 

The  Chriftians  are  apt  to  defpife  the  true  believers,  as 
a  company  of  ignorant  people,  unacquainted  with  the 
world,  unpolifhed  both  in  their  underftandings  and  man¬ 
ners,  not  verfed  in  the  liberal  fciences,  nor  addidled  to 
the  ftudy  of  any  thing  but  riches  and  honour,  and  how 
to  augment  the  mulfulman  empire.  They  confider  not 
at  the  fame  time,  that  God  has  made  us  rational  crea¬ 
tures  as  well  as  them,  has  endued  us  with  the  fame  natu¬ 
ral  faculties,  and  that  in  all  nations  he  has  infpired  fome 
with  a  thirft  of  knowledge,  furnifhing  them  alfo  with 
the  abilities  and  means  to  attain  it.  They  confider  not, 
that  if  printing  be  prohibited  among  us,  it  is  to  fupprefs 
the  multitude  of  unprofitable  books,  with  which  Europe 
too  much  abounds;  and  that  in  their  Head  we  have  many 
thoufands  of  induftrious  feribes,  whofe  whole  employ¬ 
ment  is  to  tranllate  the  moft  excellent  and  learned  trea¬ 
ties  of  the  ancients  ;  and  that  confequently,  a  ftudious 
Mahometan  cannot  be  deftitute  of  fuch  books  as  may  in- 
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ftrucl  him  in  true  philofophy,  found  morals,  and  hiftory 
of  the  mod  memorable  tranfadlions  in  the  world.  Af- 
furedly,  our  Arabia  may  boall  of  her  Avicens,  Mefues, 
Averroes,  Halis,  and  Albumazars,  and  that  fhe  has 
brought  forth  many  others  who  need  not,  in  any  point 
of  human  or  divine  learning,  yield  the  palm  to  the  moll 
eminent  dodlors,  philofophers,  orators,  and  poets  among 
the  Chriftians. 

Add  to  this  the  equal  benefit  fome  of  our  belief  reap 
by  travelling  into  foreign  countries,  which  crowns  all 
their  lludies  with  experimental  knowledge  and  wifdom  ; 
rendering  them  as  familiar  with  the  different  natures  of 
men,  and  the  various  conftitutions  of  government,  as  be¬ 
fore  they  were  with  books. 

This  appears  evident  in  thy  letter,  which  is  replenilh- 
ed  with  fo  many  folid  remarks,  and  fage  comments  on 
the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  regions  through  which  thou 
haft  paffed,  their  religions,  ftrength,  and  riches,  and 
whatfoever  elfe  was  worthy  a  traveller's  notice,  that 
were  this  narrative  publifhed  in  Chriftendom,  the  Naza- 
renes  would  forbear  to  fpeak  fo  contemptibly  of  the  true 
believers. 

But  they  flatter  themfelves  with  a  falfe  notion,  that 
the  Ottomans  never  travel  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own 
empire,  except  the  public  Chiaufes,  who  are  fent  by  the 
Grand  Signior.  They  are  ignorant  that  the  auguft 
Porte  maintains  private  agents  in  all  nations,  and  that 
there  is  hardly  any  prince’s  court  in  Chriftendom  with¬ 
out  a  muffulman  in  it  one  time  or  other.  It  is  true,  we 
appear  not  in  the  garb  peculiar  to  the  Eaft.  Our  million 
requires  a  conformity  to  the  falhions  of  the  people  where 
we  refide.  But  we  will  retain  the  interior  veftment  of 
Mahometan  purity,  being  in  a  double  fenfe  circumcifed. 
Thus  we  become  mailers  of  the  Chriftians  fecrets,  whilft 
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they  account  us  ftupid,  ignorant,  and  rnen  void  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe. 

Belides,  had  we  not  this  advantage  in  thefe  weftern 
parts,  yet  the  univerfal  privilege  of  travelling  and  main¬ 
taining1  free  commerce  over  all  the  earl,  mud  needs  af- 
ford  great  opportunities  of  accomplilhment  to  fome,  a- 
mong  the  caravans  of  fo  many  thoufands  as  vifit  Perfia, 
India,  China,  Tartary,  and  all  places  where  the  faith  of 
the  miffioner  of  God  is  profefied. 

I  am  extremely  pleafed  with  thy  fortunate  efcapes 
from  robbers  on  the  road,  whofe  malice  rarely  extends 
farther  than  to  deprive  a  man  of  thofe  outward  goods, 
which,  if  he  be  wife,  he  will  not  call  his  own.  Much 
more  am  I  delighted  with  thy  deliverance  from  thofe  fe¬ 
male  thieves,  who  deal  from  men  their  hearts  and  rea- 
fon,  which  laft  is  our  nobleft,  and  only  proper  inherit¬ 
ance.  All  Perfia  and  the  Indies  abound  with  courtefans ; 
and  he  had  need  of  Ofmin’s  chaftity  who  would  with- 
ftand  fo  many  and  ftrong  temptations. 

Thou  needed  not  wonder  at  the  effeminacy  of  the 
arefent  Mogul,  who  differs  himfelf  and  his  date  to  be 
governed  by  women.  That  fubtle  and  afpiring  fex  have 
always  fought  to  undermine  or  over-reach  our  race. 
They  keep  behind  the  fcenes,  yet  aft  their  parts  in  all 
the  tragedies  and  revolutions  of  the  world.  The  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  prefent  Indian  King  made  an  abfolute  refig- 
nation  of  his  fovereignty  to  his  queen  for  four-and-twen- 
ty  hours.  This  prince,  by  a  drange  affeftation,  called 
himfelf,  King  of  the  world.  His  wife  was  the  daughter 
of  an  Arabian  captain,  who  had  ferved  him  in  the  wars ; 
but  having  forfeited  his  head  by  fome  notorious  treafon, 
his  daughter  went  and  threw  herfelf  at  the  Mogul’s  feet 
to  beg  his  life.  He  fell  pafiionately  in  love  with  her  (for 
{he  had  not  her  equal  for  beauty  m  all  the  Ead),  granted 
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her  petition,  and  married  her.  Afterwards  fhe  got  fuch 
an  empire  over  him,  that  he  would  do  nothing  without 
her  advice  and  confent.  At  her  inftigation  he  made  war 
or  peace ;  and  to  pleafe  her  cruel  humour,  he  put  out 
the  eyes  of  his  eldeft  fon.  But  not  fatisfied  with  thefe 
difcoveries  of  his  love,  and  refolving  to  make  herfelf 
famous  by  fome  extraordinary  aftion,  fhe  never  ceafed 
foliciting  the  king,  with  all  the  arts  of  female  policy, 
till  fhe  had  prevailed  on  him  to  furrender  up  his  autho* 
rity  to  her  for  the  fpace  of  a  day  ;  in  which  time  (hav¬ 
ing  prepared  all  things  beforehand  ready  for  her  pur- 
pofe)  fire  caufed  two  millions  of  rupees,  in  filver  and 
gold,  to  be  coined  and  ftamped  with  the  twelve  figns  of 
the  Zodiac,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  the  exprefs  prohibition  of  our  holy  Prophet,  and 
the  univerfal  practice  of  the  mulfulmans  throughout  the 
world,  who  admit  not  the  reprefentations  of  any  crea¬ 
tures  that  have  life.  This  relation  I  had  from  my  uncle 
Ufeph,  who  refided  in  the  Indian  court  eleven  years.  He. 
added,  moreover,  that  during  this  fhort  female  reign,  (he 
cut  off  the  heads  of  feven  grandees,  the  moft  zealous  for 
the  muflulman  faith  among  all  the  Indian  princes,  and 
eftabliflied  as  many  idolaters  in  their  places  ;  and  that,  if 
her  orders  had  been  fully  executed,  (he  had  quite  chan¬ 
ged  the  government,  confecrated  the  moft  beautiful 
mofques  to  the  iervice  of  idols,  exterminated  the  true 
faithful,  and  reftored  the  ancient  abominations  of  the 
infidels,  which  thou  wilt  not  think  imprafticable,  when 
thou  confidereft  that  the  number  of  the  uncircumcifed 
in  the  Indies  far  exceeds  that  of  the  muffulmans,  there 
being  ten  thoufand  of  thofe  to  an  hundred  of  fuch  as 
profefs  the  unity  of  the  divine  nature.  But  however, 
there  was  loyalty  found  even  among  thofe  Pagans  ;  and 
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they  would  not  fuffer  a  blind  zeal  for  the  worftiip  of  their 
gods,  to  fupplant  the  duty  they  owed  their  king. 

The  defcription  thou  haft  made  of  Candahar,  and  the 
method  thou  haft  projected  to  take  that  impregnable  city, 
difcover  at  once  thy  condudft  and  diligence,  in  procuring 
liberty  to  furvey  fo  narrowly  the  moft  important  place  of 
ih.  Indies,  and  thy  {kill  in  fortifications,  with  the  quick- 
nefs  of  thy  invention,  which  has  fuggefted  to  thee  that 
which  all  the  engineers  of  Afia  have  never  fo  much  as 
dreamt  of.  This  is  the  right  ufe  of  travelling,  when  a 
man  returns  from  foreign  nations  cultivated  with  experi¬ 
mental  knowledge,  and  ftocked  with  improvements  that 
may  render  him  ferviceable  to  his  country. 

Thou  condemned  the  injuftice  and  avarice  of  the  In¬ 
dian  Moguls,  who,  as  foon  as  any  of  the  Omrahs  or  great 
men  die,  caufe  all  his  eftate  .  and  goods  to  be  feized  to 
their  own  proper  ufe  ;  whereby  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  the 
widow  and  children  of  the  deceafed  are  reduced  to  the 
loweft  condition  of  poverty,  being  many  times  forced  to 
beg  for  a  fubfiftence.  It  is  true,  this  is  an  oppreffion 
not  to  be  juftified,  efpecially  in  thofe  who  profefs  to 
believe  in  one  God,  creator  of  all  things,  the  incorrupt 
judge  of  the  univerfe.  But  what  thinkeft  thou  then  of 
our  Sultans,  who  not  having  patience  to  wait  till  a  na¬ 
tural  death  {hall  make  them  heirs  to  the  wealth  of  a 
bafla,  generally  fecure  their  title,  and  haften  their  pof- 
feffion  by  a  bow-ftring  ?  Thefe  are  royal  violences,  though 
the  refignation  of  fubjedls  muft  not  tax  them  with  any 
crime,  who  are  accountable  to  none  but  God. 

It  was  however  a  notable  piece  of  raillery,  with  which 
the  widow  of  a  rich  merchant  reproved  this  unreafonable 
cuftom  in  the  prefent  Mogul :  Her  hulband  was  an  ido¬ 
later,  who  had  heaped  together  an  infinite  treafure  by 
trading  and  ufury,  and  when  he  died,  left  her  worth  two 
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hundred  thoufand  rupees.  Her  fon,  fome  years  after, 
coining  of  age,  demanded  of  her  a  ftock  to  fet  up  with 
as  a  merchant ;  which  fhe,  either  out  of  avarice,  or  for 
other  ends,  refufed  him  ;  furnifhing  him  only  with  fuch 
fmall  fums  as  ferved  to  nourifh  his  difcontent,  and  tempt 
him  to  a  lewd,  carelefs  life.  But  at  length,  not  being 
able  to  prevail  on  his  mother  to  part  with  fo  much  as 
would  anfwer  his  expectations,  he  complained  to  the 
Mogul,  difcloling  alfo  what  ellate  his  father  had  left. 
The  Mogul  being  informed  of  fo  much  riches,  fent  for 
the  young  man’s  mother,  and  commanded  her  to  fend 
him  half  her  money,  ordering,  that  the  other  half  ihould 
be  divided  between  herfelf  and  her  fon.  The  widow, 
not  being  at  all  furprifed  or  call  down  at  this  unjuft  pro- 
pofal,  made  the  Mogul  this  fhort  reply  :  “  O  king,  may 
the  gods  make  thee  happy  !  My  fon  has  fome  rcafon  to 
require  his  (hare  of  his  father’s  eftate,  having  his  blood 
running  in  his  veins  ;  but  I  defire  to  know  what  relation 
thou  art  to  my  hulband  or  me,  that  thou  claimed:  a  {hare 
in  his  inheritance.”  The  prince,  abalhed  at  fo  fmart  and 
bold  an  addrefs,  commanded  her  to  give  half  her  eftate 
to  her  fon,  and  fo  difmiffed  her. 

I  have  heard  fome  of  our  Chiaufes  praife  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  Mogul’s  court,  the  infinite  number  of  His 
attendants  ;  but  above  all,  they  extol  the  inimitable  gran¬ 
deur  of  his  throne,  which  is  adorned  with  fo  many  to¬ 
pazes,  rubies,  emeralds,  pearls,  and  diamonds,  as  amount 
to  thirty  millions  of  rupees.  But  were  it  not  much  bet¬ 
ter,  if,  inftead  of  ail  this  needlefs  glory,  he  could  boaft, 
that  his  empire  is  founded  in  the  hearts  of  his  fubjefts  ? 
He  does  not  confider,  that  fuch  prodigious  heaps  of  en¬ 
vied  treafure  are  but  fo  many  glittering  fnares,  golden 
manacles,  which  fervc  for  no  other  ufe  but  to  chain  him 
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up  from  that  freedom,  and  thofe  more  innocent  delights, 
that  the  meaneft  of  his  fubje&s  enjoy. 

Thou  haft,  I  perceive,  difcourfed  with  the  Indian  Bra- 
mins  :  Doft  not  thou  difcover,  even  in  thefe  idolaters,  a 
contempt  of  riches  ?  What  mean  thoughts  have  they  of 
the  fplendour  and  gaieties  of  the  court  ?  What  a  low 
efteem  of  the  long  and  proud  feries  of  titles  with  which 
the  Moguls  endeavour  to  exalt  themfelves  ?  Whilft  they 
are  called  the  lights  of  the  world,  and  companions  of 
the  fun,  thefe  poor  philofophers  know,  that  in  a  little 
time  they  (hall  be  laid  in  darknefs,  and  have  no  bet¬ 
ter  fociety  than  that  of  worms.  What  fignifies  their  pe¬ 
digree,  or,  that  the  prefent  Mogul  is  but  the  tenth  de¬ 
fendant  from  the  mighty  Tamerlane,  who  made  all  Alia 
tremble,  if  he  has  loft  the  virtue  of  his  glorious  anceftor  ? 
It  is  that  akne  makes  all  men  truly  noble. 

Thou  tefteft  me,  that  the  empire  of  the  Mogul  af- 
fo"ds  him  more  revenues  than  the  dominions  of  any  two 
the  mod  potent  monarchs  on  earth.  I  have  heard  as 
much  from  others,  which  convinces  me,  that  thou  haft 
informed  thykif  rightly  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  In¬ 
dies.  But  doft  thou  therefore  efteem  this  monarch  the 
richer  ?  Conlider  the  vaft  extent  of  his  dominions,  which 
are  faid  to  contain  more  than  fix  hundred  leagues  in 
length,  and  thou  wilt  find,  that  to  maintain  fo  great  a 
track  of  ground,  both  againft  his  foreign  and  domeftic 
enemies,  he  is  obliged  to  keep  in  conilant  pay  fome  mil¬ 
lions  of  his  fubjefts  aid  ftrangers  ;  for  he  is  in  the  midft 
of  enemies,  even  among  his  own  fubjefts.  There  are 
above  an  hundred  fovereigns  in  his  empire,  who  perpe¬ 
tually  by  turns  moleft  his  government,  refufing  to  pay 
tribute,  and  raifing  armies  againft  him ;  whereby  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  he  is  at  an  infinite  expenee  to  defend  him- 
felf,  and  carry  on  thofe  endlefs  wars  ;  thou  thyfelf  hav- 
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ing  obferved,  that  once  in  two  moons  there  is  an  indif- 
penfable  neceffity  of  paying  thefe  prodigious  armies,  not 
a  foldier  throughout  his  empire  having  any  thing  to  live 
on,  fave  the  wages  he  receives  of  the  king. 

Confider  alfo,  that  this  monarch  always  keeps  forcle 
thoufands  of  the  fineft  horfes  in  the  world  near  his  per- 
fon,  fuch  as  coft  him  thoufands  of  rupees  a-piece,  be- 
fides  a  thoufaud  elephants,  with  an  incredible  number  of 
mules,  camels,  and  other  beafts  of  burden,  to  carry  his 
wives,  his  goods,  and  proviiions,  when  he  takes  the  field  ; 
that  whole  cities,  even  as  large  as  Conftantinople,  are 
obliged  to  follow  the  king’s  camp  for  fubfiftence,  their 
livelihood  altogether  depending  on  the  army.  Add  to 
this,  the  immenfe  charges  of  his  feraglio,  his  cattles  and 
fea-port  towns,  with  all  the  other  neceflary  expences  of 
the  ftate,  and  thou  wilt  conclude,  that  when  this  poten¬ 
tate  comes  to  call  up  his  accounts,  he  will  find  himfelf  a 
poor  man. 

But  I  fhall  cloy  thee  with  a  rehearfal  of  fuch  things  as 
thou  canft  not  be  a  ftranger  to. 

Only  tell  me,  whether  one  of  the  raias  or  princes  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Mogul,  be  the  real  defcendant  of  Porus,  the 
ancient  king  of  India,  in  the  time  of  Alexander  the 
Great  ?  I  have  been  told  by  feveral  travellers,  that  there 
is  fuch  an  one,  that  his  name  is  Rana,  and  that  an  hun¬ 
dred  of  the  idolatrous  princes  pay  homage  to  him,  as  to 
their  natural  fovereign. 

Thou  confirmed  the  truth  of  what  has  been  fo  often 
reported  in  thefe  parts,  that  the  prince  of  Java  has  fix 
fingers  on  each  hand,  and  as  many  toes  on  his  feet. 

But  that  feems  very  ftrange  which  thou  related,  of  a 
certain  language  among  the  Indians,  which  is  not  vul¬ 
garly  fpoken  ;  but  that  all  their  books  of  theology,  and 
pande&s  of  their  laws,  the  records  of  their  nation,  and 
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the  treatifes  of  human  arts  and  fciences,  are  written  in 
it ;  and  that  this  language  is  taught  in  their  fchools,  col¬ 
leges,  and  academies,  even  as  Latin  is  among  the  Chrif- 
tians.  I  can'not  enough  admire  at  this ;  for  where  and 
when  was  this  language  fpoken  ?  How  came  it  to  be  dif- 
ufed  ?  There  feems  to  be  a  myftery  in  it,  that  none  of 
their  Bramins  can  give  any  other  account  of  this,  fave, 
that  it  is  the  language  wherein  God  gave  to  the  firfl 
creature  he  made  the  four  books  of  the  law,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  chronology,  was  above  thirty  millions  of 
years  ago.  I  tell  thee,  my  dear  brother,  this  news  has 
ftarted  fome  odd  notions  in  my  mind  ;  for  when  I  con¬ 
sider,  that  this  language,  as  thou  fayeft,  has  nothing  in 
it  common  with  the  Indian  that  is  now  fpoken,  nor  writh 
any  other  language  of  Aha,  or  of  the  world,  and  yet 
that  it  is  a  copious  and  regular  language,  learned  by 
grammar,  like  the  other  maternal  languages,  and  that, 
in  this  obfolete  language,  books  are  written,  wherein  it 
is  afferted,  that  the  world  is  fo  many  millions  of  years 
old  ;  I  could  almoft  turn  Pythagorean,  and  believe  the 
world  to  be  wdthin  a  minute  of  eternal.  And  where 
would  be  the  abfurdity  ?  lince  God  had  equally  the  fame 
infinite  power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  from  all  eternity, 
as  he  had  five  or  fix  thoufand  years  ago.  What  ihould 
hinder  him  then  from  exerting  thefe  divine  attributes 
fooner  ?  What  ihould  retard  him  from  drawing  forth  this 
glorious  fabric  earlier  from  the  womb  of  nothing  ?  Suffer 
thy  imagination  to  Hart  backwards  as  far  as  thou  canft, 
eyen  to  millions  of  ages,  and  yet  thou  canft  not  con¬ 
ceive  a  time  wherein  this  fair  unmeafurable  expanfe  was 
not  ftretched  out ;  as  if  nature  herfelf  had  engraven  on 
our  intellects  this  record  of  the  world’s  untraceable  anti¬ 
quity,  in  that  oar  ftrongeft,  fwifteft  thoughts,  are  far 
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too  weak  and  flow  to  follow  time  back  to  its  endlefs 
origin. 

The  revolution  in  China  furpaffes  the  common  changes 
in  kingdoms  and  empires  ;  there  is  fomething  exceffively 
tragical  in  the  cataftrophe  of  that  royal  houfe. 

Brother,  in  beholding  that,  thou  hall  feen  human  na- 
ture  in  a  trance ;  and  thou  art  fo  thyfelf,  if  after  this, 
thou  canfl  be  fond  of  any  thing  on  earth.  Traveller, 
adieu. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  ill  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


XXII. — To  Afis,  Bajfa. 

Several  difpatches  have  been  lately  fent  between  this 
court  and  that  of  Swedeland,  containing  rather  matter 
of  compliment  than  any  thing  of  great  importance. 
Queen  Chriltina  has  been  very  ill,  which  has  occafioned 
letters  of  condolence  from  the  Queen-regent  of  France. 

Thofe  which  come  from  that  part  fay,  that  General 
Torftenfon  is  made  a  count,  and  the  dignity  entailed  to 
his  pofterity,  in  recompence  of  his  eminent  fervices  to  the 
Swedifh  crown. 

Thefe  letters  add,  that  there  have  paffed  fome  high 
words  between  Monfieur  Chanut  and  the  Swedifh  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  ;  and  that  the  latter,  in  going  out  of  the 
chamber,  where  they  difcourfed,  laid  his  hand  upon  his 
fword,  with  thefe  words,  “  Monfieur  Chanut,  were  it 
not  for  the  fence  which  the  law  of  nations  has  railed  a- 
bout  your  perfon,  I  w'ould  anfvver  you  in  another  lan¬ 
guage.”  To  which  Monfieur  Chanut  replied,  “  That 
he  wmre  a  fword  to  defend  himfelf  and  his  private  honour, 
as  well  as  any  Swede  in  the  kingdom.” 

The  occafion  of  this  quarrel  was,  the  great  refort  of 
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Roman  Catholic  ftrangers  to  Monfieur  Chanut’s  chapel, 
which  gave  difguft  to  the  Swedes,  who  allow  not  the 
exercife  of  the  Roman  religion  within  their  territories. 
They  caftrate  all  the  priefls  of  that  communion  whom 
they  find,  and  profecute  the  laity  with  rigorous  penal¬ 
ties.  But  Monfieur  Chanut  pleaded  the  law  of  nations  j 
and  when  the  fecretary  told  him,  that  the  queen  per¬ 
mitted  him  and  his  family  the  liberty  of  their  religion, 
but  defired  him  not  to  admit  any  other  perfons  of  what 
nation  foever,  this  minifter  replied,  “  That  he  could  not 
receive  as  a  favour,  or  permiffion  from  her  majefty,  the 
liberty  of  exercifing  his  religion,  fince  he  held  it  only  of 
his  mailer,  the  King  of  France,  who  had  fent  him  thi¬ 
ther,  and  that  he  would  not  Ihut  the  door  of  his  chapel 
againft  any  that  would  come  in  5  that  their  law,  which, 
according  to  their  own  calcule,  was  made  about  two 
thoufand  years  after  the  foundation  of  their  ellate,  could 
not  abrogate  the  law  of  nations,  which  is  eternal ;  that 
this  perpetual  law  gave  particular  privileges  to  certain 
perfons,  and  efpecially  to  the  minilters  of  foreign  princes  j 
that  their  new  law,  fuch  as  it  was,  being  only  made  to 
maintain  the  public  worlhip,  refpedled  not  what  was 
done  in  the  houfe  of  a  foreign  minifter,  by  a  fpecial  pri¬ 
vilege,  it  being  of  no  confequence  to  the  ftate,  whether 
fuch  foreigners  ferved  God  or  not,  or  whether  they  wor- 
Ihipped  him  in  a  right  or  wrong  way ;  that  no  Swede 
came  to  his  chapel,  but  only  fome  French,  who  were  fo- 
journers  in  the  land  ;  that  they  did  not  ufe  the  Swedifh 
ambaffadors  fo  in  France,  who  admitted  whom  they 
pleafed  into  their  chapels  ;  that  the  houfe  where  he  now 
dwelt,  was  the  houfe  of  the  King  of  France,  and  that 
therefore  he  could  not  by  confequence  refufe  any  Catho¬ 
lics  an  entrance  into  it,  efpecially  fuch  as  were  born  fub- 
jedls  of  his  mailer  5  and,  in  fine,  that  it  was  very  rude  to 
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oblige  him  to  be  the  executioner  of  this  fevere  law,  in 
requiring  him  to  ihut  his  doors  upon  his  countrymen,  a- 
gainft  the  common  laws  of  hofpitality,  the  honour  of  a 
public  minifter,  and  the  pleafure  of  the  king  his  fove- 
reign.” 

To  this  the  fecretary  made  fomething  too  tart  a  reply  ; 
whereupon  words  increafing  between  them,  and  the 
French  ambaffador  being  refolute  to  'affert  his  privilege, 
the  fecretary  broke  out  into  a  pafiion,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  fword,  as  he  wav 
leaving  the  room. 

The  Swedes  are  naturally  a  rugged,  furly  people,  as 
are  all  the  Northern  Europeans.  They  are  ftrangers  to 
civility,  and  the  gentle  addrefs  of  the  French.  Yet  the 
queen,  when  fire  heard  of  this  paffage,  was  angry  with 
her  minifter,  and  excufed  his  rudenefs  to  Monfieur  Cha- 
nut  ;  telling  him,  That  the  fecretary  was  a  faithful  fer- 
vant,  but  had  been  educated  among  the  bears  of  the 
foreft. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  ftory,  which  the  French 
tell  of  another  ambaffador,  whom  Lewis  XIII.  fent  to 
the  court  of  Spain.  The  Spaniards  are  of  a  haughty 
temper,  expe&ing  more  than  ordinary  fubmiffions  from 
thofe  who  approach  the  king’s  prefence.  This  ambaf¬ 
fador,  on  the  fame  ground,  was  required  to  do  fome 
homage,  which  would  not  confift  with  the  inftruftions  of 
his  mafter,  and  therefore  he  refufed  to  comply.  The 
King  of  Spain,  thinking  to  put  him  out  of  countenance, 
Lid  aloud,  “  What !  has  the  King  of  France  no  other 
men  in  his  court,  that  he  fends  to  me  fuch  a  fool  as 
this?”  To  which  the  ambaffador  replied,  “  My  mafter 
has  many  wifer  men  than  myfelf  about  him  ;  but  to  fuch 
a  king,  fuch  an  ambaffador.” 

Thou  wilt  not  perhaps  approve  fuch  raillery  as  this  to 
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crovrned  heads,  who  ought  to  be  treated  with  reverence 
and  gravity  ;  yet,  I  belie've,  thou  wilt  condemn  the 
cruelty  of  a  Duke  of  Mufcovy,  who  earned  the  hat  of  a 
French  ambatTador  to  be  nailed  to  his  head,  for  fitting 
covered  before  him.  This  is  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
the  Eaft,  who  abhor  to  fee  a  man  bareheaded. 

But  every  nation  has  its  mode  ;  and  I,  according  to 
the  falhion  of  my  country,  kifs  the  border  of  thy  veft, 
in  token  of  my  fubmiffion  and  refpect. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  16.17. 


XXIII. — To  ihe  Mufti,  Moft  Venerable  and  zvor  thy  of 
all  Honour. 

Th  e  critics,  who  fpend  their  time,  and  manifeft  their 
wit,  in  defcanting  on  the  court  and  the  grandees,  find 
perpetual  matter  of  difeourfe  concerning  Cardinal  Ivla- 
zarini.  His  daily  actions  furnifh  them  with  new  themes, 
and  fometimes  they  rehearfe  the  old.  They  compare 
him  with  Lis  predecefior  Richlieu,  and  with  Cardinal 
Ximenes,  a  Spanilh  minitter.  They  term  thefe  three, 
the  Trinity  of  Chrittian  Statesmen  ;  thus  diftinguifning 
their  perfonal  characters  :  Richlieu,  they  fay,  was  craf¬ 
ty,  covetous,  and  revengeful ;  Xirnenes  was  politic,  fe- 
vere,  and  valiant ;  Mazarini  is  wife,,  merciful,  and  li¬ 
beral. 

The  firft  made  good  his  character,  they  fay,  in  heap¬ 
ing  up  fuch  prodigious  treafures  ;  in  raifing  all  thofe  of 
his  family  or  dependence,  to  the  higheft  honours ;  in  oc- 
cafioning  the  voluntary  banifiiment  of  the  queen-mother  ; 
in  ruining  whomfoever  he  fufpected  ;  and,  finally,  in 
making  himfelf  fo  much  the  matter  of  all  fecrets,  that 
the  king,  however  difgufted  and  averfe  from  him,  yet. 
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could  neither  fit  fafe  on  his  throne  without  him,  when 
living,  nor  venture  the  management  of  the  public  to  any 
of  his  creatures,  when  dead.  Thus  fpeak  they  of  that 
great  minilter. 

As  to  Cardinal  Ximenes,  they  fay,  he  difcovered  the 
qualities  which  they  afcribe  to  him,  in  the  method  he 
took  to  raife  himfelf  to  that  envied  greatnefs,  which  was, 
by  feeming  to  flmn  the  honours  at  which  he  fecretly  aim¬ 
ed.  For  being  a  devoted  dervife,  or  religious  friar,  he 
appeared  to  be  the  moil  mortified  man  of  the  whole  or¬ 
der  ;  which  being  taken  notice  of,  he  was  made  provin¬ 
cial  ;  from  which  dignity,  he  made  but  one  ftep  more 
to  the  purple  ;  and  growing  eminent  for  his  abilities,  he 
was  made  firft  miniiter  in  the  court  of  Spain. 

He  levied  fixteen  thoufand  men  at  his  own  colt,  in¬ 
vaded  Barbary,  ftormed  their  ftrongeft  cities,  and  reduced 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Tripoli  and  Algiers  to  his  maker’s 
obedience. 

Whilft  he  was  at  the  head  of  his  army,  one  day  there 
happened  a  mutiny  among  his  foldiers.  A  certain  fellow, 
running  up  and  down  between  the  ranks,  and  exciting 
them, to  choofe  a  new  general,  faying,  “  It  was  a  Ihame 
to  ferve  a  poor  fpirited  friar  the  cardinal  perceiving 
this,  Hepped  to  the  fellow,  and  with  one  blow  fevered 
his  head  from  his  body.  This  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into 
all,  that  from  that  time  there  was  not  the  lead  tumult 
or  diforder  in  his  army. 

They  lay  he  was  in  the  end  poifoned  by  eating  of  a 
filh,  of  which  a  friend  of  his  received  intimation  on  the 
road,  as  he  was  ridmg  to  the  place  where  the  cardinal 
was  at  dinner.  But  he  came  too  late  to  prevent  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  poiion  ;  lor  though  the  cardinal  was  but 
juit  rifen  from  the  table,  yet  lie  began  tu  void  blood  by 
his  ears,  and  the  extremities  of  his  fingers,  and  in  a  few 
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days  drew  his  laft  breath.  He  was  tail,  and  well  limb¬ 
ed  ;  his  two  fore -teeth  of  the  upper  jaw  grew  fo  far  out 
of  his  mouth,  that  he  was  called  the  Ecclefiaftical  Ele¬ 
phant  ;  the  futures  of  his  fkull  were  fo  clofely  indent¬ 
ed,  that  there  was  no  more  room  for  tranfpiration  of  the 
groffer  vapours,  than  through  the  moil  folid  part  of  the 
bone.  On  this  account  he  was  ever  troubled  with  the 
headache,  contrary  to  Cardinal  Richiieu,  who  never  felt 
any  pain  in  that  part,  becaufe  he  had  two  little  holes  in 
his  crown,  through  which  the  fumes  exhaled. 

Thefe  are  the  remarks  which  are  made  on  Cardinal 
Ximenes.  As  to  Mazarini,  they  fay,  he  furpaffes  both 
thefe  minifters  in  the  exquifite  moderation  of  his  temper; 
and  comes  Ihort  of  neither,  in  the  contrivance  or  fuccefs 
of  affairs,  being  folid  in  his  counfels,  fecret  and  fwirt  in 
their  execution.  He  has  this  alfo  peculiar  in  his  con- 
duel,  that  none  are  more  lure  of  his  favour  than  thofe 
who  have  done  him  injuries.  He  is  magnific  in  his  ex- 
pences,  building  palaces  that  may  vie  with  the  moft  ce¬ 
lebrated  ftrudlures  of  the  ancient  Romans ;  a  curious 
colledtor  of  choice  paintings  and  fculptures,  furnifhing 
the  houfes  -with  utenfils  of  cedar,  ebony,  filver,  gold,  and 
other  ornaments,  befitting  the  palace  of  a  king  ;  liberal 
beyond  the  expedition  of  his  friends  and  fervants,  yet 
not  to  profufenefs  ;  he  has  a  wonderful  fagacity  in  dif- 
covering  cheats  and  impoftors,  and  no  lefs  dexterity  in 
difcerning  men  of  merit,  though  never  fo  much  obfcured 
by  misfortune. 

Not  long  ago  he  catched  a  gentleman  in  a  crime,  which 
expofed  him  to  the  laughter  and  contempt  of  the  whole 
court,  but  not  to  the  cardinal’s  hatred.  He  had  been 
recommended  to  this  minifter  by  a  lady  of  the  court,  for 
whom  he  had  a  great  efteem  :  on- which  account  he  had 
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free  accefs  to  the  cardinal’s  prefence,  and  would  always 
mix  with  his  retinue. 

But  his  curious  patron  had  obferved  fomething  in  his 
carriage,  which  gave  him  ground  of  miftruft ;  for  he 
would  always  place  himfelf  as  near  as  he  could  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  table  in  the  chamber  where  the  cardinal  gives  au¬ 
dience.  There  is  a  drawer  under  this  table,  which  com¬ 
monly  Hands  half  open,  it  being  the  place  where  all  pe¬ 
titioners  throw  in  their  bribes  or  prtfents,  it  not  being 
feemly  for  a  prince  of  the  church  to  take  money  himfelf. 
The  cardinal  obferved,  that  this  fpaik  always  had  his  eye 
glancing  on  that  'drawer,  as  if  he  coveted  what  was  there 
contained  ;  however,  he  took  no  notice,  but  gave  him  all 
the  opportunities  imaginable  to  do  his  pleafure  ;  yet  llill 
one  accident  or  other  hindered  the  gentleman  from  exe¬ 
cuting  his  defign,  which  was  to  borrow  fome  of  the  gold 
that  lay  in  that  drawer.  At  length  it  happened,  that 
the  cardinal  having  appointed  fome  curious  pageants  to 
be  made  in  honour  of  the  king’s  birth-day,  he  with  feve- 
ral  of  the  courtiers,  flood  looking  out  of  the  windows  to 
fee  thefe  triumphant  Ihows  pals  by.  The  gentleman, 
taking  this  opportunity,  whilft  he  thought  all  eyes  were 
intent  on  the  gaieties  without,  flips  to  the  table,  and 
takes  out  of  the  drawer  a  bag  of  gold,  putting  it  up  in 
his  pocket,  and  retiring  to  the  window  again.  He  ima¬ 
gined  that  nobody  had  feen  him,  and  therefore  hugged 
himfelf  in  the  thoughts  of  his  booty.  When  the  (how 
was  over,  and  the  company  withdrew  from  the  window, 
after  a  while  they  all  took  their  leave  and  departed,  and 
among  the  reft  this  gentleman-thief  was  going  out.  But 
the  cardinal  defired  him  to  tarry,  in  that  he  had  fome¬ 
thing  to  fay  to  him.  The  gentleman,  flung  with  the 
guilt  of  what  he  had  done,  fell  a  trembling,  and  was 
ready  to  drop  down  at  the  cardinal’s  feet ;  but  he  bid 
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him  be  of  good  comfort,  faying  thus  to  him,  “  My 
friend,  what  thou  haft  done  is  not  hid  from  me ;  if  thou 
haft  not  gold  enough,  I  will  double  thy  fum.”  There¬ 
with  he  gave  him  another  bag  of  equal  value,  faying 
withal,  “  Go  thy  way,  and  fee  my  face  no  more  ;  I  par¬ 
don,  but  cannot  truft  thee.” 

Wouldft  thou  know  by  what  means  the  cardinal  dif- 
covered  this  theft  ?  He  always  wears  on  his  finger  a  ring, 
in  which  is  fet  a  jewel  of  ineftimable  value  ;  it  being  a 
natural  mirror,  and  difcovering  all  things  that  are  done 
in  the  room,  though  behind  a  man’s  back.  It  was  on 
this  ftone  the  cardinal  caft  his  eye,  when  the  gentleman 
thought  he  was  looking  out  of  the  window  ;  therein  he 
beheld  him  go  to  the  table,  take  out  the  money,  and  put 
it  in  his  pocket.  Thou  feeft  how  curious  this  minifter  is 
to  ftock  himfeif  with  ufeful  rarities. 

May  that  great  chancellor  of  heaven,  the  angel  who 
beholds  in  the  divine  effence,  as  in  a  mirror,  whatfoever 
is  done  on  earth,  and  records  all  human  aftions  in  the 
book  of  judgment,  never  difcern  any  thing  in  Mahmut 
which  may  render  him  worthy  to  be  excluded  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  God. 

Paris,  12th  of  the  2d  Mocn,  of  the  Year  1647. 


XXIV.— To  Danecmar  Kesrou,  Kadmfquer  of  Ro¬ 
mania. 

Thou  that  art  principal  among  the  judges  of  high  dig¬ 
nity,  the  illuftrious  ornament  of  three  empires,  the  ftrong 
fupport  of  equity,  who  preferveft  reafon,  and  cor~e<fteft 
vice,  I  congratulate  thy  deferved  honour,  and  in  doing 
fo,  I  wifh  incrcafe  of  joy  to  all  the  faithful  Ofmans. 

The  knowledge  which  thou  haft  acquired  in  the  law 
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of  nations,  and  in  the  moft  perfect  fandlions  of  our  au- 
gufl  monarchy,  has  made  thee  famous  through  the  feven 
precindls  of  the  earth  ;  and  has  veiled  thee  with  the  robe 
of  fublime  honour,  the  gift  of  the  lieutenant  of  God. 

I  made  choice  of  this  occafion  at  once  to  perform  my 
duty,  and  to  acquaint  thee  with  a  national  villany,  fuch  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith  of  a  kingdom  as  it  will  be 
difficult  to  parallel. 

The  civil  wars  of  England  are  known  throughout  the 
world  ;  and  thou  art  no  ftranger  to  the  particular  intelli¬ 
gences  I  have  fent  to  the  Sublime  Porte  concerning  that 
nation. 

Since  that  time,  the  rebels  have  by  degrees  gained 
ground  of  their  unhappy  king,  chafing  him  from  one 
place  to  another ;  till  at  length  finding,  that  neither  by 
arms  nor  treaties,  he  could  reduce  them  to  any  terms  of 
reconciliation,  and  being  befieged  in  one  of  his  cities, 
which  was  not  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  long,  this  un¬ 
fortunate  monarch  was  forced  to  difguife  himfelf,  and 
efcape  by  night,  wandering  through  unfrequented  ways, 
and  enduring  much  hardfhip.  He  at  length  threw  him¬ 
felf  upon  the  faith  of  the  Scots,  who  had  folemnly  en¬ 
gaged  themfelves  upon  oath  to  defend  him  againfl  all  his 
enemies  whatfoever. 

The  Scottiffi  army  was  then  in  England,  being  hired 
to  affifl  the  rebels ;  whence  fome  take  occafion  to  ac- 
cufe  this  prince  of  rafhncfs,  and  too  much  credulity,  in 
fceking  protection  from  thofe  who  firfl.  began  the  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  who  had  ftained  the  records  of  Scotland  with 
the  blood  of  many  of  their  kings.  But  innocency  is 
void  of  fufpicion,  and  therefore,  becaufe  his  own  inten¬ 
tions  were  fincere,  he  knew  not  how  to  be  jealous  of  o- 
thers. 

However,  the  Scots  at  firfl  feemed  to  adl  the  parts  of 
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foyal  men;  and  when  they  were  threatened  by  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  rebels,  and  their  pay  was  ftopped,  with  declarations 
alfo  iffued  out  againft  their  proceedings,  they  continued 
to  affert  the  juftice  of  their  deportment,  in  receiving  and  de¬ 
fending  their  injured  king  who  had  fled  to  them  forfuccour. 

They  detained  him  thus  from  the  4th  of  the  5th  moon 
of  the  year  1646,  to  the  30th  day  of  the  1  ft  moon  of 
this  prefent  year  ;  at  -which  time,  having  agreed  with 
the  Englifh  parliament  for  the  fum  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  fequins,  as  the  price  of  their  fovereign,  they  deliver¬ 
ed  him  up  to  the  Englifh  commiffioners,  deputed  by  the 
rebels  for  that  purpofe. 

The  French  ambaffador  was  at  that  time  in  the  Scottish 
army,  who  having  been  a  witnefs  of  their  deteftable  per¬ 
jury,  took  his  leave  ;  and  being  attended  with  a  guard  of 
light  horfe  to  the  fea-port,  at  parting  he  pulled  out  a 
piece  of  Englifh  money,  valued  at  half  a-crown,  and  afk- 
ing  the  captain  of  the  guards  into  how  many  pieces  of 
coined  filver  that  half-crown  might  be  divided  ;  he  an- 
fwered,  into  thirty  :  “For  fo  much  (replied  the  ambaf¬ 
fador)  did  Judas  betray  his  mafter.” 

Thou  wilt  better  comprehend  the  force  of  this  repar¬ 
tee,  when  thou  confidereft,  that,  according  to  the  Chrif- 
tians  belief,  this  Judas  was  a  Have  of  Jefus,  the  fon  of 
Mary,  and  that  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver,  he  betrayed 
that  prophet  to  the  Jews. 

But  thefe  infidels  have  found  out  ways  to  elude  all 
engagements  and  promifes :  They  couch  their  oaths  in 
Words  more  ambiguous  than  the  oracles  of  Delphos,  as 
if  they  thought  not  only  to  circumvent  men  by  their 
equivocations,  but  alfo  to  deceive  him  who  formed  the 
tongue  and  the  ear,  even  God,  who  is  perfeft  in  know¬ 
ledge. 

Such  a  ftory  I  have  read,  of  one  Hatto,  a  German 
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bifhop,  whole  perjury  is  recorded.  This  prelate  had  a 
coufin  who  was  accufed  of  treafon  agamft  the  emperor  ; 
on  which  account  he  was  clofely  befieged  by  the  Impe- 
rial  forces,  in  a  caftle  feated  on  the  top  of  an  impregnable 
rock  ;  fo  that  the  emperor,  defpairing  to  take  him  by 
force,  had  withdrawn  his  army,  when  this  biihop  came 
to  him,  and  for  a  fum  of  money  promifed  to  betray  his 
kinfman  into  the  emperor’s  hands. 

The  bargain  being  concluded,  the  bifhop  went  to  vifit 
his  coufin  at  the  caftle,  perfuading  him  to  go  and  humble 
himfelf  to  the  emperor,  and  he  would  engage  to  procure 
his  pardon  ;  binding  himfelf  with  a  folemn  oath,  that  if 
he  would  rely  on  him,  as  he  carried  him  fafe  out  of  the 
caftle,  fo  he  would  bring  him  back  alive  and  fafe  again. 

His  kinfman,  deluded  with  thefe  fair  pretences,  and  fe- 
cured  by  the  fandlion  of  an  oath,  trufts  himfelf  to  the 
condudl  and  fidelity  of  the  prelate. 

When  they  had  rode  about  half  a  league  from  the 
caftle,  the  bifhop,  pretending  he  had  forgot  fome  papers 
of  moment,  which  he  had  left  behind  him  in  his  cham¬ 
ber,  they  returned  back  to  the  caftle ;  and  when  they 
had  found  the  papers,  they  fet  ’onvard  again  toward  the 
emperor’s  camp.  Being  arrived  there,  the  impious 
wretch  delivered  his  kinfman  to  the  emperor,  who  con¬ 
demned  him  to  die.  He  fending  for  the  bifhop,  re¬ 
proaches  him  with  the  violation  of  his  oath  ;  but  the 
perfidious  bifnop  fought  to  acquit  himfelf,  by  faying, 
“  He  had  performed  his  promife,  in  carrying  him  back 
fafe  to  the  caftle,  when  he  returned  to  feek  his  papers.” 
Thus  was  his  kinfman  betrayed  by  a  quibble,  and  loft  his 
head  ;  the  bifhop  acquiring,  for  that  impious  deed,  the 
odious  title  of  Hatto  the  Traitor  ;  and  the  Germans 
report,  that  he  was  afterwards  carried  away  by  devils, 
and  thrown  alive  into  the  hollow  of  mount  JEtna ;  a 
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voice  being  heard  at  the  fame  inftant  in  the  air,  faying, 
“  This  is  the  reward  of  perjury.” 

The  Nazarenes  believe  this  flaming  mountain  to  be 
one  of  the  mouths  of  hell :  The  fame  opinion  they  have 
of  Strombolo  and  Vefuvius.  I  am  not  curious  to  pry 
into  the  truth  of  fo  coftly  a  fecret,  but  leave  the  experi¬ 
ment  to  the  forefworn,  treacherous  Scots,  who,  by  this 
barbarous  adlion,  deferve  to  follow  the  fate  of  Hatto. 

Much  greater  was  the  integrity  and  virtue  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Romans,  whom  thefe  infidels  number  among  the 
damned.  They  efteemed  nothing  more  facred  than  the 
public  faith,  building  temples  to  its  honour,  and  ftamp- 
ing  their  money  with  the  figure  of  two  hands  joined  to¬ 
gether,  having  this  motto,  the  faith  of  the  romans. 
But  the  Scots  fhow  themfelves  to  be  of  Lyfander’s  mind, 
who  ufed  to  fay,  “  Children  mull  be  circumvented  with 
♦rood  words,  and  men  with  oaths.” 

This  monarch  is  now  led  in  triumph,  like  a  captive, 
by  his  rebellious  fubjecls,  who  have  confined  him  to  one 
of  his  country  palaces,  fuffering  none  of  his  friends  or 
faithful  fervants  to  come  near  him,  but  in  all  things  en¬ 
deavouring  to  render  his  reftraint  infupportable. 

Thou  who  art  accurate  in  interpreting  the  laws  of  juf- 
tice,  wilt  condemn  thefe  infidels  of  horrid  treafon,  yet 
canft  not  acquit  the  muffulmans,  who  have  often  depofed 
our  moll  auguft  emperors. 

I  divide  my  intelligence  among  the  minifters  of  the 
Sublime  Porte,  and  the  other  grandees  of  the  Hate  ; 
praying  God  to  guard  the  fultan  from  fecret  machina¬ 
tions  and  open  enemies,  and  to  grant,  that  an  excels  of 
good  nature  may  not  betray  him  to  fuch  misfortunes  as 
have  befallen  this  imprifoned  monarch. 

Paris,  aift  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  164/. 
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XXV. — To  Ragel  Hamet,  Antiquary  to  the  Sultan. 

T  his  city  is  peftered  with  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
bats,  and  a  kind  of  ferpents,  which  they  call  lizards  or 
newts.  They  breed  in'  the  walls  of  their  koufes,  and  mo- 
left  the  inhabitants  night  and  day,  fwarming  more  than 
ordinary  every  ninth  year. 

The  Parifians  give  an  odd  reafon  for  this  plague  : 
They  fay,  that  in  former  ages  a  certain  magician  had  un¬ 
dertaken  to  free  this  city  from  all  venomous  creatures ; 
and  that  accordingly  he  had  made  feveral  images  of  thofc 
animals,  annexing  to  them  enchantments,  and  hiding  them 
in  obfcure  places  under  the  earth  ;  promifing  alfo,  that 
fo  long  as  thofe  images  remained  untouched,  Paris  fhould 
not  be  molefted  with  any  hurtful  thing.  This  fucceeded 
according  to  his  words  ;  till  at  a  certain  time,  as  they 
were  digging  up  the  foundations  of  an  old  temple,  the 
workmen  found  feveral  brazen  images,  fome  reprefenting 
a  bat,  fome  a  lizard.  They  making  fmall  account  of 
thofe  magical  reliques,  fold  them  to  the  next  brazier  for 
a  piece  of  money,  who,  being  ignorant  alfo  of  the  hid¬ 
den  force  of  thefe  images,  melted  them  down  for  his  own 
ufe  ;  and  ever  fince  that  time  the  city  has  been  over-run 
with  bats  and  lizards. 

I  relate  this  to  thee,  in  regard  I  have  often  heard  thee 
fpeak  of  the  ancient  ftatues  that  were  in  the  Atmidam  at 
Conftantinople,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  city  ;  particu¬ 
larly  of  that  pillar  which  had  three  brazen  ferpents  wind¬ 
ing  about  it,  which,  when  Mahomet  the  Great  beheld, 
the  conqueror  ftruck  one  of  them  with  a  battle-axe,  and 
fmote  off  the  lower  jaw  ;  upon  which  a  multitude  of 
ferpents  infefted  the  city,  but  were  foon  exterminated,  in 
regard  the  fultan,  being  warned  by  the  citizens,  forbore 
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to  do  any  farther  injury  to  thofe  images,  which  were  the 
guardians  of  the  city. 

The  annals  of  the  muffulman  empire  make  mention  of 
thefe  ftatues,  as  alfo  of  a  norfe  of  brafs,  and  a  bull  of  the 
fame  metal ;  the  one  erected  as  a  charm  againft  the 
peftilence  ;  the  other  as  an  oraculous  fign,  that  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Grecian  monarchy  fhould  in  that  place  be  re- 
pulfed  and  driven  out  of  the  city.  Yet  it  proved  other- 
wife  ;  for  the  victorious  muffulmans,  againft  whom  the 
enchantments  of  the  infidels  could  not  prevail,  entered 
the  market-place,  where  this  image  ftood,  and  drove  from 
thence  the  timorous  Grecians,  cutting  in  pieces  all  that 
made  refiftance,  and  rendering  thernfelves  lords  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  at  that  time  the  richeft  city  in  the  world. 

The  Romans  were  extremely  addidled  to  thefe  fuper- 
ftiticus  vanities,  believing  the  fafety  of  their  city  and  em¬ 
pire  confifted  in  the  prefervation  of  the  Palladium,  an 
image  which  they  thought  fell  down  from  Jupiter,  and 
was  tranfported  from  Troy  to  Italy  by  iEneas ;  being 
afterwards  repofited  in  the  Temple  of  Vefta,  but  burnt 
in  that  dreadful  conflagration  which  happened  in  the 
reign  of  Nero. 

They  had  in  no  Iefs  veneration  the  buckler,  which 
they  were  taught  dropped  down  from  heaven  into  the 
hands  of  Numa  Pompilius,  whereon  the  fate  of  Rome 
was  engraven  in  characters  which  none  could  read.  Fear¬ 
ing  left  this  facred  fliield  might  be  ftolen,  they  caufed 
eleven  others  of  the  fame  figure  to  be  made,  and  all  to 
be  hung  up  together  in  the  temple  of  Mars. 

And,  to  the  end  the  guardian  genius  of  the  city  fhould 
not  be  enticed  from  them  by  the  enchantments  of  their 
enemies,  the  true  name  of  the  city  of  Rome  was  kept  fe- 
cret,  even  from  its  own  inhabitants,  infomuch  that  Vale¬ 
rius  Soranus  was  put  to  death  for  publiftiing  it  to  one  of 
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his  friends.  Many  have  gueffed  at  this  hidden  name  ; 
fome  faying  it  was  Valencia,  others  that  it  was  Velia  ; 
a  third  fort  call  it  Anthufa  :  but  there  is  no  certainty  in 
their  conjectures  ;  for  the  pagans  were,  above  all  things, 
careful  to  conceal  the  names  of  their  cities  and  patron 
gods,  knowing  that  thofe  fpirits  would  not  forfake  them 
till  they  were  called  forth  by  their  proper  names. 

They  ufed  alfo  to  chain  the  images  of  their  gods  to 
the  altars,  left  they  firould  depart  from  them  by  Health. 
Thus  the  Tyrians,  when  Alexander  befieged  their  city, 
and  they  underftood  from  the  priefts,  that  Apollo  the 
guardian  of  Tyre  was  difpltafed  with  them,  they  faften- 
ed  his  image  with  ftrong  fetters  of  iron.  So  dealt  the 
Spartans  with  the  image  of  Mars.  And  this  was  the 
common  practice  among  thofe  idolatrous  nations. 

As  for  us,  who  have  received  the  law  clear  and  intel¬ 
ligible,  and  believe  r.  the  unity  of  the  divine  cffence,  we 
ufe  no  charms  ourft  es,  neither  do  we  fear  the  magic  of 
the  uncircumcifed.  .11  on  confidence  is  in  God,  and  the 
protection  of  his  p  ;  phe  :  We  go  boldly  to  the  wars, 
whilft  we  fight  in  defence  neither  ot  ftatues  nor  fictitious 
relics,  but  of  tb  volume  repleniihed  with  truth  and 
light,  the  book  brought  down  from  Heaven  by  an  angel. 

Paris,  i7thTof  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


XXVI.— To  the  Visikr  Azem. 

I  am  now  returned  from  Orleans,  whither  I  went  in 
obedience  to  thy  appointments,  and  not  without  abun¬ 
dance  of  pleafure  to  myfelf,  it  being  the  time  of  year 
when  all  things  confpire  to  make  a  traveller  pafs  his  tim* 
away  with  delight. 
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Yet  my  return  was  melancholy,  in  regard  I  could  not 
accomplifh  what  I  aimed  at,  nor  be  in  a  capacity  to  ren¬ 
der  thee  that  fatisfadtion  thou  required:,  either  in  buying 
the  jewels,  or  in  eftablifhing  any  correfpondence.  Thofe 
who  informed  thee  of  the  Germans  inhabiting  that  city, 
were  miftaken  in  their  chara&er,  they  being  only  a  fo- 
ciety  or  corporation  of  Undents,  and  nowife  concerned 
in  traffic  or  merchandife. 

They  told  thee  right,  in  faying  there  are  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  ftrangers  in  Orleans :  I  think  the  imperial  city, 
which  commands  the  world,  cannot  boaft  a  greater  dis’er- 
fity  of  languages  than  are  fpoken  daily  in  the  ftreets  and 
houfes  of  Orleans.  There  are  fome  almoft  of  all  na¬ 
tions  redding  in  that  city. 

Wouldft  thou  know  the  real  occafion  of  this  mighty 
conflux  of  foreigners  ?  It  is,  that  they  may  fludy  that 
which  the  Nazarenes  call  the  Civil  Law,  which  is  there 
profeffed  as  in  an  academy,  ere&ed  for  that  purpofe  by 
Philip  the  Fair,  one  of  the  kings  of  France. 

If  thou  knoweft  not  the  meaning  of  the  Civil  Law,  it 
is  a  collection  of  the  ancient  Roman  laws,  drawn  from  a- 
bove  two  thoufand  books  of  their  feribes,  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Emperor  Juftinian,  for  a  ftandard  of  equity 
in  thofe  corrupt  times,  in  that  univerfal  relaxation  and 
decline  of  good  government. 

This  is  the  attractive,  which  draws  fo  many  ftrangers 
from  all  parts  of  Europe,  to  that  pleafant  city,  where, 
befides  the  opportunity  of  improving  themfelves  in  the 
moft  honourable  profeffion  among  the  Nazarenes,  next  to 
that  of  the  priefthood,  they  enjoy  a  pure  and  ferene  hea¬ 
ven,  a  fruitful  and  delicious  part  of  the  earth,  and  the 
company  of  the  moft  obliging  and  courteous  people  in 
all  France. 
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It  is  for  this  reafon  the  Germans,  among  other  na¬ 
tions,  flock  to  Orleans ;  and,  through  the  favour  of  the 
French  kings,  have  obtained  a  privilege  beyond  other 
nations  ;  that  is,  to  incorporate  themfelves  into  a  fociety 
of  ftudents.  Neither  is  there  any  fuch  thing  as  mer- 
chandife  known  among  them. 

If  I  have  not  anfwered  thy  expe&ation,  fupreme  Prince 
of  the  Baflas,  blame  not  Mahmut,  but  accufe  the  Ger¬ 
mans  of  Orleans,  for  not  exchanging  their  ftudies  for 
traffic  ;  or  rather  blame  thofe  who  prefumed  to  tell  thee 
this  far-fetched  fable.  In  finilhing  this  letter,  I  bow  my 
head  to  the  floor  of  my  chamber,  and  kifs  the  paper 
srhich  fhall  have  the  honour  to  be  touched  by  thy  illu- 
ftrious  hands. 

Paris,  iff  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


XXVII. — To  the  Aga  of  the  Jantffaries- 

T hou  haft  heard  of  the  Affyrian,  Scythian,  and  Roman 
heroines.  Thefe  were  all  valiant  leaders  of  armies,  wo¬ 
men  of  honour  and  renown.  Now  I  will  inform  thee  of 
a  female,  which  France  has  brought  upon  the  ftage  of 
war. 

According  to  the  orders  which  I  received  from  the 
Vifier  Azem,  I  took  a  journey  to  Orleans  laft  moon  ; 
where,  on  the  third  day  after  my  arrival,  beholding  a  fo- 
lemn  proceffion  in  the  ftreets  of  that  populous  city,  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  uncommon  ceremonies  and  rejoicings, 
my  curioflty  prompted  me  to  inquire  the  occafion  of  it. 
Thou  mayeft  imagine  l  did  not  apply  myfelf  for  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  multitude,  who  take  up  things  on  the  com¬ 
mon  credit  of  fame,  which  does  not  always  deliver  the 
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truth.  I  addreffea  myfelf  to  t'cofe  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  records  of  the  town  ;  who  told  me,  that  this 
folemnity  was  yearly  obferved  on  the  eighth  day  of  the 
fifth  moon,  in  memory  of  their  deliverance  from  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  who  befieged  this  city,  and  were  beaten  from  before 
it  by  Joan  d’Arc,  a  maid  of  Lorrain,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  This  virago  feemed  to  be  the  tutelar  angel 
of  France  ;  for  to  her  valour  and  conduit  that  monarch 
owed  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom,  almoft  loft  to  the 
King  of  England  ;  this  being  the  laft  place  of  import¬ 
ance  which  had  not  received  Erighm  garrifono.  After 
fhe  had  raifed  the  fiege,  ftie  purfued  the  enemy,  gave 
them  feveral  battles,  defeated  them,  took  the  generals 
captive,  reduced  all  the  cities  to  their  former  obedience, 
and  never  (heathed  her  fword  till  ftie  faw  her  mailer  fo- 
lemnly  crowned  at  Rhemes.  Yet  at  length  ihe  herfelf 
was  made  a  prifoner  by  the  Englilh,  and  was  publicly 
burned  for  a  witch  at  Rouen. 

The  inhabitants  of  Orleans  have  erected  brazen  fta- 
tues  in  her  honour.  They  celebrate  her  praifes,  and 
efteem  her  a  woman  divinely  infpired  to  fave  her  country. 
Yet  the  more  intelligent  fort  fay,  that  fhe  was  neither 
witch  nor  prophetefs,  but  only  a  maid  of  good  wit  and 
courage,  whom  fome  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  royal 
had  inftrudted  to  adt  the  part  of  a  miffionary  from  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  that  fo,  by  pretending  vifions  and  revelations,  /he 
might  raife  the  courage  of  the  French,  now  almoft  difpi- 
rited  by  their  many  Ioffes,  and  whom  nothing  lefs  than  a 
miracle  could  perfuade  to  abide  the  field  againft  the  vie-, 
torious  Engliffi.  This  is  certain,  that  /he  diftingui/hed  the 
king,  though  difguifed  like  a  peafant,  and  in  a  crowd  of 
people  :  She  went  boldly  up  to  him,  and  faluted  him  by 
his  title,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  thofe  that  ftood  by.  She 
fent  a  meffenger  to  bring  her  a  fword  of  antique  work- 
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maofhip,  tliat  lay  hid  in  a  tomb  in  one  of  their  famous 
mofques,  (for  the  Nazarenes  of  the  Weft  bury  the  dead 
in  their  temples).  This  aftion  extremely  enhanced  her 
reputation,  in  regard  none  knew  of  this  fword  but  the 
king  himfelf.  She  was  therefore  looked  upon  as  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  perfon,  and  the  people  could  hardly  be  re¬ 
trained  from  paying  her  divine  honours. 

When  they  were  encamped  on  a  certain  plain  of  a  vaft 
extent,  where  there  was  no  water  to  be  found,  fo  that 
the  army  was  ready  to  perifn  through  thirft,  the  king 
came  to  the  tent  of  this  prophetefs,  to-  confiilt  her  as  an 
oracle  in  the  general  diftrefs.  She  bid  him  be  of  good 
courage,  and  follow  her.  They  went  out  together  to 
the  door  of  her  tent,  where,  at  a  little  diftance,  there 
grew  a  knot  of  flowers.  The  admirable  maid  ftruck  her 
fpear  into  the  ground,  amidft  the  flowers,  and  inconti¬ 
nently  there  fprung  forth  a  fountain  of  water,  to  which 
the  whole  army  repaired  to  allay  their  thirll.  They  fay 
the  place  is  fhown  to  this  day,  with  an  image  of  this  maid 
Handing  in  an  oratory,  clofe  by  it,  a  place  of  refrefhment 
and  devotion  for  travellers  that  pafs  over  thofe  barren 
plains. 

However,  whether  it  were  artifice,  or  that  (he  was  en¬ 
dued  with  fome  fupernatural  gift,  it  had  a  marvellous  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  foldiers,  who  began  to  reaflume  courage, 
and  feared  nothing  under  the  condudt  of  fuch  a  general. 

It  was  revenge,  without  doubt,  rather  than  juflice, 
that  extorted  that  cruel  fentence  from  the  Euglilh,  which 
put  a  period  to  the  heroic  aflions  of  this  illuftrious  maid, 
whole  fame  will  live  for  ever. 

It  is  recorded,  that  whilll  ftie  was  bound  fall  to  the 
flake  with  ftrong  cords,  they  would  have  kindled  the  fire 
upon  her  before  fhe  had  fpoke  to  the  fpevtators ;  but  that 
ihe  fuddenly  became  loofened,  and,  fnatching  a  lance 
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from  one  of  the  foldiers,  fhe  drove  the  guards  before 
her ;  then  returning  of  her  own  accord  to  the  flake,  fhe 
made  her  laft  dying  fpeech,  foretelling  many  things  to 
come,  which  afterwards  proved  true  ;  and  having  made 
an  end  of  fpeaking,  fine  bid  the  executioner  fet  fire  to 
the  wood,  which  he  did  accordingly,  and  fhe  was  burn¬ 
ed  to  afhes. 

Certainly  every  nation  may  boaft  of  fome  female  war¬ 
rior,  that  at  one  time  or  other  has  done  remarkable  fer- 
vice  to  her  country  :  And  thou  art  not  a  ftranger  to  the 
hiflory  of  the  Amazons,  who  excluded  men  from  their 
fociety,  yet  became  formidable  to  all  the  regions  round 
about  them. 

Adieu,  brave  commander  of  the  muffulman  forces,  and 
let  the  memory  of  thefe  valiant  females  infpire  thee  with 
frefh  ardours,  when  the  Ottoman  empire  is  in  danger. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


XXVIII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

T hou  art  the  man  that  muff  participate  in  all  my  ad¬ 
ventures  ;  and  I  fhould  be  a  churl,  in  not  letting  thee 
fhare  with  me  the  pleafure  I  found  in  a  late  journey  to 
Orleans,  one  of  the  prefidiary  towns  of  France.  It  was 
by  the  order  of  the  Vifier  Azem  I  undertook  that  journey. 
Somebody  had  informed  him,  that  this  town  was  full  of 
merchant-travellers  of  feveral  nations,  but  efpecially  of 
Germany,  who  brought  the  choice!!  jewels  of  the  eafl, 
to  vend  in  this  place  at  ordinary  rates.  That  minifter 
gave  me  commands  to  buy  certain  Hones,  with  inflruc- 
tions  to  treat  of  another  affair,  which  it  is  not  neceffary 
for  thee  to  know,  I  accordingly  fet  out  from  Paris  the 
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third  day  of  the  fifth  moon  ;  and  Eliachim  the  Jew  (of 
whom  thou  haft  heard)  bore  me  company. 

I  need  not  defcribe  to  thee  the  country  through  which 
we  paffed  ;  it  exaiftly  refembleth  the  plains  of  St.  Ifidore, 
not  far  from  Palermo  in  Sicily.  Thou  and  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  remember  that  place  of  our  captivity,  carrying  the 
marks  of  our  mafter’s  cruel  anger  yet  in  our  bodies. 
Thofe  plains,  thou  knoweft,  afford  a  very  agreeable  pro- 
fpedt,  efpecially  at  this  time  of  the  year,  when  the  ver¬ 
dure  of  the  trees,  mixed  with  the  brightnefs  of  the  corn¬ 
fields,  and  the  parti-coloured  meadows,  tempt  the  eye 
into  a  controverfy  of  pleafure,  a  man  neither  knowing 
well  how  to  take  it  off,  nor  yet  where  to  fix  it,  in  fuch 
an  orderly  confufion  and  medley  of  charming  objedls. 

Such  is  the  province  between  Paris  and  Orleans,  which 
has  this  advantage  of  thofe  Sicilian  plains,  that  here,  all 
the  way  one  rides,  innumerable  magnificent  and  beauti¬ 
ful  palaces  appear,  Ihooting  up  their  glittering  turrets  a- 
bove  the  lofty  groves,  which  environ  thofe  feats  of  plea¬ 
fure.  Indeed  this  is  one  of  the  pureft  airs,  and  the  moft 
fertile  foil  in  all  the  kingdom,  which  invites  the  nobles 
and  gentry  to  refide  here  during  the  fummer,  and  occa- 
fions  much  travelling  on  this  road. 

About  mid-day,  we  came  to  a  town  called  Chaftres, 
where  we  alighted  to  refrefti  ourfelves.  Travellers,  in 
thefe  weftern  parts  are  better  accommodated  with  provi- 
fions  than  they  can  be  in  Afia,  where  they  muft  carry 
their  own  beds  with  them,  and  drefs  their  own  victuals, 
or  lie  on  the  naked  floor  falling.  This  makes  the  Na- 
zarenes  call  the  Eaft  inhofpitable.  They  confider  not  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  is  the  nicenefs  and  delicacy  of  the 
Mahometans,  which  occafions  this  cuftom.  For  the 
eaftern  people  are  fearful  of  defiling  themfelves  by  eating 
meat  prepared  by  other  hands  than  their  own,  or  thofe. 
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of  their  fervants  ;  as  alfo  to  lie  on  a  bed  common  to  all 
pafilngers. 

But  thele  infidels  are  like  the  fwine,  to  whom  all  meat 
is  welcome,  and  every  ditch  an  acceptable  bed.  Here 
are  inns  all  along  the  roads,  whereinto  when  you  enter, 
the  hoft  provides  you  both  bed  and  a’l  other  neceffaries. 
A  man  muft  venture  to  deep  on  the  fame  pillow,  where 
perhaps  a  leper  has  lain  the  night  before,  or  fome  per- 
i'on  infected  with  a  worfe  difeafe.  The  holt  examines 
none,  but  harbours  all  alike,  provided  they  have  money 
to  pay  him.  And  as  for  vidluals,  it  is  the  cuftom  for  all 
travellers  to  eat  together  at  one  common  table,  where 
feveral  difiies  of  meat  are  ferved  up,  and  every  man  is 
free  to  eat  what  and  how  much  he  pleal'es,  paying  a  Hat¬ 
ed  price  for  his  dinner. 

Thus  no  fooner  were  we  come  into  our  inn  at  Chaltres, 
but  the  hoft  faluting  us  after  the  manner  of  the  country, 
invited  us  to  fit  down  at  the  ordinary  (for  fo  they  call 
their  public  dinner  in  an  inn).  We  were  not  fo  fcru- 
pulous  as  to  refufe  his  offer,  but  followed  him  into  the 
chamber  where  the  dinner  was  prepared.  There  were 
many  guefts  at  the  table,  and  all  buty  in  feeding  them- 
felves.  We  took  fuch  feats  as  we  found  vacant,  and, 
without  much  ceremony,  fell  to  eating.  The  Jew  truft- 
ed  to  the  indulgence  of  Mofes,  and  I  to  that  of  Maho¬ 
met,  for  eating  with  the  uncircumcifed,  whofe  meat  is 
feldom  free  from  the  pollutions  of  blood.  We  knew, 
that  neither  God  nor  his  prophets  required  us  to  ftarve. 

There  was  plenty  of  wine,  and  that  fo  delicious,  as 
would  have  tempted  an  hogia  to  tafte  it,  without  the 
mufti’s  difpenfation.  To  avoid  fmgularity,  I  made  a 
ihow  of  eating  as  the  reft  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  my 
repaft  confided  in  bread  and  fome  fruits,  wiLh  that  exhi- 
arating  juice  of  the  grape. 
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i'he  honeft  Jew  fwore  it  was  a  banquet  prepared  by- 
Cupid,  to  render  him  the  moft  miferable  of  all  men  j 
for,  juft  in  the  midlt  of  our  mirth,  came  in  a  French 
gentleman  with  a  lady  in  his  hand,  who  placed  them- 
felves  at  the  table  exactly  oppoftte  to  us.  I  perceived 
evident  fymptoms  of  fome  diforder  in  Eliacbim,  who 
feemed  to  read  his  fate  in  that  fair  creature’s  face,  yet 
had  not  power  to  check  his  wandering  eyes,  or  guard 
them  from  inevitable  wounds.  He  had  almoft  acted 
over  the  Itory  of  the  Egyptian  wives,  whom  Jofeph’s 
miftrefs  had  invited  to  behold  his  beauty  ;  they  cut  their 
fingers  for  their  meat,  whilft  gazing  on  the  charming 
youth  ;  fo  poor  Eliacbim  was  all  confufion,  turned  to  a 
llatue,  vvhiiit  he  looked  on  this  enchanting  Gorgon.  He 
had  forgot  to  eat  or  drink,  till  I  began  to  route  him 
from  his  dream.  I  told  him  foftly  in  the  ear,  this  lady 
was  but  the  younger  fiber  of  Ixion’s  miftrefs.  This 
brought  him  to  his  fenfe  again,  but  could  not  reftore  his 
peace.  Prudence  taught  him  to  diffemble  the  violent  e- 
motion  of  his  foul,  and  not  to  expofe  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
company  ;  but  nothing  could  expel  the  fatal  poifon  from 
his  breaft. 

When  we  had  ftifficiently  repofed  ourfelves,  we  bid  a- 
dieu  to  the  inn,  all  joining  company,  and  fetting  forward 
to  Orleans.  On  the  road,  both  Eliachim  and  I  had  many 
opportunities  of  converling  with  this  young  lady,  fuch 
familiarity  with  women  being  allowed  in  France.  We 
found  her  wit  furprifing  as  her  beauty,  and  her  mien  and 
conduct  fuch  as  gave  advantage  to  them  both.  In  a 
word,  Eliachim  was  loft  amidft  fo  many  perfections. 

When  we  came  to  our  Inn  at  night,  and  were  in  our 
chamber  together,  he  vented  his  paffion  in  thefe  words  : 
“  Mahmut,  I  have  paffed  thefe  years  hitherto,  without 
any  other  fentiment-s  of  love,  fa\re  thofe  which  in  gene- 
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ral  I  owe  to  all  our  race,  and  fome  more  particular  re¬ 
gards  of  friendftiip  and  duty ;  but,  fince  I  faw  this  love¬ 
ly  creature,  methinks  my  friends,  and  all  that  ought  to 
be  beloved  on  earth,  is  now  contracted  into  her.  It  is 
not  her  fnowy  Hein  or  matchlefs  features  are  of  force  to 
move  me,  though  they  are  fuch,  thyfelf  being  judge,  as 
would  have  foiled  Apelles’s  art  to  imitate  ;  but  it  is  a 
lultre  which  I  cannot  exprefs.  Surely  it  was  lightning 
darted  from  her  eyes,  thofe  fair  avenues  of  her  brighter 
foul ;  the  fubtle  flame  glanced  through  my  breaft,  and 
in  a  moment  fcorched  my  reafon  up  ;  the  lovely  Bafililk 
fhot  death  at  every  look.  Thou  faweft  how  I  fat  as  one 
transformed,  fo  lifelefs,  and  without  motion  was  I,  whilft 
gazing  on  my  ruin ;  and  to  this  hour,  a  fatal  numbnefs 
fpreads  through  all  my  veins,  as  if  I  had  touched  fome 
dire  torpedo.” 

Thus  went  he  raving  on,  till  I  interrupted  him,  with 
laughter  and  raillery,  endeavouring  to  cure  him  of  this 
love-fick  humour  by  ridiculing  it.  I  told  him  my  own 
experience  of  this  fooiifli  paffion,  re’nearfed  my  former 
adventures  with  Daria,  and  how  at  length  I  got  the  vic¬ 
tory  of  this  vain  fondnefs  by  abfence,  and  the  exercife  of 
my  reafon ;  but  all  that  I  could  fay  made  no  impreflion 
on  the  ftupid  lover ;  he  grew  but  worfe,  and  fo  I  left 
him  to  feek  repofe  from  fleep. 

We  came  not  to  Orleans  till  the  next  day,  where  we 
tarried  not  long,  having  no  other  bufinefs  as  it  happen¬ 
ed,  but  to  fee  the  rarities  of  the  town,  and  inform  our- 
felves  of  thofe  things  it  is  convenient  for  travellers  to 
know.  After  which  we  returned  to  Paris  ;  I,  with  the 
fame  fentiments  I  had  at  my  firft  fetting  out  from  thence, 
but  it  feems  the  world  was  metamorphofed  in  poor  Elia- 
chim’s  opinion.  To  him  the  trees  had  now  loft  all  their 
greennefs ;  the  flowers,  and  grafs,  and  corn,  looked  wi- 
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thered  ;  the  birds  fung  mournful  notes  ;  the  winds  blew 
hoarfe,  unwelcome  founds ;  and  every  thing  in  nature 
feemed  to  him  to  droop,  becaufe  Falante  was  not  there  ; 
fo  was  the  fair  one  called,  as  Eliachim  had  learned  of 
her,  when  we  parted  from  Orleans. 

In  this  melancholy  condition,  the  poor  brain-fick  Jew 
has  continued  ever  fmce :  When  his  cure  will  commence, 
I  know  not. 

If  thou  yet  retained:  thy  native  liberty,  and  haft  not 
facrificed  it  to  unhappy  love,  learn  by  his  misfortune  to 
watch  thy  fenfes,  which  are  the  firft  traitors  to  the  foul. 
Adieu. 

Paris,  id  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


XXIX _ To  the  Captain  Bassa. 

T  hou  that  had  had  thy  education  in  Arfenals,  and  haft 
led  the  reft  of  thy  life  in  fhips  of  war,  wilt  be  beft  able 
to  judge  of  the  propofal  which  a  certain  bold  fea  captain 
made  to  Cardinal  Mazarini  not  long  ago. 

It  being  the  general  dilcourfe  of  this  city,  with  what 
intuit  and  defiance  Admiral  Morofmi,  with  about  thirty 
men  of  war,  entered  the  Hellefpont,  and  braved  the 
Dardanelles  ;  this  officer  told  the  cardinal,  that  if  he  would 
furnifh  him  with  half  that  number  of  fhips,  he  would 
engage  to  drive  the  Sultan  out  of  his  feraglio,  lay  that 
palace  in  the  dull,  and  beat  down  the  towers  of  all  the 
mofques  in  Conftantiuople,  or  lofe  his  life  in  the  attempt. 
To  which  the  Cardinal  replied,  “  Monlieur,  I  believe 
it  is  poffible,  if  you  could  finiffi  your  work,  before  they 
would  board  your  men  of  war  with  an  hundred  galleys  and 
faiques  full  of  armed  men.” 

It  is  faid,  that  Cardinal  Richlieu  had  fach  a  projeff 
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once,  which  made  him  propose  the  building  of  prodigi¬ 
ous  high  ihips,  whofe  outfides  fhould  be  duck  all  over 
with  diarp  fpikes,  that  (hould  render  it  impoffible  for  gal¬ 
leys  to  board  them. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  know,  that  fuch  an  attempt  is  not 
thought  impracticable  by  the  Chriftians.  I  wifh  it  be  not 
put  in  effectual  execution  by  them,  when  the  Porte  may 
lead  dream  of  it. 

Chridina  Queen  of  Svvedeland,  has  caufed  a  mod  mag¬ 
nificent  veffel  to  be  built,  with  defign  to  prefect  it  to 
Cardinal  Mazarini.  The  inner  work  of  the  cabin  is  of 
cedar,  curioufly  overlaid  with  flowers,  and  other  imagery 
of  gold ;  the  extremity  of  the  Item  adorned  with  win¬ 
dows,  flatues,  and  galleries  ;  the  wooden  work  all  over¬ 
laid  with  the  fame  metal ;  the  roof  of  the  cabin  prefents 
the  dory  of  Jafon’s  expedition  to  get  the  golden  fleece, 
painted  by  the  bed  maders  in  Svvedeland  ;  all  the  furni¬ 
ture  fpeaks  the  royal  bounty  of  her  that  gives  it ;  the 
cannon  are  of  the  pured  brafs ;  the  red  of  the  tackle 
ftich  as  are  fitted  to  weather  the  winds  and  waves ;  from 
which  neither  this  queen’s  fovereignty  in  Svvedeland,  nor 
the  cardinal’s  grandeur  in  France,  could  exempt  either 
of  them,  were  they  expofed  to  fea. 

There  are  thofe  who  whifper  on  this  occafion,  that 
the  Queen  of  Swedeland  has  feme  inclinations  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  ;  that  fhe  has  had  feveral  con¬ 
ferences  with  Monfieur  Chanut  on  that  fubjeCt,  as  alfo 
with  his  prieds  ;  that  her  refident  in  Portugal  has  openly 
embraced  that  faith,  not  without  the  queen’s  private  con- 
fent  and  approbation.  It  is  not  material  to  us  what  re¬ 
ligion  the  infidels  profefs,  whild  they  affert  doctrines  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  divine  unity,  and  the  truth  of  the  fent 
of  God.  I  behold,  at  this  time,  an  evident  fign  of  his 
unity  in  the  heavens ;  it  is  the  new  moon  jud  rifing  from 
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the  lower  hemifphere.  At  the  fight  of  this  planet,  the 
meffenger  of  God  has  commanded  me  to  fall  on  my  face, 
and  adore  the  Eternal. 

Wherefore,  praying  that  her  influences  may  prove  pro¬ 
pitious  to  thee,  whilft  thou  art  on  the  ocean,  I  bid  thee 
adieu. 

Pjris,  23d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


BOOK  III. 

LETTER  I. — To  Bedredin,  Superior  of  the  Convent 
of  Dervfes,  at  Cogni  in  Natalia. 

Not  more  welcome  are  the  rich  perfumes  of  Arabia  to 
a  foul  aimoft  expiring  through  grief  and  melancholy  than 
is  thy  letter  to  Mahmut,  wherein  is  contained  the  certi¬ 
ficate  of  thy  being  yet  on  this  fide  the  ftate  of  invifibles. 
Methinks,  all  nature  floutifhes  while  thou  art  alive  ;  and 
I  feel  a  fpirit  within  me  prompts  me  toprefage,  that  thy 
death,  like  the  fall  of  leaves  in  autumn,  will  prove  the 
harbinger  of  the  world’s  laft  winter.  Whilft  thou  livcft, 
thy  prayers  and  merits  fupport  the  drooping  elements, 
which  are  now  aimoft  ready  to  fall  into  their  primitive 
chaos  and  inactivity.  The  angel  of  the  trumpet,  in  con¬ 
templation  of  thy  virtue,  delays  to  found  the  grand  tre¬ 
mendous  blaft,  which,  at  an  inftant,  fhall  puff  out  the 
light  of  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  and  blow  the  breath  out  of 
the  noftrils  of  all  the  living  generations.  That  day  fhall 
be  a  day  of  dfcrknefs,  horror,  and  filence,  till  the  hour 
of  tranfmigration  comes  ;  when,  at  the  fecond  blaft,  the 
firmament  fhal?  rent  afunder,  like  the  opening  of  eur- 
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tains  ;  this  old  world  fliall  fly  away  like  a  fhadow,  to  the 
right  hand  and  to  the  left  :  Then  fliall  naked  fouls  hang 
hovering  in  the  empty  fpace  betwixt  paradife  and  hell ; 
the  throne  fliall  be  placed,  judgment  fnall  be  given  ;  and, 
to  wind  up  the  myfteries  of  fate,  a  new  and  immortal 
world  fhall  at  a  moment  fpring  forth  from  the  womb  of 
eternity,  and  poffefs  the  place  of  the  former. 

I  write  not  this  to  inftruct  thee,  Venerable  Bedredin, 
who  art  a  mine  of  knowledge,  but  to  fatisfy  thee,  that 
though  I  live  amongft  infidels,  yet  I  conferve  inviolate 
the  faith  of  my  fathers,  believing  the  book  brought 
down  from  the  eternal  archives.  Thou  feareft  that  I 
fhall  turn  Chriftian,  being  accufed  by  fome  of  levity  in 
my  opinions  ;  by  others  of  profanenefs  and  atheifm  ;  by 
all,  of  difeovering  too  favourable  an  inclination  to  the 
Nazarenes. 

Suffer  me,  O  holy  prefident  of  the  fervants  of  God, 
to  purge  myfelf  of  thefe  falfe  imputations,  the  produft 
of  envy  and  malice.  Permit  me  to  lay  at  thy  facred  feet 
a  modeft  apology  for  my  faith. 

Let  not  that  defeription  of  the  Chriftians  Mefiias  which 
I  fent  thee  in  my  laft  letter,  create  in  thee  an  opinion  to 
my  difadvantage,  nor  prevail  on  thee  to  think,  I  can  e- 
ver  fwerve  from  the  profound  attach  I  owe  to  the  fent  of 
.God.  I  honour  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary  ;  and  fo  I  do  all 
his  brethren,  the  prophets  in  paradife  :  This  I  am  taught 
in  the  Alcoran.  Where  is  then  my  crime  ?  If  I  give 
virtue  its  due  praife,  even  in  the  infidels,  am  I  therefore 
a  Nazarene  ?  If  I  fpeak  with  reverence  and  modeity  of 
Chriftian  princes,  am  not  I  therefore  a  muffulman  ?  Or, 
does  the  book  of  glory  teach  us  arrogance  ?  Surely  my 
traducers  will  blufh,  when  they  fhall  confider,  that  onr 
auguft  emperors  themfelves  (who  are  fovereigns  of  all 
the  kings  on  earth ),  when  they  vouchfafe  to  write  to 
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Chriftian  princes,  dictate  their  letters  in  a  ilyle  full  of  af- 
feftion  and  regard  :  They  give  them  magnificent  titles  at 
the  beginning,  and  at  the  conclufion  they  wifh  them  in- 
creafe  of  felicity,  both  here  and  in  paradife.  And  would 
it  become  a  Have  to  treat  crowned  heads  with  lefs  refpeCt 
than  does  the  Matter  of  the  Univerfe  ?  If  I  have  con¬ 
tracted  friendlhip  with  fome  of  the  Chriftian  dervifes,  it 
was  to  ferve  the  ends  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  perform 
the  iites  of  gratitude.  I  thought  it  no  crime  to  receive 
a  kindnefs  from  any  man,  or  to  return  it,  without  exa¬ 
mining  his  religion.  But  perhaps  they  fufpeCt  the  inti¬ 
macies  I  had  with  Cardinal  Richlieu,  and  ftill  have  with 
his  fucceffor  Mazarini.  Reft  allured,  O  holy  dervife, 
that  my  accefs  to  thefe  princes  of  the  Roman  church  is 
fo  far  from  being  criminal,  that  without  it  I  never  had 
been  capable  of  penetrating  into  the  counfels  of  tile  infi¬ 
dels,  nor  of  doing  any  effectual  fervice  to  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior.  The  countenance  which  my  familiarity  with  thefe 
two  great  minifters  affords  me,  has  all  along  facilitated 
my  defigns ;  and,  whilft  under  their  umbrage  I  am  ta¬ 
ken  for  a  zealous  Chriftian,  I  fecretly  lay  a  foundation, 
whereon,  in  due  time,  fhall  be  built,  even  in  the  heart  of 
Chriftendom,  triumphal  arches  for  the  victorious  mufful- 
mans.  It  is  ftr'ange,  methinks,  that,  after  all  this,  I 
ftiould  be  fufpeCted  !  That  notwithftanding  I  have  pa¬ 
tiently  endured  nine  years  confinement  to  an  obfeure  and 
private  life  ;  a  melancholy  banifhment  to  a  ftrange  coun¬ 
try,  yea,  to  a  city  for  which  I  have  a  natural  averfion ; 
a  city  the  moft  unclean,  noify,  and  vain  in  the  whole 
earth  ;  to  be  Unit  up,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  difeovery, 
in  a  chamber  fo  narrow,  that  fufpicion  itfelf,.  nay,  even 
thought,  the  mother  of  that  little  paflion,  would  fweat 
and  be  ftifled,  when  once  circumfcribed  within  thefe 
walls  j  and,  after  all  this,  to  be  made  a  prifoner  of  ftate, 
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on  jealoufy  of  being  a  Mahometan  ;  to  abide  that  punifh- 
ment  fo  many  moons  unmoved,  uncorrupted,  and  at 
length  to  be  releafed,  to  the  advantage  of  the  Ottoman 
intereft,  and  yet  to  be  traduced  at  home,  for  a  traitor  .to 
God,  his  prophet,  and  nay  fovereign,  has  furely  fome- 
thing  in  it  inccnfutent. 

What  is  then  my  crime  ?  Or  why  am  I  thus  afperfed  ? 
Let  my  flanderers  hereafter  be  filent ;  unlefs  they  will 
lay  it  to  my  charge,  that  in  fome  of  my  letters  I  have 
difcovered  a  mind  free  from  fuperftition  ;  that  I  put  a 
high  value  on  reafon,  and  have  no  low  efteem  for  fome 
of  the  ancient  philofophers  ;  that  I  endeavour  to  guard 
my  fenfe,  and  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  muzzled  with  the 
impofitions  of  ignorance  and  prejudice  ;  that  I  do  not 
think  it  a  neceflary  qualification  of  a  muffulman  to  pur- 
fue  with  inexorable  hatred  all  men  that  differ  from  me  in 
opinion  ;  in  fine,  that  in  all  my  converfation,  I  ftrive  to 
comport  myfelf  as  one  who  afierts  the  unity  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  effence,  the  plurality  of  his  prophets,  the  determi¬ 
nate  number  of  the  eleft  ;  and  who  is  refolved  and  pre¬ 
pared  rather  to  die  a  thoufand  deaths  than  voluntarily  to 
commit  an  impiety  againfi:  thefe  principles,  or  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  Grand  Signior,  who  has  a  right  to  command 
all  mankind.  If  thefe  be  crimes,  I  mull  own  myfelf  cul¬ 
pable  ;  if  not,  let  my  accufers  lay  their  hand  upon  their 
mouth.  And  continue  thou,  fage  doflor  of  our  holy 
law,  to  inftrudf  me  with  thy  counfels,  to  affift  me  with 
thy  prayers,  and  to  proteft  me  with  thy  firiendihip  :  then 
fhall  Mahmut  perfevere  a  true  believer,  a  faithful  Have  to 
the  Ofman  emperor,  and  a  devout  admirer  of  thy  longe¬ 
vity  and  virtue. 

I  fhould  fear  this  might  be  the  laft  letter  I  fhould  have 
the  honour  to  fend  thee,  were  I  not  convinced  by  fome 
near  examples,  that  old  age  was  not  reftrained  to  the 
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times  before  the  flood.  Though  thou  haft  far  outpaced 
the  ordinary  years  of  men,  yet  there  is  at  this  time,  not 
far  from  Paris,  a  man  who  has  near  doubled  thy  age. 
He  is  ap  hermit,  living  on  a  hill,  where  all  things  necef- 
fary  for  human  fuftenance  feem  to  be  wanting  ;  the  walls 
of  his  houfe  are  built  of  mud,  with  his  own  hands  (a 
weak  defence  again!!  wind  and  rains)  ;  his  bed  is  com- 
pofed  of  leaves  of  trees  ;  a  ftone  ferves  him  for  his  pil¬ 
low  ;  his  diet  confifts  of  fuch  herbs  and  fruits  as  that 
mountain  affords  him  ;  a  neighbouring  well  allays  his 
thirft :  He  has  dwelt  in  this  place,  and  in  this  manner, 
eighty-three  years,  after  he  had  travelled  moft  parts  of 
Europe  and  Afia.  A!k  him  by  what  means  he  preferr¬ 
ed  his  life  fo  long,  he  ar.fwers,  “  By  living  free  from 
care,  and  by  being  indifferent  to  all  tilings.”  He  fore- 
tels  things  to  come  with  marvellous  fuccefs,  as  has  often 
been  obferved,  which  makes  the  people  efteem  him  a 
prophet. 

The  French  tell  me  of  another  who  lived  longer  than 
he,  being  three  hundred  ftxty  and  one  years  old  when  he 
died.  He  was  called  John  of  the  Times,  in  regard  he 
lived  from  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Great  to  that  of  the 
Emperor  Conrade.  And  being  allced  what  diet  he  ufed, 
his  anfwer  was,  “  Honey  within,  and  oil  without.” 

This  comforts  me  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  thee  on 
earth,  though  many  years  hence  ;  fince  no  man  can  ex¬ 
ceed  thee  in  abftiner.ee,  i'obriety,  and  the  calmnefs  of  thy 
mind. 

The  Great  Author  of  Life  fo  grant,  that  if  I  may  not 
enjoy  this  felicity  here,  yet  I  may  not,  by  any  enormous 
crimes,  merit  to  be  excluded  thy  fociety  in  paradife. 

Fans,  nth  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 
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II. — To  Murat,  Baja. 

X*h  e  French  are  puffed  up  with  the  late  defeat  they 
gave  the  Spanifn  fleet  in  fight  of  Naples.  Their  joy 
would  know  no  bounds,  were  it  not  curbed  by  the  lofs  of 
the  Duke  of  Breze,  who  was  flain  by  a  cannon  bullet  in 
this  naval  combat. 

The  young  Prince  of  Conde  has  been  alfo  forced  to 
withdraw  his  army  from  before  Lerida,  that  place  being 
ever  fatal  to  the  French.  This  has  leffened  the  difgrace 
which  the  Count  of  Harcourt  received  the  laft  campaign, 
in  not  being  able  to  cariy  that  town  after  fix  moons 
fiege. 

But  the  news  from  the  Levant  has  elated  all  the  Franks 
beyond  meafure  ;  yet,  I  hope,  the  relations  that  are  Mat¬ 
tered  abroad  on  that  fubjeft,  are  rather  an  effedl  of  their 
wifhes  than  of  any  real  fuccefs  againft  the  invincible  Of- 
mans. 

It  is  reported,  that  there  have  been  two  fea-fights  be¬ 
tween  our  fleets  and  the  Venetians  ;  that  in  the  former 
we  loft  two  thoufand  men,  feven  galleys,  and  a  baffa  ; 
that  in  the  latter  the  V enetians  took  forty  galleys,  lix 
caramufals,  and  fifty  faiques,  laden  with  men  and  ammu¬ 
nition  for  the  relief  of  our  army  in  Candy. 

The  honour  of  this  laft  vidlory  is  afcribed  to  the  va¬ 
lour  and  conduct  of  Bernard  Morofini  and  General  Gri- 
mani  ;  Bernard  fucceeding  his  brother  Thomas  Morofini, 
who  was  killed,  as  they  lay,  in  the  firft  battle. 

The  Chriftians  every  where  exprefs  great  joy  for  thefe 
viftories.  The  open  ftreets  are  filled  with  tables,  cover¬ 
ed  with  all  manner  of  dainties,  at  the  public  coft  ;  they 
feaft  and  revel  night  and  day  ;  the  bells  ring  continually, 
and  bonfires  are  made  to  celebrate  the  triumph  oi  the 
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Nazarenes ;  they  prefage  to  themfelves  the  conquelt  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  and  eternal  vi&ories. 

From  Dalmatia  the  polls  bring  daily  news  of  our  Ioffes 
and  difgraces.  It  is  known  here,  that  the  caftles  of  Xe- 
monido,  Novigrade,  Nadin,  Carin,  and  all  the  places  of 
llrength  which  we  had  in  our  poffeffion,  except  Cliffa,  are 
taken  by  the  Venetians. 

They  laugh  at  our  liege  of  Sebenico,  where  we  loll 
two  thoufand  men,  and  at  length  were  forced  to  leave 
our  camp  to  the  Chriftians,  our  general  being  frighted  a- 
way  by  a  few  women. 

It  feems  ftrange  and  ominous  to  me,  that  thofe  arms 
which  have  formerly  crulhed  the  greatell  monarchies  to 
pieces,  and  have  changed  the  face  of  the  whole  earth, 
Ihould  now  be  foiled  by  a  few  defperadoes.  I  dare  be 
thus  far  a  prophet,  that  either  the  foldiers  are  difgufted, 
which  will  produce  a  revolution,  or  the  mighty  empire 
of  the  Ofmans  is  in  its  decline,  which  God  avert. 

The  Chriftians  (who  are  not  ignorant  of  our  affairs, 
nor  of  the  very  fecrets  of  the  feraglio),  by  an  odd  kind 
of  charity,  pray  for  the  long  life  of  Sultan  Ibrahim  ;  for, 
they  fay,  our  armies  mull  needs  mifearry  during  his 
reign,  mod  of  the  officers  being  offended  at  his  licentious 
life,  and  cruel  actions.  Befides,  they  tax  him  with  pro- 
fufenefs,  in  that  he  has  not  fpared  the  private  treafury  of 
gold,  which,  by  the  frugality  of  his  predeceffors,  had 
been  heaped  together,  and  which  it  was  not  counted 
lawful  for  them  to  touch,  unlefs  in  the  utmoft  peril  of 
the  empire.  They  fay,  that  by  the  additions  which  ful- 
tan  Amurat  had  made,  this  treafure  was  augmented  to 
above  thirty  millions' of  fequins ;  but  that  our  prefent 
emperor  has  fquandered  molt  of  it  away  on  his  ple&fure. 
They  compare  him  to  Ileliogabalus,  the  moll  effeminate 
prince  that  ever  reigned ;  praifmg  at  the  fame  time  the 
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magnanimity  and  valour  of  Sultan  Amurat,  who,  they 
fay,  was  the  ftouteft  man  on  earth:  they  highly  applaud 
his  bravery  at  the  hege  of  Babylon,  when  he  accepted 
the  challenge  of  the  Perfian  foldier  ;  and  entering  into  a 
fingle  combat  with  the  unhappy  Redhead,  at  one  blow, 
■with  his  fabre,  cleft  him  (though  in  armour)  to  the  mid¬ 
dle  ;  in  memorial  whereof,  thou  knoweft,  that  armour 
hangs  to  this  day  in  the  hazoda.  In  fine,  they  extol  his 
juflice,  whereof  he  gave  a  remarkable  inftance,  inpunifii- 
ing  a  certain  hogia  who  had  cheated  a  pilgrim  of  his 
jewels  :  Thou  remembereft  that  paffage.  And  the  ftone 
mortar,  wherein  that  miferable  wretch  was  pounded  alive 
by  his  own  fentence,  is  yet  to  be  feen  at  the  gate  of  the 
divan,  a  monument  of  his  villany,  and  the  fultan’s  juf- 
tice. 

Thefe  things  are  not  unknown  in  the  Weft  ;  for  the 
Nazarenes  have  their  intelligences  in  the  imperial  city. 
Hence  they  derive  occaftons  to  cenfure  or  praife  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  our  auguft  emperors,  who  are  companions  of  the 
fun,  and  brother's  of  the  ftars. 

What  I  have  faid,  I  truft  to  thy  integrity,  whereof  I 
have  had  experience.  Thofe  who  degenerate  from  that 
virtue,  may  their  fouls  find  no  more  reft  in  the  other 
world  than  a  Frenchman’s  hat  has  in  this,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  in  motion.  Adieu. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


III. —  To  Mahomet  Techli,  Baffa  of  Bofnia,  at  his 
Camp  in  Dalmatia. 

Thou  art  a  fit  man  to  lead  the  muffulman  armies,  who 
durft  not  hold  up  thy  head  againft  a  few  women  :  Per¬ 
haps  thy  mother’s  milk  hangs  yet  on  thy  chin  j  thou 
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art  not  weaned  from  the  difcipline  of  the  nurfery. — 
Was  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Sebenico  of  fo  fmall  a  price, 
that  thou  fhouldft  bafely  decamp  from  before  it,  becaufe 
a  few  females  appeared  on  the  walls  ?  Is  this  the  way 
to  aggrandize  thy  mailer  ?  What  will  the  Chriftians  fay 
to  this  cowardice  ?  Nay,  what  do  they  not  lay  already  : 
The  news  of  that  fiege  had  reached  all  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  Nuzarenes  were  big  with  expectation  of  the 
event.  Now  they  know  it,  they  laugh  both  at  thee  and 
at  all  the  muffulmans.  Thou  haft  brought  a  difgrace  on 
the  moft  exalted  empire  in  the  world. 

What  if  thou  didfl  lofe  two  thoufand  men  before  the 
wails  of  that  fort  ?  Is  that  a  fufficient  juftification  of  thy 
railing  the  fiege  ?  Our  glorious  fulcans  do  not  ufe  to  win 
cities  and  caftles  without  blood  ;  neither  do  they  fpare 
to  facrifice  the  bell  part  of  their  army  to  the  honour  of 
their  arms,  whilft  our  indefatigable  foldiers  have  mount¬ 
ed  on  heaps  of  flaughtered  fpahis,  and  fcaled  the  battle¬ 
ments  of  their  enemies.  Whereas,  thou  wert  afraid  of  a 
few  ftones  that  the  women  hurled  on  thy  men  from  the 
walls  !  Thou  art  more  effeminate  than  Sardanapalus  !  It 
were  fitter  for  thee  to  handle  the  diftaff,  and  fpin  for  thy 
bread,  than  to  draw  a  fvvord  in  the  field  of  honour.  It 
is  a  wonder  thy  own  foldiers  do  not  abandon  thee,  being 
afhamed  to  ferve  under  fo  weak  a  commander. 

I  counfel  thee,  fpeedily  to  recover  tby  loft  reputation 
by  fome  notable  fervice.  Let  not  perils  affright  thee ; 
but  remember  that  true  fortitude  furmouuts  all  difficul¬ 
ties  ;  and  that  thou  canft  not  pafs  into  the  temple  of  ho¬ 
nour  but  through  that  of  virtue.  It  is  not  my  part  to 
project  for  thee  :  The  whole  country  is  before  thee ; 
thou  knoweft,  or  at  leaft  oughteft  to  know,  the  motions 
and  ftrength  of  thy  enemies.  Do  fomething  fpeedily 
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that  lhall  fpeak  thee  wife  and  valiant.  Thou  hadil  bet¬ 
ter  lofe  thy  life  fo  than  by  a  bow-ftring. 

Take  this  advice  as  a  mark  of  my  friendfhip,  for  Mali- 
mut  ufes  not  fo  frankly  to  reprove  thofe  whom  he  efteems 
his  enemies.  Adieu. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


IV. — To  Achmet,  BaJJa. 

]Nl  ot  long  ago  arrived  here  a  courier  from  Swedeland, 
bringing  letters  from  Queen  Chriftina  and  Monfieur  Cha- 
nut,  the  French  refident  at  Stockholm. 

Among  other  matters  they  give  an  account,  that  on 
the  twenty-feventh  day  of  the  feventh  moon,  that  great 
princefs  had  like  to  have  been  ftabbed  in  the  midft  of  her 
guards,  furrounded  with  her  courtiers,  before  the  altar 
of  her  God,  at  an  hour  when  all  the  fubjefts  of  that 
kingdom  were  on  their  knees,  to  render  Heaven  propi¬ 
tious  to  her  and  the  public. 

That  day  there  was  a  fall  proclaimed  through  all 
Swedeland,  and  he  was  elleemed  no  good  fubjcCt  who  did 
not  repair  to  the  public  folemnities.  The  queen,  to 
give  an  example,  went  at  the  third  hour  of  the  day  to 
the  mofque  of  her  palace,  attended  by  the  great  officers 
of  Hate,  and  a  numerous  train  of  the  nobility.  When 
the  preacher  (as  is  the  cullom)  had  made  an  end  of 
fpeaking,  all  that  were  prefent  fell  on  their  keees,  to  per¬ 
form  the  appointed  devotions.  But  it  being  the  falhion 
of  the  Nazarenes  to  utter  fome  fecret  preparative  ori- 
fons,  the  men  covered  their  faces  with  their  hats  to  be 
more  recollected. 

While  all  eyes  were  thus  veiled,  a  certain  fellow, 
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fnatching  the  opportunity,  fteps  from  his  place,  and,  with¬ 
out  making  any  great  noife,  by  large  ftrides,  advances 
unfeen  to  the  rails  which  enclofe  the  pavement  next  to 
the  altar,  where  the  queen  was  on  her  knees.  But,  in 
leaping  over,  he  was  perceived  by  a  certain  nobleman, 
who  immediately  cried  out  to  the  guards  to  ftop  the  af- 
fallin.  They  crofied  their  partizans,  but  the  villain  hurl¬ 
ed  them  one  againft  another  with  fo  great  violence,  that 
while  they  were  llriving  to  recover  their  entangled  wea¬ 
pons,  he  got  quite  through  them.  At  which  time  the 
queen  alfo  railing  herfelf  up  at  the  noife,  pulhed  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  her  guards,  who  kneeled  befide  her :  He  karting 
from  his  place,  leaped  between  the  queen  and  the  mur¬ 
derer,  who  was  now  within  two  paces  of  her.  He  feizes 
the  wretch  ;  and,  upon  immediate  fearch,  they  found  two 
long  lharp-pointed  knives  about  him,  without  fheaths  ; 
one  in  his  bofom,  the  other  in  his  pocket.  The  prifon 
being  in  the  callle,  or  palace  of  the  queen,  under  her  ve¬ 
ry  apartment,  lhe  was  not  willing  he  Ihould  be  carried 
thither,  but  ordered  him  to  be  recondu&ed  to  his  own 
chamber,  which  was  in  the  college  of  Stockholm,  he  be¬ 
ing  an  ecclefialtic  of  the  faid  college  ;  commanding  alfo 
a  good  guard  to  be  fet  over  him,  which  was  performed 
accordingly. 

As  foon  as  the  wretch  faw  himfelf  in  his  chamber,  he 
faid  aloud,  “  That  when  he  went  out  in  the  morning,  he 
little  thought  of  ever  returning  again,  having  undertaken 
an  adtion,  in  doing  which  he  expected  to  lofe  his  life.” 

They  ufed  all  diligence  imaginable  in  difeovering  the 
authors  of  this  intended  murder,  but  could  learn  nothing 
more  than  that  this  fellow  was  a  lunatic,  whom  at  certain 
feafons  an  unaccountable  fury  fpurred  on  to  many  extra¬ 
vagancies. 
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Yet  fome  fufpect  that  he  was  hired  by  the  Lutheran 
clergy  to  give  this  execrable  blow,  who  were  apprehen- 
five  that  the  queen,  hearkening  too  much  to  the  infinua- 
tions  of  her  tutor,  who  was  a  Calvinift,  would  innovate 
the  eftabiifhed  religion  of  the  country. 

If  this  be  a  well-grounded  fufpicion,  it  follows  at  the 
belt,  that  religion,  which  ought  to  correct  the  morals  of 
men,  and  have  an  influence  in  reftraining  their  exorbitant 
pafiions,  is  become  the  corrupter  of  their  manners,  and 
the  fomenter  of  the  moil  enormous  crimes.  But  this  is 
common  among  the  Chriftians,  who  being  divided  into 
innumerable  parties,  diftinguifhed  by  as  many  feveral 
names,  yet  each  fedl  is  fo  fure  that  their  way  is  the  only 
right  path  to  falvation,  that  they  fpare  for  neither  mur¬ 
ders,  facrileges,  nor  treafons,  to  profeiyte  the  reft  to  their 
opinion,  being  unwilling  that  any  ihould  live  who  are  net 
of  the  fame  mind  with  them. 

The  King  of  France,  and  the  queen-regent,  received 
the  news  of  Queen  Chriftina’s  delivery  from  this  defign- 
ed  blow  with  much  joy,  the  interefts  of  both  crowns  be¬ 
ing  at  this  time  clofely  intermingled. 

I  can  inform  thee  of  nothing  more  remarkable  at  pre- 
fent,  fave,  that  certain  letters  are  intercepted,  which  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria  had  written  to  the  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg  and  the  Eletlor  of  Cologne  ;  the  contents  of  which 
difeover,  that  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  is  not  far  from  a  re¬ 
conciliation  with  the  emperor  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  only  waits  the  event  of  things  to  direft  him  in 
the  choice  of  his  party. 

God  confirm  thee  in  thy  integrity,  that  thou  mayeft 
riever  waver  or  fwerve  from  the  fervice  and  duty  thou 
oweft  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  28th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  .1647- 
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V. — To  Cara  Hali,  a  Phyjician  at  Conjlantinople. 

T  hou  haft  heaped  many  favours  on  me,  yet  I  have  ne- 
ver  had  an  opportunity  of  making  the  leaft  acknowledg¬ 
ment.  Accept  now  a  fmall  prefent  from  Mahmut’s  hands, 
who  being  not  mafter  of  wealth,  can  make  no  great  ones. 
I  fend  thee  neither  filver,  gold,  nor  jewels,  which  the  irifa- 
tiable  avarice  of  mortals  has  violently  torn  from  the  bowels 
of  their  common  mother  ;  neither  (halt  thou  receive  from 
me  any  of  the  more  familiar  products  of  the  earth,  fuch 
as  grow  on  her  furface.  Expedt  no  choice  fruits,  or  wine, 
or  oil,  nor  any  thing  framed  by  the  art  of  man,  whether 
for  delight  or  ufe.  What  I  fend  thee  is  the  dew  of  hea¬ 
ven,  a  certain  quintefience  of  the  elements,  an  ethereal 
fpirit  ;  firft  condenfed  into  a  vapour,  then  into  a  more  li¬ 
quid  fubftance,  and  afterwards  congealed  into  a  gum.  It 
is  the  celebrated  manna  of  Calabria. 

Adonai  the  Jew  fent  it  to  me  out  of  Italy,  as  a  rarity. 
I  knew  not  whom  fo  properly  to  oblige  with  this  prefent 
as  the  ftudious  of  natural  things,  Hali  the  fage  phyfician, 
and  my  friend. 

The  philofopher  Averroes,  our  countryman,  has  writ¬ 
ten  much  of  this  excellent  fubftance.  He  calls  it  the 
food  of  the  airy  angels  ;  and  fays,  the  young  ravens, 
crying  in  their  nefts,  are  nourifhed  by  this  heavenly  diet 
when  the  old  ones  forfake  them  ;  and  that  the  cameleons 
feek  no  other  repaft  during  their  lives,  but  the  invifible 
manna  that  every  where  floats  in  the  morning  air.  He 
holds  it  pofiible,  that  a  man,  after  he  has  pafied  his  great 
climadler,  may  live  without  any  other  fuftenance,  fave 
what  he  receives  from  this  heavenly  diftillation  ;  that  he 
may  thus  prolong  his  life  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years, 
which  will  complete  the  appointed  age  of  mortals.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  the  fublimely  inftrudted  among  the  Arabians  are 
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of  the  fame  opinion  ;  fo  are  not  a  few  of  the  Hebrew 
rabbis ;  but  the  Chriftians,  who  are  gluttons,  laugh  at 
this  dodftrine  as  ridiculous  and  impra&icable,  forgetting 
at  the  fame  time  what  they  read  in  their  bible  (which 
they  pretend  is  the  rule  of  the'r  faith),  that  the  Ifraelites 
had  nothing  elfe  to  feed  on  for  a  conftderable  time  in  the 
defart,  when  they  were  almoft  eight  hundred  thoufand 
fouls,  and  the  greateft  part  of  them  in  their  full  ftrength, 
men  of  arms,  and  inured  to  the  toils  of  war. 

Certainly  it  were  a  defirable  thing,  that  this  divine  lar- 
gefs  were  diftributed  to  all  the  regions  on  earth.  But 
God  fends  his  blelfings  to  whom,  and  when  he  pleafes. 
It  is  he  that  direfteth  the  clouds,  when  they  move 
through  the  air,  and  reft  not  till  they  arrive  at  barren  and 
dry  places,  where  they  pour  forth  their  water  to  refrefh 
the  earth,  and  render  it  fruitful.  God  !  there  is  but 
one  God,  Lord  of  the  worlds !  Thefe  are  figns  of  his 
unity  to  true  believers,  but  the  incredulous  have  harden¬ 
ed  their  hearts. 

It  is  recorded,  that  in  former  times,  the  ground  where¬ 
on  this  manna  defcended,  belonged  to  a  certain  noble¬ 
man  of  the  country,  w'ho,  covetous  of  the  unufual  blelT- 
ing,  undertook  to  enclofe  all  that  land  with  a  high  wall,, 
to  the  end  that  fo  rare  a  gift  might  not  be  made  com¬ 
mon  to  every  one  ;  but,  as  foon  as  the  woikmen  had  be- 
crun  to  lay  the  foundation  of  this  enclofure,  the  manna 
eeafed  to  fall,  and  fo  continued  as  long  as  they  proceed¬ 
ed  in  that  envious  work  ;  which,  when  the  lord  of  the 
ground  was  made  fenftble  of,  he  commanded  the  work¬ 
men  to  defift,  faying  withal,  “  The  Almighty  gives,  and 
the  Almighty  takes  away ;  henceforward,  I  will  not  feek 
to  reftrain  the  free  gift  of  Heaven.”  Upon  which,  the 
manna  defcended  daily,  as  before,  and  fo  has  continued 
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to  do  ever  fince.  Doubtlefs,  this  is  a  figa  of  God’s  om¬ 
nipotence. 

If  thou  wilt  permit  me  to  play  the  philofopher,  I  will 
tell  thee  my  opinion,  why  this  manna  is  feen  rather  ift 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  than  in  any  other  region  of  the 
earth. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  earth  of  this  country  a- 
bounds  with  veins  of  fulphur,  which  are  diffufed  up  and 
down  through  all  parts,  and  heat  the  foil  to  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  degree  ;  hence  it  follows,  that  the  lower  region 
of  the  air,  in  this  country,  muft  needs  acquire  a  greater 
degree  of  heat  and  drynefs  alfo,  being  perpetually  rati¬ 
fied  by  the  fiery  atoms,  which  every  where  tranfpire 
through  the  pores  of  the  earth,  as  from  a  furnace. 

This  being  fo,  it  is  not  hard  to  conceive,  that  the 
vapours  which  are  exhaled  by  the  fun  into  the  upper  re¬ 
gion,  in  the  heat  of  a  fummer’s  day,  and  there  become 
impregnated  by  the  ethereal  fpirit  (which  remains  pure 
and  unclothed  in  thofe  ferener  tracks,  and  confequently 
is  apt  to  incorporate  with  any  proper  vehicle),  naturally 
defcend  again  in  the  cool  of  the  night ;  but  not  meeting 
with  a  congeneous  b@dy  of  vapours  in  the  lower  region, 
that  air  being  over  purified,  and  grown  defecate  through 
the  too  near  neighbourhood  of  the  burning  foil,  fo  that 
they  cannot  diffufe  themfelves  through  the  air  for  want 
of  a  fit  medium,  they  confiding  of  homogeneous  parts, 
and  following  the  natural  pofition  of  the  element,  and 
the  laws  of  gravity,  contract  themfelves  into  little  globu¬ 
lar  forms,  the  lower  they  defcend ;  thus  fettling  on  the 
leaves  of  trees,  on  the  grafs  and  herbs,  on  ftones,  and 
any  part  of  the  earth,  appearing  like  grains  of  tranfpa- 
rent  gum. 

Hence  alfo  I  conceive,  that  the  fame  manna  (which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  an  ethereal  fpirit,  embodied  in  light 
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and  dulcid  vapours)  abounds  in  the  air  of  moft  countries, 
but  remains  invifible,  rarely  fo  far  condenfed  as  to  fettle 
in  a  grofs  body  on  the  ground,  becaufe  the  air  of  thofe 
regions  is  not  fo  rarified  as  is  that  of  Calabria,  having  no 
luch  fubterranean  fires  to  drink  the  vapours  up  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  mcift  and  thick,  the  defcending  manna,  inftead  of 
eontra&ing-itlelf  into  globular  bodies,  and  through  its 
weight  finking  to  the  earth,  dilates  itfelf,  and  incorpo¬ 
rates  with  the  floating  vapours  ;  juft  as  if  you  pour  drops 
of  water  into  a  veflel  full  of  the  fame  element,  thofe  drops 
do  not  fink  to  the  bottom,  but  finding  an  homogeneous 
body,  they  mix  with  it,  and  are  difperfed  every  way  ; 
whereas,  if  there  be  nothing  in  the  way  to  flop  them, 
they  immediately  fall  to  the  ground. 

But  I  fhall  tire  thee  with  my  philofophy,  forgetting 
that  I  fpeak  to  a  man  confummate  in  all  fciences.  A- 
donai  relates  many  remarkable  pafiages  of  this  countiy, 
too  tedious  for  a  letter.  I  will  only  tell  thee,  in  fhort, 
that  the  kingdom  of  Naples  is  efteemed  one  of  the  moft 
deleftable  regions  on  earth,  the  trees  flourifhing  twice  a- 
year,  and  the  foil  abounding  to  prodigality  with  corn, 
wine,  oil,  and  fruits,  and  all  things  neceflary  for  the 
life  of  man.  Yet  the  inhabitants  have  this  proverb  com¬ 
mon  among  them  ;  “  The  kingdom  of  Naples  is  a  para- 
dife  of  delights,  but  it  is  inhabited  with  devils  fo  cor¬ 
rupted  are  the  manners  of  the  people. 

Adieu,  dear  Hali,  and  think  not  Mahmut  tedious  in 
his  letters,  who  has  no  other  way,  at  this  diftance,  te 
converfe  with  his  friends. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  die  Year  1647. 
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VI. — To  Kerxer  Hassan,  Bcjfa. 

W  HE  n  this  difpatch  (hall  co-.ne  to  thy  hands,  be  al¬ 
lured,  that  Mahmut  thy  countryman,  and  flave  to  the 
Haves  of  the  Grand  Signior,  wilhes  thee  multiplicity  of 
happinefs.  I  have  many  reafons  to  honour  thee,  befldes 
the  natural  affedfion  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  between 
thofe  who  were  born  in  the  fame  region.  The  many  fa¬ 
vours  thou  haft  done  me,  have  far  exceeded  the  obliga¬ 
tion  which  arifes  from  the  vicinity  of  our  birth ;  though 
that  was  fo  near,  that  a  ftrong  man  would  have  meafurecl 
the  diftance  with  one  flight  of  an  arrow. 

The  prefent  of  kopha,  for  which  I  returned  thee 
thanks  in  my  laft,  has  wrought  wonderful  effedfs  on  me, 
being  a  perfedt  cure  of  the  melancholy  to  which  I  was 
before  fubjedt.  It  has  freed  me  from  many  diftempers, 
and  I  owe  the  prefent  eafe  and  cheerfulnefs  I  enjoy  to 
this  generous  gift. 

Methinks,  while  I  am  drinking  this  excellent  liquor, 
I  am  at  Conftantinople,  converting  with  my  friends.  It 
revives  in  me  the  genius  of  Afia,  and  fo  advantageoufly 
transforms  the  ideas  of  things  which  I  fee,  that  the 
croffes  on  the  tops  of  the  Chriftian  temples  appear  to 
me  as  half  moons  ;  and  my  imagination  prefents  to  me 
turbans  inftead  of  hats,  as  men  walk  along  the  ftreets 
of  Paris. 

Doubtlefs,  great  is  the  force  of  what  we  eat  or  drink, 
which  has  cccafioned  all  wife  lawgivers,  among  other 
fandlions,  to  prefciibe  certain  rules  of  diet  ;  and  the  care 
of  our  holy  prophet  has  been  exquifite  in  this  point,  his 
prohibitions  extending  to  all  unclean  meats  and  drinks, 
fince  they  deprasre  the  conftitutions  of  men,  and  incline 
them  to  vice.  Eut  by  his  own  example,  he  recommend¬ 
ed  to  us  the  itfe  of  this  admirable  berry,  impofing  a 
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new  name  on  the  tree  that  bears  it,  when  he  called 
;t,  the  tree  of  purification.  Hence  it  is,  that  all  the 
muffulmans  affedl  to  partake  of  the  fandlified  benefit,  it 
being  the  univerfal  beverage  of  the  Ofman  empire. 

Were  the  virtues  of  it  known  in  thefe  weftern  parts, 
st  would  match,  if  not  fupplant,  the  credit  of  their  wines, 
fince  it  equally  rcfrefhes  the  fpirits,  without  intoxicating 
the  brain. 

I  know  not  whether  thou  haft  feen  Pefteli  Hali,  my 
brother,  fince  thy  return  from  Arabia,  or  whether  thou 
hall  heard  the  news  he  brought  with  him  out  of  the  Eaft. 
He  has  furveyed  the  Indies,  Tartary,  China,  Tunquin, 
Perfia,  and  other  regions,  whofe  names  are  hardly  known 
in  fome  parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  Indeed,  we  have 
formerly  had  but  an  odd  idea  of  thofe  remote  countries ; 
but  efpecially  China  has  been  hid  from  the  greateft  part 
of  the  earth. 

In  my  earlier  years,  I  have  heard  men  of  gravity, 
who  would  be  taken  for  knowing  ptrfons,  fay,  that  China 
was  but  a  tributary  province  of  the  Tartars,  a  contemp¬ 
tible  corner  of  Afia,  and  fo  barren,  as  it  could  hardly 
afford  fuftenance  for  its  inhabitants,  which  is  a  fign  it  is 
well  peopled.  Affuredly  our  fathers  were  ignorant  of 
this  country,  which,  after  the  perpetual  monarchy  of  the 
Ofmans,  may  be  efteemed  the  fecond  empire  on  earth. 

My  brother  fays,  it  contains  fixteen  provinces,  each  as 
large  as  a  kingdom,  and  that  all  together  they  fill  up  a 
track  of  ground  as  big  as  Europe,  which  thou  knoweft 
is  one  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  and  that  this 
vaft  dominion  contains  above  an  hundred  millions  of  inha¬ 
bitants. 

The  emperor  who  reigned  when  Pefteli  Hali  was  there, 
was  called  Zunchin,  a  young  prince,  not  above  thirty 
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years  of  age,  in  whofe  veins  ran  the  blood  of  fixteen  em¬ 
perors,  his  progenitors. 

In  the  year  1640,  two  great  officers  in  his  army,  hav¬ 
ing  drawn  to  their  party  an  innumerable  company  of  the 
foldiers,  and"  being  encouraged  by  fome  grandees  at  the 
court,  made  a  revolt.  The  names  of  thefe  rebels  were 
Lycungz  and  Changien.  They  foon  became  mailers  of 
five  provinces ;  but,  quarrelling  about  their  ihares,  Ly¬ 
cungz  caufed  his  aflociate  to  be  poifoned  ;  and  taking  on 
himfelf  the  foie  command  of  the  rebels,  was  proclaimed 
by  them  emperor  of  China.  After  which,  he  marched 
directly  with  his  whole  forces  againft  Pekin,  a  city  where 
the  emperor  kept  his  court,  knowing  that  the  conqueil 
of  this  place  would  fecure  to  him  all  the  remaining  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  empire. 

The  Chinefe  are  reputed  a  moil  ingenious  people,  ex¬ 
celling  in  all  manner  of  mechanic  inventions,  and  the 
boldefl  architefls  in  the  world.  They  build  bridges  from 
one  mountain  to  another,  to  Ihorten  the  travellers  jour¬ 
ney  over  the  plain  between  them,  and  raife  towers  al¬ 
most  up  to  the  clouds.  Some  of  their  cities  are  faid  to 
be  near  thirty  leagues  in  compafs,  having  double  walls 
and  ditches ;  and  my  brother  fays,  that  Pekin  wants 
not  much  of  this  extent ;  and  that  the  palace  of  the  em¬ 
peror  is  near  a  league  in  circuit,  environed  by  three  walls 
and  as  many  moats,  befides  bulwarks  and  other  fortifi¬ 
cations.  He  adds,  that  this  mighty  city  and  palace  is 
guarded  by  an  hundred  thoufand  foldiers. 

This  impregnable  place  the  rebels  took  by  firatagem, 
which  was  able  to  have  refilled  all  the  force  of  Afia. 
Lycungz  held  a  private  correfpondence  with  feveral  gran¬ 
dees  within  the  town  and  palace  ;  by  whofe  connivance 
he  fent  great  numbers  of  the  ftouteft  men  in  his  army, 
difguifed  in  the  habit  of  merchants,  who  lodging  thenw 
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felves  in  divers  quarters  of  the  city,  on  a  day  appointed, 
tuddenly  appeared  in  arms,  and  furprifing  the  guards 
who  defended  the  gates,  flew  them  all,  and  opened  the 
gates  to  the  rebels. 

Who  can  exprefs  the  confufion  and  daughter  that  filled 
all  parts  of  the  city  with  mourning  and  blood  ?  The  bar¬ 
barous  conqueror  facrificed  all  the  loyal  and  brave  to  his 
hnpardonable  ambition  ;  difarmed  thofe  who  efcaped  the 
fjrit  mafiacie  ;  and  having  made  himfelf  abfolute  mailer 
of  the  city,  lays  a  clofe  fiege  to  the  imperial  palace. 

The  emperor,  now  finding  that  he  was  betrayed,  and 
that  it  was  too  late  to  defend  himfelf  from  the  cruel  per- 
fecution  and  infult  of  the  traitors,  takes  advantage  of 
the  fhort  refiPiar.ee  which  fome  of  his  faithful  fervants 
made,  to  confult  his  own  honour,  with  that  of  the  em- 
prefs  and  his  daughter.  He  had  above  three  thoufand 
wives,  for  whom  he  could  not  provide  in  that  flood  of 
calamities,  all  his  care  being  employed  to  prevent  the  laft 
triumph  of  his  enemies,  in  nqt  buffering  the  royal  blood 
to  be  fired  by  the  profane  hands  of  thofe  villains.  He 
entered  into  the  gardens  of  the  palace,  accompanied  on- 
ly’by  his  emprefs  and  daughter,  with  three  faithful  eu¬ 
nuchs.  The  young  piincefs  i^who  was  a  lady  educated  in 
all  the  Chinefe  learning)  feeing  the  great  afflidlion  of  her 
royal  parents,  the  inevitable  ruin  of  their  family,  and  the 
univerfal  defolation,  fell  on  her  knees,  and  fpohe  to  her 
fathe-r  as  follows : 

“•  My  Lord, 

“  Since  it  is  the  will  of  the  immortal  gods  thus  to  ex- 
tinguilh  the  luftre  and  majefty  of  our  fublime  race,  let 
their  decrees  be  fulfilled  ;  but  let  not  me  be  a  fpedlator 
of  my  parents  fall,  or  furvive  a  tragedy  at  which  the 
earth  itfelf  mud:  tremble.  Have  thi%  compeflion  on  my 
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tender  years,  and  let  thefe  eyes  be  clofed,  before  death 
feai  up  yours,  from  which  mine  borrowed  all  their  light: 
Think  not,  becaufe  I  am  young,  I  fear  to  die  :  I'long  to 
fee  our  kindred  gods,  and  reprefent  the  fate  of  China,  fo 
as  to  provoke  their  fpeedy  vengeance.  Surely  our  dei¬ 
fied  ancestors,  at  my  complaint,  would  gather  all  the 
thunder  in  the  heavens,  and  thower  it  down  upon  thefe 
perjured  and  ungrateful  traitors  ;  or  elfe  they  would  play 
the  chemiits,  and  extract  the  moll  envenomed  influence 
of  the  liars,  and  dart  the  heavenly  poifon  on  the  rebels, 
as  they  lie  before  thefe  facred  walls,  and  thus  would  put  * 
a  period  to  their  curfed  treafon.  Make  no  delay,  my 
royal  father,  but  try  the  experiment ;  releafe  me  from 
thefe  chains,  which  hinder  my  efcape  to  paradife ,  and 
let  me  be  the  herald  of  fuch  news  as  never  before  furprif- 
ed  the  bkfled  above.” 

The  emperor,  moved  with  this  paflionate  addrefs  of 
his  daughter,  drew  a  dagger  from  his  girdle,  and  there¬ 
with  ilabbed  her  to  the  heart  ;  and  then,  llruck  with  re¬ 
in  or  fe  at  fo  unnatural  a  deed,  covered  his  face  with  a 
veil  of  fllk  :  Thus  adling  Agamemnon’s  part,  when,  to 
fulfil  the'  oracle,  he  facrihced  his  daughter  Iphigenia. 

After  this,  the  emprefs,  overwhelmed  with  fo  many 
forrows,  retired  into  a  grove,  and  hanged  herfelf  with  a 
liiken  cord  on  a  tree.  The  emperor,  feeing  this  mourn¬ 
ful  fpeflacle,  was  refolvcd  no  longer  to  delay  his  own 
death  ;  wherefore,  following  her  example,  he  difpatched 
himfelf  likewife  by  a  firing.  But  he  fir fl  bit  a  vein,  and. 
with  bis  blood  writ  the  following,  words  : 

“  What  is  there  now  defirable  on  earth,  after  I  am 
thus  betrayed  by  my  own  fubjedls  ?  I  accufe  not  the 
inferior  people ;  they  are  innocent :  It  is  to  the  tnan- 
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darins  I  owe  my  fudden  fall,  with  the  ruin  of  this  mighty 
empire.  Behold  in  me  the  royal  line  extinct.  I  am  the 
laft  of  (ixteen  emperors.  I,  that  was  lord  of  fo  many 
fpacious  regions,  guardian  of  the  bed-chamber  of  the 
fun,  foie  monarch  of  tlje  orient,  lieutenant  to  the  gods 
of  the  mines,  pofTefTor  of  infinite  treafures,  at  whofe 
name  an  hundred  millions  of  my  fubjedts  touched  the 
ground  with  their  foreheads,  am  now  ready  to  be  tram¬ 
pled  under  foot  by  the  bafeft  of  my  flaves.  But  I  will 
prevent  my  own  difgrace,  and  carry  this  majeftic  foul 
inviolate  to  my  renowned  fathers,  whofe  vengeance,  join¬ 
ed  with  that  of  all  the  gods,  (hall  fall  on  the  perfidious 
mandarins,  who  have  betrayed  both  me  and  this  exalted 
(late  to  ruin.” 

A  narrative  of  thefe  mournful  paifages  was  printed  in 
the  Chinefe  language,  fuppofed  to  be  done  by  the  order 
of  the  emperor’s  attendants,  who  followed  him  into  the 
garden,  and  were  witneffes  of  w’hat  was  faid  and  done  ; 
a  copy  of  which  my  brother  procured  to  be  tranflated 
into  Arabic,  by  a  merchant  of  our  nation,  who  under¬ 
stood  the  Chinefe  language,  and  refided  in  Pekin. 

In  fine,  my  brother  fays,  that  when  he  departed  from 
China,  he  left  the  tyrant  Lycungz  in  poffeffion  of  the 
emperor’s  palace,  where  he  found  an  hundred  millions  of 
ingots  in  gold  and  filver,  befides  an  ineftimable  treafure 
of  pearls  and  precious  (tones  ;  all  which  wealth  had  been 
heaped  together  by  the  frugality  of  the  Chinefe  empe¬ 
rors. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  take  an  eftimate  of  the  grandeur 
and  (trength  of  this  formidable  monarchy,  of  which  we 
have  had  fuch  contemptible  notions.  Neither  (halt  thou 
have  occafion  to  be  furprifed  at  the  monftrous  rife  and 
fortune  of  this  rebel,  who  in  fo  (hort  a  time  was  lifted 
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to  the  height  of  human  fovereignty,  when  thoir  con- 
fidereft,  that  all.  things  are  fubjedt  to  vicifiitude  and 
change. 

That  God,  who  eftablilhes  whom  he  pleafes  on  the 
thrones  of  the  earth,  and,  at  the  determined  period  of 
empires,  depofes  fuch  as  truft  in  their  ftrength  and  riches, 
defend  our  fovereign  from  treafons,  and  from  the  arrows 
that  fly  in  obfcurity. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


VII. — To  Darnish  Mehemet,  Baj[d. 

W hat  obligation  have  I  to  be  concerned  for  the  infi¬ 
dels  ?  or  what  intereft  in  the  uncircumcifed  ?  Yet  Na¬ 
ture  has  tied  all  our  race  in  fome  common  bonds  of  af¬ 
fection,  and  humanity  teaches  us  to  rejoice  at  the  deli¬ 
verance  of  the  oppreffed. 

The  kingdom  of  Naples  has  long  groaned  under  the 
yoke  ofSpanifh  tyranny.  The  labour  of  the  people 
fufficed  not  to  pay  the  unreafonable  taxes  that  were  im- 
pofed  on  them.  They  fweat  blood  to  become  yet  more 
miferable  ;  whilft  their  cruel  mailers,  having  fleeced  them 
to  nakednefs,  would  take  advantage  of  their  poverty  to 
rivet  their  chains  yet  deeper,  and  render  their  fervitude 
raft  redemption. 

The  people  were  fenfible  of  their  calamity,  yet  knew 
not  how  to  fhake  off  the  yoke.  It  had  galled  them  to 
the  nerves  and  flnews  ;  their  ftrength  was  gone.  Dc~ 
fpair  of  redrefs  had  rendered  them  fupine,  and  took  h  om 
them  the  very  power  of  meditating  their  recover)'.  But 
Heaven,  which  protects  the  oppreffed,  has  railed  up  a 
youth  from  among  the  meaneft  of  the  people,  to  affert 
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the  public  liberty.  A  fifherman,  who  has  not  Teen  four- 
and-twenty  winters,  has  undertaken  to  reftore  the  ancient 
privileges  of  the  Neapolitans.  Who  can  penetrate  into 
the  methods  of  eternal  deftiny,  which  makes  ufe  of  fo 
contemptible  inftruments  to  check  the  power  of  the  great- 
eft  monarchs  ? 

This  bold  youth,  infpired  with  a  zeal  for  the  public, 
ran  one  day  into  the  ftreets,  crying  with  a  loud  voice, 
u  Long  live  the  King  of  Spain,  but  let  the  corrupt  offi¬ 
cers  perifh/’  He  had  no  other  weapon,  fave  a  reed  in 
fiis  hand,  but  was  foon  followed  by  a  multitude  of  boys 
aftd  yroung  men,  with  clubs  and  ftaves,  who  went  along 
the  ftreets  of  that  populous  city,  repeating  the  cry  after 
him,  “  Long  live  the  King  of  Spain,  but  let  the  cor¬ 
rupt  officers  perifh.”  At  ftrft,  the  citizens  laughed  at 
the  infant  tumult,  but  in  lefs  than  two  hours,  this  fiiher- 
raan  (whofe  name  was  Maffaniello)  had  enrolled  above 
two  thoufand  boys. 

The  next  day  his  numbers  increafed,  by  the  acceffion 
of  all  forts  of  lewd  and  idle  perfons,  malcontents,  debt¬ 
ors,  and  fuch  as  were  defirous  of  novelty.  Nayr,  fome 
of  the  better  fort  of  citizens  ftiut  up  their  (hops,  took 
arms,  and  mingled  with  the  popular  infurredlion  ;  fo 
that  ere  mid-day  there  were  above  ten  thoufand  men 
and  boys  marching  along  the  ftreets,  and  burning  the 
ouftom-houfes,  with  all  their  books  of  accounts,  through¬ 
out  the  city. 

When  Maffaniello  beheld  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fo  vaft 
a  multitude,  he  thought  it  time  to  declare  the  reafon  of 
his  raiftng  this  tumult  ;  wherefore,  getting  on  an  eminent 
plane  in  one  of  the  markets,  he  fpoke  to  his  followers  to 
this  effeft  : 

>f  Rejoice,  O  ye  faithful  people,  and  fend  up  accla* 
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mations  to  the  God  of  Heayen,  who  hath  this  day 
put  it  into  your  hearts  and  hands  to  be  your  own  re¬ 
deemers.  As  for  me,  my  fpirit  burneth  within  me  to 
fee  the  public  oppreffion  ;  and  I  fet  no  value  on  my 
life,  when  I  fhlt  began  this  glorious  enterprife.  One 
of  the  princes  threatened  me  with  the  galleys  if  I  per- 
fifted ;  but  litre  are  thoufands  my  witneffcs,  that,  in¬ 
dead  of  fearing  him,  I  frnote  him  on  the  bread,  and 
fent  him  away  joyful  that  he  efcaped  with  his  life.  O 
ye  faithful  people,  trull  not  the  princes  or  nobles  ;  they 
are  the  men  who  opprefs  you,  and  would  enflave  you  ; 
trud  in  youi  arms,  and  the  judice  of  your  caufe.  God 
has  bi  ought  you  together  ;  let  nothing  leparate  you  till 
you  have  freed  your  country,  yourielves,  your  wives  and 
children,  from  perpetual  fervitude.  Choofe  you  a  leader, 
a  man  of  courage  and  refolution,  who  is  willing  to  fa- 
critice  his  life  for  the  common  good.  As  for  me,  I  have 
hitherto  lived  a  fidierman,  and  fo  I  intend  to  die.” 

The  people,  exceedingly  moved  with  this  fpeech,  chofe 
him  with  one  accord  for  their  leader,  crying  out  with 
loud  acclamations,  “  Long  live  Maffaniello,  the  Patron 
of  the  Neapolitan  liberties.” 

The  fird  thing  he  did  after  he  was  confirmed  in  this 
authority,  was  to  fet  open  the  prifons,  and  enlid  the  pri- 
foners  under  the  banner  of  the  people. 

Then  he  divided  this  confufedarmy  into  regiments  and 
companies  ;  and  fent  forth  a  proclamation  throughout 
Naples,  commanding  ail  to  take  arms,  on  pain  of  having 
their  houfes  burned  ;  fo  that  in  a  little  time  he  had  above 
fifty  thoufand  armed  men  at  his  heels. 

Thus  accompanied,  he  marches  direclly  toward  the 
viceroy’s  palace,  veded  in  cloth  of  filyer,  with  a  naked 
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/word  in  his  hand.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  cardinal, 
who  undertook  to  be  a  mediator  between  the  viceroy  and 
the  people.  His  prefence  retrained  the  multitude  with¬ 
in  fome  bounds  of  moderation,  for  they  reverenced  him 
as  the  father  of  the  city.  Yet  they  burned  above  fixty 
palaces  of  the  nobles  to  the  ground,  with  all  their  furni¬ 
ture  and  goods  ;  and"  it  was  prefent  death  for  any  one  to 
refeue  or  purloin  any  thing  from  the  flames ;  fo  rigorouf- 
ly  juft  was  this  new  lawgiver,  this  Mofes  of  the  Neapoli¬ 
tans.  It  was  in  vain  for  the  viceroy  to  oppofe  force  a- 
gainft  fo  formidable  an  infurreftion  :  He  entertained  the 
young  flfherman  with  ceremonies  due  to  a  prince  and 
having  concluded  a  truce,  gave  him  the  title  of  Chief 
Tribune  of  the  faithful  people.  This  increafed  the  ve¬ 
neration  the  citizens  had  already  conceived  for  Maflani- 
eilo  ;  fo  that  in  a  day  or  two  more  he  faw  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  armed  men. 
He  gave  out  all  orders  for  the  republic,  publifhed  new 
edicts,  and  all  commiflions  were  iftusd  in  his  name..  He 
procured  the  gabels  to  be  for  ever  abolifhed,  reftored  the 
people  to  their  ancient  liberty  ;  and,  in  fine,  was  murder¬ 
ed  by  his  own  followers. 

Let  me  not  feerm  an  advocate  for  fedition,  when  I  tell 
thee  there  was  fomething  brave  arid  heroic  in  the  aftions 
of  this  youth.  So  ftrange  a  revolution,  in  fo  Ihort  a 
time,  has  fcarce  been  heard  of  in  the  world  :  For  a  beard- 
lefs  Have  to  raife  himfelf  in  fix  davs  to  as  abfolute  and. 

J . 

uncontroulable  a  fovereignty  as  the  greateft  monarch  on 
earth  enjoys;  to  be  obeyed  by  an  infinite  number  of  peo¬ 
ple,  without  the  leaft  hefitation  or  demur,  were  it  for  life, 
or  death  ;  and  all  this  without  any  motive  of  ambition  or 
intereft,  but  only  to  affert  the  public  liberty,  is  a  convin¬ 
cing  argument  of  his  virtue,  and  fliows  that  Heaven  ap¬ 
proved  his  enierprife.  Bat  thtB,  pgttb*  for  him  to  Iefc- 
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all  this  power  in  four  days  more,  to  be  murdered  in  cold 
blood  by  his  own  party,  by  the  people  whofe  caufe  he 
had  fo  fuccefsfully  vindicated  ;  this  fhows  the  infi ability 
of  human  affairs,  and  that  there  is  nothing  permanent  on 
th*is  fide  the  moon. 

I  pray  God  to  infpire  the  miniflers  of  the  Sublime 
Porte  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  preferve  the  mufful- 
man  peace.  Adieu. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


VIII. — To  Solyman,  his  Coufm ,  at  Conjlantinople. 

w  hen  I  clofed  up  ray  lad,  the  hour  of  the  poll  was 
near  expired,  and  the  meflenger  who  carries  my  letteis 
to  him,  hadened  my  difpatch,  preventing  what  I  had 
farther  to  fay  to  thee. 

I  am  folicitous  for  thy  welfare,  both  as  thou  art  a 
muffulman  and  fo  near  a  relation.  Do  not  forfeit  thofe 
titles,  by  degenerating  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  all 
the  illuminated  of  God.  Truth  is  comprifed  in  a  little 
room,  but  error  is  infinite.  Thou  makeft  a  wrong  infer¬ 
ence  from  the  moderation  and  charity  of  the  true  believ¬ 
ers,  when  thou  concluded:,  That  becaufe  they  believe,  it 
fhall  go  well  with  all  honeft  men,  let  their  opinions  and 
ceremonies  be  what  they  will ;  therefore  thou  fhalt  be 
fare,  in  retrenching  the  endlefs  and  buidenfome  wafliings- 
(as  thou  termed  them)  of  the  muffulmans,  fo  long  as 
thou  leaded  a  good  moral  life. 

Art  thou  fuch  a  friend  to  idlenefs  and  impurity,  that 
thou  wilt,  by  a  mod  pitiful  fophidry,  cheat  thyfelf  of 
falvation,  rather  than  take  the  pains  to  wafh  thyfelf,  after 
the  manner,  and  at  the  times  appointed  by  the  prophet 
of  God,  and  praftifed  by  our  fathers,  and  all  the  faith- 
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ful  throughout  the  world  ?  If  it  be  allowed,  that  fuch 
as,  either  out  of  ignorance,  or  hindered  by  fome  other' 
invincible  caufe,  do  not  embrace  our  holy  law,  are  not  cir- 
cumcifea,  and  repair  not  to  the  affemblies  of  the  faithful, 
fliall  nevertnelefs  enter  into  paradife,  provided  they  obey 
the  law  of  nature,  imprinted  on  their  hearts  ;  does  it 
follow,  therefore,  that  one  who  has  been  bred  up  in  the 
undefiled  faith,  who  has  been  circumcifed,  and,  lifting 
up  his  right  hand  to  Heaven,  has  pronounced  the  feven 
myfterious'  words,  which  cannot  be  repealed ;  does  it 
follow,  I  fay,  that  fuch  an  one  (hall  be  regarded  by  God 
or  his  prophet,  any  otherwife  than  as  a  heretic  or  an 
infidel,  if  he  live  not  up  exactly  to  the  graces  that  have 
been  given  him  ?  No,  allure  thyfelf,  if  thou  art  in  the 
number  of  thefe,  thou  art  an  apoftate  ;  thy  virtues  are 
vices,  and  all  thy  good  works  are  an  abomination. 

Remember  the  piety  and  magnanimous  zeal  of  Allan 
Hali  thy  grandfather,  who,  when  he  was  taken  prifoner 
by  the  Colfacks,  was  entertained  with  extreme  rigour  and 
fevericy.  Neverthelefs,  a  certain  Jew  in  the  city  who 
knew  him,  brought  him  every  day,  by  permiffion  of  the 
keeper,  as  much  water  as  would  fuffice  to  wafh  him,  and 
to  quench  his  thirft.  But  one  day,  as  he  went  with  his 
acculfomed  load,  and  was  entering  the  gate  of  the  pri- 
fon,  the  keeper,  either  out  of  malice  or  wantonnefs,  fpilt 
moll  of  the  water  on  the  ground,  forbidding  the  Jew,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  bring  any  more  that  day. 

The  honeft  Hebrew'  went  in  with  the  remainder  of  the 
water,  and  delivered  it  to  the  prifoner,  who  prefently 
prepared  to  walh  himfelf,  after  the  accuftomed  manner 
of  the  mulfulmans.  The  Jew  feeing  that,  told  him, 
there  was  not  water  enough  to  quench  his  thirft  ;  and 
therewith  related  to  him  what  the  keeper  had  done.  “  I 
fee  there  is  but  a  little  (replied  the  virtuous  old  man), 
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but  he  that  drinks,  or  eats,  before  he  has  wafhed  himfelf, 
is  guilty  of  defiling  his  foul,  and  is  not  worthy  to  be 
numbered  among  the  true  believers.  Therefore  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  for  me  to  die  for  third:,  than  violate  the  law  brought 
down  from  Heaven,  and  tranfgrefs  the  traditions  of  my 
fathers.”  Having  faid  this,  he  walked  himfelf,  being 
refigned  to  Providence. 

Coufin,  deceive  not  thyfelf  with  vain  opinions,  not 
fuffer  hypocrites  to  feduce  thee.  Imitate  the  adder,  and 
flop  thy  ears  againft  the  crafty  infinuations  of  heretics. 
It  is  reported  of  this  little  ferpent,  that,  by  natural  in- 
ftindl,  being  fenfible  when  a  magician  is  about  to  utter 
words,  which  being  heard  will  enfnare  it,  lays  one  ear 
clofe  to  the  ground,  and  with  its  tail  Hops  the  other,  to 
the  end  the  enchantment  may  have  no  effedl. 

Admit  not  any  man  to  thy  converfation,  who  (hall  at¬ 
tempt  to  warp  thee  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  faith  and 
obedience  which  thou  owed  to  the  apoille  of  God.  With¬ 
out  water,  there  is  no  purity  on  this  fide  the  grave.  That 
element  has  a  force  in  it  of  which  thou  art  not  aware  ; 
it  is  the  third  in  the  rank  of  living  principles  ;  it  is  the 
tabernacle  of  the  winds ;  the  feraglio  of  the  generative 
fpirit  ;  the  dage  of  wonders  :  in  fine,  it  is  the  purifier  of 
every  thing  that  has  breath. 

Thou  knowed,  that  to  ferve  the  necedities  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  and  his  army,  underdanding  and  fpeech  was  given 
to  a  fountain  in  Arabia,  which  having  promifed  to  fol¬ 
low  him  to  the  place  of  his  repole,  made  a  channel 
through  the  defart,  and  kept  pace  with  the  troops  of  the 
faithful,  till  they  came  to  Medina  Talnabi,  that  fo  the 
fubmiffive  to  the  will  of  Heaven  might  not  want  that  ele¬ 
ment,  without  which  life  itfelf  would  be  a  burden  and  a 
curfe. 

And  yet  thou  fpeaked  contemptibly  of  water,  as  a 
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very  indifferent  thing,  whether  we  ufe  it  or  not,  any 
otherwife  than  to  quench  our  thirfl. 

Thus,  making  no  difference  between  the  many  advan¬ 
tages  we  reap  from  that  element,  and  that  common  ufe 
to  which  the  beafts  put  it.  In  how  many  places  of  the 
Alcoran  does  the  Holy  Prophet  record  the  mercy  of 
God,  in  giving  us  water  that  is  frefh  and  not  fait !  How 
does  he  celebrate  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  for  directing 
the  clouds  to  barren  and  dry  places  !  Thou  canft  not  be 
ignorant,  that  it  is  one  of  the  encomiums  of  paradife, 
that  there  are  -gardens  wherein  flow  many  rivers.  And 
after  all  this,  wilt  thou  defpife  fo  holy  and  bleffed  a  gift, 
without  which,  earth  and  heaven,  men  and  angels,  could 
not  be  completely  happy  ? 

Go  learn  then  of  the  Indian  idolaters,  who  have  never 
heard  of  the  book  of  glory  ;  go  learn  of  thefe  barbari¬ 
ans,  to  prize  this  fan&ified  creature.  They  travel  many 
hundred's  of  leagues  to  bathe  themfelves  in  the  waters  of 
Ganges.  With  thofe  incorruptible  and  all-purging  ftreams, 
the  Eramins  fill  certain  vefiels,  and  tranfport  the  inva¬ 
luable  liquor  to  the  utmofl  parts  of  that  wide  empire. 
They  travel  on  foot,  fometimes  two  thoufand  miles  to¬ 
gether,  each  man  with  his  load  of  that  precious  water, 
to  fupply  the  wants  of  thofe  who  live  fo  remote  from  the 
river ;  fo  that  a  bottle  of  it  is  many  times  fold  to  the 
princes  and  nobles  for  two  hundred  fequins,  or  eight  hun¬ 
dred  rupees  ;  and  yet  for  all  this,  thofe  very  princes 
would  not  die  with  a  fafe  confcience,  had  they  not  at  lead 
once  in  their  lives  made  a  pilgrimage  to  this  renowned 
river,  and  bathed  themfelves  in  the  waves  which  blot  out 
fins. 

O  coufir,  let  the  example  of  thefe  infidels  make  thee 
blufh  at  thy  impiety,  and  excite  thee  to  a  diligent  and 
indifpcr.fable  practice  of  cleanftefs ;  1c  fhalt  thou  have  a 
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found  mind,  in  a  healthy  body,  and  the  angel  of  thy  »a* 
tivity  will  not  (bun  thy  perfon.  Adieu. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


IX. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

The  defeat  of  the  Venetians  and  Morlacks  in  Bofna 
has  reached  thefe  parts.  That  news  is  not  unwelcome  to 
Mahmut :  But  I  could  wifh  our  general  had  ufed  his  vic¬ 
tory  with  more  moderation.  The  Chriftians  term  him 
barbarian,  favage,  devil  incarnate,  and  load  him  with  exe¬ 
crations  ;  for,  having  taken  prifoner  the  captain  of  the 
Morlacks,  he  caufed  him  to  be  flayed  alive,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  be  impaled.  This  captain  was  an  ecclefiaftic  ; 
they  call  him  Stephano  Sorich  ;  and,  in  honour  of  his 
zeal  and  fidelity,  they  entitle  him,  the  Good  Prieft.  They 
applaud  his  magnanimity  and  courage  in  battle,  and  no 
lefs  do  they  extol  his  conftancy,  during  the  torments  of 
fo  cruel  and  ignominious  a  death  ;  But  I  tremble  to 
think  of  the  blafphemies  and  curfes  they  utter  againft 
our  holy  Prophet,  and  all  the  muffulmans  :  For  this  cruel 
execution  has  icandaiized  the  Nazarenes,  and  embittered 
them,  even  to  fury.  Their  revenge  is  implacable ;  they 
would  go  to  hell  themfelves,  provided  the  true  faithful 
might  be  damned  for  company. 

What  will  our  divine  lawgiver  fay  ?  or  what  apology 
will  our  general  make,  when  the  fent  of  God  fhall  charge 
him  with  driving  fo  many  thoufand  fouls  into  an  irrecon- 
cileable  hatred  of  the  undefiled  faith  ?  For  they  look 
riot  on  this  as  the  a£tion  of  a  private  man,  but  of  one 
who  repreients  the  perfon  of  our  auguft  fovereign,  the 
great  protestor  of  the  law  bi  ought  down  from  Heaven. 
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They  fuppofe  him  to  be  honoured  with  the  particular 
inftru£tio,ns  of  his  mailer  ;  and  therefore  they  fay  the  ful- 
tan  has  authorifed  tills  unheard-of  cruelty,  and  that  our 
religion  countenances  tyranny,  and  the  moil  nefandous 
method  of  ihedding  innocent  blood. 

I  am  no  advocate  for  infidels  ;  yet  fuffer  me  to  vindi¬ 
cate  Nature,  which  is  the  common  parent  of  us  all ;  fuf¬ 
fer  me  to  be  folicitous  for  the  honour  of  our  holy  profef- 
fion,  which  is  blemiihed  by  this  inhumane  murder.  What 
offence  had  this  unhappy  captain  given,  that  deferved  fo 
dire  a  puniihment  ?  Was  it  becaufe  he  fought  valiantly, 
and  performed  wonders  in  defence  of  his  country  ?  Tin’s 
is  nothing  but  what  becomes  every  honefl  man  to  do ; 
and,  had  our  general  been  truly  brave,  he  would  have  en¬ 
tertained  his  prifoner  with  a  refpect  due  to  his  merit. 

Who  was  a  more  inveterate  enemy  of  the  mulTulmans 
than  the  renowned  Ifchenderbeg,  Prince  of  Albania  ? 
Who  more  valiant  or  fuccefsful  againfl  the  Ottoman  ar¬ 
mies  ?  It  is  recorded  of  him,  that  he  never  fhunned  a 
battle,  never  fled  from  his  enemies,  never  fhrunk  from 
perils,  nor  was  ever  wounded  but  once  in  all  his  life  ; 
and  yet  he  fuflained  a  continual  war  from  two  fuccdlive 
Ofman  emperors,  defeated  feven  vifiers  with  their  forces, 
took  all  their  ammunition  and  baggage,  and,  in  feveraf 
combats,  flew  with  his  own  hands  above  two  thoufand 
Mahometans. 

Our  fathers  did  not  bafely  revenge  themfelves  for  ad 
this,  but  chenfned  a  veneration  for  this  heroic  enemy, 
and  honoured  the  very  duft  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  per- 
fon  ;  for,  after  his  death,  having  conquered  Albania, 
they  fought  out  his  tomb,  where  they  performed  their 
devotions,  as  at  the  fepulchre  of  a  prophet  ;  they  open  • 
ed  the  dormitory  of  the  defumft  warrior,  and,  with  reli¬ 
gious  folemnity,  took  up  his  bortes,  fltaring  the  honour- 
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ed  relics  among  them,  and  wrapping  them  in  filk,  wore 
them  continually  at  their  breads,  edeeming  them  as  fa- 
Cred  amulets  againd  misfortune. 

Surely  our  general  would  blufh  at  an  example  of  fo 
great  virtue  ;  but  perhaps  he  was  incenfed,  becaufe  his 
captive  was  a  pried  ;  midaken  zeal  might  prompt  him  to 
this  horrid  butchery.  Thou,  who  art  Judice  itfelf,  wilt 
not  approve  his  bloody  padion,  when  thou  confidered, 
that  the  prieds  of  Jefus  are  men  as  well  as  others,  and, 
if  they  live  in  error,  the  fault  is  in  their  education.  How¬ 
ever,  many  of  them  are  humble,  chade,  fober,  and  lovers 
of  virtue.  If  there  be  others,  whofe  corrupt  lives  have 
contradifted  this  character,  let  the  crime  and  the  punifh- 
ment  red  on  their  heads  ;  it  is  not  reafonable  that  the  in¬ 
nocent  fhould  differ  for  the  faults  of  the  guilty.  The 
captain  of  the  Morlacks  had  the  reputation  of  a  devout 
andjud  man,  and  a  dout  champion  for  his  country; 
had  he  been  taken  for  a  fpy,  or  an  affafiin,  the  law  of 
arms  would  have  adjudged  him  to  death. — Yet  fuch  was 
the  clemency  of  Porfenna,  King  of  the  Hetrurians,  that 
when  Mutius  Scaevola,  a  valiant  Roman,  came  into  his 
camp,  with  defign  to  murder  him,  but  by  midake  dab¬ 
bed  one  of  the  captains,  thinking  it  had  been  Porfenna, 
and,  to  revenge  that  mifearriage  on  himfelf,  thrud  his 
hand  into  the  fire,  till  the  flefh  was  confumed  to  the 
bones  ;  the  king,  adonifhed  at  his  undaunted  fpirit,  fent 
him  away  in  peace,  raifed  the  fiege  of  Rome,  and  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  drift  friendfhip  with  that  nation  ;  fuch  honour 
he  bore  to  the  fortitude  of  his  enemy,  and  defigned  mur¬ 
derer.  Ent  the  captain  of  the  Morlacks  was  not  taken 
under  thefe  circumffances  ;  he  lod  his  liberty  in  the  heat 
of  battle,  bravely  combating  at  the  head  of  his  army. 

Wouldd  thou  know  the  grounds  then  of  our  general’s 
cruelty  ?  It  was  purely  for  the  fake  of  a  jed.  There 
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went  a  report,  that  when  this  prieft  was  born,  his  body 
was  all  over  raw,  fo  that  the  phyficians  were  forced,  by 
art,  to  fupply  him  with  a  ikin.  Our  cruel  general,  to 
fport  himfelf  in  the  poor  man’s  mifery,  commanded  him 
to  be  flayed  alive  ;  uttering  at  the  fame  time  this  inhu¬ 
man  farcafm,  “  There  was  no  reafon  that  he  fliould  car¬ 
ry  a  fkin  out  of  the  world,  who  brought  none  in.”  This 
is  attefted  by  two  gentlemen  who  were  made  prifonera 
with  their  captain,  heard  thefe  words,  faw  him  executed, 
and  afterwards  made  their  efcape. 

The  Nazarenes  vow  to  revenge  this  unparalleled  cruel¬ 
ty  on  all  the  muffulmans  that  fall  into  their  hands,  if  this 
butcher  (as  they  term  him)  be  fuffered  to  go  unpuniihed. 
I  tell  thee,  fuch  barbarous  a&ions  draw  down  the  venge¬ 
ance  of  Heaven  on  thofe  that  commit  them,  and  excite 
the  very  beafts  of  the  earth  to  make  war,  and  rid  the 
world  of  fuch  monfters. 

Thou  knoweft  what  ufe  to  make  of  this  intelligence  ; 
I  will  not  pretend  to  inixrudl  the  feeond  minifter  in  the 
Ottoman  empire. 

Paris,  ;th  of  the  rath  Moon,  of  the  Year  1647. 


X. — To  the  Mufti. 

Xf  there  be  any  truth  in  what  the  ailrologers  tell  us, 
that  the  flars  have  influence  on  the  governments  of  the 
earth,  one  would  think  that  Spain  lies  under  fome  ma¬ 
lignant  afpedl. 

The  fortune  of  that  kingdom  has  for  a  long  time  run 
retrograde  :  They  have  had  nothing  but  lofles  by  fea  and 
land  ;  the  revolution  in  Portugal,  the  revolt  of  Catalonia 
and  Rouffillbn,  the  lofs  of  Ormus  in  Perfia,  and  the  ae- 
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fedtion  of  Goa,  with  other  rich  towns  of  traffic  in  the 
Indies,  came  one  upon  the  back  of  another. 

Since  which  there  have  been  many  towns  and  caftks 
taken  from  the  Spaniards  in  Flanders.  The  French  made 
an  infurredlion  in  Palermo,  breaking  open  the  prifons, 
and  releafing  the  prifoners  ;  and  grew  to  fuch  a  head, 
that  the  viceroy,  fearing  they  would  revenge  the  tragedy 
of  the  Sicilian  vefpers,  to  pacify  the  multitude,  was  for¬ 
ced  to  repeal  the  edidls  for  taxes,  and  difannul  them  for 
ever,  and  to  pafs  an  adt  of  general  indemnity,  both  to 
the  rabble,  and  to  the  prifoners  whom  they  had  freed. 

This  tumultuous  fpirit  palled  from  thence  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Naples,  and  there,  like  an  infection,  foon  fpread 
itfelf  through  all  parts,  both  of  city  and  country  :  Two 
hundred  thoufand  men  took  up  arms,  to  vindicate  the 
privileges  of  the  Neapolitans,  under  the  condudl  of  a 
a  poor  young  fifherman.  I  have  already  tranfmitted  to 
the  Sublime  Porte,  a  relation  of  this  formidable  fedition, 
wherein  it  may  be  thought,  I  have  difcovered  too  much 
tendernefs  to  the  infidels,  and  feemed  to  favour  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  a  fadtion.  But  I  hope  thou  wilt  acquit  me, 
when  thou  confidereft,  that  thefe  governments  of  the  Na- 
zarenes  are  not  to  be  compared  to  the  facred  Ofman  em¬ 
pire,  which  is  eftablilhed  by  a  divine  right ;  it  having 
been  determined  by  the  angel,  that  he  who  Ihould  pof- 
fefs  the  glorious  dormitory  of  the  fent  of  God,  fhould 
be  intitled,  “  The  fovereign  of  all  the  kings  on  earth.’* 
Therefore  it  would  be  a  crime  of  the  highell  nature,  to 
raifc  a  tumult  or  fedition  within  the  territories  of  our 
auguft  emperor,  whofe  dominion  is  confirmed  to  him  for 
ever  by  a  patent  from  Heaven.  But  the  cafe  of  the  Na- 
zarene  princes  is  different,  who  being  profeffed  enemies 
to  the  meffenger  of  God,  have  no  other  right  to  any 
thing,  but  what  their  fwords  purchafe ;  and,  therefore. 
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when  they  prey  upon  others,  and  by  rapine  and  fpoil  aug¬ 
ment  their  riches,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  great  Avenger 
of  crimes  ftirs  up  fome  undaunted  fpirits  to  free  their 
country  from  Haver}'  and  ruin. 

Thofe  who  are  curious  have  remarked  many  obfervable 
circumftances  in  this  revolution  at  Naples ;  as,  that  it  was 
foretold  by  an  aftrologer,  a  confiderable  time  before  it 
happened,  who  pointed  out  the  very  year  wherein  it 
Ihould  come  to  pafs.  The  extraordinary  eruptions  alfe 
©f  Mount  Vefuvius,  fome  years  ago,  were  efteemed  as 
prefages  of  fome  approaching  troubles  in  the  ftate  ;  for 
it  rained  alhes  on  the  city  of  Naples.  I  fpoke  of  this 
mountain  in  one  of  my  former  letters. 

It  is  reported  alfo,  that  about  the  fame  hour  wherein 
Mafianiello,  the  ringleader  of  the  feditious,  was  murder¬ 
ed,  there  was  feen  a  man  hovering  in  the  air,  over  the 
principal  temple  of  Naples,  with  a  fword  in  his  hand, 
which  he  was  putting  up  in  his  fcabbard  ;  and  that  a 
voice  was  at  the  fame  time  heard  from  on  high,  to  utter 
thefe  words,  “  His  labour  is  finiftied,  give  him  reft." 

This  is  certain,  that  whilft  he  was  at  the  head  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  men,  feven  aflaflins  were  hired  by  fome 
of  the  princes  to  (hoot  him  ;  ytt  none  of  the  bullets 
could  penetrate  his  body,  though  unarmed,  and  only  co¬ 
vered  with  his  fifliing  rags  ;  and  it  was  evident,  that  thefe 
bullets  fmote  him  in  divers  places,  his  garments  being 
marked  with  them,  and  he  daggered  with  the  force  of 
the  blows. 

Thefe  are  extraordinary  occurrences,  and  would  tempt 
one  to  believe,  that  this  young  fiflrerman  was  the  inftru- 
ment  of  providence,  and  that  Heaven  protefted  both  him 
and  his  caufc. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  it  feemed  at  laft  as  if  he  were  aban¬ 
doned  by  that  divine  power,  which  had  earned  him  through 
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fo  Important  an  enterprife,  in  that  he  was  flain  by  his 
own  foidiers.  But  then  it  mud  be  remembered,  that  this 
was  not  done  till  his  work  was  finilhed,  and  he  went  be¬ 
yond  his  commiflion.  Want  of  deep,  the  multitude  of 
affairs,  and  much  winei  had  impaired  his  reafon,  and 
rendered  him  frantic  ;  fo  that  his  adtions  were  infupport- 
able,  and  his  own  admirers  grew  weary  of  him.  After 
bis  death,  his  head  was  cut  off,  and  carried  up  and  down 
the  dreets  on  a  lance,  and  his  body  was  dragged  through 
the  kennels.  Yet  the  very  next  day,  the  multitude,  t» 
fhow  their  own  ficklenefs,  took  the  dead  body  out  of  a 
ditch,  where  they  had  laid  it  all  night  ;  they  walked  and 
embalmed  it,  and  having  joined  the  head  to  it,  carried 
it  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  to  the  principal  temple 
of  Naples,  attended  with  drums  and  trumpets,  and  a- 
bove  a  thoufand  prieds,  with  torches  in  their  hands ;  a 
crown  of  gold  was  put  on  his  head,  and  a  fceptre  in  his 
hand. 

Thus  the  Neapolitans  honoured  that  beardlefs  youth, 
who  in  ten  days  time  had  caufed  fuch  a  revolution,  as  is 
fcarce  to  be  paralleled,  for  he  was  an  abfolute  monarch 
in  effedt,  during  that  time  ;  and  of  him  it  may  be  faid, 
as  it  was  once  of  an  emperor,  that  during  his  whole  reign 
there  was  neither  fpring,  nor  autumn,  nor  winter,  for  his 
royalty  begun  and  ended  in  the  feventh  moon. 

By  letters  from  Nathan  Ben  Saddi  at  Vienna,  I  per¬ 
ceive  he  is  molefted  with  fcruples  about  his  religion,  be¬ 
ing  delirous  to  build  upon  the  fureft  foundation.  I  fent 
him  the  bed  advice  I  could,  without  making  myfelf  a 
hypocrite,  which,  thou  knowed,  is  more  offenfive  to  God, 
than  an  open  finner.  I  drew  up  an  abdradt  of  the  muf- 
fulman  records,  and  prefented  him  with  the  faithful  ge¬ 
nealogy,  from  Ifmael,  the  fon  of  the  patriarch  Ibrahim, 
down  to  our  holy  Prophet.  This  I  did  to  rectify  an  old 
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inherent  error  of  the  Jews,  who  boaft,  that  only  the  fons 
of  Ifaac  were  true  believers.  I  endeavoured  riot  to  pro- 
felyte  him  by  fophiftry  and  artifice,  but  referred  him 
for  better  fatisfa&ion  to  the  writings  of  the  ancients. 
I  promifed  to  furnifn  him  with  books  of  our  law,  and 
the  comments  of  our  holy  doctors.  This  is  impofiible  for 
me  to  perform,  whilft  I  am  in  this  place,  unlefs  thou, 
who  art  a  guide  of  thofe  who  feck  the  truth,  vouchfafeft 
to  fecond  my  zeal.  I  addrefs  to  thee,  fovereign  prelate 
of  the  faithful,  in  behalf  of  a  defcendant  from  the  young¬ 
er  brother  of  Ifmael,  in  behalf  of  one  circumcifed,  but 
not  in  the  right  way  ;  favour  him  with  thy  divine  inftruc- 
tions,  and  fupply  him  with  treatifes  of  light  and  reafon. 
A  feafonable  application  may  bring  this  Hebrew  into  the 
number  of  the  muftulmans,  for  he  is  already  difgufted  at 
the  fynagogue. 

But  if  I  have  prefumed  too  far,  in  endeavouring  to 
fnatch  a  foul  from  the  paws  of  Tagot,  correct  me  in  thy 
wifdom,  for  I  am  but  as  an  infant  before  thee. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648. 


XI. — \flhe  beginning  of  this  Letter  is  wanting  in  the  Ita¬ 
lian  Tranjlation,  the  original  paper  being  torn.J 

—  —  — - All  men’s  hearts  are  filled  with 

joy,  for  this  profperous  news,  whilft  I  mourn  for  the  dif- 
honour  of  our  arms.  Nothing  but  fad  tidings  grate  my 
ears  from  thofe  parts,  and  mere  melancholy  prefages  pof- 
fefs  my  foul.  Methinks  I  fee  thick  clouds  gathering 
over  the  imperial  city ;  my  lleep  is  aifturbed  with  fearful 
vifions  ;  I  ftart  in  my  bed,  and,  waking,  lay  my  hand 
on  my  fword,  as  if  fome  danger  were  at  hand  ;  I  dream 
of  tumults  and  diforders,  neighing  of  horfes  and  clashing 
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of  arms  in  the  llreets  of  Constantinople.  I  pray  God  a- 
vert  the  omen. 

It  is  reported  here,  that  Ali,  the  Sangiac-bey  of  Lip- 
pa,  is  taken  prifoner,  and  that  his  fon  was  tormented  to 
death  before  his  face,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  the  moft  barbarous  tyrants  ;  for  they  caufed  (harp 
thorns  to  be  thruft  between  his  nails  and  his  flelh,  which 
creates  an  intolerable  anguilh  ;  they  laid  him  on  a  bed  of 
iron  fpikes,  and  poured  melted  lead,  drop  by  drop,  on  all 
parts  of  his  flelh  ;  then  they  made  a  fmall  fire,  and  roaft- 
ed  him  flowly  to  death  :  if  he  chanced  to  groan,  or  make 
the  leaft  complaint,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  grievous  tor¬ 
tures,  they  bid  him  remember  the  good  prieft  Sorech, 
who  fet  him  an  example  of  conftancy  and  courage,  in 
that  he  never  Ihed  a  tear,  or  fo  much  as  fighed,  when  he 
was  flayed  alive. 

Thou  feeA  that  revenge  is  fweet,  even  to  thofe  who 
having  received  no  injury  in  their  own  perfons,  yet  are 
touched  to  the  quick  with  the  violence  that  is  done  to 
another.  This  will  appear  in  the  humour  of  the  Italians, 
who  profecute  their  enemies  with  irreconcileable  hatred 
and  malice,  whole  families  being  often  engaged  in  execut. 
ing  the  refentments  of  two  Angle  perfons,  who  firfl.  began 
the  quarrel.  But  much  mere  forcible  is  this  paffion  in 
thofe  who  have  been  notorioufly  hurt  themfelves  ;  and 
the  revenge  of  a  certain  captain  was  extravagant,  who, 
being  informed  that  his  general  had  debauched  his  wife, 
took  an  opportunity  to  Angle  him  out  from  all  other  com¬ 
pany,  pretending  to  walk  in  the  fields  ;  when  he  had  him 
there  alone,  he  clapped  a  piftol  to  his  breaft,  threatening 
to  kill  him  forthwith  if  he  moved  hand  or  foot.  Then  he 
upbraided  him  with  what  he  had  done,  in  fuch  language, 
as  convinced  the  general  his  life  was  in  extreme  danger; 
wherefore  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  confefled  his  crime, 
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beggiag  °‘  tie  captain  to  ipsre  his  life,  and  he  would  pre¬ 
fer  him  fort:. wish  to  the  he":  office  in  the  arm)',  next  his 
own.  But  the  serious  Italian  would  not  1:11  L:s  honour 
fo  cheap  :  lie  forced  him  to  deny  God,  ar.d  utter  many 
blaiphemks,  in  hopes  of  laving  "his  life  ;  and  when  he  had 
thus  done,  the  captain  f;.id,  Now  my  revenge  is  complete. 
Cnee  I  fliall  fend  thee  body  and  foul  to  the  devil.  With 
that  he  piflolled  him.  - 

But  leaving  thefe  infidels  to  their  diabolical  paffiop.s,  I 
am  concerned  at  the  captivity  of  thy  brother,  if  :t  be  true 
which  is  related  here,  that  he  was  taken  in  his  return  from 
Canea  to  Conftantinople.  It  will  coft  the  BafTa  of  Al¬ 
giers  a  thoufand  crowns  to  random  1dm. 

Adieu,  Renarba  ;  and  if  thou  art  defirous  to  raife  thy- 
felf,  take  that  method  which  I  have  now  propofed  to 
thee.  God  be  propitious  to  thy  endeavours. 

Paris.  4tli  of  die  ad  Moon,  cf  the  Year  1648. 


XII. — Toth:  Vcntralle  Mufti. 

Thou  wilt  fay  the  Neapolitans  are  a  reftlefs  people, 
when  thou  (halt  know  that  there  have  been  no  lefs  than 
forty  general  infurrections  in  this  kingdom,  fince  its  firft 
Separation  from  the  Grecian  empire,  whereof  it  was  for¬ 
merly  a  member ;  2nd  that,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years, 
they  have  had  five  kings,  all  of  different  nations. 

One  would  have  thought,  that  after  the  death  of  Maf- 
faniello,  the  ring-leader  of  the  late  innovation,  the  popu¬ 
lar  heats  would  hare  flackened,  and  the  people  returned 
to  their  duty  ;  but  the  paffionate  defire  of  liberty  caufed 
them  to  continue  in  arms,  till  the  confirmation  of  their 
privileges  lhould  come  from  the  king  of  Spain. 
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In  the  mean  time,  Don  John  of  Auftria,  who  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  city  with  a  fleet  ot  fifty  galleons,  played  upon 
them  inceffantly  with  his  cannon  by  fea,  and  the  caftles 
battered  them  by  land. 

Cardinal  Mazariui,  who  has  the  earlieft  intelligence  of 
foreign  tranfactions,  has  had  a  principal  hand  in  foment¬ 
ing  this  flame  ;  for  as  foon  as  the  news  of  Maffaniello’s 
death  arrived  here,  he  difpatched  away  couriers  to  Rome, 
with  inftrudfions  to  the  French  ambaffador  at  that  court, 
requiring  him  to  ufe  all  poffible  means  to  cherifh  the  tu¬ 
mults  in  Naples,  and  not  negle£l  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of 
reducing  that  kingdom  under  the  protection  of  France. 

It  will  not  appear  ftrange,  that  this  great  genius  fhould 
aim  at  the  conquell  of  Naples,  when  we  confider,  that 
this  kingdom  abounds  in  all  manner  of  riches  ;  to  which 
its  fortunate  fituation  contributes  not  a  little,  for  it  lies 
in  the  moil  temperate  part  of  the  world  ;  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  not  fecond  to  any  people  of  Europe  in  martial 
courage  and  bravery.  This  is  a  bait  which  tempts  the 
cardinal,  who  is  not  ignorant  how  valiantly  the  anceftors 
of  the  prefent  Neapolitans  behaved  themfelves  in  the  wars 
of  Caefar  and  Pompey,  and  thofe  between  the  Romans 
and  Carthaginians ;  nor  are  they  lefs  celebrated  for  the 
ftout  refiftance  they  made  againft  the  Huns,  Goths,  and 
Vandals  ;  fo  that  this  kingdom,  were  it  once  brought 
under  the  French  dominion,  would  prove  a  nurfery,  from 
whence  this  monarch  might  draw  many  thoufands  of  ex¬ 
cellent  foldiers,  to  ferve  him  in  his  wars. 

Befides,  it  would  be  more  commodious  for  him  to  make 
.  incurfions  from  hence  into  the  Pope’s  territories,  if  there 
fhould  arife  any  difference  between  the  two  courts,  as 
there  often  do,  about  the  rights  of  the  Gallican  church, 
the  franchifes  of  the  ambaffadors  of  this  crown  in  Rome, 
sad  other  privileges,  to  wl^ich  they  pretend. 
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i  herefore,  the  French  ambaffador,  according  to  the 
inftruchons  of  Mazarini,  fent  commiffioners  to  treat  pri¬ 
vately  with  the  people  of  Naples,  offering  them  two  mil- 
iions  cf  crowns,  twenty  galleons,  with  eight-and-fifty  gal¬ 
leys,  and  other  veffels :  They  accepted  the  propofal,  being 
weary  of  the  Spanilh  government,  and  defirous  of  novel- 
ty,  encouraged  alfo  by  what  thofe  commiffioners  repre¬ 
sented  to  them,  concerning  the  fuccefs  of  the  Englifh, 
who,  by  Handing  on  their  guard,  and  ufing  that  power 
which  God  and  nature  had  given  them,  for  the  defence 
of  their  lives  and  liberties,  were  now,  in  a  manner,  be¬ 
come  a  free  people,  having  abolilhed  the  monarchy,  and 
fet  up  a  commonwealth  ;  and  this  they  told  them  was 
alfo  done  by  Cardinal  Mazarini’s  counfels  and  affillance. 
Now  all  the  cry  in  Naples  was,  Let  France  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  flourilh  ;  and  let  the  faithful  Neapolitans 
ailert  their  own  liberty.  So  blind  were  thefe  people,  as 
not  to  confider,  that  in  putting  themfelves  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  <?f  the  French,  they  did  but  exchange  one  bon¬ 
dage  for  another,  it  being  impoffible  for  any  foreign 
prince  to  keep  this  kingdom,  and  pay  all  his  officers,  civil 
and  military,  together  with  thofe  under  their  commands, 
with  much  lefs  charge  than  the  revenues  amount  to :  And 
the  French  are  as  good  at  inventing  new  taxes,  as  any 
court  in  Europe. 

However,  the  Neapolitans  were  enchanted  with  the 
thoughts  of  fo  much  gold,  and  other  affiftance  offered  by 
the  French  commiffioners,  and  fweetened  with  their  fair 
words,  and  glorious  promifes ;  fo  that  they  immediately 
fent  deputies,  to  entreat  the  Duke  of  Guife,  who  was  then 
at  Rome,  to  come  and  protect  them,  in  taking  on  him 
the  chief  command  of  their  arms. 

This  prince,  thinking  it  a  generous  adtion  to  relieve  the 
oppreffed,  and  that  at  the  fame  time  he  fhould  do  a  con- 
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fiderable  fervice  to  the  king  of  France,  in  rendering  him 
mafter  of  this  noble  and  opulent  kingdom,  went  to  Na¬ 
ples,  where  at  firft  he  was  received  with  infinite  ap* 
plaufe,  was  made  their  general,  took  an  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  people,  did  many  notable  fervices,  but  was  in  the 
end  betrayed,  and  fent  prifoner  to  Spain. 

If  the  generofity  and  brave  refolution  of  this  prince 
has  acquired  commendation  from  fome,  in  attempting  to 
refcue  thefe  people  from  the  tyranny  of  their  governors* 
yet  his  conduct  is  called  in  queftion  by  others,  who  fay, 
he  difcovered  but  little  prudence  in  trailing  himfelf  to  the 
Neapolitans,  who  had  already  facrificed  two  of  their  ge¬ 
nerals  :  For,  after  the  death  of  Maflaniello,  they  chofe 
another  captain,  whom  they  called  the  Prince  of  Mafia  ; 
this  prince  falling  under  their  fufpicion,  was  beheaded  by 
the  inconftant  people. 

It  is  certain,  that  there  is  little  confidence  to  be  put  in 
the  multitude,  whofe  pafiions  ebb  and  flow,  and  are  more 
tempelluous  than  the  fea.  Yet  a  brave  and  generous 
mind  will  (hun  no  dangers  to  ferve  his  prince  and  his 
country,  for  whom  it  is  a  glorious  martyrdom  to  die. 
There  is  no  great  undertaking  without  hazards,  and  he 
that  is  afraid  to  venture  his  liberty  and  life  in  a  good 
caufe,  is  not  worthy  to  bear  arms.  Had  the  Duke  of 
Guife  fucceeded,  his  conqueft  of  Naples  had  made  him 
viceroy  of  one  of  the  larged  kingdoms  in  Europe.  It  is 
faid  to  be  five  hundred  leagues  in  circuit,  containing 
twelve  ample  provinces ;  twenty  archbilhopricks ;  bilhop- 
ricks,  one  hundred  twenty-feven  ;  thirty  callles  ;  barons, 
one  thoufand  four  hundred ;  earls,  fifty-three ;  forty 
marquifies ;  thirty-four  dukes,  and  twenty  princes.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  kingdom  are  faid  to  be  above  two  mil¬ 
lions.  The  ordinary  revenues  of  the  king  amount  to 
three  millions  of  crowns  yearly,  befides  the  voluntary  do- 
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natives  which  have  been  given  by  the  fubjedts  of  this 
ilate  to  their  kings,  within  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  a- 
mounting  to  twenty-eight  millions,  and  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  ducats.  This  kingdom  is  watered  by  an  hundred  and 
fifty  rivers,  befides  ten  lakes  ftored  with  all  manner  of 
filh  ;  among  which  is  one  called  Averno,  over  which  if 
any  birds  fly,  they  immediately  drop  down  dead.  The 
ancient  Pagans  had  ftrange  opinions  of  this  lake,  it  being 
the  place  where  they  ufed  to  iacrifice  men  to  the  infernal 
gods ;  and  hard  by  is  the  cave  of  one  of  the  Sibyls. 

There  are  thirty  high  mountains  in  this  country,  of 
which  Adonai  relates  many  ftrange  and  delightful  paf- 
rages,  (for  it  is  from  him  I  received  this  account  of  ths 
kingdom  J.  I  will  not  trouble  thee  with  a  repetition  of 
all  that  this  Jew  tells  me,  only  one  thing  is  worthy  of  re¬ 
mark. 

He  fays,  that  the  bodies  of  the  three  young  Hebrews, 
who  were  put  into  the  burning  oven  by  the  Babylonian  mo¬ 
narch,  becaufe  they  would  not  adore  his  idols,  are  preferved 
in  a  mofque  on  one  of  thefe  mountains ;  and  that  on  the 
faid  hill,  no  eggs,  flefh,  or  milk,  will  endure  an  hour  with¬ 
out  putrefadlion,  but  prefently  breed  an  infinite  number  of 
worms.  He  fpeaks  in  the  praii'e  of  thefe  mountains, 
which  are  clothed  with  vineyards,  gardens,  and  woods, 
on  the  top  and  Tides  ;  and  in  their  bottoms  have  very 
rich  mines  of  gold,  filver,  copper,  iron,  cryflal,  alabafter, 
and  adamant.  In  fine,  Adonai,  who  has  travelled  over 
all  this  kingdom,  calls  it  the  fertileit  region  of  all  Italy, 
which  is  dteemed  the  paradife  of  Europe. 

Doft  thou  not  think  now,  venerable  guide  of  the  eleft, 
that  the  Duke  of  Guife  had  reafon  to  prefer  the  honour 
of  conquering  fo  renowned  a  kingdom,  to  the  fafcty  of 
his  perfon  ?  Or  wilt  thou  not  rather  conclude,  that  the 
reduction  of  this  happy  date  would  be  as  expedition  wor- 
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thy  of  the  Ottoman  arms  ?  It  is  certain,  that  the  riches 
and  plenty  of  this  region  have  tempted  more  nations  to 
invade  it,  than  any  other  kingdom  on  earth  ;  it  having 
been  the  prize,  at  which  no  lefs  than  five-and-twenty  fe- 
veral  nations  have  aimed. 

Cardinal  Mazarini  is  much  troubled  at  the  Duke  of 
(juife’s  captivity,  and  has  offered  great  fums  of  money 
for  his  ranfom  ;  but  the  king  of  Spain  rejects  all  propo- 
fals  of  that  nature  ;  fo  that  it  is  thought  the  Cardinal 
will  contrive  feme  way  for  the  duke’s  efcape,  either  by 
bribing  his  keepers,  or  by  fome  fecret  ftratagem. 

I  am  not  much  concerned  for  the  infidels  ;  but  it  would 
be  no  fmail  joy  to  hear,  that  fome  care  were  taken  for 
the  redemption  of  Mahomet  Celebe,  who,  thou  knoweft, 
has  not  deferved  ill  of  the  Sublime  Porte.  Adieu,  holy 
Patriarch,  and  forget  not  Mahmut  in  thy  addrefles  to 
Heaven. 

Paris,  27th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648. 


XIII. — To  Abdel  Melec  Muli  Omar.,  Superintendent 
of  the  College  of  Sciences  at  Fez. 

T  hoc  to  whom  the  Hues  of  Paradife  are  revealed,  and 
the  road  of  the  angels  when  they  come  down  and  go  up 
through  the  feven  heavens  !  Thou  that  canft  marfhal  the 
hoft  of  the  ftars,  and  underhanded  the  difcipline  of  the  ar¬ 
mies  living  and  ftrong,  the  orders  of  the  potentates  encamp, 
ed  in  the  fields  of  light,  the  domeflic  guards  of  the  throne 
bleffed  for  ever ;  tell  me  the  age  of  the  world,  and  declare 
the  beginning  of  time  :  Refolve  me,  whether  this  mighty 
fabric  be  but  of  yeflerday,  that  is,  of  five  or  fix  thoufand 
years  Handing,  as  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  fay,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  years  of  its  duration  be  not  paft  a  calcule. 
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The  vifions  of  thy  progenitor,  the  lieutenant  to  the 
fent  of  God,  are  extant  in  the  Arabic  tongue.  In  them 
it  is  written,  “  My  foul  on  a  fudden  became  as  though 
it  had  wings  ;  a  fpirit  entered  me,  and  a  fubtle  wind 
lifted  me  up  to  the  top  of  Mount  Uriel,  where  I  be¬ 
held  marvellous  things.  I  looked  behind  me,  and  faw 
the  ages  that  were  pail ;  and  lo,  they  were  without 
number,  or  beginning.  I  beheld  the  four  feafons  of 
the  year  ever  returning  at  their  accuftomed  time,  and 
the  fun  forfook  not  his  courfe  for  a  thoufand  thoufand 
generations ;  I  counted  a  million  of  ages,  and  yet  there 
appeared  not  an  hour  wherein  darknefs  had  poffefTed 
the  abyfs  of  matter,  or  wherein  the  endlefs  firmament 
was  not  illuminated  by  the  moon  and  liars.  Whilll  I 
confidered  thefe  things,  a  liquor  was  given  me  to  drink 
by  an  unknown  hand  ;  it  was  of  the  colour  of  amber : 
when  I  had  tailed  it,  I  felt  a  marvellous  force  in  my 
body,  and  my  eyes  were  more  piercing  than  an  eagle’s. 
Another  wind,  more  powerful  than  the  former,  blew 
out  of  a  cloud,  and  carried  me  up  to  an  exceeding  high 
place,  far  above  the  talleft  mountains ;  there  I  trod  in 
the  foft  air,  as  on  a  pavement  of  marble.  I  was  ravilh- 
ed  at  thefe  things,  and  the  exaltation  of  my  Hate  made 
me  forget  my  mortality.  I  beheld  the  earth  at  a  vaS 
diftar.ce  under  my  feet,  as  one  that  did  not  belong  to 
it ;  it  looked  like  a  Ihining  globe,  not  much  unlike  the 
moon,  but  far  bigger.  All  the  living  generations  which 
had  fucceffively  inhabited  the  earth  from  its  nativity, 
palled  by  roe,  and  they  appeared  in  various  forms ; 
firll  came  a  race  of  centaurs,  then  of  fatyrs,  next  of 
angels,  and  lalt  of  men.  While  I  marvelled  at  thefe 
things,  a  voice  reached  my  ears,  as  from  behind  me, 
laying,  Thefe  are  the  four  ages  of  the  world,  and  the 
four  fpecies  of  beings,  to  whom  I  gave  the  poffeflion 
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of  the  earth ;  but  for  the  impiety  of  the  three  former, 

I  have  exterminated  them ;  and  when  men  fhall  have 
completed  the  meafure  of  their  fins,  I  will  caufe  the 
trumpet  to  found,  and  all  things  fhall  retire  into  the 
cave  of  filence  and  darknefs.  Having  heard  this,  I 
found  myfelf  in  a  moment  on  the  earth,  which  I  had 
before  feen  afar  off ;  then  I  knew  that  I  had  been  in 
a  trance,”  &c. 

Ido  not  rehearfe  this  vifion  to  teach  thee  any  new  thing, 
venerable  prefident  of  the  fouthern  fages  (for  I  know 
the  archives  of  thy  college  are  replenilhed  with  all  manner 
of  excellent  treatifes,  and  that  thou  art  no  ftranger  to  the 
writings  of  the  prophets),  but  to  crave  thy  interpretation 
of  fo  great  a  myftery,  and  to  reafon  with  thee  about  the 
world’s  duration.  My  fatisfadlion  would  be  fmall,  in  con¬ 
templating  the  various  beauties  of  the  univerfe,  the  quali¬ 
ties  of  the  elements,  the  natures  of  living  things,  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  plants  and  minerals,  with  the  force  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  bodies,  were  I  affured  that  thefe  things  were  not  al¬ 
ways  fo.  That  thought  would  damp  my  greateft  enjoy¬ 
ments,  if  I  were  convinced,  that  fo  many  fplendours,  riches, 
and  pleafures,  as  this  vifible  frame  affords,  were  not  dif- 
clofed  for  millions  of  ages,  but  lay  hid  in  the  bofom  of 
eternity.  Methinks,  it  is  toe  low  an  opinion  of  the  om¬ 
nipotent  gcodnefs,  and  looks  as  if  the  authors  of  it  fuf- 
peeffed  God  of  envy  ;  who,  when  he  might  have  made  in¬ 
finite  myriads  of  creature-s  happy,  in  thefe  vifible  emana¬ 
tions  of  his  divinity,  without  either  beginning  or  ending 
of  time,  yet,  according  to  their  doftrine,  contented  him- 
Celf  to  let  only  a  determinate  number  tafte  of  his  munifi¬ 
cence  for  a  few  centuries  of  years.  This  is  not  fuitable 
to  the  charafter  of  that  infinite  Being,  the  eternal'fourcs 
af  all  perfections. 
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What  then  is  meant  by  thofe  four  ages,  and  the  four 
fpecies  of  beings,  which  were  Ihowed  to  the  exalted  of 
God  in  that  holy  vifion  ?  Tell  me,  great  light  of  Africk, 
is  it  repugnant  to  reafon  or  faith,  to  believe,  that  the 
earth  has  been  inhabited  from  eternity,  fince  our  holy 
doctors  teach  us,  that  it  was  peopled  long  before  the 
creation  of  Adam  ?  No  mnffulman,  that  has  ever  gone 
the  facred  pilgrimage,  but  has  vifited  Mount  ArafFa, 
where  Adam  fir  ft  faw  Eve  his  wife ;  where  lie  has  been 
infirufied  in  the  hiltory  of  that  firft  father  of  mankind  ; 
and  how,  that  before  his  time,  the  earth  was  inhabited  by 
angels,  who  being  commanded  to  adore  Adam,  refufed 
it,  and  were  turned  to  devils,  being  expelled  from  the 
earth.  Thou  knoweft,  moreover,  that  it  is  in  the  facred 
traditions,  that  God  gave  to  Adam  a  wife,  vvhofe  name 
was  A  ileth,  but  that  hie  being  of  the  race  of  thofe  devils, 
refufed  to  obey  Adam ;  whence  it  came  to  pafs,  that 
they  lived  in  continual  quarrels  and  enmity  for  the  fpace 
of  five  hundred  years,  till  at  length  Alileth  flew  up  into 
the  air,  and  abandoned  her  hu/band  ;  of  which,  when 
Adam  complained  to  God,  he  feat  three  mighty  angels 
in  purfuit  of  her,  commanding  them  to  tell  her,  that  if 
file  would  return  to  her  hulband,  it  Ihould  go  well  with 
her,  but  if  fhe  would  not,  an  hundred  of  her  children 
Ihould  die  every  day.  The  angels  followed  her,  and  over¬ 
took  her  on  the  Red-fea,  where  they  threatened  to  drown 
her,  unlefs  file  would  return  to  her  hulband ;  but  fine 
made  excufes,  and  told  them,  Ihe  was  created  to  dellroy 
young  children.  Then  the  angels  laid  hands  on  her,  when 
ihe,  to  pacify  them,  fwore  by  the  bottom  of  hell,  that 
Vrhenfoever  the  names  of  them  three  Ihould  be  written  on 
any  fchedule,  that  Ihe  Ihould  have  no  power  to  hurt  the 
infants,  they  difmiffed  her.  After  this,  God  compaffion- 
ating  A  data’s  falitude,  gave  him  another  wife,  called  Eve, 
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This  tradition  confirms  the  vifio.i  of  the  prophet ;  and 
we  need  not  doubt,  that  the  earth  was  inhabited  before 
Adam’s  time  ;  and  if  that  be  granted,  why  might  it  not 
be  peopled  for  millions  of  ages,  as  well  as  for  the  fmalleft 
term  that  ignorance  or  error  may  aifign  to  its  duration  ? 

I  have  difeourfed  with  feveral  of  the  Jewifh  rabbis  and 
Chriftian  doftors  on  this  f abject,  men  of  abftrufe  learn¬ 
ing  and  fublime  thoughts,  yet  I  can  find  but  a  few  who 
are  emancipated  from  the  prejudices  of  a  fuperftitious 
education  :  They  have  been,  from  their  infancy,  prepof- 
fefied  with  a  falfe  notion  of  the  works  of  God,  believing 
them  to  be  finite,  both  in  extent  of  fpace  and  time  ;  they 
circumfcribe  this  viiible  world  within  I  know  not  what 
flaming  circle,  and  believe  the  firft  matter  itfelf  to  be  but 
five  days  older  than  Adam,  taking  each  of  thofe  days  for 
the  fpace  of  four-and-twenty  hours,  wherein  the  fun  fi- 
niflies  his  diurnal  circuit  through  the  heavens.  They 
confider  not,  that,  according  to  their  own  Bible,  there 
was  light  and  darknefs,  and  consequently  day  and  night, 
before  the  fun  was  created  ;  but  how  long  thofe  days  and 
nights  were,  is  not  determined  by  Mofes  ;  yet  in  another 
part  of  their  Bible,  it  is  faid,  that  a  day  with  God  is  a 
thoufand  years,  and  a  thoufand  years,  is  a  day ;  fo  that, 
according  to  this  interpretation,  Adam  was  not  created 
till  above  five  thoufand  years  after  the  beginning  of  the 
world.  Yet  when  I  bring  this  pofitive  place  of  their  own 
feripture  againll  the  Nazarene  fages,  they  fhuffle  it  off 
with  empty  evafions,  and  rather  than  believe  the  indefinite 
antiquity  of  the  world,  they  contradidl  their  own  fenfe 
and  reafon,  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  a  prophet,  deny 
their  faith,  and  appear  unmalked  infidels. 

Both  they  and  the  Jews  have  corrupted  the  truth  with 
many  errors,  and  we  muff  feek  farther,  for  the  original 
fcience  of  nature.  The  illuminated  of  God  have  always 
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taught,  that  the  earth  was  inhabited  long  before  tlxe  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Adam ;  and  all  the  Eaftern  fages  believe  a  fe- 
ries  of  generations  to  have  dwelt  on  this  globe  for  inde¬ 
terminate  ages. 

I  have  a  brother  lately  come  from  the  Indies  :  He  re¬ 
lates  flrange  things  of  certain  books,  which  are  only  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bramins.  They  are  written  in  a  lan¬ 
guage  which  none  underhand  but  thefe  priefts,  yet  a  lan¬ 
guage  as  copious  as  any  other,  and  taught  in  their  col¬ 
leges  by  rule.  Thefe  books  contain  a  hiiloey  of  the 
world,  which,  they  fay,  is  above  thirty  millions  of  years 
old.  They  divide  the  term  of  its  duration  into  four- 
ages  ;  three  of  which,  they  fay,  are  already  pah,  and  a 
good  part  of  the  fourth.  Now- 1  would  fain  know,  who- 
wrote  thefe  books,  and  at  what  time,  and  where  this  lan¬ 
guage  was  fpoken.  They  call  it  the  holy  language,  fay¬ 
ing,  that  it  was  the  firh  fpoken  on  earth.  It  is  hrange, 
that  no  hihory  fnould  mention  fo  divine  a  fpecch-  We 
have  the  chronology  of  the  Latin  and  Greek,  and  can 
give  an  account  when  and  where  they  were  fpoken,  though 
they  are  now  grown  obfolete,  and  no  otherwife  to  be 
learned  but  in  the  fchools  and  academies.  This  argues 
the  antiquity  of  the  Bramins  language  and  books,  in  re¬ 
gard  they  fail  not  within  any  other  record,  fave  their 
own,  which  fays,  they  are  as  old  as  the  world  :  For  If 
this  affertion  were  falfe,  the  impohure  would  have  been 
difcovered  as  foon  as  broached,  and  the  learned  fages  of 
the  Eaft  would  qaickly  have  difproved  fo  manifeft  a  lie. 
There  feems  to  me  fomething  extraordinary  in  this  pre- 
tenfion  of  thefe  Indian  philofophers,  and  I  would  gladly 
be  convinced  of  the  truth.  Methinks  it  is  an  illuftrious 
idea  of  the  divine  perfections,  when  one  conceives  all  this 
vaft  and  endlefs  concatenation  of  beings  to  flow  from  the 
eternal  nature,  as  rays  from  the  fun ;  and  that  they  can 
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no  more  be  feparated  from  it,  than  thofe  beams  can  from 
that  vifible  fountain  of  light.  It  will  not  be  difficult  then 
to  interpret  the  hiftory  of  Mofes  by  this  regiiler  of  the 
Bramins,  and  reconcile  the  fix  days  of  the  one  with  the 
four  ages  of  the  other,  fince  a  day,  in  the  divine  fenfe, 
may  amount  to  millions  of  years,  as  well  as  to  a  thoufand. 
And  it  will  be  more  congruous  and  agreeable  to  believe, 
that  after  the  birth  of  the  firft  matter,  there  elapfed  many 
ages,  before  it  was  wrought  into  fuch  an  infinite  variety 
of  appearances  as  we  now  behold  ;  and  that  the  five  days 
which  Mofes  computes  before  the  production  of  Adam, 
might  be  fome  millions  of  years,  in  which  time  the  di¬ 
vine  Architect  gradually  drew  from  the  abyfs  of  matter, 
the  fun,  moon,  liars,  plants,  and  animals ;  which  may 
ferve  alfo  to  illuftrate  the  vifion  of  the  holy  anceftor,  with 
which  I  began  this  difcourfe. 

Adieu,  fublime  intelligence  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  fa¬ 
vour  Mahmut  with  a  tranfcript  of  thy  thoughts  concern¬ 
ing  thefe  things.  But  if  thy  filence  fhall  condemn  my 
prefumptions  and  importunity,  I  will  wait  for  thy  anfwer 
till  the  Platonic  year,  when,  according  to  the  dodlriue 
of  that  philofopher,  we  fhall  all  be  alive  again. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648. 


XIV*.— To  the  Mufti. 

In  a  former  difpatch  to  thy  fandtity,  I  have  acquainted 
thee  with  the  infun e£f ions  in  Palermo,  mentioning  the 
fear  of  the  viceroy,  left  the  French  in  that  ifiand  fhould 
then  take  their  opportunity  to  revenge  the  proverbial 
cruelty  of  the  Sicilian  Vefpers.  If  thou  art  unacquaint-, 
ed  with  that  tragedy,  I  will  inform  thee  in  brief. 
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About  three  hundred  and  threefcore  years  ago,  there 
reigned  in  Sicily  one  of  the  royal  blood  of  France,  they 
call  him  Charles  of  Anjou,  hie  had  French  garrilons  in 
all  the  cities  of  that  kingdom  ;  but  thefe  foldiers  com¬ 
mitted  fo  many  infolencies  as  rendered  them  odious  and 
infupportable  to  the  natives,  who  therefore  refolved  to 
exterminate  them. 

The  French  are  very  licentious  in  their  conquefts,  nei¬ 
ther  fparing  men  in  their  anger,  r.or  women  in  their  lull ; 
they  make  no  d  fference  between  the  noble  and  the  vul¬ 
gar,  but  facrihce  all  the  regards  of  honour  and  civility  to 
their  impetuous  appetites. 

They  were  guilty  of  innumerable  rapes  and  violences 
in  Sicily,  among  the  meaner  people,  and  fometimes  ex¬ 
tended  their  rudenefs  to  perfons  of  the  bell  quality.  It 
was  common  for  them  to  affront  both  virgins  and  matrons 
as  they  went  along  the  ftreets,  by  thrufting  their  bands 
under  their  garments,  under  pretence  of  fearching  for 
hidden  arms.  Among  the  reft,  the  wife  of  a  certain  lord 
in  Palermo,  going  to  pay  her  devotions  at  the  temple, 
was  feized  by  the  command  of  the  captain  of  the  guards, 
and  ftiipped  naked  before  all  the  foldiers,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  certain  treafonable  papers,  which  they  fufpedted  ftie 
carried  about  her ;  but  finding  none,  {he  upbraided  the 
captain  with  inhumanity  in  offering  fo  grofs  an  affront  to 
a  lady  of  her  rank  :  He,  feeming  to  be  forry  for  the  in¬ 
dignity  fh'T  had  received,  begged  her  pardon,  and  retiring 
with  his  foldiers  out  of  the  room  where  {he  was,  left  her 
to  put  on  her  apparel.  In  the  mean  while,  he  was  en- 
flamed  with  a  furious  paffion  for  this  lady  ({he  being  very 
beautiful),  and  having  fent  the  foldiers  away,  he  returned 
to  the  room  where  {he  was  :  He  addreffed  her  with  much 
courtfhip,  but  finding  that  ineffectual,  he  forced  hen 
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When  this  was  made  known  to  her  hufband,  he  burn¬ 
ed  with  defire  of  revenge  ;  and,  dirring  up  all  the  Sicili¬ 
an  nobles  and  people,  it  was  privately  agreed  between 
them,  that  on  a  certain  feftival,  when  the  bells  fhould  toll 
to  even-fong,  all  the  Sicilians  fhould  take  arms,  and  maf- 
facre  the  French  throughout  the  ifland.  This  plot  was 
carried  fo  fecretly,  that  before  the  French  could  get  the 
lead;  intimation  of  it,  they  were  all  murdered  on  the  day 
appointed. 

I  forgot  to  acquaint  thee  in  my  lad,  with  a  villany 
which  was  difcovered  in  the  late  tumults  of  Naples.  As 
they  were  marching  up  and  down  the  dreets,  burning  the 
cudom-houfes,  and  the  habitations  of  thofe  who  had  been 
concerned  in  gathering  the  taxes,  they  entered  the  houfe 
of  a  certain  notary,  or  public  fcribe  of  that  city,  who  had 
been  reprefented  to  them  as  a  promoter  of  thofe.  unrea- 
fonable  impofitions :  They  feized  on  the  man,  and  began 
to  carry  his  goods  out  into  the  dreet,  in  order  to  be 
burnt ;  but  as  they  were  rummaging  in  an  apartment 
which  was  toward  the  gardens,  they  heard  a  great  fkriek- 
ing,  as  of  women  affrighted  ;  and  perceiving  the  voice  to 
proceed  from  within  a  wall  in  the  room  where  they  were, 
they  fearched  about  for  a  door  to  enter  into  that  place, 
but  finding  none,  they  broke  through  the  wall  j  where 
they  found  two  women  with  their  hair  hanging  down  to 
their  ancles,  and  their  nails  grown  like  the  talons  of  an 
eagle.  Inquiring  of  them  how  long  they  had  been  there, 
and  on  what  occafion,  the  elded  of  the  women  made  this 
anfwer:  “  The  mader  of  this  houfe  is  my  own  brother, 
who,  when  my  father  died,  was  entruded  by  him  to  pay 
me  fix  hundred  ducats,  which  he  bequeathed  me  as  a  le¬ 
gacy  for  my  maintenance,  my  hufband  being  dead  ;  but 
my  brother,  indead  of  doing  me  this  judice,  immured 
both  me  and  my  daughter,  whom  you  fee  here,  between 
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thefe  walls,  where  we  have  lived  thefe  feventeen  years* 
being  allowed  by  this  cruel  man  no  other  food  but  bi'ead 
and  water.” 

The  people,  incenfed  above  meafure  at  fo  barbarous  a 
cruelty,  hanged  up  the  notary,  and  gave  all  his  eftate  to 
this  widow  and  her  daughter  ;  an  exemplary  piece  of 
juftice,  performed  by  mutineers,  which  could  not  have 
been  done  by  the  law,  the  crime  not  reaching  his  life, 
though,  in  the  fenfe  of  all  men,  he  merited  death.  This 
is  another  argument,  that  deftiny  had  a  hand  in  this  in- 
furre&ion,  and  that  Maffaniello  the  filherman  was  the 
executioner  of  God. 

I  obey  thee*  fovereign  prelate,  with  an  unconditional 
devotion,  and  revere  the  idea  of  thy  fanftity  ;  Vouchfafe 
to  pray  for  Mahmut,  that  whilft  he  condemns  the  barba¬ 
rous  cruelties  of  the  Nazarenes,  he  may  not  render  him- 
ftlf  inexcufable,  by  doing  any  injuftice  himfelf. 

Paris,  2  2d  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648. 


XV. — To  the  Kaima-cham. 

T  he  Arabian  proverb  fays,  “  There  is  more  danger  to  be 
feared  from  one  of  the  Coreis,  than  from  a  thoufand  Bo- 
becks.”  Thou  knoweft,  both  thefe  were  noble  families 
in  Mecca,  and  fworn  enemies  of  the  meffengtr  of  God; 
but  the  latter,  as  their  name  imports',  were  too  open  in 
their  councils  to  do  any  confiderable  execution  againft  the 
holy  one  ;  whereas  the  former  were  always  referved,  and 
laying  of  fecret  trains. 

Such  is  Cardinal  Mazarini,  the  hidden  enemy  of  the 
Ottoman  empire.  There  feems  to  be  an  ambition  in  this 
great  genius,  equal  to  that  of  his  predecefior  R  chlieu, 
who  would  be  elteemcd  the  moil  eminent  among  men. 
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Nothing  will  fatisfy  this  minider  lefs  than  a  fubverfion  of 
all  the  monarchies  on  earth,  which  appear  obdacles  of 
that  grandeur  to  which  he  defigns  to  raife  his  mailer. 
Yet  he  attempts  not  this  by  open  force,  knowing  that  it 
is  impracticable,  but  a£ts  in  the  dark,  driving  to  under¬ 
mine  tliofe  Hates  by  intrigue,  which  he  cannot  fubdue  by 
arms.  He  has  his  agents  in  all  the  courts  of  Chriden- 
dom  ;  and  thou  needed  not  dartle  if  I  tell  thee,  there  is 
ground  to  fufpedl  he  is  not  without  his  creatures  at  the 
Sublime  Porte.  All  Europe  is  fenfible,  that  the  late  re¬ 
volutions  in  Portugal  and  Catalonia,  the  infurredlions  in 
Sicily  and  Naples,  and  the  rebellion  of  the  Englilh,  Scots, 
and  Irilh,  are  in  part  owing  to  the  policies  of  this  mini- 
der ;  and  I  can  tell  thee  more  on  that  fubjedl  than  is. 
known  to  every  one. 

Ofmin  the  dwarf,  who  dill  retains  his  good  inclinations 
to  the  Sublime  Porte,  finds  an  unfufpcdled  accefs  to  all. 
the  grandees,  to  whom  the  fmallnefs  of  his  bulk  and  da- 
ture  affords  no  fmall  divertifement.  Befides,  they  delight 
to  pofe  him  with  problems,  in  regard  there  is  always  fome- 
thing  fo  lucky,  befides  the  wit,  in  his  anfwers,  as  either 
creates  admiration  or  laughter.  But  their  mirth  would 
quickly  be  changed  into  other  paffions,  were  they  fenfible 
that  their  little  buffoon  is  no  other  than  a  fpy  upon  them  : 
For  Ofmin,  having  fo  many  opportunities,  lurks  in  cor¬ 
ners,  like  a  fpider,  undifcovered,  and  unthought  of ;  he 
creeps  into  their  bed-chambers  and  cabinets,  where  he  be¬ 
comes  privy  to  their  greated  fecrets :  If  they  fhould  catch 
him  in  any  of  his  concealments,  behind  the  hangings,  or 
under  a  bed,  it  would  only  pafs  for  a  frolic  to  give  them 
diverfion  ;  and  he  never  wants  for  a  repartee,  or  a  jed,  to 
bring  himfelf  off. 

I  have  taught  him  a  cypher,  which  he  makes  ufe  of  to 
tranfcribe  any  letters,  or  other  papers  of  moment,  with 
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characters  for  fpeedy  writing,  which  comprehend  whole 
fentences  in  a  dafh  or  two  of  the  pen. 

It  is  but  lately  we  have  pitched  on  this  method,  and 
the  firft  attempt  Ofmin  made,  was  in  Cardinal  Mazarini’6 
clofet,  into  which  he  flipped,  under  the  fleirt  of  a  noble¬ 
man’s  cloak,  who  juft  then  went  in  to  fpeak  with  the 
cardinal.  This  adtive  dwaif,  taking  advantage  of  the  no¬ 
bleman’s  approach  to  the  table,  dexteroufly  crept  un¬ 
der  the  carpet  which  covered  it,  reaching  down  to  the 
floor,  where  he  lay  unfeen  till  the  cardinal  was  gone,  and 
the  clofet  locked  up. 

During  the  time  of  their  conference,  which  was  not 
very  long,  Ofmin  heard  the  cardinal  fpeak  thefe  words  to 
the  lord  :  “  One  of  the  flaves  of  that  bafla  (fays  he)  is 
an  Italian,  whom  I  formerly  entertained  in  my  fcrvice, 
”and  one  in  whom  I  confide  ;  he  was  taken  by  the  Turks 
6t  fea,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  fold  to  this  grandee,  he  ac¬ 
quainted  me,  in  a  letter,  with  his  condition,  imploring  my 
affiflance  towards  his  ranfom.  I  promifed  to  redeem  him, 
on  the  conditions  I  have  told  you  ;  and  fince  that,  he  has 
not  failed  to  perform  them  ;  his  mafter  having  accepted 
the  piftols,  and  entered  into  the  afiociation  ;  fo  that  I 
hope  in  a  little  time  to  fee  that  proud  tyrannical  race  ex¬ 
terminated,  the  Tartars  excluded  from  fucceffion,  and  the 
empire  divided  by  the  fword  of  ftrangers.  Ragotlki  ie 
the  only  obftacle  ;  that  prince  is  wavering,  and  we  can¬ 
not  truft  him.  The  bafla  of  Aleppo,  with  thofe  of  Si- 
don,  Damafcus,  and  Babylon,  are  ready  to  cover  the 
fields  of  Afia  with  their  armies.  If  things  were  as  fe- 
■cure  on  the  fide  of  Europe,  the  blow  Ihould  foon  be 
given.” 

There  pafied  forne  other  difeoutfe  between  them,  which. 
Ofmin  could  not  diftinguifti,  in  regard  they  removed  to 
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the  window,  and  fpoke  low  ;  but  this  was  enough  to 
roufe  his  curiofity,  and  put  him  on  a  farther  inquifition. 

As  foon  as  the  room  was  void  by  their  abfence,  he 
eame  forth  from  his  retirement,  and  fell  to  examining  the 
papers  which  lay  on  the  table,  hoping  to  difcover  more 
of  this  plot ;  but  he  was  difappointed,  and  only  met  with 
a  few  letters  from  his  agents  in  England  ;  wherein,  a- 
mong  other  matters,  they  gave  the  cardinal  an  account 
that  they  had  hunted  the  lion  into  the  toils,  pail  all  hopes 
fcf  an  efcape  ;  by  which,  I  fuppofe,  they  meant  the  Eng- 
lifh  king,  whom  the  rebels  have  confined  to  a  certain  cat¬ 
tle  in  their  poffeffion.  Ofmin  tranfcribed  fome  of  thefe 
letters,  and  brought  them  to  me.  A  copy  of  one  of 
them  1  here  fend  thee  enclofed  ;  it  was  written  from  the 
council  of  the  Irifh  rebels ;  by  which  thou  mayefl  fee, 
what  a  (hare  the  cardinal  has  in  abetting  thefe  traitors, 
elfe  how  could  they  demand  of  him  the  performance  of 
the  Queen  Regent’s  promife  to  affifl  them  with  money 
and  men  ? 

There  ie  one  alfo,  dated  this  prefentyear,  and  fubfcrib- 
ed  by  Monfieur  Bellieure,  the  French  ambaffador  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  but  Ofmin  had  not  time  to  tranfcribe  that,  being 
prevented  by  the  cardinal's  return,  which  made  the  dwarf 
fnatch  up  his  tools,  and  abfcond  under  the  table  ;  yet  he 
remembered  fome  of  the  contents  of  that  letter,  and  told 
them  me  at  his  next  vifit.  The  ambaffador  in  that  letter, 
informs  the  cardinal  of  a  certain  German  prophet,  who 
foretold,  “  That  there  fhould  be  a  great  revolution  in 
the  goverment  of  England,  and  that  one  of  the  migntieft 
of  all  the  Eaflern  princes  fhould  be  depofed  this  year,  and 
murdered  by  his  fubjedls.”  I  pray  Heaven,  avert  the 
omen  from  the  feraglio  !  He  acquaints  this  minifter  alfo, 
that  he  had  fucceeded  in  his  negotiation  with  the  officers 
of  the  rebels  army.  There  were  other  obfcure  paffages 
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in  the  letter,  which  Ofmin  has  forgot  ;  but  thefe  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  demonftrate  how  bufy  the  cardinal  is,  and  what 
a  hand  he  has  in  foreign  affairs. 

Another  opportunity,  I  hope,  will  bring  to  light  more 
of  this  minifter’s  fecrets.  Adieu. 

Faris,  4th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648. 


XVI. — To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  Brother. 

T.i  e  oftener  I  perufe  the  journal  of  thy  travels,  the  more 
I  am  delighted  with  it ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  the  coun¬ 
tries  through  which  thou  haft  palfed,  have  been  as  fo 
many  fchools  of  wifdom  to  thee,  wherein  thou  haft  learn¬ 
ed,  even  from  men’s  vices,  the  way  to  perfedtion  ;  much 
more  from  their  virtues.  Thou  haft  found,  that  though 
men’s  natural  difpofitions  differ,  as  do  the  climates  which 
afford  them  breath,  yet  they  all  agree  in  common  frailties. 
There  are  alfo  vices  peculiar  to  certain  countiies ;  it  were 
to  be  wiflied  they  could  be  matched  with  as  many  na¬ 
tional  virtues.  But  human  nature  is  a  rank  foil,  more 
fertile  in  weeds  than  wholefome  products  ;  yet  there  are 
gardens,  as  well  as  defarts ;  and  thou  haft  obferved  feme 
perfons,  illuftrious  for  their  goodnefs,  and  the  noble  en¬ 
dowments  of  their  minds. 

I  am  extremely  pleafed  with  that  rare  example  of  ge¬ 
nerality  which  thou  relateft  of  an  Indian  merchant,  who, 
not  content  to  give  alms  to  all  that  alked  him,  or  whom 
he  knew  to  be  poor,  fought  daily  occafions  to  exercife  his 
charity,  hunted  out  the  indigent  and  unfortunate,  and 
vyherever  he  difcovered  the  lineaments  of  poverty  in  a 
man’s  face,  or  traced  fcotfteps  of  it  in  his  behaviour,  he 
could  not  reft  till  he  had  relieved  his  wants,  and  made 
him  happy  to  his  very  wilhes.  I  tell  thee,  poverty  is  a 
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hell  upon  earth,  and  he  that  has  this  curfe,  anticipates 
the  torments  of  the  damned  :  It  eclipfe3  the  brighteft 
virtues,  and  is  the  very  fepulchre  of  brave  defigns,  depriv¬ 
ing  a  man  of  the  means  to  accomplifh  what  nature  has 
fitted  him  for,  and  {lifting  the  nobleft  thoughts  in  their 
embryo.  How  many  illuftrious  fouls  may  be  faid  to  have 
been  dead  among  the  living,  or  buried  alive  in  the  obfcu- 
rity  of  their  condition,  whofe  perfedlions  have  rendered 
them  the  darlings  of  Providence,  and  companions  of  an¬ 
gels  !  yet  the  infuperable  penury  of  all  things,  has  rank¬ 
ed  them  among  the  caft-aways  of  the  earth,  in  the  eyes 
of  men.  To  fuch  as  thefe  our  divine  lawgiver  com¬ 
mands  us  to  extend  our  charity,  giving  us  certain  charac¬ 
ters  and  marks,  by  which  we  may  diftinguifh  them  from 
the  crowd  of  the  unfortunate.  And  I  like  the  Indian’s 
bounty  the  better,  in  that  he  fo  exaftly  feems  to  comply 
with  this  precept  of  the  Alcoran,  generoufiy  preventing 
the  requefts  of  the  indigent,  and  by  an  excefs  of  benignity, 
courting  them  to  accept  of  relief.  In  this  he  alfo  veri¬ 
fies  the  Arabian  proverb,  which  fays,  “  He  gives  double, 
who  gives  unalked.” 

Thou  commendeft  the  induftry  of  the  Chinefe,  the  ad¬ 
vances  they  have  made  in  arts  and  fciences,  which,  thou 
conclude!!,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  force  of  their  laws, 
which  oblige  the  fon  to  follow  his  father’s  trade,  through¬ 
out  all  generations.  In  this  I  muft  diffent ;  for  it  feems 
rather  a  curb  than  a  fpur  to  ingenuity,  to  be  confined  to 
employments  for  which  a  man  may  have  an  averfion  ;  the 
fon  not  feldom  abhorring  thofe  things  wherein  his  parents 
took  delight :  Or,  if  not  fo,  yet  he  may  be  caft  in  a  finer 
mould,  have  a  more  fubtle  invention,  and  confequently  be 
capable  of  making  greater  improvements  in  any  trade  of 
his  own  choice ;  fince  delight  fets  an  edge  on  the  mind, 
•gives  vigour  to  the  body,  and  adds  wings  to  bufinefs.  Be- 
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fides,  I' do  not  think  this  to  be  fo  much  thy  own  remark, 
as  the  infinuation  of  fome  of  that  country,  who  are  the 
moil  conceited  people  in  the  world ;  ever  extolling  their 
own  policy,  laws,  and  government,  and  impofing  them  as 
a  pattern  to  all  other  nations. 

One  thing  I  grant  they  boaft  of  with  a  great  deal  of 
truth,  that  is,  their  antiquity  and  unmixed  race  ;  though, 
fince  the  conqueft  the  Tartars  have  made  of  that  country, 
they  are  like  to  undergo  the  fate  of  other  nations,  and 
corrupt  their  genealogies  with  the  blood  ef  ftrangers. 

Thou  cameft  away  before  that  conqueft  was  begun,  or, 
perhaps,  before  it  was  talked  of ;  and  I  can  give  thee  but 
a  very  imperfeft  account  of  it.  All  the  intelligence  we 
have  from  that  kingdom  of  late,  comes  in  fragments ;  for 
the  (hips  which  bring  this  (battered  news  left  China  in  an 
uproar  and  confufion  ;  only  they  allure  us,  that  the  Tar¬ 
tars  had  palled  the  celebrated  wall  which  divides  them 
from  China  ;  that  they  entered  and  fubdued  the  Northern 
provinces,  with  an  army  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  men  ; 
that  very  little  rcfrftance  was  made  againft  them,  not  even 
in  Pekin  itfelf,  the  capital  feat  of  the  Chinefe  empire, 
which  the  ufurper  Lycungz  had  abandoned  to  the  con¬ 
querors,  carrying  away  with  him  all  the  ineftimable  trea- 
fures  of  the  palace,  and,  retiling  into  one  of  the  remote 
provinces,  was  never  heard  of  afterwards  ;  whence  it  was 
judged,  that  fome  of  his  own  party  had  murdered  him, 
partly  for  the  fake  of  his  prodigious  wealth,  which  they 
lhared  among  them,  and  partly  to  revenge  his  treafon  a- 
gainft  the  emperor,  and  the  innumerable  calamities  he  had 
brought  upon  his  country. 

Before  thefe  merchants  came  away,  the  Cham  of  Tar¬ 
tary  was  proclaimed  in  Pekin,  and  crowned  Emperor  of 
China.  They  fay,  he  was  not  above  thirteen  years  old 
at  that  time,  which  was  in  the  1 2th  moon  of  the  year 
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1 644  ;  and  that  having  fent  for  the  chief  nobility  of  Tar¬ 
tary  to  Pequin,  he  made  preparations  to  purfue  his  con- 
quefts. 

This  is  the  bed  account  we  yet  have  of  the  affairs  of 
that  empire  ;  by  which  thou  wilt  eafily  be  induced  to  be 
of  my  opinion,  that  the  blood  of  the  Chiaefes  will  in 
tune  be  mixed  with  that  of  strangers. 

We  muff  not  leek  for  the  originals  of  any  people  in 
the  country  where  they  dwell.  The  moll  renowned  king¬ 
doms  and  empires  in  the  world,  had  their  firft  foundations 
laid  by  vagabonds  and  fugitives.  Thou  art  not  ignorant 
how  vail  an  extent  the  ancient  Roman  empire  had  through 
Alia,  Africa,  and  Europe ;  yet  that  city,  which  was 
called  the  Miltrefs  of  Nations,  the  Governefs  of  the  whole 
Earth,  was  firft  Built  by  a  handful  of  banditti^  people  who 
b'ved  by  pillage  and  robbery,  the  outlaws  and  fcum  of 
Italy,  affembled  together  from  divers  parts,  under  the 
conduit  of  Romulus  and  Remus.  Neither  had  that  city 
proved  any  better  than  a  fepulchre  to  them  and  their  de- 
ligns,  had  they  not,  by  a  witty  ltratagem  overreached 
the  Sabine  women,  and  fo  fecured  to  themfelves  a  poite- 
rity,  who  (hould  not  only  defend,  but  enlarge  the  do¬ 
minions  of  their  fathers :  Yet  thefe  people,  of  fo  obfcure 
and  confufed  an  original,  afterwards  boafted  of  the  anti¬ 
quity  and  noble  defccnt  of  their  families.  No  name  more 
venerable,  in  fucceeding  ages,  than  that  of  a  Roman. 

To  look  no  farther  than  the  great  and  formidable  em¬ 
pire  of  the  Ofmans,  we  lhall  find  it  took  its  firft  rife  from 
colonies  of  tranfplanted  Scythians  ;  fo  that  he  who  would 
have  the  genealogy  of  a  Turk,  muft  not  look  in  the  regi- 
fters  of  Greece,  where  they  now  live,  but  mull  carry  his 
fearch  beyond  the  mountain  Caucafus,  examine  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Palus  Maeotis,  or  hunt  his  pedigree  out  in  Cher- 
fonefus.  What  revolutions  have  not  happened  in  Afia 
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and  Afi;ic,  ftnce  the  afiumption  of  the  mefienger  of  God 
into  paradife  ?  Where  {Trail  we  now  lind  any  remains  of 
the  ancient  Saracens  or  Mamelukes  ?  The  mighty  empire 
of  the  Ottomans  has  fwallowed  up  all.  Thus  one  na¬ 
tion  expels  another,  and  there  is  fo  general  a  mixture  of 
foreign  blood,  made  by  the  converfion  of  innumerable 
different  nations  to  the  muffulman  faith,  that  it  is  hard  to 
know,  whether  our  anceftors  were  Scythians  or  Perfians, 
Jews  or  Grecians,  whether  they  were  of  the  mountains 
or  the  valleys,  of  the  forefls  or  the  plains. 

In  this  I  will  except  my  countrymen,  the  Arabians, 
and  thofe  who  feem  to  approach  neareft  them  in  manner 
of  life,  the  Tartars  ;  the  one  dwelling  in  tents,  the  other 
in  waggons  ;  both  in  a  moving  poflure  ;  both  happy  in 
this,  that  they  are  not  confined  to  the  rigours  of  a  cold 
winter,  nor  the  fcorching  heats  of  the  fummer,  but 
change  their  foil  and  climate  as  the  feafon  of  the  year 
varies  ;  thus,  ever  fecuring  to  themfelves,  in  all  places, 
either  a  blooming  flowery  fpring,  or  a  moderate  and  fruit¬ 
ful  autumn.  Thefe  were  never  fubdued,  nor  expelled 
thofe  regions  wherein  they  take  delight,  neither  would 
they  ever  mix  with  ftrangers  :  But  the  Chinefe  would 
excel  all  the  world,  in  the  purity  of  their  unmixed  blood, 
were  it  not  for  the  incurfions  of  their  potent  and  viftori- 
ous  neighbours. 

The  French  fay,  that  thefe  people  had  the  ufe  of  guns 
and  printing  many  hundreds  of  years  before  they  were 
found  out  in  Europe  ;  but  the  Germans  claim  the  honour 
of  thefe  inventions  to  themfelves. 

Thou  confirmefl  the  opinion  of  the  former,  in  telling 
me,  thou  haft  feen  fome  of  the  cannon  belonging  to  the 
city  of  Pequin,  on  which  was  engraven,  in  Chinefe  cha- 
radters,  a  regifter  of  their  age,  which  was  above  two 
thou  land  years. 
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I  had  a  great  deal  more  to  fay,  dear  Pefteli,  but  the 
poll  calls  on  me  to  haften  ;  befides  an  extreme  dulnefs 
and  languifhing  of  my  fpirits,  with  which  I  have  been 
perfecuted  ever  fince  this  moon  firft  fhowed  her  crefcent ; 
now  fhe  is  in  the  wane,  and  fo  I  hope  is  my  malady.  The 
influence  this  planet  feems  to  have  on  me,  may  make 
thee  conclude  me  a  lunatic  :  We  are  all  fo  in  one  degree 
or  other.  There  are  not  more  apparent  fymptoms,  that 
the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea  owes  its  original  to  the 
neighbourhood  and  motion  of  that  planet,  than  that  our 
conrtitutions  vary  according  to  its  monthly  appearances. 

He  that  created  the  moon,  and  the  conftellations,  not 
without  refpedt  to  mankind,  give  us  wifdom  which  fliall 
entitle  us  to  a  dominion  over  the  ftars. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648. 


XVII. — To  the  Aga  of  the  Janizaries. 

The  Duke  of  Chaftillon  arrived  here  fix  days  ago 
from  the  army  in  Flanders,  bringing  news  of  a  fignal 
vidlcry  obtained  by  the  young  Prince  of  Cor.de,  on  the 
plains  of  Lens.  This  battle  was  fought  on  the  20th  of 
the  lad  moon,  the  French  having  entirely  routed  the 
Spaniards,  killed  three  thoufand  of  them  on  the  fpot, 
taken  fix  thoufand  prifoners,  with  all  their  artillery  and 
baggage  ;  and,  to  crown  the  day,  they  have  taken  Lens 
alfo. 

But  though  fortune  thus  favours  their  arms  abroad, 
fhe  has  mixed  poifon  with  their  councils  at  home.  All 
things  here  feem  to  portend  a  civil  war  ;  the  parliament 
thwart  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  taking  on  them  the 
power  of  the  ancient  Spartan  Ephori ;  they  will  be  con- 
troulers  of  the  regal  authority,  fupprefiing  the  king’s 
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edicts,  calling  his  expences  to  account ;  and,  pretending 
to  reform  the  court,  they  play  the  pedagogues  with  their 
fovereign.  On  the  other  fide,  Cardinal  Mazarini,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  and  other  grandees,  do  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  diffolve  the  meetings  of  this  fenate  :  They 
perfuade  the  young  king,  that  it  is  but  a  precarious 
reign,  where  the  fovereign  muft  be  curbed  by  his  fub- 
jedts  :  Thus  they  inftil  into  his  tender  years,  thofe  max¬ 
ims  by  which  they  would  have  him  rule  when  he  comes 
of  age. 

There  is  a  man  in  the  parliament  whom  they  call  Mon- 
fieur  Bruffels,  one  of  their  great  counfellors,  a  bitter  ene¬ 
my  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  therefore  cried  up  by  the 
people  for  a  patriot :  He  is  of  a  furious  temper,  and 
mean  abilities  ;  yet  his  noify  zeal  for  the  public  liberty 
has  fattened  to  him  the  vulgar ;  he  is  become  the  ling- 
leader  of  the  feditious. 

This  man  was  feized  as  he  returned  from  the  chief 
temple,  where  Te  Deum  was  fung  yefterday,  for  the 
late  victory  in  Flanders ;  and  fome  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  tlds  happy  news  which  emboldened  the  court  to 
fnatch  from  the  people  their  darling,  their  idol,  the  man 
from  whofe  courage  they  expect  a  redrefs  of  all  their 
grievances.  Indeed,  one  may  fay,  it  would  feem  fafcr 
for  a  traveller  in  the  defarts  of  Arabia,  to  tear  from  a 
lionefs  her  young  one  ;  for  the  heads  of  the  fadtion  wait¬ 
ed  but  for  fuch  an  opportunity  to  fet  all  in  a  flame  :  And 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  court  in  this  action,  {hows  that  it 
is  dangerous  to  provoke  the  multitude  ;  for  prefently  we 
were  all  in  confutton,  the  burgefies  in  arms,  the  fhops 
fhut  up,  the  ftreets  chained,  and  all  the  avenues  of  the 
palace  barricadoed ;  the  rabble  marched  up  and  down 
the  ftreets,  threatening  deftrudtion  to  Cardinal  Mazarini, 
and  all  his  party  ;  the  parliament  were  forced  to  become 
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the  meffengcrs  of  the  people,  to  carry  their  petitions,  or 
rather  their  commands,  to  the  court,  being  threatened 
alfo,  if  they  failed  of  fuccefs  ;  for  they  protefted  unani- 
moufly,  that  they  would  not  lay  down  their  arms,  until 
the  imprifoned  counfellor  was  releafed. 

The  queen  appeared  at  firft  inexorable,  and  fen'c  thefe 
fenators  away  with  denial  and  feoffs,  wilhing  them  joy  of 
their  new  honour,  in  being  made  the  porters  of  the  rab¬ 
ble  ;  and  the  young  monarch,  incenfed  to  fee  his  native 
royalty  thus  profaned  by  his  fubjeets,  bent  his  brows,  and 
caking  a  look,  divided  betwixt  majefty  and  difdain,  on 
the  fenators,  uttered  thefe  words  :  “  Sirs  !  Shall  it  al¬ 
ways  be  a  cuftom  thus  to  moleft  the  minority  of  your 
kings  ?  Or,  do  you  think  our  tender  years  incapable  of 
the  common  fenfe  of  other  mortals,  that  you  prefume 
thus  infolently  to  invade  our  right  ?  Accufe  not  the  mul¬ 
titude,  nor  make  them  an  umbrage  to  your  fedition  :  I 
know  the  authors  of  thefe  tumults,  and  fhall  find  a  time 
to  make  them  feel  the  weight  of  my  difpleafure.  Think 
not  that  I  wear  this  fword  only  for  ornament,  (laying  his 
hand  fiercely  on  the  hilt)  or  that  the  blood  of  my  re¬ 
nowned  anceftors  is  grown  degenerate,  or  turned  to  lees 
within  my  veins.  Go,  tell  your  faftious  comrades,  there 
fits  this  day  upon  the  throne  of  France,  a  king,  who, 
though  he  is  young,  yet  has  a  fpirit  and  memory  which 
will  outlaft  his  pupilage.”  With  that  he  commanded 
them  out  of  his  fight. 

Yet,  nctwithfl:  mding  this,  the  people  threatened  to 
bring  their  darling  away  by  force,  if  he  were  not  releafed 
in  two  hours. 

There  were  above  an  hundred  thoufand  of  them  in  arms, 
and  it  might  have  proved  a  dangerous  infurrection  ;  but 
the  queen,  at  the  fecond  return  of  tire  fenators,  hearken¬ 
ing  to  the  advice  of  Mazarini,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
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and  remembering  the  late  dreadful  effe&s  of  Mafianiello’s 
tumult  in  Naples,  releafed  the  prifoner,  who  was  con¬ 
duced  home  laft  night  in  triumph,  by  an  infinite  crowd 
of  people,  who  filled  the  air  with  lhouts  and  acclama¬ 
tions. 

It  is  difcourfed  here,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  will 
fpeedily  return  to  Paris,  from  whom  both  the  court  and 
the  faCion  promife  themfelves  new  grounds  of  triumph. 

Duiing  thefe  commotions,  Mahmut  fails  not  to  a£l  his 
part,  being  at  no  fmall  expence  to  maintain  a  certain 
number  of  llrangers,  whofe  whole  dependence  is  on  me  : 
Thefe  I  inftruCt  to  mix  themfelves  with  the  rabble,  to  in- 
finuate  into  them  hateful  notions  of  Cardinal  Mazarini 
and  the  court :  They  buzz  up  and  down  the  city  like 
flies  in  this  hot  feafon,  and  fling  the  multitude  to  fury 
with  their  ftories.  I  fpare  no  coft  to  procure  the  cardi¬ 
nal's  ruin  :  That  pernicious  wit  comes  not  Ihort  of  his 
predeceffor  Richlieu,  being  as  aCive  in  embroiling  fo¬ 
reign  dates  ;  witnefs  the  revolutions  of  Portugal,  Catalo¬ 
nia,  England,  and  Naples,  (in  all  which  he  had  a  princi¬ 
pal  hand)  and  is  ever  projecting  how  to  aggrandize  his 
matter.  And  the  univerfal  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms  in 
Germany,  Flanders,  Italy,  and  Spain,  has  left  him  no¬ 
thing  worth  a  thought,  but  the  deftmCion  of  the  Ofman 
empire. 

Eliachim  brings  me  news  every  hour  how  my  myrmi¬ 
dons  fucceed  ;  for  he  a&s  abroad  in  the  ftreets,  while  I 
keep  my  chamber,  during  the  tumults,  being  of  Demof- 
thenes’s  mind,  who,  when  the  Athenians  were  in  an  up¬ 
roar,  took  fanftuary  in  the  temple  of  Pallas,  and  pro- 
ftrating  himfelf  before  the  altar  of  the  goddefs,  uttered 
thefe  words  :  “  O  Pallas,  I  fly  to  thee  for  protection  ; 
defend  me  from  ignorance,  envy,  and  inconftancy ;  for 
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I  love  not  the  focietv  'of  the  owl,  the  dragon,  and  the 
people.” 

Yet,  whether  in  my  chamber  or  abroad,  be  aflured, 
illuftrious  prefect  of  the  imperial  city,  that  Mahmut  di¬ 
vides  his  time  between  the  vows  he  makes,  and  the  fevvi- 
ces  he  does  for  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648, 


XVIII. — To  Achm?t  Beig. 

T  his  court  is  now  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  Uladi- 
flaus,  late  king  of  Poland  ;  whilfl  the  politicians  are  can- 
vafiing  the  next  eledlion.  Tliefe  who  fide  with  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  favour  the  fuccefiion  of  Prince  Charles  ;  but 
the  French  are  for  Cafimir,  their  former  prifoner. 

The  Duke  of  Bavaria  is  alfo  dead.  They  fay  he  died 
of  grief  to  fee  his  country  expofed  to  the  infults  of  a  vic¬ 
torious  enemy  ;  for  all  his  forces  were  entirely  defeated. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  has  taken  Ipre  in  Flanders  ;  and 
the  Archduke  of  Auftria  has  rendered  himfelf  mafter  of 
Courtray,  without  drawing  a  fword,  or  firing  a  gun  : 
The  Marefchal  de  Rantzau  has  made  an  unhappy  attempt 
to  furprife  Oftend,  a  fea-town  in  Flanders  ;  for,  carrying 
his  forces  by  water,  as  foon  as  he  had  landed  his  men,  a 
tempeft  arofe,  and  drove  all  his  fhips  out  to  fea ;  fo  that, 
being  encompaiTed  by  a  numerous  army  of  his  enemies, 
and  having  no  way  to  efcape,  he  and  all  his  troops  were 
made  prifoners. 

From  the  fea  we  have  advice  that  there  has  been  a 
combat  between  the  Duke  of  Richlieu,  commander  Op 
the  naval  forces  fent  to  affift  the  Neapolitan  revolters 
and  Don  John  of  Auftria,  admiral  of  the  Spanifti  fleet  on 
that  coaft  ;  but  the  iffue  of  the  battle  is  not  yet  known, 
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though  mod  people  guefs  the  victory  to  be  on  the  French 
fide,  in  regard  Cardinal  Mazarini  had,  by  the  advice  of 
an  Indian  ftup-wright,  caufed  all  the  French  fhips  to  be 
plaftered  over  with  alum,  fo  that  no  fire -fhips  can  hurt 
them.  The  Spaniards  make  great  ufe  of  thefe  fire-ftlips 
in  all  their  fea-fights,  having  learned  to  their  coft,  from 
the  Englifh,  what  damage  thefe  veffels  do,  when  they 
formerly  loft  their  whole  Armada,  which  they  before 
termed  Invincible,  and  with  which  they  failed  to  conquer 
that  ifland. 

From  Catalonia  the  ports  bring  news  which  pleafes  the 
wives  and  friends  of  the  foldiers  in  thofe  parts  ;  for  the 
Marefchal  dc  Schomberg  has  cut  in  pieces  the  Spanifh  ar¬ 
my,  taken  Tortofa  by  affault,  where  the  foldiers  found  a 
booty  of  above  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  livres. 

A  courier  is  come  from  Swedeland,  who  brings  an  ac¬ 
count  of  a  late  formidable  confpiracy  in  Rufiia  againft 
the  life  of  the  Czar.  The  greateft  part  of  the  Mufcovite 
grandees  were  concerned  in  this  plot,  defigning  to  change 
the  form  of  government,  and  divide  that  mighty  empire 
into  fevera!  principalities,  whereof  everyone  of  the  on- 
fpirators  ftiould  have  a  (hare  ;  and  that  they  fhould  be 
all  fubjedt  to  one  chief,  who  fhou’d  be  eledled  by  the  reft, 
after  .he  manner  of  Germany.  To  this  purpofe  they  had 
made  a  private  treaty  with  the  Tartars.  Morofoph,  the 
prime  minifter  of  ftate,  and  the  Chancellor  Nazari,  were 
of  the  confpiracy.  Perhaps  thou  wilt  lament  the  fate  of 
the  latter,  having  received  extraordinary  civilities  from 
him  when  thou  wert  at  that  court. 

Banaanoph,  fon  of  the  patriarch  of  Mofco,  revealed 
the  plot,  with  the  names  of  the  con fplrators,  to  the 
Grand  Duke,  who  fent  for  them  next  day  to  his  palace, 
under  divers  pretences,  where  he  commanded  them  all  to 
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he  killed,  and  their  bodies  to  be  thrown  to  the  dogs  in 
the  ftreets  of  that  city. 

The  French  report  Arrange  things  of  Sultan  Ibrahim  •' 
I  wilh  all  go  well  at  the  fublime  Porte.  If  thou  haft  the 
fame  delires,  reveal  them  to  none  but  thy  friend  ;  for  at 
home  times  a  man’s  beft  thoughts  will  be  interpreted  for 
treafon.  Adieu. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  loth-JVIoon,  of  the  year  1648. 


XIX. — 7  0  the  Mufti. 

rjp 

I  hy  venerable  letters  are  come  lafe  to  my  hands,  bring- 
ing  light  and  confolation  to  the  faithful  exile.  With  pro- 
faundeft  reverence  I  killed  and  unfolded  the  papers  which 
contain  the  facred  inftru&ions  of  the  vicar  of  God  :  I 
bleffed  myfelf  when  I  read  the  charge  of  royal  enormi¬ 
ties,  the  exorbitant  paffions  of<a  muffulman  emperor,  and 
the  profanation  of  the  throne  founded  on  juftice.  Thou 
haft  prevented  the  qualms  of  a  too  fcrupulous  loyalty,  by 
affuring  me,  that  it  is  a  fundamental  maxim  ot  our  law, 
“  That  all  men  in  the  world,  without  relpedt  of  birth  or 
quality,  are  obliged  to  appear  before  the  juftice  of  God  ; 
and  that  he  who  obeys  not  the  law  is  no  muffulman  ;  and 
if  the  emperor  himfelf  be  in  this  number,  he  ought  to  be 
depofed  forthwith.” 

This  has  abundantly  fatisfied  my  confcience,  coming 
from  the  hands  of  him  from  whofe  fentence  there  can  be 
no  appeal  on  earth.  I  fhall  therefore  readily  obey  thy 
orders,  and,  without  demur,  put  in  execution  what  thou 
haft  commanded  me. 

Who  can  blame  the  juft  indignation  of  Sultan  Morat’s 
widow,  who,  in  defence  of  her  chaftity,  threatened  to 
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fiieath  her  poniard  in  the  'oreaft  of  her  fovereign  ?  But, 
incomparably  more  eminent  was  thy  daughter’s  virtue, 
who,  not  being  able  to  refift  the  force  of  the  mighty  ra- 
vifher,  after  file  was  polluted,  would,  like  another  Lucre  - 
tia,  have  ftabbed  herfelf,  had  fhe  not  been  prevented  by 
the  fultan.  How  has  he  fullied  the  glory  of  the  Ofman 
race  by  thefe  effeminate  vices  ?  What  an  indignity  has 
he  committed  againft  our  holy  law  ?  againft  the  principal 
patriarch  of  the  elerit  ?  Much  more  noble  was  the  conti¬ 
nence  of  the  African  Scipio,  who,  when  at  the  cqnqueft 
of  New  Carthage,  a  virgin  of  admirable  beauty  was  cho- 
fen  from  among  the  captives,  and  prefented  to  him,  would 
by  no  means  defile  her,  but  reflored  her  again  without 
blemifh  to  her  parents,  faying  withal  to  thofe  that  flood 
near  him,  “  Were  I  a  private  man  I  would  gratify  my 
paffion  by  the  enjoyment  of  this  lovely  maid ;  but  it 
becomes  not  the  leader  of  an  army  to  give  fo  bad  an  ex¬ 
ample,  nor  a  conqueror  to  yield  his  heart  to  the  charms 
of  his  captive.” 

But  it  feems  that  Sultan  Ibrahim  was  rather  ambitious 
of  the  charadler  of  Auguftus  the  Roman  emperor,  of 
whom  it  is  faid,  that  he  never  fpared  any  woman  in  his 
lull ;  but  if  he  call  his  eye  on  a  beautiful  lady,  though 
her  hufband  were  of  the  firfl  quality  in  the  empire,  he 
would  immediately  fend  his  officers  to  bring  her  to  him, 
by  fair  means  or  by  force. 

The  philofopher  Athenodorus,  who  was  very  intimate 
with  this  monarch,  took  a  pretty  method  to  reform  this 
vice  in  his  matter ;  for  when  the  emperor  one  day  had 
fent  a  clofe  fedan  or  chair  for  a  certain  noble  woman  of 
the  houfe  of  the  Camilli,  the  philofopher,  fearing  fome 
difafter  might  enfue,  (for  that  family  was  very  popular 
and  highly  refpe&ed  in  Rome),  he  goes  before  to  the 
lady’s  palace,  and  acquainting  her  with  it,  fhe  complain- 
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cd  to  her  hufband  of  the  indignity  that  was  offered  her. 
He,  boiling  with  anger,  threatened  to  flab  the  meffengers 
of  the  eftiperor  when  they  came  ;  but  the  prudent  philo- 
fopher  appealed  them  both,  and  only  defired  a  fuit  of  the 
lady’s  apparel,  which  was  granted  him  :  He  foon  put  it 
on,  and,  hiding  his  fword  under  his  robes,  entered  the 
fedan,  perfonating  the  lady.  The  meffengers,  who  knew 
no  other,  carried  him  away  to  the  emperor :  He,  height¬ 
ened  with  defire,  made  hafte  to  open  the  fedan  himfelf, 
when  Athenodorus,  fuddenly  drawing  his  fword,  leaped 
forth  upon  him,  faying,  “  Thus  mighteft  thou  have  been 
murdered  :  Wilt  thou  never  quit  the  vice  which  is  at¬ 
tended  with  fo  much  danger  ?  Jealoufy  and  revenge  might 
have  fubflituted  an  affafim  thus  difguifed  in  my  room  ; 
but  I  took  care  of  thy  life ;  henceforth  take  warning.” 
The  emperor,  pleafed  with  the  philofopher’s  ftratagem, 
gave  him  ten  talents  of  gold,  thanking  him  for  this  fea« 
fonable  correction  ;  and  from  that  time  began  to  reftrain 
unlawful  pleafures,  applying  himfelf  to  a  virtuous  life. 

Thou  feeft,  holy  prelate,  that  by  perufing  the  hifto- 
ries  of  the  ancients,  a  man  may  furnifh  himfelf  with  ufe- 
ful  examples,  and  proper  obfervations.  I  always  keep  by 
me  Plutarch’s  Works,  and  thofe  of  Livy,  a  Roman  hifto- 
rian  ;  as  alfo  Tacitus,  who  has  left  the  annals  of  that  for¬ 
midable  empire  to  pofterity.  It  were  a  defirable  thing, 
that  the  muffulman  fcribes  were  employed  in  tranflating 
fuch  records  as  thefe  into  the  Arabic  or  Turkifh  lan¬ 
guages  ;  that  fo  the  true  faithful,  who  are  deftined  by 
God  to  conquer  the  world,  may  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
memorable  tranfaftions  of  former  ages.  Some  of  our 
fultans  have  been  curious  to  have  Plutarch’s  writings  ren¬ 
dered  in  the  familiar  fpeech  of  the  Ottomans  :  There  are 
other  memoirs  not  lefs  worth  the  labour.  If  it  fhall  en¬ 
ter  into  thy  heart  to  encourage  fo  profitable  a  work,  tLe 
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whole  empire  of  the  refigned  to  God  will  be  indebted  to 
thee.  But  who  am  I  that  prefume  to  direct  the  great 
father  of  the  faithful  ?  Thou  art  enlightened  with  all 
knowledge  and  wifdom.  Peradventure  thou  haft  reafons 
to  divert  thee  from  fuch  an  enterprife,  which  I  cannot 
comprehend.  Therefore  I  cover  my  mouth  with  duft, 
and  acquiefce. 

As  to  the  late  revolution,  I  am  not  to  difpute  the  will 
of  my  fuperiors.  However,  I  receive  the  news  of  that 
tragedy  with  lefs  difcontent,  in  regard  thou  thyfelf,  who 
art  the  oracle  of  the  muffulmans,  haft  thought  fit  to  de- 
pofe  Sultan  Ibrahim,  ufing  herein  the-.advice  and  confent 
of  his  own  mother,  and  of  Mahmut  Baffa,  with  that  of 
the  Janizar  Aga,  who,  next  to  thyfelf,  are  two  the  moft 
knowing  fages  in  the  empire. 

What  remains,  but  that  I  ftiall  pray  for  the  long  life 
of  Sultan  Mahomet  ?  defiring  alfo,  that  Heaven  may  fo 
direCt  his  councils,  that  he  may  never  do  any  thing  to 
merit  the  fate  of  his  unhappy  father. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1648. 


XX. — To  Chiurgi  Muhammel,  Bajfa. 

At  length  the  deputies  of  the  Nazarene  princes  at  Mun- 
fter  have  concluded  a  peace  :  They  have  been  thefe  fix 
years  debating  about  trifles  and  punctilios,  as  is  the  man¬ 
ner  of  the  Chriftian8  even  in  the  moft  important  affairs. 
This  treaty  was  figned  the  24th  of  the  laft  moon,  when 
all  farther  hoftilities  ceafed  on  all  fides,  except  on  the 
parts  of  France  and  Spain,  whofe  quarrel  could  by  no 
means  be  adjufted  in  this  general  agreement  of  Chrifteu- 
dom. 
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Thou  haft  by  this  time  heard  of  the  late  tumults  and 
emotions  in  this  city,  the  difaffedtion  between  the  Court 
and  Parliament,  with  the  Ihort  fiege  of  Paris.  Now  things 
feem  to  be  compofed,  and  in  a  calm  ;  but  it  may  only 
prove  a  truce,  while  both  parties  take  breath,  to  rulh  up¬ 
on  each  other  with  the  greater  violence.  The  city  is  un- 
meafurably  rich  and  populous,  and  can  arm  an  hundred 
thoufand  men  at  an  hour's  warning  ;  the  parliament  a- 
bets  their  quarrel :  This  encourages  them  to  vie  with  the 
court :  The  merchants  live  like  petty  kings  ;  abundance 
of  gold  fills  them  with  pride  and  ambition  :  Whilft  the 
court  in  the  mean  time  are  clofe  and  referved,  projedling 
how  to  deftroy  the  fadlion,  and  affert  the  regal  authority. 
The  queen-regent  is  refolute  and  fevere,  yet  fuffers  her- 
felf  to  be  mollified  with  the  milder  counfels  of  Cardinal 
Mazarini  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  I  gave  an  account  to 
the  minifters  of  the  Porte,  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
iinprifonment  in  the  Caftlc  of  the  Wood  of  Vinciennes, 
which  is  one  of  the  king’s  palaces  :  This  prince  is  now 
efcaped  from  his  confinement,  and  come  into  the  city. 
The  factious  cry  him  up  for  a  patriot,  and  are  refolved  to 
protedt  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

If  thou  yet  retained:  thy  health  and  vigour,  thou  art 
happy  :  As  for  me,  1  feel  continual  decays  ;  yet  am  not 
troubled,  perceiving,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  approach 
nearer  to  immortality  ;  wherefore  I  neither  feek  re  ft  ora* 
tives,  nor  confult  phyficians,  but,  fuffering  my  ft  If  to  dif. 
folve  gradually,  I  die  with  pleafure,  pluming  and  prepar¬ 
ing  myfeif  daily,  as  one  ready  to  take  wing  for  a  more 
happy  region. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1548. 
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XXL — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

X  am  not  furprifed  at  the  news  of  Sultan  Ibrahim’s  be¬ 
ing  depofed  and  ftrangled  :  It  is  but  what  I  have  for  a 
long  time  feared  :  Thefc  reftlefs  janizaries  will  ruin  the 
Ottoman  empire.  Neither  am  I  ftartled  to  hear  that  his 
mother  was  acceffary  to  his  fall,  having  a  double  motive, 
ambition  and  revenge,  to  induce  her  eonfent.  She  al¬ 
ways  affe&ed  to  rule,  and  therefore  could  not  brook  the 
fultan’s  refolute  management  of  affairs,  without  following 
her  advice.  Befides,  fhe  could  not  eafily  forget  her  dis¬ 
grace  and  confinement  on  the  account  of  the  Armenian 
lady’s  death. 

But  I  am  aftonifhed  and  vexed  to  hear,  that  the  mufti 
fhould  be  concerned  in  fo  black  a  tragedy.  How  fhall 
we  have  the  confidence  hereafter  to  reproach  the  Chrifti- 
ans  with  their  frequent  treafons  and  murdering  of  their 
kings,  fince  it  will  be  eafy  for  them  to  retort,  that  the 
fupreme  patriarch  of  our  law  has  entered  into  the  fecret 
of  rebels,  confpired  the  death  of  his  fovereign,  and  caufed 
him  to  be  depofed  and  ftrangled  ? 

As  for  the  aga  of  the  janizaries,  I  fuppofe  him  rather 
overawed  into  the  confpiracy,  by  the  forcible  reafons  and 
elegant  parole  of  the  mufti,  than  any  ways  voluntarily 
engaging  himfelf  in  crimes,  to  which  he  feems  to  have  no 
inclination.  Befides,  he  could  riot  refufe  to  make  one  in 
the  party,  after  it  had  once  been  propofed  to  him,  unlefs 
he  were  refolved  to  be  the  firft  vidtim  of  their  jealoufy, 
and  be  murdered  himfelf,  to  prevent  the  difcovery  of  the 
reft.  Yet  his  duty  and  honour  ought  to  have  fuperfeded 
all  other  confiderations  ;  and  he  fhould  have  chofen  to 
die  in  his  allegiance,  rather  than  to  live  ftained  with  fo 
foul  a  crime. 
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However  it  be,  I  cannot  approve  their  treafon  ;  for, 
whatever  the  vices  of  the  fultan  were,  they  had  no  right 
to  punilh  him  :  He  was  accountable  to  none  but  God  ; 
and  they  invaded  the  prerogative  of  Heaven,  in  dethroning 
him,  whom  the  divine  providence  had  inveiled  with  the 
imperial  diadem. 

Much  lefs  can  I  approve  their  impiety,  in  defaming 
him  now  he  is  dead  :  Neither  can  I  in  confcience  comply 
’with  the  injunctions  of  the  mufti,  who  has  commanded 
me,  in  a  letter,  to  fpread  an  ill  character  of  Sultan  Ibra¬ 
him  among  the  Chriftians,  that  fo  his  own  proceedings 
may  appear  juft.  It  is  true,  I  owe  much  to  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  this  l'overeign  guide  of  true  believers ;  yet  I  muft 
not,  to  pay  this  debt,  turn  bankrupt  of  my  reafon  :  I 
owe  fomething  to  myfelf,  and  to  the  diftinguifhing  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  man.  I  promifed  him,  indeed,  to  obey  his 
commands  in  this  point  ;  but  he  that  has  given  me  a  dif- 
penfation  for  all  the  lies  and  perjuries  I  (hall  be  guilty  of 
in  Paris,  will,  I  hope,  pardon  me,  if  I  turn  my  own 
confeffor,  and  abfolve  myfelf  for  not  performing  my  word 
to  him  in  this  point. 

I  am  not  often  guilty  of  afperfing  the  living,  but  I  ab¬ 
hor  to  injure  the  dead,  left  I  (hould  incur  the  fate  of  him, 
who,  being  at  enmity  with  a  famous  wreftler,  purfued  him 
with  malice  and  revenge,  even  in  his  grave  ;  for,  envying 
the  honour  that  was  due  to  this  wreftler’s  memory,  in 
that  his  ftatue  was  fet  up  in  a  public  place,  he  went  pri¬ 
vately  one  night,  with  defign  to  throw  the  ftatue  down  ; 
but  after  he  had  fpitefully  disfigured  it  in  feveral  parts 
with  a  hammer,  and  was  bufy  in  working  its  overthrow, 
the  image  on  a  fudden  fell  on  him,  and  crulhed  him  to 
death  ;  as  if  the  fpirit  of  him  whom  it  repreiented  had 
given  it  this  fall,  to  revenge  the  malice  of  his  adverfary. 
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Certainly  the  ancients  were  not  ignorant  what  they 
laid,  when,  among  other  fage  counfels,  they  advifed  mor¬ 
tals,  “  Not  to  fpeak  ill  of  the  dead,  but  to  efteem  them 
facred,  who  are  gone  into  the  immortal  date.”  And 
Plato’s  ring  had  this  motto  on  it,  “  It  is  eafier  to  pro¬ 
voke  the  dead,  than  to  pacify  them  when  once  provok¬ 
ed  intimating  thereby,  that  the  fouls  of  the  departed 
are  fenfible  of  the  injuries  that  are  done  them  by  the  liv¬ 
ing. 

Therefore  I  will  fhun  detraction,  efpecially  of  the  dead; 
and,  if  I  cannot  fay  much  in  praife  of  Sultan  Ibrahim’s 
virtues,  let  his  vices  be  buried  with  him  in  eternal  obli¬ 
vion. 

I  run  no  hazards  in  writing  thus  frankly  to  thee,  be¬ 
ing  aflured  of  thy  fidelity.  Befides,  death  (which  is  the 
word:  punifliment  can  be  inflicted  on  me  for  what  I  have 
faid,  fhould  it  be  known),  would  not  be  bitter,  when  gi¬ 
ven  by  a  friend.  Dear  Dgnet,  adieu. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  ill  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649. 


XXII. — To  Danecmar.  Kesrou,  Kadilefquer  of  Ro~ 

manta. 

"W hen  I  informed  thee  how  the  Scots  had  fold  their 
king  to  the  Englifh  rebels,  it  was  eafy  to  prefage  the 
confequence  without  a  revelation.  •When  fovereign  mo- 
narchs  become  the  merchandife  of  factions,  they  com¬ 
monly  pay  the  price  with  their  own  blood  ;  and  there  are 
few  examples  of  princes  that  have  been  imprifoned  by 
their  fubjedts,  and  yet  have  efcaped  a  violent  death  ;  for 
thofe  who  have  once  advanced  fo  far  in  their  treafon,  as 
to  feize  the  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  can  never  retire 
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with  fafety  to  themfelves,  or  at  lead  their  own  guilt 
makes  them  think  fo.  The  confcioufnefs  of  what  they 
have  already  done  prompts  them  to  proceed  in  their 
wickedpefs  ;  and  their  defpair  of  faving  their  own  lives 
makes  them  conclude  it  necefiary  to  take  away  his,  whofe 
violated  majefty,  they  fear,  will  n^ver  pardon  fo  impudent 
an  effay  of  trealon. 

But  the  method  which  the  Engliih  have  taken  to  mur- 
der  their  king  has  not  a  precedent  in  hiftory  :  Thefe  in¬ 
fidels  have  outstripped  all  former  traitors,  in  the  contriv¬ 
ance  and  execution  of  their  regicide  ;  they  have  even  fur- 
paffed  themfelves,  and  their  own  firft  defigns. 

It  has  been  ufual  for  traitors  to  take  away  the  life  of  a 
depofed  monarch  privately,  by  poifon  or  affaffin,  either  in 
refpeft  to  his  royal  blood,  or  to  avoid  the  poifibility  of  a 
refcue  from  any  of  his  loyal  friends  and  fubjefts  ;  but 
thefe  barbarians  were  refolved  publicly  to  infult  on  maje¬ 
fty,  to  brave  the  whole  world  in  the  execution  of  their 
viilany,  and  make  a  pompous  conclufion  of  their  treafons ; 
for  they  eredled  a  new  divan,  or  court  of  judicature,  com. 
pofed  of  the  moil  infamous  traitors  ;  there  they  formally 
tried  their  fovereign.by  a  law  of  their  own  making,  con¬ 
demned  him  as  a  tyrant  and  a  traitor,  and,  finally,  caufed 
his  head  to  be  chopped  off  with  an  axe,  by  an  execution¬ 
er,  before  the  gates  of  his  own  palace,  in  the  fight  of 
thoufands  of  his  fubjedts,  that  fo  they  might  appear,  not 
fo  much  to  kill  their  king,  as  to  deftroy  the  monarchy  it- 
felf,  and  triumph  in  its  ruin. 

Halt  thou,  O  venerable  judge  of  the  faithful !  ever 
read  or  heard  of  fuch  a  daring  treafon  ?  All  Europe 
ilartles  at  the  monftrous  fa£l ;  and  Cardinal  Mazarini 
himfelf,  who  earned  on  that  private  web  of  factious  de- 
fign  in  England,  whole  firft  threads  his  predeceffor  Rich- 
lieu  had  fpun,  yet  expreifed  an  horror  at  the  news  of  this 
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tragedy  ;  and  I  look  not  on  this  to  be  an  artifice  of  po¬ 
licy  in  him  to  blind  the  world,  but  a  real  difcovery  of  his 
fentiments ;  for  he  is  too  generous  to  approve  fo  barba¬ 
rous  a  proceeding  again!!  a  fovereign  monarch,  though  his 
enemy. 

The  other  day  he  was  heard  to  fay,  “  That  in  revenge 
of  the  king’s  murder,  he  would  embarrafs  the  councils  of 
the  Engli!h  rebels  more  than  he  had  done  thofe  of  their 
fovereign.” 

This  was  not  fpoken  fo  fecretly,  but  Mahmut  had  in¬ 
telligence  of  it  within  an  hour ;  for  I  have  more  ears  in 
Paris  than  thofe  in  my  head  to  hearken  after  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  this  minifter,  and  it  will  be  difficult  for  him 
hereafter  to  fpeak,  write,  or  aft  any  thing,  no,  not  even 
in  his  private  clofet,  which  will  not  be  difclofed  to  me. 

Yet,  though  I  thus  watch  his  motions  as  an  enemy, 
and  do  my  utmoft  to  render  his  defigns  again!!  the  Otto- 
man  Porte  ineffeftual,  I  cannot  in  my  heart  condemn  this 
minifter,  who  all  the  while  afts  but  the  part  of  a  faithful 
fervant,  and  an  able  ftatefman,  in  ftriving  to  aggrandife 
his  mafter. 

His  fupporting  alfo  the  faftions  in  England,  and  nou- 
riftung  the  difcontents  of  that  giddy-headed  people,  were 
but  the  refult  of  his  zeal  for  his  country,  and  for  the 
church,  whereof  he  is  one  of  the  principal  pillars  ;  it  be¬ 
ing  evident  from  his  grief  at  that  king’s  murder,  that  he 
bore  no  malice  again!!  him,  but  only  fought  to  humble 
him  into  terms  of  compliance  with  France. 

When  I  fay  this,  I  fuppofe  the  cardinal’s  forrow  on 
that  account  to  be  free  from  fiftion;  but  who  knows  when 
the  aftions  of  ftatefmen  are  undiiguifed,  and  when  not  ? 
For  I  am  well  allured,  that  whilft  his  agents  were  bufy  in 
embroiling  that  nation,  he  promifed  the  exiled  Englilh 
queen  to  affift  her  liufband  with  men  and  money  again!! 
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thofe  very  rebels  with  whom  he  held  a  private  correfpond- 
ence,  and  to  whom  his  coffers  were  really  open. 

Moft  of  the  European  ftatefmen  are  corrupted  with 
the  maxims  of  a  certain  famous  writer,  whom  they  call 
Machiavel.  ■ '  This  ftate  cal'uift  has  taught  them  to  boggle 
at  no  criifte§,;*vhich  may  advance  the  ends  they  aim  at ; 
every  thing,  in  his  opinion,  being  honeft  that  is  fuccefs- 
ful. .  Thus,  policy  among  die  Nazarenes  is  degenerated 
into  fordfd.’craft ;  and  that  which  was  once  defervedly  e- 
fteemed  a  ’virtue, '•  neceffary  to  the  governments  of  the 
world;  is  tfc.w  turned  into  a  vice,  of  which  the  very  out¬ 
law's,  freebooters;  and  pirates,  are  afhamed. 

God,  vf hcdifuffcred  the  earth  to  be  inhabited  by  angels, 
•for  afj  infinite  nunjber  of  ages  before  he  created  Adam  ; 
-'and  t]i eft  :expellrug_  them  hence  for  their  wickednefs,  and 
turning  them  to  devils,  gave  this  globe  for  a  dwelling- 
placeI  to  meny  grant,  that  the  enormous  crimes  of  mortals 
may  not  provoke  him  to  exterminate  our  human  race,  and 
reftore  the  devils,  to  their  ancient  habitations. 

Paris,  12th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  year  1649. 

■  END  OF  VOLUME  THIRD. 
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